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The present invention relates to new and useful im 
provements in the game of basketball and more particu 
larly to supporting means for the basket. 
An important object of the invention is to provide a 

basket support of this character in which the usual back 
board is eliminated and an arm is provided for support 
ing the basket clear of any structure against which the 
ball may be thrown and de?ected or ricocheted into the 
basket to thus compel the players to toss the ball directly 
into the basket without the aid of a backboard and ac 
cordingly require greater accuracy on the part of the 
players. 
A further object is to provide a device of this char 

acter of simple and practical construction, which is 
strong and durable, relatively inexpensive to manufac 
ture and otherwise well adapted for the purpose for which 
the same is intended. 

These together with other objects and advantages 
which will become subsequently apparent reside in the 
details of construction and operation as more fully here 
inafter described and claimed, reference being had to 
the accompanying drawings forming a part hereof, where 
in like numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in 
which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view; 
Figure 2 is a longitudinal sectional view taken on a 

line 2-—2 of Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is a sectional view taken on a line 3—-3 of 

Figure 2; and 
Figure 4 is a bottom plan view of the basket and semi 

circular support therefor. 
Referring now to the drawing in detail, wherein for 

the purpose of illustration I have disclosed a preferred 
embodiment of my invention, the numeral 5 designates 
a basket supporting arm generally and which is con 
structed of a pair of girder members 6 and 7 having 
their inner or rear end portions welded or otherwise 
suitably secured to the front surface of a pair of ver 
tically spaced apart parallel bars 8 and 9 which are se 
cured to the lower portion of a pair of vertical hanger 
rods 10 by U-bolts 11. The hanger rods are supported 
at their upper ends to an overhead structure (not shown) 
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to support the basket arm 5 in a horizontal elevated po 
sition. Cross braces 12 connect the pair of girders 6 
and 7 to each other with their rear ends spaced from 
each other and converging toward their front ends which 
are secured to the inside of a hollow upwardly curved 
tapering cornucopia shaped arm 13. The upwardly 
curved tip of arm 13 is secured to the central portion of 
a semi-circular brace 14 which is welded to the under 
side of the rim 15 of a basketball basket 16 to support 
the latter at the front end of arm 5. 
The arm 5 and basket rim supporting brace 14 support 

the basket 16 in a desired elevated position clear of a 
backboard or other structure against which a ball may 
be bounced or de?ected when aimed at the basket to 
eliminate the use of such backboard as an aid in tossing 
the ball into the basket. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modi?cations and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modi?cations and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the appended claims. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. A support for a basketball basket comprising a hori 

zontal arm having front and rear ends, means on the 
rear end of said arm attachable to an overhead struc 
ture to suspend said arm, said means comprising vertical 
hanger rods spaced apart laterally to pass a basketball 
therethrough and thereby prevent functioning of said 
means as a back stop, said front end having means there 
on attachable to the rim of a basketball basket to suspend 
the basketball basket, said last named means being up 
wardly curved to offset the rim of a basketball basket 
above said arm and thereby obviate a basketball from 
bouncing off said arm into such ‘a basket, said arm be 
ing sul?ciently long to suspend a basketball basket out 
of range of a basketball bouncing o? of structure tend 
ing to backstop a basketball in the rear of said ?rst 
named means. 

2. The combination of claim 1, said arm comprising 
a pair of side girders diverging rearwardly to stabilize 
the arm against lateral vibration. 

3. The combination of claim 1, said ?rst named means 
comprising crossbars on the rear end of said arm ver 
tically adjustably secured on said hanger rods for ver 
tical adjustment of said arm. 
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