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This invention relates to cabinets for containing articles 
and more particularly to ?ling cabinets for containing 
?les of papers. Such cabinets are usually provided with 
a number of drawers which slide in and out on runners. 
These drawers have the disadvantages that they do not 
display the contents conveniently at all heights, require 
expensive runners, and are generally very deep in order 
that they may be economic in viewof the expensive run 
ners. Also when the drawers are pulled out- the cabinet 
may tip over upon the user. ' 

. According to the present invention the cabinet com 
prises a casing and at least two ?ling boxes disposed 
one above the other and tiltably mounted in the casing 
so that they can be opened and closed tiltably, each box 
having a partition extending in the direction from front 
to rear dividing the box into two compartments each of 
which is wide enough to accommodate foolscap ?ling 
wrappers with their length widthwise of the cabinet, 
means being provided to limit the opening movement of 
each box at a position in which the front wall of the box 
is at an angle to the horizontal. , 

Preferably the boxes are each mounted in the cabinet 
for tilting movement around a position which is disposed 
from 15 to 45 percent of the depth (front to back) of 
the box from the front of the _box and in the lower part 
of the box, means being provided for limiting the open 
ing movement of the box at vpositions in which their 
centre of gravity (both when empty and when full) is 
disposed forwardly of the said position but with the front 
walls of the boxes well above the horizontal. 
The axes or tilting positions of the boxes may be dis 

posed at a position from 15 to 45 (preferably 25 to 40) 
percent of the depth (front to back) of the boxes from 
the front of the box and in the lower part of the box 
e. g. from 2.5 to 35 (preferably 10 to 35) percent of the 
depth above the ?oor of the box. With this selected 
position the box can be tilted without bringing the lower 
rear corner of the box very far rearwardly and the back 
of the cabinet can therefore be normally quite near the 
backs of the boxes e. g. the distance between the back 
of the cabinet and the backs of the boxes may be 2 to 20 
percent of the depth of the boxes. This position of the 
pivots will also enable the front lower corner of the box 
to clear the front wall of the box beneath. 

In carrying out the invention it is desirable to com 
bine the following objects, viz: (1) an adequate tilting 
motion (2) maximum depth (front to back) and (3) 
minimum height for a given number of drawers in the 
cabinet. At the same time it is necessary that the front 
lower corner of the drawer shall not move into the path 
of the tops of the ?les in the drawer below and simi 
larly the rear top corner shall not move into jamming 
contact with the bottom of the drawer above. 
We have now found that this can be achieved by form 

ing the drawer with its base inclined so that the rear of 
the base is from one to four inches (preferably two to 
three inches) lower than the front of the base when the 
drawer is closed. 
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It is also important to form the box with a front lower 

edge chamfered or radiused to such an extent that the 
normal parts of the base and front wall (i. e. the parts 
adjoining the chamfered or radiused parts) are from 
one half to one and a half inches from the intersection 

, of the planes of the base and front wall. 
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As a result, it is possible to provide drawers to con 
tain 10 inch deep ?les, the drawers being 12 inches deep 
overall at the front and 9 to 10, e. g. nine and a half, 
inches deep front to back whereby the dimension from 
lower front bottom corner or chamfered surface to top 
rear ?le will not exceed the height at the front. The 
depth will thus usually be from 75 to 85 percent of the 
overall height at the front. 
The tilting of the drawer may be through 40 to 60°. 
The invention will now be further described by way 

of example with reference to the accompanying diagram 
matic drawings wherein: ' 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a cabinet made in 
accordance with the invention; 

Figure 2 is a‘ view ofv the cabinet partly in side eleva-' 
tion and partly in section; ' 

Figure 3 is a horizontal section of one side of the 
cabinet on the line 3—3 on Figure 2; and 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of a modi?ed form of 
the cabinet. ' ’ . 

The cabinet has a casing consisting of top, side. and 
rear closed walls 10, 11, 12 and 9. The depth (front to 
back) is about 11 to 14 inches and the height may be 
about 50 to 54 inches. Four boxes 21, 22, 23, 24' are 
mounted on pivots 13, 14, 15, 16 located in a‘common 
vertical plane. Each of the side walls 11, 12 has a ver 
tical batten 20 attached .thereto on the inner side thereof. 
These battens are the same distance from the front and 
such distance that the pivots 13 are located therethrough. 
The battens thus each providefront and rear vertical stop 
surfaces spaced from each other a distance of 5 to 20 per 
cent of the width of the boxes. The front walls‘ of the 
boxes are tall enough to cover the front of the cabinet 
when the- boxes are in upright positions. The top edges 
of each of the front walls of the three lower boxes'over 
lap the bottom edge of the front wall of the box above. 
The top edge of the front wall of the top box ‘engages 
an abutment 25 on the front part of the top Wall of the 
casing which abutment is formed by a recess across the 
front under edge of the top wall. The top edges of the 
side walls'26 of the boxes are inclined steeply down 
wardly from the front top parts rearwardly to provide 
clearance for the front lower edges of the boxes'as these 
are tilted. . - ‘ ' ' ' , 

~ Each side wall of the boxes has a vertical bar or abut 
m'ent wall 28 projecting sideways therefrom and extending 
vertically. The bar 28 is at the rear of the side wall and 
its upper end is at a height adapted to engage the adja 
cent rear stop surface of the batten 20 with the centre of 
gravity of the box and its contents forwardly of the pivots 
13 when the box is tilted. The front wall of the box 
will then be at an angle of 30 to 60 (preferably 30 to 40) 
degrees to the horizontal. Each side wall of the boxes 
also has a vertical abutment 29 at the forward part there 
of above the pivot 13 and adapted to engage the adja‘ 
cent vertical stop surfaces of the batten 20 to locate the 
box in its closed position with the front wall vertical. 
The width of the cabinet from side to side is su?icient 

to contain two foolscap series of ?les with a partition 30 
between them. 
One or more separator plates 31 are provided up 

standing from the base and parallel to the front wall. 
Handles 32 are provide on the front walls of the boxes 
and near the upper edge thereof. 
The container when open and its contents will have 

its centre of gravity set well back in the casing, but for 
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wardly of the pivot 13 so that it stays open gravitation 
ally. 'The centre of gravity preferably does not move 
forwardly during opening by more than two inches if at 
all. The movement is such .that .thesideelevational area 
of the container moves outsidethearea of .the leasing‘. by 
at least ten percent’ of .theareaof :thecontainer'but Inot 
more than twentye?ve percent. ‘.The danger of tipping 
over of the whole cabinet is avoided. . ' r ' N 

‘For the purpose of calculating the side ‘area of .the 
container the top of the front wall?should becorisidered 
‘as joined 'by-a line tothe top edgenof the rear Wall by a 
line'forming the top of the areaunder consideration. 

.The centre of gravity .of the boxes moves rearwardly 
of the pivots 13 just before vclosingso thattthe?nal clos 
ing movement is effected gravitationally and the ‘boxes 
are held .shut gravitationally. ' 
Each box is chamfered at its front lower .edge .34 .so 

that the ?atlparts of the base-and front wallare from-one 
half toone and a half .inchesfrom the intersection .of .the 
planes of the base andfront wall. 7 
'The upper portion of the front wall of .each box is 

bevelled i. :e.'bent back or inclined rearwardly atanangle 
to the front wall, as at 38, to matchthe chamfer at .the 
lower front corner of the drawer above. :Part of this 
chamfer is ‘hidden by the bevel in the closed position of 
the boxes. 7 

The base 35 of each box is arranged at an angle to’ the 
horizontal, the ‘rear of the base being from 1 to ~4rinches 
lower than the front of the base when the box isclosed. 
The front :edge of the-base has a forwardly ‘and down 
wardly projecting lip 36. ' . ' 

éBy :means'of the inclined base and chamfering a con 
siderable gain in overall .?ling capacity-is obtainablefor 
a ,given height. ‘ I i 

{The position of tilting of the boxes is represented by 
pivots 13 but this position may be 'a variable positionand 
the boxes can be mounted for tilting by.means other than 
pivot pins. ‘ ~ 

The rear wall of the box has a forwardly projecting 
part .40 to hold the rear ?le tilted forwardly. Alterna 
tive'ly the rear wall may be wholly inclined for this pur 
pose. The projection AOHmay be from three eighths to 
one and one quarterinches forwardly of the lower rear 
corner. ' V 

The cabinet may be madein sheet metal pressings, 
wood or otherwise. 

' nAsshown .in Figure 4 the side walls 11, '12'and rear 
wallmay beextended upwards to form a space to receive 
a .row'of'books 46 a top wall 45 being added to close 
the .top .of this space butleaving the front open. 
Weclaim: . V V v ' e 

1'1. vA v?ling cabinet comprising, a casing, and ‘at least 
two’?h'ng boxes disposed one above the other, each box 
having .abase, a front wall, a rear‘ wall, two'side'walls, 
and an .open top, a bevel portion joining the :base and 
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the front wall, the upper portion of the front wall 'of the 
lower box being at least as high as lower part of the 
bevel portion of the upper box, means for pivotally 
mounting the boxes independently in the casing so that 
each box can be opened and closed tiltably around a 

' pivotal axis without interference with the [adjacent box, 

10 

the base of each box beinginclined downwardly when 
closed so that the rear of the base is from one to four 
inches lower than the‘ front .of the base, the upper edges 
of the side walls :of the boxes when closed'being ‘inclined 
downwardly but to .a ‘greater degree than the inclination 
of the base, interengaging means ‘on the casing and each 

' 7 box to limit the opening movement of the box when the 
front wall ‘of the box is at an angle ofl130'°. to 60° to the 
horizontal, the pivotal axis of each box within the casing 
being located in such position that the center of ‘gravity 
of the box is forwardly of the pivotal axis when the box‘ 
is open and‘rearwardly of‘ the pivotal axis 'whenithe box 
is shut, and in allpositions of thee-box the ‘center .of 
gravity 'of the boxtis within the ‘casing; ‘the inclination .of 
the base and the top edges of‘the side walls bf-each box’ 
being such ‘that the boxes can be brought closer together 

; to' reduce the overall height of the casing without inter 
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ference between the path of movement of the bevelled por~ 
tion of the upper 'box'with thejpathof movement of ‘the 
upperpart of the lower box. 7 

2. A ?ling cabinet ‘as claimed in claim l wherein the 
upper boxrhasa forwardlyprojecting lip at thetfronttedge 
of the :base over which thetop of the front wall of the 
lower box extends. . e » ' - _ 

' 3. .A ?ling .cabinetas claimed in claiml wherein :the 
sidewalls of the casing are extended above the upper 
?ling box to form abook spaceclosed with a top wall. 

4. .VA ?ling cabinet as claimed in claim '2. wherein the 
rearwall of the boxhas 1a forwardly projecting part-to 
hold; the rear ?le tilting forwardly. , e 

5. .A ?ling cabinetas' set forth in .claim 2 including a 
portion in each box extending in the .directionfromfront 
to rear dividing the box into two compartments, each 
compartment being wide enough to accommodate filing 
wrappers‘ with their length .widthwise of the cabinet, and, 
separator plates in each compartment parallel with’ the 

' . front Wall ofithe casing. 
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