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This invention appertains, in general, to containers con 
structed of solid fibreboard, corrugated íibreboard or any 
other suitable, bendable material. 

Basket-like containers constructed of ñbreboard and 
paperboard material are Well-known in the art. The ñbre 
board baskets and boxes are ordinarily utilized to carry 
fruits, vegetables and the like. Containers of this type 
customarily employ a unitary body member formed of a 
single ñbreboar'd blank, and a cover member which is 
generally co-extensive in area and dimension with the top 
of the body member. Often employed are handle mem 
bers secured to the body member of the container. The 
cover members are sometimes provided with fold lines 
which permit the cover to be bent to permit it to be placed 
on the container body beneath the handle member. There 
has been, however, a need for a cover member for con 
tainers of this type which would automatically lock onto 
the body member during shipment so as to protect the 
contents against damage. lt is, therefore, an' object of 
this invention to provide for a iibreboard-typev carrying 
container, a self-locking, easily releasable cover member 
which will engage onto the container body to prevent ac 
cidental release therefrom. 

lt is a further object of this invention to provide, in 
a container of the type described, a locking cover mem 
ber in which the cover member may be folded along a 
cover score line to disengage the locking elements from 
the container body. 
A still further object of this invention is to provide,l 

in a libreboard carrying container, a cover locking means 
which will automatically engage into locking position 
and which locking means are disposed entirely within the 
interior of the wall structures of the container thereby pre 
venting acciden’tal release of the cover member. 

Another object of this invention is to provide a self~ 
locking cover member for a container, in which the lock~ 
in'g elements of the cover member may be retracted in 
wardly from the container by bending the cover member 
about a pre-formed fold line.l 
A further object of this invention is to provide a cover 

locking device for a container in which the locking means 
are completely concealed from the interior and the eX 
terior of the container body so as to prevent damage to 
the contents or accidental release thereof. ' 

Other objects and advantages of this invention will be 
apparentto those skilled in the art upon a full and com 
plete understanding of the construction of this device. 
The invention also consists in the parts, arrangements 

and combinations of parts hereinafter described and 
claimed. The accompanying drawings form a part of 
this specification, and like numerals and symbols there 
in appearing refer to like parts wherever they occur.> 

Fig. l is a plan view of a blank illustrating a container 
vbody embodying a preferred form of the invention; 

Fig. 2 is a plan View 'of apblank of a locking cover 
member embodying a preferred form of the invention. 
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Fig. 3 is a perspective View of the blank shown in 
Fig». l illustrated in partiallyV erected form; 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a completely erectedv 
container body formed from the blank shown in Fig. l; 

Fig. 5 is a vertical, fragmentary, sectional view taken 
along lines S-S of Fig. 4; 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary, vertical, sectional view taken 
along. lines 6~6 of Fig, 4; 

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary, vertical, sectional View taken 
along lines 7-’7 of Fig. 4; 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of an erected cover member 
formed from the blank illustrated in Fig. 2; 

Fig. 9 is an end elevation of a cover member embody 
ing the invention shown partially inserted into position; 

Fig. 10 is an end elevation of a container embody 
ing a preferred form of the invention shown with the 
cover member securely locked in position. 

Fig’. 1l is a fragmentary, sectional view taken along 
lines 11-11 of Fig. 10; and 

Fig. 12 is a perspective view of a completely assembled 
container embodying a preferred form of the invention. 
The body blank for a container body A, illustrated in 

Fig. l, is provided with a bottom panel 11 defined by side 
scores 12 and end scores 13. End wall panels 14 are fold 
ably connected to the bottom panel 11 along the end 
scores 13 and, in turn, are provided with end Wall scores 
15 which deñne the hinge connections of end wall flaps 
V16. Side wall panels v17 are connected to the bottom panel 
11 along the side scores 12 and are provided with double 
top scores 18 which define the hinge connection of side 
wall top ñaps 19. The side wall top flaps 19 are pro 
vided at their ends with corner scores Ze'ì which deíine 
the hinge connection of the side Wall end llaps Z1. 

In the particular embodiment illustrated, each side Wall 
top' flap 19 is provided with securing tabs 22 projecting 
from their outer free margins. The securing tabs are posi 
tioned to'V engage into securing voids 23 in the bottom 
panel 11 when the container is erected. Fastening tabs 
24 are formed in the end margins of the bottom panel 11 
and, 'as Will be observed later in the specification, engage 
the side wall end llaps when the body member is erected». 
Ventilating openings' 25 are formed in the side wall 
'panels 17 adjacent the side scorers 12 to register with 
Ventilating cut outs 26 formed inthe outer margin of the 
side wall top ilaps 1.9 and the lower ’margins of the end 
wall flaps 16 when the container body is erected. 

The container body is also provided with locking Y27 formed in the end Wall »flaps 1li and spaced from the 

free upper edge 28 of the end‘wall flaps 25 by means of a 
web portion 29. The locking voids 27 are preferably 
formed so that one of their'side margins Si! is in sub~ 
stanîial alignment with the adjacent end Wall scores 15. 

A- locking cover member B, as shown in Figs. 2 and 
8, is provided with a pair of longitudinal half cover 
panels $1 foldably connected together along a central 
longitudinal score 32. The `combined widths of 'the 
longitudinal cover panels 3i is preferably such that the 
free side margins 33 will extend over the side edges of fthe 
top edges of the side wall panel 17 of the body member 
A; however, this particular relationship will be more fully 
>described later in Ythe speci?cation. Each longitudinal 
cover panel‘31 is provided with a locking liap 34 foldably 
connected rthereto along end scores 35. A >wedgeV shaped 
cut out 36 disposed in substantial aliUnm-ent with the cen 
tral longitudinal cover score 32 spaces adjacent locking 
flap 34. A locking recess 37 is provided inthe free outer 
side margin 3S of each locking ñap 34. As will be ap 
parent in a later portion of the specification, each locking 
recess 3‘7 is positioned to cooperate and receive-the web 
portion 29 of the end wall ñap 16 which is inserted into 
thev 'side structure. A locking projection 39 is 'formed 
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>in the free outer side margin 3S of each locking ñap 34. 
The locking projection 39 engages intoU the locking voids 
27 of the completed container. When the cover half 
panels 31 are in co-planar relation, the distance between 
the locking projections 39, as shown in Fig. 2; is greater 
than the interior distance between the upstanding side 
wall top flaps 19 so as to'provide an effective locking 
engagement between the body member A andthe locking 
cover member B. ' 

In the particular embodiment illustrated, it was found 
to be desirable to include clearance shoulder 40 to provide 
the necessary clearance required in fitting the cover mem 
ber B over the folded end wall construction of the con 
tainer. The clearance shoulder 40 may be modiñed to 
conform with variations in the particular body member 
A employed. ' 
The body member A may be erected by folding the end 

wall panels 14 upwardly about the end scores 13 into sub 
stantially right angular relation with the bottom panel 11. 
The end wall flaps 16 are then folded right angularly 
inwardly with respect to their adjacent end wall panels 
14. The side wall end ñaps 21 are then folded down 
wardly about their adjacent corner scores 20 into right 
angular relation to the side wall top ñaps 19. The side 
wall panels 17 are then folded upwardly about the side 
scores 12 into right angular relationship with the bottom 
panel 11. . In this position the side wall top ñaps 19 are 
folded inwardly and downwardly into ñatwise contacting 
relation with the previously positioned end wall llaps 16. 
ln this position, previously folded side wall end ñaps 21 
are disposed in flatwise, spaced relation to the inner faces 
of the end wall panels 14 with their free inner edges in 
substantially abutting relationship, as shown in Fig. 4. 
The space or void between the side wall end tlaps 21 and 
the end wall panels 14 provides an access opening to re~ 
ceive locking elements of the cover member. Also, in the 
embodiment described, the locking voids 27 are disposed 
adjacent the space or void between panels 14 and the ñaps 
21. With this arrangement, it is possible to conceal, from 

' both the interior and exterior of the body, the locking 
elements of the cover member. The securing tabs 22 
are automatically positioned, as shown in Fig. 5, in the 
securing voids 23 to immovably lock and secure the side 
wall top flaps 19 into position. Also, the fastening tabs 
24 are deformed slightly upwardly, as shown in Fig. 6, 
to engage onto the inner faces of the side wall end flaps 
21. In the particular embodiment of the body member 
A illustrated, it would be noted that the end wall panels 
14 are substantially shorter in height than the adjacent 
side wall panels 17 and the adjacent side wall end ñaps 
21. 'I'his is to provide a clearance space to facilitate the 
insertion of the locking elements of the cover member. 
The cover member B may be erected by folding the 

locking ñaps 34 downwardly about their adjacent end 
scores 35 into substantially right angular relationship with 
the longitudinal half cover panels 31 as shown in Fig. 8. 
The longitudinal half cover panels 31 are then bent down 
wardly about the central longitudinal cover score 32 as 
shown in Fig. 9, preferably until the inner end edges de 
ñning the wedge shaped cut out 36 of the locking flaps 
34 are in abutting relationship. The locking flaps 34 
are inserted between the side wall end ñaps 21 and the 
end wall panels 14 until the side edges 33 are in contact 
with the upper edges of the side wall panels 17. The 
longitudinal half cover panels 31 are then folded down 
wardly into substantially co-planar relation with each 
other as best shown in Fig. 10, thereby engaging the lock 
ing projections 39 into the adjacent locking voids 27. An 
.expanded view of the locking relationship is illustrated in 
LFig. 1I. The container is now in condition for use and 
the locking cover member B may not be removed until 
y_the longitudinal half cover panels 31 are bent downward 
ly with respect to the central longitudinal cover score 32 
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A 
released by forcing the side edges 33 of the cover half 
panels 31 horizontally inwardly toward each other there-v 
by forcing the center of the locking cover member B, 
defined by the central longitudinal cover score 32, up 
wardly. As the side edges 33 are drawn inwardly, the 
locking projections 39 are moved horizontally inwardly 
out of the concealed locking voids 27 thereby disengaging 
the locking means and permitting the cover member B 
to be lifted from the body member A.' ' 

It will be noted that when the cover member B is 
locked in position, the web portion 29 is securely received 
into the locking recess 37 to provide a secure inner lock 
ing engagement between the body member A and the 
cover member B. . 

As shown in the dotted line portion of Fig. 12, a handle 
member 41 may be employed if desired to facilitate 
carrying of the container. 

It is to be understood that the embodiments herein 
described are illustrative and not restrictive, and it is 
also to be understood that the invention may be sus 
ceptible of embodiment in other modiñed forms, and 
that all such modifications which are similar or equivalent 
hereto come equally within the scope of the claims next 
appearing. ' 

What I claim is: 
l. A container having a body with upstanding side 

and end walls and a locking cover member, the cover 
member comprising a pair of half 'panels foldably con 
nected together ‘along a central fold line and having side 
marginal edges, each half panel being substantially co 
extensive in length with the container body and having 
a locking ñap foldably connected to each end thereof, 
each locking lflap having an outer side margin and 1a 
lateral locking projection thereon, the body side walls 
having cooperating voids disposed adjacent the end 
margins thereof and spaced to receive the lateral locking 
projections on said cover end locking ñaps when the 
cover member is positioned on the body member, the 
cover member being releasable from the body member 
when the side marginal edges of the -half cover panels 
are moved horizontally inwardly along the central fold 
line thereby retracting the lateral locking projections 
from the cooperating voids in the body side Walls. 

2. A container having a body with upstanding side 
wall structures and end walls and a locking cover mem 
ber,.the cover member comprising a pair of longitudinal 
half panels foldably connected together along a central 
longitudinal fold line and having free marginal side edges, 
each half panel being substantially »co-extensive in length 
with the container body and having a separate locking 
ñap foldably connected to each end thereof, each locking 
ñap having inner and outer side margins and a locking 
recess disposed in the outer side margin of the locking 
ñap and spaced from adjacent foldable connection with 
the -half panel and defining a lateral locking projection 
thereon, the body side Wall structurehaving cooperating 
voids disposed »adjacent the end margins thereof and 

, spaced to receive the lateral locking projections on said 
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to release and disengage the locking projections 39 from ‘ ‘Y 
the locking voids 27,. In actual practice, thecover is _ 

cover ̀ end locking flaps when the cover member is in pty 
sition on the body member, the cover member being re 
leasable from the body member when the marginal side 
edgesl of the half cover panels are moved horizontally 
inwardly to force the portion of the cover member de~ 
fined by the central longitudinal fold line upwardly, re 
tracting the lateral locking projections from the cooper- ` 
ating voids in the body side walls. y . ,. 

` 3. A container having a body and a locking cover 
member, the body having a bottom with foldably con 
nected, upstanding side wall structures and end walls and 
body end flaps disposed in spaced, parallel relation to 
the inner face of the end walls, the locking cover mem 
ber having a pair of half cover panels connected together 
along a central longitudinal fold line, each half cover 
panel being substantially equal in length to the length 
of _the ̀ container body and having a depending end lock~ 



2,788,982 
5 

ing flap foldably connected thereto, each end locking ñap 
havingla free side edge with a locking projection extend 
ing laterally therefrom, in lthe closed, locking position 
of the cover member, the locking flaps being disposed 
intermediate the body end walls and the spaced end ñaps, 
the body side wall structure having voids therein posi 
tioned intermediate the body end walls and the end ñaps 
and spaced to receive the locking projection on the cover 
locking ñaps. 

4. A container having a body and a cover locking 
member, the body having a bottom with foldably con 
nected, upstanding side -wall structures and end walls 
and body end flaps disposed in spaced, parallel relation 
to the inner face of the end walls, the locking cover mem 
ber having a pair of half cover panelsconnected together 
along a central longitudinal fold line, each half cover 
panel being substantially equal in length to the length 
of the container body and having a separate, depending 
end locking flap foldably connected thereto, each end 
locking ñap having free »outer and inner side edges, said 
outer side edge having a locking projection extending 
laterally therefrom, said inner side edge being relieved 
to provide a clearance space between adjacent locking 
ñaps, -in the closed, locked position of the cover member, 
the locking flaps being disposed intermediate the body 
end wall and the spaced end ñaps, the body side wall 
structure having cooperating voids therein positioned 
intermediate the body end walls and the end ñaps and 
spaced yto receive the locking projection on the cover 
locking flaps. 

5. The invention set forth and claimed in claim 4 
wherein the side marginal edges of the half cover panels 
of the locking cover member are adapted to be moved 
inwardly thereby îlexing the half cover panels upwardly 
about the central longitudinal fold line to retract the 
laterally extending locking flaps inwardly from the lock 
ing voids in the body end walls to permit the cover mem 
ber to be removed from the container body. 

6. The invention set forth and claimed in claim 4 where 
in the half cover panels are of suñicient width so that, 
in the closed, locked position of the cover member, their 
free longitudinal side edges extend in overlapping rela 
tion to the top margins of the container body side walls. 

7. A container having a body and a locking cover 
member, the body having a bottom with foldably con 
nected upstanding side and end walls and side wall end 
ñaps disposed in spaced, parallel relation to the inner 
face of the end walls, the locking cover member having 
a pair of half cover panels connected together along a 
central longitudinal fold line, each half cover panel being 
substantially equal in length to the length of the con 
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tainer body and having a separate depending end locking 
ñap foldably connected thereto, each end locking ñap 
having a free outer side edge with a out out portion dis 
posed adjacent the foldable connection to the half cover 
panel and a laterally extending locking projection dis 
posed adjacent the cut out portion, in the closed, locked 
position of the cover member, the locking ñaps being dis 
posed intermediate the body end walls and the spaced 
end ñaps, the body side wall structure having a web por 
tion adjacent the upper portions of the end margins there 
of and a locking void positioned beneath said web por 
tion, in the locked position of the cover member, the 
lateral projection on each cover locking ñap being dis 
posed outwardly through the locking void in the con 
tainer side wall structure and the cut out portion in each 
locking ñap receiving, in cooperating relation, the web 
portion in the upper portion of the end margin of the 
body side wall structure. 

8. A container having a body and a locking cover 
member, the body having a bottom with foldably con 
nected, upstanding side wall structures and end walls, the 
side wall structure being provided with folded-over top 
marginal side wall flaps disposed vertically downwardly in 
tiatwise relation to the adjacent side walls, the side wall 

“ top ñaps having foldably connected extensions forming 
end ñaps positioned in spaced parallel relation to the 
inner face of the container end wall, the container end 
walls being provided with integral, foldably connected 
end extensions forming end wall flaps disposed interme 
diate and forming a part of the side wall structure, the 
locking cover member having a pair of half cover panels 
connected together along a central longitudinal fold line, 
each half cover panel being substantially equal in length 
to the length of the container body and having a separate, 
depending end locking ñap foldably connected thereto, 
each end locking flap having a free outer side edge with 
a locking projection extending laterally therefrom in the 
closed, locked position of the cover member, the locking 
ñaps being disposed intermediate the body end walls and 
the spaced end ñaps, the body side wall structure having 
voids extending through the end wall end flap therein, 
said voids being disposed intermediate the body end walls 
and the end llaps and spaced to receive the locking pro 
jections on the cover locking ñaps. 
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