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This invention relates to a marble shooter and has for 
its primary object to accurately project a marble toward 
a target or the like. 
Another object is to_vary the rate of propulsion‘ of 

the marble toward the target according to the desires of 
the user. 

A further object is to hold the marble in proper posi- . 
tion in front of the marble shooter and to'_ enable the user 
to direct the propulsion of the marble. 
The above and other objects may be attained by em~ 

ploying this invention which embodies among its features 
a marble shooter comprising a casing, yielding jaws 
carried by the casing and extending longitudinally there 
from adjacent one end thereof for gripping a marble and 
holding it between said jaws in spaced ‘relation to the 
adjacent end of the casing, and means carried by and 
extending through the end of a casing adjacent the jaws 
for movement longitudinally through said end of the 
casing and engagement with a marble held between the 
jaws to propel said marble away from the casing. 

Other features include a plunger mounted in the end 
of the casing adjacent the jaws for movement therethrough, 
yielding means within the casing and engaging the plunger 
for urging it outwardly between the jaws and engaging 
a marble held between the jaws for propelling it away 
from the casing, andreleasable means carried by the casing 
and engaging .theplunger for restraining, its movement 
under the in?uence of the'yielding'means. 

Still other features include notches opening through‘ one 
side ofathe plunger'to de?ne longitudinally spaced teeth, 
a latch dog~ carried by the-casing for releasably engaging 
a tooth and holding the plunger against movement under 
the in?uence of the yielding means, and a push button 
carried by the casing and extending through one side there 
of for engaging the latch dog and disengaging it from the 
plunger. 

In the drawings: 
Figure l is a side view of the marble shooter embody 

. ing the features of this invention; 
Figure 2 is a top plan view of the marble shooter il 

lustrated in Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is a vertical sectional view taken substantially 

on the line 3——3 of Figure 2; 
Figure 4 is a bottom plan view of the marble shooter 

showing a marble held in place ready for shooting and the 
plunger of the marble shooter retracted; 

Figure 5 is a vertical sectional view taken substantially 
on the line 5-5 of Figure 3; and 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of the yielding jaws show 
ing them as they would appear when removed from the 
casing. 

Referring to the drawings in detail, this improved mar 
ble shooter comprises a casing constructed of mating 
halves 10 and 12, each comprising a trough-shaped body 
14 having longitudinally spaced transversely extending 
partitions 16 and 16" extending therethrough intermediate 
the ends thereof. An end wall 18 is carried by each half 
or body 14 and the partitions 16, 16' and the end wall 
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18 are provided with aligning recesses 20 and 22, re 
spectively, which, when the halves are joined together 
as illustrated in Figures 2 and 4, de?ne aligned openings, 
the purpose of which will hereinafter appear. Carried 
by each half 14 and extending outwardly therefrom in 
termediate the ends thereof is a housing 26 de?ning a 
chamber 28 which opens into the interior of its respective 
housing between the partitions 16 and 16’. Carried by 
each body 14 and projecting into each chamber 28 ad 
jacent its respective partition 16' are transversely spaced 
cars 30 through which extends a pivot pin 32. The 
mating bodies 14 are joined together adjacent opposite 
ends by transversely extending screws 34 and 36. 
Opening through the end of each mating body 14 ad 

jacent its respective end wall 18 is a longitudinally extend 
ing groove 38 which groove also opens through the side, 
of its respective body 14 adjacent the adjacent side or 
mating body. 
Mounted for longitudinal sliding movement in the 

aligned openings de?ned by the recesses 20, 20' and 22 
in the mating bodies 14 is a plunger 40 carrying a trans 
versely extending cross pin 42 adjacent and in spaced 
relation to the end which projects through the opening 
de?ned by the mating recesses 22, and surrounding said 
plunger 40 between the partition 16’ and the end wall 
18 is a compression coiled spring 44, one end of which 
bears on the partition 16', while the opposite end bears 
on the cross pin 42 to yieldingly urge the plunger out 
wardly through the end wall 18, as will be readily under 

The plunger is 
provided with notches which extend outwardly through 
the side thereof adjacent the chamber 28 to de?ne teeth 
50, the purpose of which will hereinafter appear. 
Mounted for rocking movement on the pivot pin 32 is 

a latch lever 52 carrying adjacent one end a latch dog 
54 which extends between the partitions 16 and 16’ and 
is adapted to engage a tooth 50 to hold the plunger 40 
against movement under the in?uence of the spring 44. 
A leaf spring 56 is carried by the housings 14 within the 
chamber 28 and bears on the lever 52 to urge the latch 
dog 54 into the path of movement of the teeth 50 so 
that as the plunger is moved inwardly against the e?ort 
of the spring 44, the latch dog 54 will engage the teeth 
50 to hold the plunger in a selected position against move 
ment under the in?uence of the spring 44. As illustrated 
in Figure 3, the mating halves 14 are provided with re 
cesses 58 de?ning a passage which opens into the chamber 
28, and mounted for sliding movement in said passage is 
a push button 60 which bears on the lever 52 in such a 
manner that pressure on the push button 60 will rock 
the lever 52 against the effort of the spring 56 to disen 
gage the dog 54 from a tooth 50 to thereby release the 
plunger 40 for movement under the effort of the spring 44. 
A marble holder designated generally 62 comprises 

parallel spring arms 64 joined at one end by a cross 
member 66 and carrying adjacent their opposite ends 
outwardly extending loops 68 which lie to one side of 
the longitudinal axis of the arms 64 along the common 
axis which, as illustrated, is offset to one side of the arms 
64 so that when the cross member 66 is entered into the 
space de?ned by the grooves 38, the arms 64 will project 
outwardly from the adjacent end of the shooter and to 
gether with the aligned loops 70 will de?ne yielding jaws 
between which a marble M may be supported in axial 
alignment with the longitudinal axis of the plunger 40. 
A suitable ferrule 70 of cushioning material is carried by 
the end of the plunger which extends outwardly between 
the arms 64 so as to cushion the impact of the plunger on 
the marble M. Carried by the end of the plunger re 
mote from the ferrule 70 is a head 72 which slides within 
the pocket 74 de?ned within the mating body members 
14 between the partition 16 and the end of the marble 
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shooter remote from the end wall 18. A ring 76 of 
cushioning material encircles the plunger 40 between the 
head 72 and the partition 16 so as to cushion the impact 
of the head 72 on the partition 16 under the in?uence of 
the spring 44. ' ' 

In use, it will be evident that with a marble mounted 
between the yielding jaws de?ned by the loops 68 with 
the plunger moved inwardly against the effort of the 
spring and the latch dog 54 engaged with a selected tooth 
50, pressure on the push button 60 will release the plunger 
40 for movement under the in?uence of the spring 44 so 
that the cushioning ferrule 70 will be driven forcibly 
against the marble M to propel it in a selected direction. 
Obviously, the force of propulsion of the marble M may 
be regulated by the distance that the plunger is moved 
against the effort of the spring 44 and consequently the 
force of propulsion of the marble is directly under the 
control of the user. 

While in the foregoing there has been shown and 
described the preferred embodiment of this invention, it 
is to be understood that minor changes in the details of 
construction, combination and arrangement of parts 
may be resorted to without departing from the spirit and 
scope of the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a marble shooter, an elongated hollow casing 

having a forward end and-a rear end, and opposed lon 
gitudinal side walls, a forward end Wall closing the for 
ward end of the casing and provided with an opening, a 
rear partition in and extending across the interior of the 
casing and spaced forwardly from the rear end of the 
casing, a forward partition in and extending across the 
interior of the casing and spaced forwardly from said 
rear partition, a plunger in said casing having a forward 
end and a rear end, said partitions having openings through 
which the plunger slidably extends, an enlarged stop head 
on the rear end of the plunger behind said rear partition, 
a marble striking head on the forward end of the plunger 
in front of the forward end wall of the casing, a lateral 
pin on the plunger within the casing near said forward 
end wall, a helical spring on the plunger and compressed 
between said pin and said forward partition, said casing 
having a wall positioned between said opposed side walls 
provided with an opening located between said forward 
and rear partitions, a spring pressed latch lever within 
said housing having a forward end and a rear end, said 
latch lever being pivoted intermediate its ends on said cas 
ing, a latch- dog on the rear end of the latch lever reaching 
through said opening into the ‘interior of the casing, teeth 
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spaced along said plunger with which the latch dog is 
releasably engageable, spring means in said housing urging, 
the latch dog toward the plunger, and a push button 
mounted on the housing and engageable with the forward 
end of the latch lever for releasing the latch dog from 
teeth on the plunger. 

2. In a marble shooter, an elongated hollow casing 
having a forward end and a rear end, and opposed longi 
tudinal side walls, a forward end wall closing the forward 
end of the casing and provided with an opening, a rear 
partition in and extending across the interior of the casing 
and spaced forwardly from the rear end of the casing, 
a forward partition in and extending across the interior 
of the casing and spaced forwardly from said rear parti 
tion, a plunger in said casing having a forward end and 
a rear end, said partitions having openings through which 
the plunger slidably extends, an enlarged stop head on 
the rear end of the plunger behind said rear partition, a 
marble striking head on the forward end of the plunger 
in front of the forward end wall of the casing, a lateral 
pin on the plunger within the casing near said forward 
end wall, a helical spring on the plunger and compresses 
between said pin and said forward partition, said casing 
having a wall positioned between said opposed side walls 
provided with an opening located between said forward 
and rear partitions, a spring pressed latch lever within 
said housing having a forward end and a rear end, said 
latch lever being pivoted intermediate its ends on said 
casing, a latch dog on the rear end of the latch lever 
reaching through said opening into the interior of the 
casing, teeth spaced along said plunger with which the 
latch dog is releasably engageable, spring means in said 
housing urging the latch dog toward the plunger, and a 
push button mounted on the housing and engageable with 
the forward end of the latch lever for releasing the latch 
dog from teeth on the plunger, and marble ‘holding means 
on the forward end of the casing and projecting forwardly 
therefrom for holding a marble in the path of the striking 
head. 
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