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This invention relates to a device-adapted to be at 
tached to the pressure pad of an earring, and has for one 
of its objects the provision of inconspicuous means 
adapted to easily and readily be attached to the pressure 
pad on an earring to promote the comfort of the wearer 
and to insure ‘against loss of the earring. 
The device of this invention is particularly adapted 

for use on earrings of the type that have a pressure pad 
secured on one end of a screw. The screw threadedly 
extends through the end of one arm of a U-shaped mem 
ber while the end of the other arm is opposed to the 
pad. This structure resembles a small 0 clamp. When 
the pressure pad is positioned at one side of the lobe of 
the ear and the end of the arm opposed thereto is at the 
other side of the lobe, the pad will be tightened against 
the lobe upon rotating the screw carrying the pad. _ 

Earring clamps of the above type very frequently slip 
off the ear lobev and the earrings are lost or damaged. 
Also, such clamps are uncomfortable, and with changes 
in temperatures, the parts of the body including the ear 
lobes will expand and contract and may become moist or 
dry, which adds to the discomfort of the wearer as well 
as contributing to the insecurity of the earring clamps. 

With the present invention, the pressure pad is covered 
and the lobe engaging side is formed and is supported on 
the pressure ‘pad so as to be yieldable under the ex 
pansion and contraction that follows temperature changes, 
and to be secure on the ear lobe against slippage. 

Other objects and advantages will appear in the descrip 
tion and in the drawings. 

In the drawings, 
Fig. 1 is an enlarged perspective view of an earring with 

the present invention, partly in cross section, secured on 
the pressure pad. 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged sectional view taken‘ through the 
device of this invention on a pressure pad, and before 
any pressure isapplied to the pad. 

Fig. 3 is substantially the same as Fig. 2, except that 
a light pressure ison the device, a portion of the ear lobe 
being indicated as in engagement with the device. 

Fig. 4 is a plan view of the device (reduced size com 
.pared with Fig. 2) provided with removable extensions to 
facilitate securing it on the pressure pad of an earring. 

Fig. 5 is a side elevational view of the device shown 
in Fig. 4. 

In detail, the device of this invention comprises an an 
nular element, generally designated 1. 
The annular element 1 is formed with a pair of axially 

outwardly opening recesses 2, 3, in its opposite sides, and 
a relatively thick ?at sided diaphragm 4 positioned closer 
to the outer side of recess 2 than to the outer side of 
recess 3 provides a common bottom for said recesses. 
The recess 2 is on the side of the device that is adapted 

to engage the lobe 5 of the ear of the wearer (Fig. 3) 
while recess 3 is to receive and substantially enclose the 
adjustable pressure pad 6 of the earring 7. 
A screw 8 carries pad 6, and said screw threadedly ex 
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tends through theouter end of one arm 9 of a U or C 
clamp, while the other end 10 of said clamp is opposed 
to the pad. , 's , 

, Theusual pressure pad 6 of the earring is formed with 
a ‘convex surface facing the’end 10 of the clamp for 
wearer comfort. ,However, this results in slippage of 
the pad on the lobe of the car. If the surface is rough 
ened, the pain to the wearer is not endurable. ‘ 

' In the device lthe recess 3 is an enlargement within 
the body of ‘the device, since the opening 12 is relatively 
small, being only slightly larger than the screw 8.. The 
maximum diameter of recess 3 is about equal to the di 
ameter of the circular pressure pad 6 and since the ma 
terial of the, device 1 is elastic, the sides of the opening 
12 will readily stretch su?iciently to enable _'the pressure 
pad to enter recess 3'. w ‘ 

The depth of recess 3 axially of the device 1 is about 
equal to the maximum .thickness of the pressure pad.‘ 
Thus, when the‘ pressure pad is within the device .1,.the 
latter will be securely held thereon and the outer mar 
ginal portions 13 of the diaphragm (Fig. 2) will ‘be spaced 
from the corresponding outer marginal portion of ‘the 
pressure pad when’ the center of the pressure pad is in 
engagement with the center‘of ‘the diaphragm. In fact, 
only ‘the/center of the diaphragm willengage the center 
of the'pres'sure pad in the absence of axial pressure on 
the rim 14 of the device that forms the annular sides of 
the recess 2. ‘ "‘ 

' From their central engaging points the spacing between 
the pressure pad and the diaphragm is progressively 
greater in direction radially outwardly of the pad and 
diaphragm. This combination is quite important, as will 
be later described. , ~ ' 

The annular-rim 14 around recess 2 is of the same in 
ternal diameter as the maximum internal diameterot' 
the recessr3. ~ , v 3 , . I 

In actual practice, when the lobe 5 of the earis posik 
tioned between the nm 14 andtheend 10 of the'U-clarnp 
that is opposed to said rim, and when the screw 8 ‘is 
rotated to tighten to clamp the lobe between the device 
1 and the end 10, there will be a yieldable pressure ‘of 
the outer annular edge of mm 14 against the inner side _ 
of the lobe 5. . 

This is because the diaphragm 4 is yieldable axially at 
its outer edge where it connects with the rim 14. As the 
tightening of the device against the ear increases, the soft 
rim 14 will cause a slight annular indentation in the lobe 
with the result thatv the portion of the lobe within ‘the 
rim 14 will project into recess 2 (Fig. 3). 
will not slip on the ear lobe under the abo'veconditions,v 
even when-the ornaments carried by the earring are rela- , 
tively heavy and when subjected to relatively violent jar 
ring and shaking. ' v - ' V 

The fact that the rim 14 is under yieldable tension (by 
reason of the connection with the pressure pad through 
the diaphragm) avoids the discom?ture that would “other 
wise occur in hot weather or when the ear lobe is heated, 
and it also avoids loosening of the earring upon contrac 
tion of the lobe or earring structure in cold weather or 
upon such lowering in' the temperature, while, the earring 
is being worn, as would otherwise cause the earring to 
become'loosened; ~ ' . Y 

_ It is apparent‘ that the device that slips over the pres‘ 
sure pad 'must be'small and inconspicuous. 

?ning the sides of the recess 2 when the device is on the 
ear lobe. 

Because the device itself is small, in actual size being 
approximately one-eighth to three-sixteenths of an inch 
in outside diameter, it is somewhat ditlicult to manually 

The device ' 1 v 

The draw-f 
ings somewhat exaggerate the size for clarity. ltfis'ralso“ 
apparent that there is a" squeegee action on‘the- rim deé‘ 1' 
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manipulate in stretching it over the pressure pad and may 
be easilypdropped. To facilitate manually positioning 
said device on the pad, one or more radially projecting. 
relatively thin strips ‘15 may be formedfin’tegrally with 
the device extending from one or from opposite sides ‘of 
the‘device even with the base side having the opening 12 
formed therein. Obviously,'a row of devices 1 may be 
connected by such strips in the manufacture of the devices, 
and the strips thereafter severed midway between adja 
cent rings in the row, leaving the projections 15. In any 
event, the ultimate and preferred form results in each de 
vice having strips 15 projecting oppositely outwardly as 
seen in Figs.t4, 5. ‘ These stripsprovide means for bold 
ing by the ?ngers of the operator in stretching the sides 
of the opening 12 over the pressure pad, and should the 
device he dropped, it will not roll away. After the device 
is on the pressure pad, the strips are cut oif by a knife 
or by scissors along lines X--X in Fig. 5. 
The material of the device is of relatively soft rubber _ 

or of any material having similar characteristics that is 
impervious to attack by any skin secretions and that is 
not irritating to the skin. 

I claim: 
1. An ear lobe engaging member for a pressure pad of 

an earring comprising; a relatively soft, elastic element 
formed with a pair. of oppositely outwardly opening co 
axial trecesses in its opposite sides, one recess of said pair 
being enlarged radially of the axis of said element within 
said element for receiving said pressure pad therein and to ,, 
provide a radially, inwardly projecting portion adapted 
to extend over said pad for releasably securing said ele 
mentto said pad, the sides of the recess in the other side 
of said element providing an axially directed‘ circular rim 
adapted to engage said lobe, and a diaphragm forming a 
common bottomfor said recesses adapted to be engaged 
by a pressure pad when the latter is within ,said one re 
cess, the inside diameter of said rim being substantially 
equal to the maximum inside diameter of the enlarged 
part of said one recess and said‘ diaphragm being rela 
tively thin. 

2. ,In an earring; a circular pressure pad, ‘a shaft cen 
trally connected with one side of said pad and projecting 
axially therefrom, a relatively soft, elastic element en 
closing said pad and formed with a circular axially di 
rected rim coaxial with said pad projecting from the side 
of said padtopposite to said shaft for engaging the lobe 
of the ear of the wearer of said earring, the side of said pad 
opposite to said shaft being convex, a relatively thin circu 
lar diaphragm within said element and integral therewith 
having a ?at side in engagement with said convex side, 
the diameter of said diaphragm being substantially equal 
to the diameter of said pad and to the inside diameter of 
said ‘rim whereby pressure of the ‘axially outwardly fac 
ing edges of said rim against said lobe will cause said 
diaphragm to yieldably conform to the convex contour of 
said convex side of said pressure pad. 

3. In an earring; a circular pressure pad, a shaft cen 
trally connected with one side of said pad and projecting 
axially‘therefrom, a relatively soft, elastic element en 
closing said pad and formed with a circular axially di~ 
rected rim coaxial with said pad projecting from ‘the side 
of said pad opposite to said shaft for engaging the lobe 
of the carrot the wearer of said earring, the side of said 
pad opposite to said shaft being convex, a relatively thin 
circular diaphragm within said element and integral there 
with having a ?at side in engagement with said convex 
side, the diameter of said diaphragm being substantially 
equal to the diameter of said pad and to the inside di 
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4 
ameter of said rim whereby pressure of the axially out 
wardly facing edges of said rim against said lobe will 
cause said diaphragm to yieldably conform to the con 
vex contour of said convex side of said pressure pad, said 
other recess being relatively shallow. 

4. A device adapted to be positioned on the pressure 
pad of an earring comprising: a relatively soft, elastic, 
cylindrical element formed with a pair of oppositely out 
wardly opening recesses in its opposite sides, coaxial with 
the cylindrical sides of said ‘device, one recess of said 
pair being enlarged radially of the axis of said element 
within the latter for receiving said pressure pad therein 
and to provide a radially inwardly projecting portion 
adapted to extend over a side of said pad for releasably 
securing said element to said pad, the sides of the recess 
in the other side of said element providing an axially di 
rected circular rim adapted to engage the lobe of an 
ear, thin diaphragm within said element forming a com 
mon bottom for said recesses adapted to be ‘readily de 
formable under the pressure of the pressure pad there 
against for conforming to the convex surface contour of 
a pressure pad having such convex surface contour when 
said pad is in said one recess severable means integral 
with said circular rim projecting radially outwardly there 
from, said severable means being adapted to be grasped 
between the ?ngers of a hand at points ‘radially out 
wardly of said elements to facilitate positioning said ele 
ment on said pressure pad and being relatively thin and 
readily severable from said element at the cylindrical sides 
of the latter for removal from said element free from 
impairing the e?iciency of said rim. 

5. A device adapted to be positioned on the pressure 
pad of an earring comprising: a relatively soft, elastic, 
cylindrical element formed with a pair of oppositely out 
wardly opening recesses in its opposite sides, coaxial with 
the cylindrical sides of said device, one recess of said 
pair being enlarged radially of the axis of said element 
within the latter for receiving said pressure pad therein 
and to provide a radially inwardly projecting portion 
adapted to extend over aside of said pad for ‘releasably 
securing said element to said pad, the sides of the recess 
in the other side of said element providing an axially 
directed circular rim adapted to engage the lobe of an 
car, a thin diaphragm within said element forming a com 
mon bottom for said recesses adapted to be readily de 
formable under the pressure of the pressure pad there 
against for conforming to the convex surface contour of 
a pressure pad having such convex surface contour when 
said pad is in said one recess a pair of strips of the same 
material as said element and integral therewith project 
ing radially outwardly of said element from points at 
opposite sides of, said device and substantially even ‘with 
the side of said device ‘in which said one recess is formed, 
said device being of relatively soft material impervious 
to attack by skin secretions and said strips being rela 
tively thin as compared with the axial dimension of said 
device and readily severable from said device at each of 
the opposite sides of the latter from which said strips 
project. 
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