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This invention relates to containers such as holders 
capable of many alternate uses. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
holder ‘shown as a typewriter ribbon holder which, after 
removal of the ribbon, may then be used as a liquid-con 
taining support for ?owers or support and container for 
any other objects. ‘ 

It is another object of the present invention to pro 
vide a holder of the above type whichis formed entirely 
of two unitary members of plastic. 1 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
a holder wherein a removable cover is releasably retained 
by the body portion of a holder without any metal parts 
or catches. 

Other, objects of the present invention are to provide a 
holder bearing the above ‘objects in mind ‘which is of 
simple construction, inexpensive to manufacture, has a 
minimum number of parts, is attractive in ‘appearance, 
is easy to use and e?icient in operation for its intended 
purpose. ' ‘ 

For other objects and a better understanding of the 
present invention, reference may be had to the follow 
ing detailed description taken in connection with the 
accompanying drawing, in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a typewriter ribbon 
holder embodying the features of the present invention 
and shown in‘a closed position; 

. Fig. 2 is a perspective view similar to Fig. 1, but show 
ing ‘the cover of the holder removed.‘ along with one of 
the wrapped typewriter ribbons; 

Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view taken along the line 
3—-3 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view taken along the line 
4-—4 of Fig. 3; 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary perspective view showing a 
detail of the ‘cover securing construction prior to secure 
ment of the said cover; 

Fig. 6 is a view similar to Fig. 5 but showing the cover 
sliding into its closed position; 

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary vertical sectional view show 
ing the position of the cover within the cover securing 
construction just prior to locking; 

Fig. 8 is a view similar to Figs. 5 and 6 and showing 
the cover in the locked position, and 

Fig. 9 is a perspective view of the holder in operative 
use as a liquid-containing receptacle for ?owers, a por 
tion thereof being shown broken away. 

Referring now more in detail to the drawing in which 
similar reference numerals identify corresponding parts 
throughout the several views, there is shown a typewriter 
ribbon holder, referred to collectively as 10, and includ 
ing a body portion 11, substantially as illustrated. 
The body portion 11 consists of a pair of side walls 

12 connected along their lower edges by a bottom 13 
and at their side edges by end walls 14. The side walls 
12, bottom 13 and end walls 14 are preferably formed 
of plastic. 
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It will be noted that the upper edges of side walls 12 
are arcuate in shape and are provided on their outer sur 
faces with protruding reinforcing strips 15, also formed 
of plastic, and suitably or integrally secured thereto. It 
will also be noted that the end walls 14 extend upwardly 
only to the ends of the arcuate upper edges of side walls 
12, providing a substantially semi-cylindrical opening into 
the holder. The vertical edges of side walls 12 below the 
arcuate portions are preferably curved inwardly and 
downwardly whereby to receive within the holder 10 a 
pair of wrapped typewriter ribbons 16,..disposed side by 
side. 
The side walls 12 adjacent the upper edges of end 

walls 14 are provided with cut out portions 17, there 
inforcing strips 15 extending beyond these out out por 
tions in extensions 18. For such cut outs 17 and exten 
sions 13 are provided, substantially as illustrated, at each 
side of both end walls 14. The extensions 18 on their 
inner faces are each integrally formed with lugs 19 ex 
tending inwardly, the lugs 19 having a curved bottom 
and being freely spaced from both sides of cut out por 
tions 17 for a purpose to be hereinafter referred to. 
A cover for‘the holder 10 is provided and consists 

of a rectangular strip of plastic 20 adapted to ?t between 
the arcuate upper edges of sides 12 extending to the 
upper edges of strips 15 ‘and bent to the contour thereof, 
substantially as illustrated. Opposite ends of the plastic 
strip 2th are provided with ?anges 21 extending outward 
ly therefrom. The strip 21) is also provided at its cen-. 

a purpose. tral portion with a plurality of openings 22 for 
to ‘be hereinafter referred to. ‘ . 

To secure the cover 20 in proper position, one end 
thereof is pushed downwardly between s.des 12 until 
the ?ange 21 thereof slips under the lugs 19, as shown 
in Fig. 3. The cover, is then gripped. in a manner as 
shown in dotted outline in Fig. 3, and the other end 
thereof flexed inwardly until the other end and ?ange 21 
thereof is in the position of Fig. 5. This end is then 
pushed downwardly along the top edge of sides 12 until 
it reaches out out 17, as shown in Fig. 6. At this point 
the ?ange 21 slides downwardly intermediate cut out 17 
and lug 19 until it comes to rest. on the upper edges 
of end walls 14, as shown in Fig. 7. The end 21 is 
then‘ released to snap into the position shown in Fig. 8' 
with the flange 21 disposed beneath the lugs 19. Thus, 
the cover 20 is ?exed within the upper edges of sides 
12 with the ends thereof being retained by lugs 19, as 
shown in Fig. 3. The natural resilience of the cover 20 
serves to exert an outward force at the ends thereof 
against the lugs 19, these outward ends being retained 
in operative engagement with the lugs by the ?anges 21 
abutting the bottoms of the latter. To remove the cover 
20 it is only necessary to reverse the above operations, 
squeezing the ends together and permitting the upward 
movement of ?anges 21 between lugs 19 and cut outs 
17, as will be obvious. Thus, the cover 20 may be read 
ily and easily snapped into and out of the closing posi 
tion with a minimum of effort. 
The holder 1% is su?iciently wide to accommodate 

two typewriter ribbons 16 therein, and may be used to 
ship the retailer the latter. Preferably transparent plastic 
will be used in fabricating the holder 10,. permitting there 
by the observation of the ribbon to increase its sales ap 
peal. After the ribbons have been removed, the body 11 
may be ?lled with water, as shown in Fig. 9, and the 
cover 21} snapped into place, the openings 22 receiving 
the stems of ?owers which extend downwardly into the 
water. Thus, the now empty typewriter ribbon holder 
10 also serves as a convenient liquid-containing receptacle 
for fresh ?owers or otherwise and may be used for many 
purposes with or without liquid therein. 
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The level of the water within the body portion 11 
can be observed‘through' the transparent plastic material 
so as to permit the observer. to detect when it is neces 
sary to add-more liquid without having to remove the 
cover 20 andv the ?owers disposed therethrough when 
the device is used as a flower holder. 

It will be apparent that the holder 10 may beformed. 
entirely of two unitary plastic members, adapting the 
same. for mass production techniques at a low cost to, 
manufacturer and consumer. 

While I have shown the holder 10v as being used in 
connection with typewriter ribbons, it will be readily 
understood that it may also be used to contain other 
items, the shape of theholder being conformed to the 
external shape of the items to be held, without depart 
ing from thescope of theinvention. 
While various changes may bemade in the detail con 

struction, it shall'be understood that such changes shall 
be within the scope and spirit of the present invention, as 
de?ned by the appended. claims. 

I claim: ‘ 

1. A typewriter ribbon holder comprising a bottom 
wall, side walls connected along opposite longitudinal 
edges of said bottom wall, said side walls at the top 
thereof being substantially arcuate in shape, end walls 
connected to the lateral ends. of said bottom wall and 
terminating at the ends of the arcuate top edges of said 
side walls, said bottom, side and end walls forming a 
liquid-tight compartment for receiving the typewriter 
ribbons, a ?at arcuately bent and resilient cover ?tting 
between and following the contour of the upper edges of 
said side walls, releasable means for retaining said cover 
in said position, said cover having a plurality of open 
ings adapted to receive the stems of fresh ?owers where 
by the holder may be used as a liquid-containing recepta 
cle for ?owers after the typewriter ribbons have been 
removed, said means comprising reinforcing strips se 
cured to the outside of said. side walls along the upper 
edges thereof, said strips extending upwardly beyond 
the arcuate top edges of said side walls and providing 
with said arcuate top edges a pair of arcuate shoulders 
adapted to receive the said cover, the ends of said side 
walls adjacent the top edges of said end walls having 
cut out portions in each corner, said strips extending be 
yond. said out out portions and having inwardly extending ‘ 
Ingsspaced from said cut out portions, and transverse 
?anges carried by and extending outwardly fromthe ends 
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of said cover member, said ?anges being adapted to slide 
downwardly between said lugs and said cut out portions‘ 
and to move outwardly under the natural resilience of said 
cover whereby to engage the bottoms of said lugs and to 
retain said cover in the closed position. 

2. A typewriter ribbon holder comprising a substantial 
ly rectangular bottom wall integrally formed along its 
opposite longitudinal edges with‘ upstanding side walls, 
the vertical edges'of, said side walls curving upwardly 
and outwardly from said bottom wall and having sub 
stantially arcuate top edges, end walls integrally formed 
at the lateral ends of. said bottom wall, said end walls 
extending upwardly and outwardly along the‘ vertical 
edges of said side. walls and terminating at the bottom 
ends of the arcuate upper edges thereof whereby to pre 
sent a substantially semi-cylindrical opening, arcuate re 
inforcing strips secured to the outside of said side Walls 
at the upper edges thereof, said strips extending upwardly 
beyond the arcuate top edgesoflsaid side walls whereby 
to provide with said arcuate top edges a pair of arcuate 
shoulders, a ?at arcuately bent cover adapted to rest 
on said shoulders with the ends thereof adjacent the upper 
ends of said end walls, the ends of said side walls at the 
top edges thereof having substantially rectangular cut 
outs, the ends of said strips extending beyond the said cut 
outs, and being provided with inwardly extending lugs 
adapted to abut the ends of said cover, and lateral, out 
wardly, extending ?anges carried by the opposite ends 
of said’cover and adapted to engage the bottoms of said 
inwardly extending lugs whereby to resiliently retain said 
cover in the closed'position, said cover being provided 
with a plurality of openings whereby the holder may be 
converted to a liquid-containing receptacle for fresh 
?owers after the typewriter ribbons have been removed 
andfor other engaging purposes. 

3. A typewriter ribbon holder according to claim 2, 
said holder being formed entirely of transparent plastic. 
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