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My ‘invention relates to improvements in devices _forv 
holdingzsmall pigs while they are castrated and the primary 

' object is to. provide means intowhich thepig; may be' 
quickly vplaced, ?rmly. held in- convenientxposture for 
this necessary operation and. then: quickly released after 
the operation is completed. In furtherance of this object 
of my invention 1 provide means ofv thisnature which 
will hold the animal without injury theretolbut» so ?rmly 
that the operation may be carried out expeditiously,~-,with 
out danger of any damageto the ‘animal. 

Another object of my inventionds to: provide ga- little 
pig holder which‘ is easy to use and. operate by .one man i 
and which‘ may be readily adjusted accordingto-the size 
of the individual animal. - 

Still ‘another object is to provide a device forthis ' 
purpose which is simple and inexpensive in, construction, 
durable and equipped with a folding-stand so'that the-pig 
is held at a most convenient level for operation. 

These and other more detailedv and speci?c objects will 
be disclosed in the course of the following speci?cation, 
reference being had to the accompanying-drawings, in‘ 
which— . 1 

Fig. l‘ is a side elevation of my device'in its‘ operative 
position, holding a small pig in position for: castration. 

Fig. 2 is' an end view. . . i ‘ 

Fig;v 3 is a top plan view of, the devic'e'alone;v ' 7 
Figs; 4 and 5 are, respectively,‘ enlarged cross sectional 

detail views along‘ the lines 4-4 and‘5‘-~5' in Fig.1. 7 
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Referring now‘ more particularly. and by reference 0 ‘ 
numerals to the drawing-it will be seen that my- invention - ' 
consists of an upper, member-or section<designated gen- 
erally at 10 and a lower member or‘ section 11, the latter 
having ‘a base board 12 of rectilinear shape to *which plat 
form legs 134-44 are hingedjat- 1T5; : 'l‘liesev'legs,v con- '' 

45 

venien‘tly ‘made up‘ from angle iron inithe shape shown,-; 7 
may be folded toward each other andlupwardlygttoward 
the underside of base board 12 as indicated in- the dotted 
lines in Fig. 1_when the device is not in use .butwhen 
swung apart and ‘downwardly to-vertical positions cannot, 
swing beyond such positions due to location of; the hinges 
15 onthe inner edges'of the‘ legs‘.v tie rod 16 hooked at 
its opposite ends 17 connects the legs when'they are un 
folded tojhold the platform rigid‘ when the ‘device i's‘in 
use. ‘ ' 

chut‘e by side"bo'ards‘18._;1'9_, the tormer being secured in 
place in'a‘ vertical edgewis‘e' position 'alongfone ledge o£_.-the v 

' base board 12 while the‘latter is‘ adjustable:crosswiseof I 
the base‘ board to‘vary the space between said‘side boards‘. 
For this purpose they side‘ board 19fisfp'rovided withside M 
brackets 20 secured: in place’ ‘and:having-putwardlyturned ., 
feet‘21‘with notches 22'to' accommodate bolts 23 extending 
upwardly from the base board‘, '12'an'd ?tted with->1Wing 

55 

The lower section 11 also includes, reform a tl'0llghf-Ol!~ I 
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than that of the largest pig'to beoperated upon and the 
trough or :chute formed by the'base board 12 and side 
boards 18-19' provides a ‘receptacle wherein the pig, 
designatedrat P in Figsl and 2, may be placed in an up 
side'down position." ' 
A U'-shaped ‘end bracket 25 of strip iron or the like isv 

secured'to- the base board 12 adjacent one end thereof 
and has upstanding side bars 26 which project well above 
the side boards 18—19' and are provided with vertically 
spaced apertures 27 ‘for the selective reception of a hinge 
bolt‘ 28"threaded- at? one end‘ to receive a wing nut 29." 
Said end bracket also has a longitudinally projectinglug. 
30 apertured at 31 near its extremity for a purpose present 
ly to appear. 
The upper section 10' in the form- of a swinging frame 

is made up of parallelv side bars 32—33 of angle iron 
or the like and at one end these side bars are rigidly 
connected by a cross plate’ 34 in which are openings 35.‘ 
At the opposite end- a-cr‘oss bar 36 rigidly joins the side. 
bars '32—33 and‘ in an intermediate location an adjust 
able cross plate 37‘extendsi between the side bars. 
latter slides‘ along the inwardly turned ?anges 38 of the. 
side bars (Fig. 4) and is conveniently held against up» 
ward displacement by welding an inwardly turned bead 
39 along the upper ‘edges of the bars. Like‘ the stationary 
cross'plate 34‘the' movable plate 37 is provided with trans-' 
versely spaced openings KillF andin addition plate 37 has ~' 
a longitudinally extending‘ tongue bar 41 and a tapering 
hold down plate 42 (Fig.3). 

Hinge vbars 43’ are welded or otherwise secured on" 
edge t'o'thev cross bar 36 and extend'therefrom longitudinal; 
ly acrossthe‘ inner? (or outer) sides of the side bars 26,- 
said hingei bars beinglapertu‘red' (‘riot shown) to pass‘ the 
hinge?bolt“28‘to‘ thus vmount the upper section 10 for‘ 
swingingmovementsi‘ upwardly and‘ downwardly at its 
opposite end, with‘ reference to the lower section or trough; 
11'; One of said hinge‘ bars'43; the onei'over the afore 
saidYIugFSG; has an upwardly extending end 4diaperture‘d' 
at 45'Iand' a-retr'actile coil’spring 4'6is'ho0ked at its ends ' 
into the apertures 31'—451to pull-downwardly‘on‘the' end’ 
of section 10 and thus tend to' raise the opposite or free‘ 
‘end of‘thei section with respect to lower section vl1. 

The-aforesaid tonguefbar 41 has a series of longitudinab‘ 
ly ‘spacedapertures-M‘and‘as best seen‘ in'Fig. 5 this bar I ‘‘ 
extends endwisebetw‘e‘en ‘the sides 48“ of an‘ inverted U- . 
shaped element 49 secured at 50*‘:0 the cross bar 36; This 
is part‘of a latch assembly designated. generally at 51' 
in Figs. Vl-‘ia‘n'd includesavertical latch‘ plunger or keeper 
52 slidably'mounted downwardly through'the top‘ of elea . 
ment wand the‘ cross bar 36 and: adapted to selectively 
engage any‘ of‘th‘e“ aforesaid‘ apertures The plunger 
52 is biased in a downward direction by an expansion coil“ 
spring1_5'37coiled’ around the plunger‘ and braced between 
the top Io‘fllelem'ent 49 'and'a collar def?xed to the‘ piunger ' 
but the‘vpliinge‘r may be raised against the bias of' the. 
springiand ‘to’ ‘clear- the‘ tongue bar 1111 by a knob 55. 
Obviously the‘ spacing between the cross plates‘ 34437 
maybe ‘readily ‘adjusted by'manipulation of this latch" 
assembly.‘ , 1 . .7‘ 

. Completing the‘ device is a ?exible restraining or. hold-l 
down 'strap56 conne'ctin‘g‘the'lside'boards 1i€-19 and 
extending over-the‘ upper member iii adjacent the end. } 
opposite-~theihinge‘therefor;v said strap being provided 

I with any conventional form ofcbuckle 7 5'7v or analogous 
fastener 58'." '7 

In the use‘ 'of the: device the‘ pig‘to be' operated upon 
‘ is‘ laid inith'e‘ trough or chute formed ‘by. the base and 

nuts 24; By loosening’-the_,win-g;nut§24' side‘: board-v ;j 
19 may be adjusted, ‘by virtue of the notches 22,; and.v then - 
secured in ‘place, by‘ ire-tightening’ the wingnuts'as willlbei~>7 
readily appreciated. Itmigh‘t be’ note'dla‘ti'this pointtliat a 
the overalllengtli of both “of the“ ‘sections 10;—11 is" greater» 

side“ boards '12, ‘18,1119 and vthe, upper section' 10‘ is'the'nj 
swungi‘downwar‘dlyso-thatthe pig’s front and; rear feet‘ 
project upwardly ‘through the‘ openings ' 40' ‘and 35 ‘respec-' 
tively in the::ero'ss»plates'i-i’?‘‘and31E.vv The wid'tliof‘th‘e'f' V 
trough; and the’ distance; between-the‘ openings’35;4ll“are " ‘ 
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both adjusted to suit the size of the pig as previously de 
scribed. The strap 57 is then pulled taut and the pig 
is ?rmly held in a position in which the castrating opera 
tion may be readily and quickly performed, following 
which it is only necessary to release the strap and the 
spring 46 will swing the upper section 10 upwardly re 
leasing the pig. The plate 42 holds the pig’s head down 
and the pig is so ?rmly held that he cannot injure himself 
while the operation of putting the pig in place, fastening 
him there and then releasing him may be rapidly per 
formed that one man may do the job with a minimum ex 
penditure of time and eifort. When not in use the de 
vice may be compactly stored away by folding the platform 
legs 13—14 as aforesaid. In addition to the adjustment 
of the side boards 18-—19 and spacing between the leg 
openings 35-49 theentire upper section 10 may be raised 
or lowered to suit the size of the animal by placing the. 
hinge bolt 28 in an appropriate pair of the apertures 27 
and thus the device is fully adjustable to all sizes of ani 
mals and to their varying proportions. 

It is understood that suitable modi?cations may be 
made in the structure as disclosed, provided such modi? 
cations come within the spirit and scope of the appended 
claims. Having now therefore fully illustrated and de 
scribed my invention, what I claim to be new and desire 
to protect by Letters Patent is: 

1. A device for holding an animal while it is operated 
upon, comprising a trough-like lower member of U-shaped 
cross section to receive the animal in an inverted position, 
a swinging upper section hinged at one end to said lower 
member and adapted when the animal is in place to be 
swung downwardly, said upper section having openings 
to receive the front and rear legs of the animal, and means 
for releasably holding the upper section downward to 
restrain the animal and hold it in said lower member. 

2. A device of the character described for holding a 
small pig while it is castrated, comprising in combination, 
upper and lower sections and the latter being a U-shaped 
trough to receive the pig in an inverted position, the upper 
section having plate members apertured to receive and 
hold the feet of the pig, means for hinging the two sections 
together so that they may be opened to release the pig, 
and means for holding the sections together and thereby 
holding the pig in said trough. 

3. A device of the character described for holding a 
small pig while it is castrated, comprising in combination, 
upper and lower sections and the latter being a U-shaped 
trough to receive the pig in an inverted position, the upper 
section having plate members apertured to receive and 
hold the feet of the pig, means for hinging the two sections 
together so that they may be opened to release the pig, 
means for holding the sections together and thereby hold 
ing the pig in said trough, and means for adjusting the 
spacing between the plate members according to the 
length of the pig. , 

4. A device of the character described for holding a 
small pig while it is castrated, comprising in combination, 
upper and lower sections and the latter being a U-shaped 
trough to receive the pig in an invertedposition, the upper 
section having plate members apeltured to receive and 
hold the feet of the pig, means for hinging the two sec-v 
tions together so that they may be opened to release the 
pig, means for holding the sections together and thereby 
holding the pig in said trough, the, trough having a base 
board and spaced apart side boards thereon, and means 
adjustably mounting at least one of said sideboards ac 
cording to thewidth of the pig to be held. 

5. In a pig holder for holding small pigs while they, 
are castrated, a lower section having a base board and a 
pair of side boards mounted thereon and forming an 
open ended trough to hold a pig in an inverted position ‘ 
legs up, an upper section having side bars and cross mem 
bers connecting the same, means at one end hinging the 
upper section to the lower section for upward and down 
ward movement of the opposite end of the upper section 
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with respect to the lower, a pair of the cross members 
having spaced apart openings to receive the four legs of 
the pig, means for holding the upper section downwardly 
against the pig, and means for adjusting the hinge means 
to vary the position thereof relative to the lower section 
according to the vertical proportions of the pig. 

6. In a pig holder for holding small pigs while they are 
castrated, a lower section having a base board and a 
pair of side boards mounted thereon and forming an open 
ended trough to hold a pig in an inverted position legs up, 
an upper section having side bars and cross members 
connecting the same,‘means at one end hinging the upper 
section to the lower section for upward and downward 
movement of the opposite end of the upper section with 
respect to the lower, a pair of the cross members having 
spaced apart openings to receive the four legs of the pig, 
means for holding the upper section downwardly against 
the pig, means for adjusting the hinge means to vary 
the position thereof relative to the lower according to 
the vertical proportions of the pig, means for adjusting 
one of the said side boards to vary the spacing thereof 
according to the width of the pig, and means for adjusting 
one of said cross members having said openings according 
to the lengthof the pig. 

7. In a pig holder for holding small pigs while they 
are castrated, a lower section having a base board and 
a pair of side boards mounted thereon and forming an 
open ended trough to hold a pig in an inverted position 
legs up, an upper section having side bars and cross 
members connecting the same, means at one end hinging 
the upper section to the lower section for upward and 
downward movement of the opposite end of the upper 
section with respect to the lower, a pair of the cross 
members having spaced apart openings to receive the 
four legs of the pig, means for holding the upper section 
downwardly against the pig, means for adjusting the 
hinge means to vary the position thereof relative to the 
lower according to the vertical proportions of the pig, 
and a hold down plate between the side bars for holding 
the pig’s head down. 

8. In a pig holder for holding small pigs while they 
are castrated, a lower section having a base board and 
a pair of side boards mounted thereon and forming an 
open ended trough to hold a pig in an inverted position 
legs up, an upper section having side bars and cross mem 
bers connecting the same, means at one end hinging the 
upper section to the lower section for upward and down 
ward movement of the opposite end of the upper section 
with respect to the lower, a pair of the cross members 
having spaced apart openings to receive the four legs 
of the pig, means for holding the upper section down 
wardly against the pig, and a spring operatively arranged 
to normally swing the said upper section upwardly to 
release the pig. 

9.'In a pig holder for holding small pigs while they 
are castrated, a lower section having a base board and 
a pair of side boards mounted thereon and forming an 
open ended trough to hold a pig in a inverted position 
legs up, an upper section having side bars and cross 
members connecting'the same, means at one end hing 
ing the upper section to the lower section for upward 
and downward movement of the opposite end of the 
upper section with respect to the lower, a pair of the 
cross members‘having spaced apart openings to receive 
the _four‘ legs of the pig,’ means for holding the upper 
seetlon downwardly against the pig, a tongue bar cxtend~ 
ing from one of said cross members having the said 
openings ‘and ‘means slidably mounting that cross mem 
her for movements lengthwise of the side bars, said tongue 
bar_having a series of apertures, and a latch assembly 
having a spring biased and manually retractable plunger 
for‘selectively engaging said apertures and thereby ad 
justing the spacing between the cross members having 
ltahedopemngs according to the length of the pig being 
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10. In a pig holder for holding small pigs while they 
are castrated, a lower section having a base board and 
a pair of side boards mounted thereon and forming an 
open ended trough to hold a pig in an inverted position 
legs up, an upper section having side bars and cross memi 
bers connecting the same, means at one end hinging the 
upper section to the lower section for upward and down 
ward movement of the opposite end of the upper section 
with respect to the lower, a’ pair of the cross members 
having spaced apart openings to receive the four legs 10 

6 
of the pig, means for holding the upper section down 
wardly against the pig, and means for adjusting the hinge 
means to vary the position thereof relative to the lower 
according to the vertical proportions of the pig, the said 
means forholding the upper section downward consist 
ing of a buckled strap secured to the side boards and 
passing over the said upper section. 

No references cited. 


