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' 2 Claims. (Cl. 145-50) 

This invention relates in general to hand tools, and 
more speci?cally to improvements in thimble tools in 
tended to be carried by one’s ?nger and rotated by one’s 
thumb. 

'At the present time there are being manufactured many 
pieces of equipment which have screws and other fas 
teners disposed in out-of-the-way places which ‘are rela 
tively inaccessible and which are almost impossible to 
turn with conventional tools. It is, therefore, the primary 
object of this invention to provide an improved hand tool 
in the form of a thimble tool which may be carried by 
one’s ?nger and which may be rotated in the desired 
direction for either placing or removing an associated 
fastener through the use of an adjacent thumb. 

Another object of this invention is to provide an im 
proved thimble tool which is of an extremely simple con‘ 
struction and which is formable of readily obtainable 
material so as to be economically feasible; 
A further object of this invention is to provide an 

improved thimble tool which has carried thereby a key 
chain whereby keys and other important items may be 
carried in combination with the thimble tool, the thimble 
tool forming both an ornament and a useful tool. 

These together with other objects and advantages which 
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein 
like numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 

Figure l is an elevational view of a preferred form 
of the invention which is in the form of a screw driver 
having a blade thereof integrally formed therewith and 
punched therefrom; 

Figure 2 is an enlarged vertical sectional view taken 
substantially upon the plane indicated by the section line 
2—2 of Figure 1 and shows the general relationship of 
the various parts of the thimble tool of Figure 1; ' 

Figure 3 is a vertical sectional view similar to Figure 2 
and shows a slightly modi?ed form of the thimble tool; 
- - Figure 4 is a perspective view of another modi?ed form 
of thimble tool and shows the general outline thereof; 

Figure 5 is an enlarged vertical sectional view taken 
substantially upon the plane indicated by the section line 
5—5 of Figure 4 and shows the construction of the thim 
ble tool of Figure 4; 

Figure 6 is an enlarged vertical sectional view similar 
to Figure 5 taken through a slightly modi?ed form of 
thimble screw driver and shows the general construction 
thereof; 

Figure 7 is another enlarged vertical sectional view 
taken substantially through the center of another modi 
?ed form of tool and shows the manner in which a screw 
driver blade is carried by the housing part thereof; 

Figure 8 is a perspective view of a further modi?ed 
form of thimble tool and shows the general outline 
thereof; 

Figure 9 is an enlarged vertical sectional view taken 
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substantially upon the plane indicated by the section 
line 9--9 of Figure 8 and shows the general construction 
of the thimble tool of Figure 8; 

Figure 10 is an enlarged vertical sectional view taken 
through a still further modi?ed form of thimble tool 
and shows the manner in which a thimble-shaped insert 
is carried thereby; 

Figure 11 is a perspective view of yet another modi?ed 
form of thimble tool; 

Figure 12 is an enlarged vertical sectional view taken 
substantially upon the plane indicated by the section line 
12-~12 of Figure 11 and shows the manner in which a 
screw driver blade is removably carried by the remainder 
of the thimble tool; and 

Figure 13 is an enlarged vertical sectional view taken 
through another modi?ed form of thimble tool and shows 
the general construction thereof. 

Referring now to Figures 1 and 2 in particular, it will 
be seen that there is illustrated a thimble tool which 
is referred to in general by the reference numeral 10. 
The thimble tool 10 includes a generally cup-shaped 
housing which is referred to in general by the reference 
numeral 12. The cup-shaped housing 12 of the thimble 
tool 10 includes a cylindrical body portion 14 and a 
base 16. 
The thimble tool 10 is in the form of a screw driver 

and includes a depending screw driver blade 18. The 
screw driver blade 18 is formed integrally with the base 
16 and struck therefrom leaving an opening 20 in the 
base 16. In order to facilitate rotation of the screw 
driver blade 18, the body portion 14 is provided with 
vertically extending ribs 22. 

It will be understood that the cup-shaped housing 12 
is to be received over the fore?nger of one’s hand and 
that the housing 12 together with the screw driver blade 
18 are to be rotated in the desired direction by the thumb 
and middle ?nger of such hand. 

Although the thimble tool 10 is intended primarily to 
be utilized as a tool, it may also serve as an ornament due 
to its size. Therefore, the body portion 14 is provided 
with an aperture 24. Passed through the aperture 24 is 
a key chain 26. Although no keys or other devices have 
been illustrated as carried by the key chain 26, it will 
be understood that the items normally found on a key 
chain may be carried thereby. 

Referring now to Figure 3 in particular, it will be seen 
that the form of thimble tool illustrated therein is re 
ferred to in general by the reference numeral 28. The 
thimble tool 28, like the thimble tool 10, includes a gen 
erally cup-shaped housing which is referred to in general 
by the reference numeral 36. The housing 30 includes 
a generally cylindrical body portion 32 which has the 
lower end thereof closed by a transverse base 34. It 
will be noted that the base 34 is formed separate from 
the cylindrical body portion 32. 
The thimble tool 28 is also a screw driver and includes 

a screw driver blade 36 which is formed integral with the 
base 34. It will be noted that the blade 36 is struck 
from the base 34 and that the forming of the blade 36 
results in an opening 38 in the base 34. 

It is intended that the thimble tool 28 also form an 
ornament and accordingly the cylindrical body portion 
32 is provided with an aperture 40. Removably car 
ried by the aperture 40 is a conventional key chain 42. 

Referring now to Figures 4 and 5 in particular, it 
will be seen that there is illustrated a different type of 
thimble tool, the thimble tool being referred to in general 
by the reference numeral 44. The thimble tool 44 in 
cludes a cup-shaped housing which is referred to gen 
erally by the reference numeral 46. The cup-shaped 
housing 46 includes a cylindrical body portion 48 and a 



' base 50. The base 50 has 
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an, outline similar‘ to that 

of a truncated cone and is formed separate from and 
secured to the body portion 48., The base 50 is rela 
tively solid and has a centrally located bore 52 there 
through. Rigidly carried by the bore 52 is an elongated 
shank 54 of a screw driver blade 56. 
The thimble tool 44 is intended to double as an‘ orna 

ment and the body portion 48 is provided with an aper 
ture 53.; Removably carried by the aperture 58 is a con 
ventional key chain 60. 

Referring now to Figure 6, it will be seen that there is 
illustrated a slight modi?cation of the thimble tool of 
Figure 5, the thimble tool of Figure 6 being referred to 

V in general by the reference numeral 62. The thimble 
tool 62 includes an integral cup-shaped housing which is 
referred to in general by the reference numeral 64. The 
cup-shaped housing 64 includes a cylindrical body por 
tion 66 which is formed integrally with a frusto~conical 
base 68. ‘ In addition to being formed integral with the 
body portio'n'66, the frusto-conical base 68 is generally 
hollow and has extending therethrough a centrally located 
bore 79. ,Rigidly carried by the bore 70 is a relatively 
short shank 72 of a screw driver blade 74. 

In order that the thimble tool 62 may also function 
as an ornament, the body portion 66 thereof is provided 
with an'aperture 76. Removably carried by the cup 
shaped housing 64 and passing through the aperture 76 
is a key chain 78. V . 

Referring now to Figure 7 in particular, it will be seen 
that there is illustrated a modi?ed form of thimble tool 
which is referred to in general by the reference nu 
meral 80. The thimble tool 80 includes a cup-shaped 
housing 82‘. The cup-shaped housing 32 comprises an 
integral body portion 84, which is cylindrical in outline, 
and a frusto-conical base 56. The frusto-conical base 
86 is relatively solid and has rigidly carried thereby a 
screw driver blade 88. It will be noted that the screw 
driver blade 6-3 is flat and the upper portion thereof is 
embedded within the frusto-conical base 86. In order 

' to facilitate secureinent of, the screw driver blade 88 in 
the base 86, it is provided with an opening 90 through 
which passes a portion of the base 86. V 
The thimble tool 88 is also intended to function as an 

' ornament and the upper’ part of the body portion 84 is 
provided with an aperture 90. Removably passedthrough 
'thc aperture?ti is a key chain 92. 

Referring now to Figures 8 and 9, itwill be seen that 

ferred to in general by the reference numeral 94. The 
thimble tool 94 includes a cup-shaped housing which is - 
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there‘is illustrated a form of thimble tool which is re- . 

referred to in general by the reference numeral 96. The ' 
cup-shaped housing 96 is' formed by a cylindrical body 
portion 98 and integral, frusto-conical base 100. .The: 
frusto-conical base 100 is provided with a centrally. lo 
cated vertical bore 102 in which is rigidly secured an 
elongated shank 104 of "a screw driver blade 106. 

In order to facilitate rotation of the screw driver blade’ 
106, the outer surface of the body portion 98 is knurled 
as at 108. Further, there is carried within the body 
portion 98 a thimble-like insert 110. The insert 110 is 
formed of spring metal and is of 'the split type, The 
insert 10 is provided adjacent its upper edge with an out 
wardly projecting annular locking ring 112. The lock 
ing‘ ring 112 is spring-urged into engagement in a lock 
ing groove 114 in the inner surface of the body portion 
98. 'It, will be understood that the body portion 98 is 
intendedrto rotate relative to therinsert 112 whichv‘may 
be wedged on one’s ?nger; -/ ’ 

Referring now to Figure 10, it will be seen that there 
'is illustrated a thimble tool somewhat similar to the. 
thimble tool'of Figure 9. The thimble tool of Figure 
10 isreferred to in general by ‘the reference numeral 116 V 
and includes a cup-shaped housing which is referred to 
in_ general, by the reference numeral’ 118. The cup 

V’ shaped housing 118‘is formed by a cylindrical body por 
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of the screw driver blade 152. ' 

r 4 V , 

tion 120 and an integrally formed frusto-conical base 122. 
The frusto-conical base 122 is provided with a centrally 
located elongated bore 124 which has rigidly secured 
therein an elongated shank '126 of a screw driver blade 
12S. ' 

In order to facilitate rotation of the thimble'tool 116, 
7 there is carried by the body portion 120 a thimble-shaped 
insert 130. The thimble-shaped insert 130 is retained 
within the body portion 120 by a separate locking ring 
132 which is removably seated in a locking groove 134 
formed in the inner surface of the body portion 120. - It 

lwill be, understood that’ the‘insert 130 is intended to re 
main stationary while the body portionp120 is'rotated 
'thereabout. 

Referring now to. Figures 11 and 12in particular, it 
will be seen that there is illustrated a form .of thimble’ 
tool which is referred to in general by the reference nu 
'mera1 136. The thimble tool 136 includes a generally 
cup-shaped housing which is referred to in general by the 
reference numeral 138. The’ cup-shaped housing 138 ‘is 
formed by a cylindrical body portion 140. Formed sepa 
rate from the cylindrical body portion 140'and rigidl 
secured thereto is a frusto-conical base 142. I ' 

Carried by the frusto-conical‘base 142 in depending 
relation thereto is an elongated split sleeve 144. The 
split sleeve 144 is externally threaded as at‘146 and has 
removably carried thereby in clamping relation an in 
ternally threaded collar 148. 7 It will be understood that 
the collar 148 and the split sleeve 144 combine to form 
a collet. Removably carried by the split sleeve 144 is an 
elongated shank 150 of a screw driver blade 152. 

Referring now to Figure‘ll in particular, it will be 
seen that the body portion 140 is externally knurled as 
at 154 to facilitate rotation thereof. Furtherl'jthe collar 
148 is provided with vertically extending ribs 156 to 
facilitaterrotation thereof. It will be understood that the 
knurling 154 may facilitate the retention of the body 
portion 140 in a ?xed'position while the collar 148'is . 
rotated relative thereto to either clamp or permit removal 

Referring now to Figure 13 in particular, it will be 
seen that there is illustrated a thimbletool which is re 
ferred to in general by the reference numeral 158. The. 

. thimble tool 158 includes an integral cup-shaped housing 
160. The cup-shaped housin<y 1670 is formed by a cy~ 
lindrical ‘body portion 162 and a frusto-conical base 164, 
the base 164 being integral with the body portion 162. 
Carried by the relatively solid base 164 is a-depending 
sleeve 166. Mounted within the sleeve 166 is a screw, 
driver'blade 168 and depending spring-urged ?ngers 170. 
It will be understood ‘that the spring-urged ?ngers 170 
are intended to grip and retain a fastener’ (not shown) 
from the screw driver blade 168. Inasmuch as the mech 
anism for positioning the spring-urged ?ngers 170 is old 
and well known, it will not be explained in more detail 
here. . 

In view of the foregoing, 'it'will be seen that there has 
been illustrated a number of dilferent typesrof thimble 
tool constructions which vary inrstrength, cost and use; ' 
It will be understood that'each of the thimble tools is 
intended for a particular purpose'and they are particularly 
constructed for such purpose. a ' 

From the foregoing, the construction and operation’ 
of the device will be readily understood and further ex 
planation is believed to be unnecessary. However, since 
numerous modi?cations and changes will readily occur 
to those skilled in the art, his not desired to limit the 

7 invention to the exact construction shown and described, 
and accordingly'all suitable modi?cations and equiva 
lents may be resorted to, falling within the scope of the 
appended claims. 7 ' V 7 

What is claimed as new is as follows: . V 

l. A thimble screw driver comprising .a cup-shaped 
housing, said housing including a cylindrical body por 
tion'and a base, a blade'element carried by said .base in 
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depending relation, said base being generally frusto 
conical and projecting downwardly below said body por 
tion, said base being relatively solid, said blade element 
including an elongated shank, said shank being rigidly 
secured in said base, a thimble-shaped insert lockingly 
carried by said body portion to facilitate rotation of said 
housing relative to a supporting ?nger, said insert being 
split and formed of spring material, said insert having 
an integral locking ring removably seated in a locking 
groove in said body portion. 

2. A thirnble screw driver comprising a cup-shaped 
housing, said housing including a cylindrical body por 
tion and a base closing a lower end of said body por 
tion, said base being generally frusto-conical and project 
ing downwardly below said body portion, said base being 
relatively solid, a blade element, said blade element in 
cluding an elongated shank, said shank passing into said 
base and being rigidly secured thereto, a thirnble-shaped 
insert disposed within said body portion, said body por 
tion having an annular recess formed in the inner surface 
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thereof adjacent its upper end, said insert being generally 
cylindrical and having at an upper end thereof an in 
tegral locking ring, said locking ring being seated in said 
recess, said insert and said locking ring being split and 
formed of spring material to facilitate positioning of said 
insert, said base forming a bottom for said insert. 
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