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The invention relates to guide means for sewing ma 
chines, and it relates more particularly to an attachment 
for use in guiding the work being operated .upon by the 
machine. a 

It is an object .of the invention to provide guide means 
for the Work being operated upon by the machine which 
is not attached to the Working surface of the machine, ‘ 
and which permits the working surface to remain smooth 
and unobstructed at all times. 
Another object of the invention is to provide _a guide 

for the purpose described which is combined with a pres 
sure foot, and which is disengaged from the working sur-' 
face of the machine by raising the pressure foot. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a guide 

device for sewing machines wherein the advantage, of a 
pressure foot, pressure foot guide, seam guide and tucker 
are all combined in a single structure. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a sewing 

guide for sewing machines which forms a permanent part 
to the pressure foot of the machine and which may re 
main in position for use at all times. 

Another object of the invention is the provision of a 
guide device for sewing machines which is not attached to 
the working surface of the machine and by the‘ use of 
which the working surface may be maintained in an un 
obstructed condition at all times. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a guide 

device for sewing machines wherein the pressure foot 
gauge is constructed to automatically adapt itself to 
varying thicknesses of fabric. ’ i , 

A still further object of the invention is to provide 
guide means combined with a pressure foot, which if de 
sired may become a permanent part of the machine, or 
alternatively, may be removed entirely from the ma 
chine by removing the pressure foot to which the guide 
means is attached and substituting therefor a pressure 
foot which does not have attached thereto the guide 
means of the invention. 

Sewing machines ordinarily include means comprising 
a pressure foot for use in holding the work down while 
it is being operated upon by the stitching mechanism. , 
The pressure foot is bifurcated at one end to form a pair 
of forwardly extending toes or ?ngers, which are spaced 
apart from each other and which straddle the needle dur 
ing its reciprocating movement whereby, upon the upward 
movement of the needle the pressure foot engages the 
work to hold it down so that the needle may be quickly 

7 disengaged from the work. The pressure foot is at 
tachable to the lower end of a vertically disposed rod 
which is movable longitudinally whereby the pressure 
foot may be moved in and out of engagement with the 
work being operated upon. 
The invention contemplates a pressure foot having at 

tached thereto guide means for the Work being operated 
upon by the machine, the arrangement being such that the 
guide means may be moved in and out of engagement with 
the working surface of the machine by lowering and 
raising the pressure foot, as above described. 
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The invention will be readily understood by referring 

to the following description and the accompanying draw 
ing, in which: - 

Figure l is aperspective view of a pressure foot havin 
attached thereto guide means embodying the invention; 
and 

Figure 2 is a front elevational .view .of the apparatus 
shown in Figure 1. 

Referring to .the drawings, the numeral 1 indicates the 
work being operated upon which is supported upon the 
working surface of the machine not-shown. The numeral 
2 indicates a line of stitching which is being performed 
upon the work 1, and the numeral 3 designates an edge 
of the work 1 which may be aligned with the guide means 
of the invention, as hereinafter described, whereby the 
stitching 2 may be spaced apart from the-edge 3, as 
desired, as the work 1 is operated upon by the machine. 

In accordance with the usual practice, a pressure foot 
4 is attached, as hereinafter described, .to the lower end 
of a verticallyrdisposed rod 5, which may be moved lon 
gitudinally whereby the pressure foot 4 may be moved in 
and out of engagement with the work 1. One end of the 
pressure foot 4 is bifurcated to form a pair of forwardly 
extending toes or ?ngers 6 which are spaced apart from 
each other and which straddle the needle of the machine 
(not shown) during its reciprocating movement. A pair 
of upstanding lugs 7, which are closely spaced with respect 
to each other, are formed on the uppersurface of the 
pressure foot 4 for engagement by one end of an angular 
connecting member 8, ‘which is disposed between the up 
standing lugs 7 and pivotally connected thereto by a pin 
9. The opposite end 10 of the connecting member 8 is 
channel shaped for engagement by thelower end of the 
rod 5, and is slotted at 11 for engagement by suitable 
fastening means (not shown) whereby the connecting 
member>8 is attached to the rod 5. 
An elongated ?at bar '12 is disposed horizontally at 

right angles to the pressure foot 4, and is rigidly connected 
at one end to one of the upstanding lugs 7 so that the bar 
12, as Well as the pressure foot 4, may be tilted somewhat 
about the pin 9, the relative movement of the bar 12 and 

' the pressure foot 4 with respect to the connecting member 
.8 being limited by abutment of the ‘opposed surfaces of 
the pressure foot :4 and the connecting member 8, in the 
usual manner. ' 
A guide member as hereinafter described is adjustably 

mounted on the bar 12 whereby it may be advanced and 
retracted with respect to the pressure foot 4. The guide 
member includes a channel shaped portion 13 which slid 
ably engages the bar 12, and which has a longitudinal 
slot 14 formed therein for engagement by a thumb screw 
15, which is connected to the bar 12, whereby the guide 
member may be fastened in any desired position with re 
spect to the bar 12. The guide member also includes a 
resilient, spring-like portion 16 comprising an elongated, 
flat strip of relatively thin material which is a continua 
tion of the channel shaped portion 13 and is disposed gen 
erally parallel to the channel shaped portion 13 and ad 
jacent one end thereof, to the adjacent side of the chan 
nel-shaped portion 13 adjacent the outer end thereof. 
The spring-like portion 16 is folded upon itself adjacent 
its connected end, and the free end thereof extends in 
wardly toward the pressure foot 4 and is inclined down 
wardly so that it yieldably engages the working surface 
of the machine when the pressure foot 4 is in its lower 
most position. 
The free end of the spring-like portion 16 is pointed 

at 17 to form a guide for the work 1 as it is operated upon 
by the machine. An upstanding guide plate 18 is dis 
posed transversely with respect to the spring-like portion 
16 and is rigidly connected thereto adjacent its pointed 
end 17. The guide plate 18 is curved from back edge to 



‘center and is straight from the center to the front edge, 
the center thereof being positioned more closely ad 
jacent to the pointed end 17 than the sides and is in 
clined upwardly and inwardly toward the pointed end 17. 

-- 'In operation, the Work 1 may be arranged upon the 
‘working surface of the machine so that ?1e edge 3 of the 
work 1 covers the pointed end 17 and lies closely adjacent 

‘I the guide plate 18, as illustrated in Figure 1. The curved 
surface of the guide plate 18 permits the work 1 to be 
moved in a curved path as well as in a straight line. The 
inclined position of the guide plate 18 prevents the edge 
3 of the work 1 from climbing the guide plate 18, thus 

surface of the machine at all times. 
When stitching other than seams and a pressure foot 

guide'is desired, the Work 1 may be arranged upon the 
working surface of the machine so that the pointer 17 
is in view and serves as a guide. ' 
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'insuring that the work 1 will liep?at upon the working 

15 

The invention may be modi?ed in various ways with- 7 
out departing from the spirit and scope thereof. 

, I claim: ‘ ' 

1. Guide means for sewing machines comprising, in 

tally at’ right angles to the pressure foot and rigidly con 
nected thereto at one end, and a guide member adjustably 
mounted on the bar whereby it may be advanced and re 
tracted with respect to the pressure foot, the guide mem 
ber including a portion which slidably engages the bar 
and a resilient, elongated, spring-like portion disposed 
generally parallel to the bar engaging portion and adjacent 
one side thereof, one side of the spring-like portion being 

. connected, adjacent one end thereof, to the adjacent side 
of the bar engaging portion adjacent the outer end there 
of, the spring-like portion being folded upon itself ad 
jacent its connected end and the free end thereof extend 
ing inwardly toward the pressure foot and being inclined 
downwardly and means on said spring-like portion ex 
tending upwardly therefrom forming a guiding surface 
mediate the ends of said spring-like portion and inclined 
upwardly toward the other end thereof. 

2.. Guide means for sewing machines comprising, in 
combination with a pressure foot, a bar disposed horizon 
tally at right angles to the pressure foot and rigidly con 
nected thereto at one end, and a guide member adjustably 45 
mounted on the bar whereby it may be advanced and re 
tracted with respect to the pressure foot, the guide mem 
ber including a portion which slidably engages the bar 
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I combination with a pressure foot, a bar disposed horizon- ' r 
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and a resilient, elongated spring-like portion disposed gen 
erally parallel to the bar engaging portion and adjacent 
one side thereof, one'side of the spring-like portion being 
connected, adjacent one end thereof, to the adjacent side 
of the bar engaging portion adjacent the outer end there 
of, the spring-like portion being folded upon itself ad 
jacent its connected end‘ and the free end thereof extend 
ing inwardly toward the pressure foot and being inclined 
downwardly, the free end of the spring-like portion being 
pointed and an upstanding forwardly inclined guide plate 
being disposed transversely with ‘respect to the spring-like 
portion and being rigidly connected thereto adjacent its 
pointed end. ' ' " " 

3. Guide means for sewing machines comprising, in 
combination with a pressure foot, an elongated ?at bar 
disposed horizontally at right angles to the pressure foot 
and rigidly connected thereto at one end, and a guide 
member adjustably mounted on the bar whereby it may 
be advanced and retracted with respect to the pressure 
foot, the guide member including a channel shaped por 
tion slidably engaging the bar, and having a longitudinal 
slot formed therein for engagement by a' thumb screw, 
connected to the bar, and'a resilient, spring-like portion 
comprising an elongated, ?at strip of relatively thin ma 
terial'disposed generally parallel to the channel shaped 
portion and adjacent one siderthereof, one side of the 
spring-like portion being connected, adjacent one end 
thereof, to the adjacent side of the channel'shaped portion 
adjacent the outer end thereof, the spring-like portion be 
ing folded upon itself adjacent its connected end and 
the free end thereof extending inwardly toward the pres 
sure foot and being inclined downwardly, the free end of 
the spring-like portion being pointed and an upstanding 
guide plate being disposed transversely with respect to 
the spring-like portion and being rigidly connected thereto 
adjacent its pointed end, the guide plate being curved 
‘from back edge to center and straight from center to 
front edge, the center thereof being positioned more close 
ly adjacent the pointed end of the spring-like portion than 
the sides, the guide plate being inclined upwardly and in 
wardly toward the pointed end of the spring-like portion. 
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