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This invention relates to a cleaning ?uid holding‘; 
Venetian blind cleaner. 
The primary object of this invention is to provide a 

device of this kind which automatically and simultane 
ously dampens and sponges both the top and bottom sides 
of a Venetian blind slat‘, and removes accumulated dust, 
dirt, soot and rain stains therefrom as the device is applied 
to and moved along the slat. 

Another object of this invention is to provide a 
Venetian blind cleaning device of the character indicated 
above which is simple in construction, and inexpensive to 
manufacture and maintain. 

Other and further objects and advantages of this in 
vention will become more apparent from a consideration 
of the following speci?cation when read in the light 
of the accompanying drawing, in which: ' 

Figure l is a top plan view of a Venetian blind slat 
cleaning device constructed in accordance with this 
invention; 

Figure 2 is a side elevation of the device shown in 
Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view, partly 
in side elevation; 

Figure 4 is a transverse vertical cross-sectional view 
taken on the line 4--4 of Figure 3 and looking in the 
direction of the arrows; 

Figure 5 is a transverse vertical cross-sectional view 
taken on the line 5—-5 of Figure 3 and looking in the 
direction of the arrows; 

Figure 6 is a detail side elevation of one of the pivoted 
members of the device; and 

Figure 7 is a detail side elevation of the other of the 
pivoted members. 

Referring in detail to the drawings, the illustrated 
Venetian blind slat cleaner, generally designated 1, com 
prises two ?at elongated levers 3 and 5, which are crossed 
and are pivoted together at points intermediate their 
ends by a pin, rivet, screw, or other conventional fasten 
ing means 7. At one side of the pivot 7 the levers have 
loop handles 9 and 11 which have openings 13 and 15, 
respectively, to receive therethrough the thumb and ?n~ 
gers of the operator. At the other side of the pivot 7 
the arm 17 of lever 3 is formed with a longitudinal 
concavely curved lower edge 19, which, as shown in 
Figures 4 and 5, is convex in cross section. The upper 
edge 21 of the arm 17 of the lever 3 is straight and 
has a longitudinal recess which is concave in transverse 
cross section (see Figures 4 and 5). The upper edge 21 
terminates at its outward end in'an upstanding hook 
element 23, and the inner end of the upper edge ter 
minates in an upwardly extending boss 25, the boss having 
a concavely curved outer edge 27 facing the hook‘, 
element 23. 
The arm 28 of the lever 5 has a longitudinally convex 

upper edge 29 which is of convex transverse cross section. 
At the inner end of the upper edge 29 is an upwardly 
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projecting boss 31 having a straight vertical outer edge 
33. 
For a purpose to be described herein, the arms 17, 28 

of the levers 3 and 5, are provided with longitudinally 
spaced, transversely extending apertures 35, 37 (see Fig 
ures 4 to 7), and longitudinally spaced vertical passages 
39 extend through the upper and lower edges 21 and 19 
of the arm 17 of the lever 3. 

Elongated, substantially rectangular pads 41 formed 
of sponge rubber or of other ?exible, porous and liquid 
absorbent material are conformably engaged along and 
across the edges 19 and 29 of the lever arms 17 and 28, 
and around the opposite sides of the arms 17 and 28, and 
close opposite ends of the apertures 35, 37. The pads 
are held in place by means of wire pins 43 which are 
inserted through the pads and through the apertures 35 
and 37 in the arms 17 and 28. ‘ 
An elongated cleaning ?uid container 45 having an 

open outer end 47 and‘ a closed inner end 49, and of 
substantial cylindrical cross section, is mounted in the 
recess in the upper edge 21 of the arm 17 of the lever 3. 
As seen in Figures 1 to 3, the closed end of the container 
45 abuts against and conforms to the edge 27 of the 
boss 25, and the open end 47 of the container is posi 
tioned beneath the hook element 23. Seated in the open 
end of the container is a plastic ring 51 which forms a 
liquid seal and is constructed with a substantially cen 
trally disposed aperture 53 which is closed by a plug or 
stopper 55. 

Referring to Figures 3 and 5, it is seen that the under 
side of the side wall of the container 45 is provided 
with longitudinally spaced openings 57 which, when the 
device is assembled, register with the passages 39. Thus 
water or other liquid within the container 45 passes 
freely into the upper pad 41, and the lower pad 42 is 
dampened by contact with the upper pad 41 whenever the 
two pads are engaged with each other. 
As shown in Figures 2 and 3, the facing edges of the 

pads 41, 42 follow the curvature of the arm edges 19, 
29 and that their contours correspond to the contours of 
the upper and lower sides of the curved Venetian blind 
slat 59, as shown in Figure 3. As also shown in Figure 
3, the boss edge 33 projects above the lower pad 42 a 
distance somewhat greater than the thickness of the slat 
59 and provides an abutment for the adjacent edge of 
the slat 59 to prevent the slat from passing this point 
and jamming the scissor action of the levers. 
From the foregoing it is obvious that with the slat 59 

gripped between the pads 41, 42 described, the operator 
need only move the device 1 longitudinally of the slat 
to remove accumulated dirt and dust therefrom. 
Having described and illustrated one embodiment of 

this invention in detail, it will be understood that the same 
is offered by way of example, and that the invention is 
to be limited only by the scope of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a cleaner for a curved Venetian blind slat, ?rst 

and second levers each having an arm on one end and 
a handle on the other end, said levers being crossed and 
pivoted together at points intermediate said arms and 
handles, the arm of the ?rst lever being an upper arm 
and the arm of the second lever being a lower arm, said 
upper arm having a longitudinal concavely curved lower 
edge having a convex cross section, said lower arm having 
a longitudinal convexly curved upper edge having a con 
vex cross section, the lower edge of the upper arm and 
the upper edge of the lower arm facing each other and 
conforming in contour to the upper and lower sides of 
a curved Venetian blind slat, upper and lower porous 
and compressible pads secured to and conformably ex 
tending along and across the facing edges of the arms and 
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extending around the Opposite sides of the arms, said 
upper arm having at least one vertical passage there 
through, and an upper edge, and a hollow cleaning ?uid 
container secured on and extending along the upper edge 
oi the upper arm, said container having a side wall pro 
vided with at least one opening registered with said 
vertical passage. ' 

2. In a cleaner for a curved Venetian blind slat, ?rst 
and second levers each having an arm on one end and a 
handle on the other end, said levers being crossed and 
pivoted together at points intermediate said arms and 
handles, the arm of the ?rst lever being an upper arm 
and the arm of the second lever being a lower arm, said 
upper arm having a longitudinal concavely curved lower 
edge having a convex cross section, said lower arm having 
a longitudinal convexly curved upper edge having a con 
vex cross section, the lower edge of the upper arm and the 
upper edge of the lower arm facing each other and con 
forming in contour to the upper and lower sides of a 
curved Venetian blind slat, upper and lower porous and 
compressible pads secured to and conformably extending 
along and across the facing edges of the arms and ex 
tending around the opposite sides of the arms, said upper 
arm having at least one vertical passage therethrough, 
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and an upper edge, and a hollow cleaning ?uid container 
secured on and extending along the upper edge of the 
upper arm, said container having a side wall provided 
with at least one opening registered with said vertical 
passage, said lower arm having a slat positioning boss 
rising therefrom arranged to engage an edge of a Venetian 
blind slat positioned between the pads. 
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