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suitable size and shape. 
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To all whom it may concern: . 
Be it known that I, FRANKLIN MILLER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Mun 
cie, in the county of Delaware and State of 
Indiana, have invented a new and useful 
Grave-Vault, of whichthe following is a speci 
?cation. - 

My invention relates to improvements in 
grave-vaults; and the object of my improve 
ments is to construct a cheap, simple, and du 
rable grave-vault. I attain this object by the 
‘mechanism illustrated by the accompanying 
drawings, in which-i 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my inven 

tion. Fig. 2 is across-section of the same, 
showing the vault closed. 

Similarletters refer to similar parts through 
out the several views. ‘ 
My invention consists of the lid A and bot 

tom B. In these parts a coffin is secured air 
tight and burglar-proof, locking itself from 
the inside when closed together. 

‘ The ‘body B is constructed of metal and of a 
A strip, (1’, which is 

secured to the upper edge of the body, forms a 
gutter, d, around the whole edge, as shown in 
each ?gure. 
the inside ofthe body, nearthe bottom, by bolts 
0’. The said bars are provided at their upper 
ends with slots at’, all as shown. The said bars 
are connected together by a cross-bar, b, which 
is ?rmly bolted to the bars a, as shown. The 
bolts 0 are not to be put in place until the bars 
a‘ b are raised up to be locked, the said bars 
being turned down, as indicated by dotted 
lines in Fig. 1, at all-times until the vault is 
ready to be locked. The upper part or lid, A, 
is provided with outside snaps or hooks, a, to 
form a ‘temporary fastening or lock for con 
venience in handling or shipping the vault, the 
said hooks snapping down over the grooved’, 
as shown‘ in Fig. 2. > 

The lock-bars a are secured to' 

The lid A is constructed about the same size 
of the body, being wholly of metal. 011 the 
inside and atproper places are bolted the hooks 
i, so that when the bars a are up, as shown, 
the hooks will catch in the slots a’, forming a ‘ 
permanent lock. The bars are made so they 
will spring in slightly in. looking, in order that 
the hooks will ?t up tight, asshown in Fig. 2. 
When the'vault is ready-to be used the bars 

a are raised and bolts 0 are. inserted in their 
places. ‘The bottom B is then lowered in the 
grave by the aid of the handles e and ?lled up 
to the bars I) with stone or other heavy sub 
stance, _(shown at D in Fig. 2.) 
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This makes ‘ 

the‘ vault several hundred pounds heavier and . 
supplies a weight which has heretofore been 
made up by the metal used in constructing 
vaults. The groove d’ is then ?lled with seal 
ing substance, and the cof?n is then placed 
down .in the vault, resting on the bars 1). 
(Shown by dotted lines in Fig 2.) The lid A 
is then carefully let down so'that the lower 
edge of the lid will flt in the groove, and so 
that the books will all snap in ‘the slots a’, 
thus completing the locking andsealing of the 
vault, which cannot‘ be unlocked or removed 
from the grave. ‘ 
Having thus described my invention, I claim 

the following, and desire to secure the same by 
Letters Patent: ‘ 

In a grave-vault,‘ the bars a, being pivoted 
near the bottom of theinside of the body B by 
a bolt, 0', the said bars having cross - bars I), 
and having slotso’ in their upper ends to en 
gage with the hooksi on the inside of the lid 
A, all‘arranged as and for the pur‘ioose set 
forth. 

FRANK LIN MILLER. 

Witnesses: _ - 

LOUISA A. ADAMSON, 
A. G. ADAMSON. 
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