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This invention is a brush support adapted to be used 
as an accessory in a can containing a liquid paint brush 
cleaner. 

In the cleaning of brushes, such as are used for the 
application of paints, varnishes, enamels and other ?lm 
forming materials, it is the common practice to immerse 
the bristle portion of the brush in a liquid paint cleaner 
contained in a can. The cleaner serves to loosen from 
the bristles of the brush the ?lm-forming materials, 
which thereupon settle to the bottom of the can. If the 
brush is permitted to rest upon the bottom of the can, 
the freed materials form a layer in the can bottom in 
which the ends of the bristles remain in contact, so that 
the brush is not entirely cleaned under this practice. 
Accordingly, the brushes are frequently suspended from 
the edge of the can by different expedients so as to space 
the ends of the bristles from the bottom of the can and 
thereby free them from contact with the accumulated 
sediment in such can. 

Various devices have heretofore been suggested to 
space the brush from the bottom of the can, but none 
of them has proved satisfactory for many reasons. 
The object of the invention is to provide a novel brush 

support which may be positioned in the bottom of a 
can and on which support a brush may be placed in such 
manner as to space the brush from the can bottom. 
The support of this invention embodies many novel 

features particularly adapting it for incorporation di 
rectly into the can in which a liquid brush cleaner is 
marketed, so that the brush cleaner becomes, in effect, a 
part of the merchandised article, being anchored within 
the can in a su?iciently positive manner to provide 
against its displacement during shipment and subsequent 
handling. 

In its preferred practical form, the support of this in 
vent-ion comprises a reticulated member formed from 
wires extending longitudinally and transversely of the de 
vice and spaced apart in both directions after the man 
ner of a Wire mesh screen with downturned margins 
constituting a skirt-like portion, the lower edge of which 
is adapted to rest upon the bottom of a can. The de 
vice, when positioned in the can, covers the bottom of 
the can and forms a platform on which brushes may 
rest in spaced relation to the bottom of the can and 
above the sediment which may accumulate therein. 
By preference the ends of the wires are so arranged 

as to ?rmly grip the side walls of the can so as to anchor 
the device in position at the bottom of the can and thus 
prevent its inadvertent displacement. 

Features of the invention, other than those adverted 
to, will be apparent from the hereinafter detailed de 
scription and appended claims when read in conjunction 
with the accompanying drawing. 
The accompanying drawing illustrates one practical em 

bodiment of the invention, but the construction therein 
shown is to be understood as illustrative, only, and not 
as de?ning the limits of the invention. 
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Fig. 1 is a top view of the device as it appears before 

it is positioned in a can. 
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of said device. 
Fig. 3 is an end elevation thereof. 
Fig. 4 shows the device in position in a can, the can 

being shown in section and the device also shown in 
section in the plane of the line 4-4 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 5 is a similar section, but showing the device in 
section in the plane of the line 5-5 of Fig. 1. 
The brush support of this invention is constructed 

from longitudinal wires 1 and transverse wires 2 with 
the longitudinal wires preferably overlying the transverse 
wires and spot welded to the latter, at their points of 
crossing to provide a reticulated structure of fairly open 
wire mesh. The openings. in the mesh should be large 
enough to permit the passage of sediment therethrough, 
but should be small enough to support the bristle end 
of a brush. 
The wires are bent so that the device embodies a 

substantially ?at top 3 with a surrounding depending 
skirt 4, at the lower edge of which the individual wires 
protrude for a short distance as shown, whereby, when 
the device is seated in the base of the can, these Wires 
may dig into the wall of the can sufficiently to anchor the 
device in place. 
As appears from Fig. l of the drawing, the device, 

prior to its introduction into the can C, has rounded 
ends while its sides are substantially straight. it has a 
length somewhat greater than the radius of the inside 
of the can C with which it is to be associated and its 
width is slightly less than the diameter of the can open— 
ing 0. It is adapted to be introduced into the can edge 
wise, so that its lesser width may be passed through the 
can opening 0 and, after so introduced, it is pressed down 
?rmly to the bottom of the can by any appropriate pres 
sure applying means. 

It will be noted that the skirt portion 4 of the device 
is of ?ared formation. Consequently when downward 
pressure is applied throughout the ?at upper surface 
3 of the device, this upper surface will be maintained 
?at, while the walls of the can will force the opposite 
bowed ends of the device inwardly to conform said ends 
to the contiguous portions of the wall of the can and 
produce the result indicated in Fig. 4. At the same 
time the ?ared portion ‘of the sides of the device will be 
further ?ared in a lateral direction and into contact with 
the walls of the can, as shown in Fig. 5, due to an in 
creased ?attening effect of the pressure ‘on the top of 
the device, for it will be noted, particularly from Figs. 
2 and 3, that the skirt is not so deep at the ends of the 
device as it is at the sides. Hence the longitudinal edges 
of the skirt will engage with the bottom of the can be 
fore the transverse edges of the skirt thus engage and 
consequently the continued pressure necessary to engage 
the latter walls will effect the spreading of the longi 
tudinal walls and the contraction of the transverse walls 
of the skirt with an overall ?attening of the upper sur 
face of the device to provide a substantially ?at upper 
surface on which a brush B may rest with its bristles in 
engagement with said ?attened surface. It is to be 
noted that the forcible seating of the lower edges of the 
skirt at the base of the can will cause the free ends of 
the wires at said edges to tend to dig into the walls of 
the can, so that they tightly engage with these walls and 
anchor the device ?rmly in position, so that it will not 
inadvertently lift free from the bottom of the can. 
The device of this invention will of course be made 

of a size appropriate to the size of the can with which 
it is to be associated and it may be of any desired over 
all height. However, I ?nd, in practice, that a height 
of 3/1" to 1" will more than adequate space the 
bristles from sediment that may be deposited therefrom 
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in the bottom of the can, when a brush is supported on 
a device and immersed in a liquid L, as indicated in 
Fig. 4. 
The use of a wire construction of the character-de 

scribed will not only properly support a brush, as stated, 
but it provides a convenient reticulated ,surfacein con 
tact with which the brush may be scrubbedto spread 
the bristles and enable the liquid, cleaner in the can to 
thoroughly penetrate the bristles vand the heelrof the 
brush. By this procedure, the paint or other ?lm-form 
ing material contained therein may be loosened to facili 
tate its settling'to the bottom of the can where it is 
maintained free from contact with the brush. 
The device of this invention may be economically 

manufactured and simply and e?iciently installed in a 
7 can to remain undisturbed therein until the liquid clean 
er therein has ceased to be of further use. 

The foregoing detailed description sets forth the in— 
vention in its preferred practical form, but the invention 
is to be understood as fully commensurate with the ap 
pended claims. 
Having thus fully described the invention, what I claim 

as new and desire to secure as Letters Patent is: 
17 A brush support adapted for use in a press cover 

type can having a cylindrical Wall comprising: a wire 
mesh body having a substantially ?at top merging into 
an outwardly bowed depending skirt extending down 
wardly from all sides of the ?at top, said support being 
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of greater length than its width and those portions of 
the skirt at the longitudinal edges of the support being 
of greater depth than those portions of the skirt at the 
ends of the support. 

2. A brush support according to claim 1, wherein the 
free edge ‘of the skirt is bowed at the opposite ends of 
the support and substantially straight at its longitudinal 
edges. 

3. A brush support for a press cover type can having 
a cylindrical body closed at its bottom and having at 
its top a circular opening of less diameter than the body, 
said support comprising a wire mesh body having a 
substantially ?at top merging into an outwardly bowed 
skirt extending downwardly from all sides of the flat 
top, said wire mesh body having a length substantially 
equal to the diameter of the cylindrical body of the can 
and of a width less than the diameter of the top opening 
of said can. 
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