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This invention relates to an aid for learning the game 
of golf and more particularly relates to a device for im 
proving the stance of a golf player. 

Although some effective ‘devices have existed hereto 
fore which can .be used by a golf player to improve 'his 
stance or swing or both, most of these have been clumsy, 
complicated, and dih'icu'lt to use. Many of the devices 
which have ‘been designed .to serve this purpose have been 
either partially ‘or wholly ine?ective due to difficulty of 
operation or due to the inhibiting effect upon delicate 
muscular reaction'patterns of having leather or steel bands 
encircling head, shoulders, waist and feet. in some de 
vices scales have been provided to show where the golf 
ball should ‘be located; these have been divided into 
standard units- of measurement such as inches or centi 
meters. Such‘scales are of little or no use whatever to 
the novice who does not known where on the scale to 
place the ball or that part of body to which the scale 
pertains. 

Scales in the prior devices have also been unsatis 
factory because of undue complexity which required a 
great deal of experiment in adjusting the interrelationship 
between the various scales before they could be operated. 
An object of the present invention is, therefore, to pro 

vide a device which will be useful to a novice in learning 
the game of golf. 

Another object is to provide an aid which is extremely 
simple and is both ef?cient and etfective in learning the 
game of golf. 

Another object is to provide such a device which is, in 
addition, economical and readily portable by a single 
person walking long distances. 

Another object is a device which establishes the cor 
rect positions in which a golf ball should be placed in 
relation to the stance of the player and as a corollary, the 
correct position .his feet should take in relation to the 
position of the ball. 

Other objects ‘will become apparent as the following’ 
description proceeds. 
For a more complete understanding of the nature ‘and 

scope of my invention reference can be had to the follow 
ing detailed description taken in connection with the ac 
companying drawings in which like reference numerals 
refer to similar or'like elements. 

Figure '1 vis a perspective view of one embodiment of 
the device; 

Figure 2 is a plan view of a portion of still another 
embodiment; 

Figure 3 is a partially cut away perspective view of 
another embodiment. , 

' In the embodiment ‘shown in Figure 1, mat 1 is placed 
on the ?oor or ground. Mat 1 has embossed, inlaid, 'im 
printed, or otherwise imposed on its surface a facsimile 
of a left foot print2 "and may or may 'not’have vsirn‘il'arly 
impressed ‘on the surface a ‘facsimile of a right foot print 
3, and on a line within 30° of normal to the axesof 
foot prints ‘2 'and 3 and ‘parallel to a line drawn ‘through 
the '-‘toe ends of said footprints, it has a series or group ‘S 
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of snap receptacles 4 which may be designated scale 5.‘ 
The position of snap receptacles 4 constitutes the indexing 
of scale 5. Each receptacle is numbered beginning at the 
receptacle nearest the ‘left foot print. The numbers cor 
respond to the numbers of the golf clubs which are to be 
used respectively in connection with the correspondingly 
numbered receptacles. For example the third receptacle 
from the left foot print is numbered “3” and is to be used 
in connection with the Number 3 wood club if the “lie” 
of the golf ball is such that this club should be used in 
playing the shot. Flexible strip 6 is provided at one end 
with a series ofsnap plugs 7 and is adapted to be remov 
ably attached at .this end to mat 1. Any other suitable 
attaching means such .as various types of friction snaps, 
rivets and buttons may equally well be used. Strip 6 has 
on its upper surface a series 8 of indexing marks which 
may be referred to scale 8. The indexing marks or 
“Vertical” scale 8 are numbered with the numbers of 
the clubs to be used respectively in connection with each 
mark. 

In using .the device the line which passes through the 
center of snaps or scale 5 -or a line parallel thereto is 
placed parallel to the desired line of ?ight of the ball. 
Next the club is selected in view of the situation or “lie” 
of the ball with regard to the golf course. The sub 
sequent steps which should be taken in using the device 
will be illustrated ‘by the following examples, which indi 
cate the mode of use of the embodiment shown in Figure 
l. Slight variations may be necessary in using the em~ 
bodirnents as shown by the other ?gures. 

EXAMPLE 1 

if the position of the ‘ball in relation to the golf course 
is such that ‘the ball would fbe'played with a wood club or 
either .a 2, 3, or 4 iron the following steps would be car 
ried out. After selecting the proper club, for example 
the 3 iron, the player selects one of the snaps on the 
end or" flexible strip '6. Six such snaps are ‘shown in Figure 
1, and this number is preferable although any number 
can be used as will be seen 2below. In one embodiment 
the player would make a selection, based on the follow 
ing table, of the snap which would be proper for this 
height. Since scale 8 determines the ‘position of the ball 
in relation to the reach of the player, the indexing of 
scale :8 and the positions of the snaps at the end of strip 
6 are based :on the normal reach of a person of normal 
height whereas the reach of most persons di?ers some 
what ‘from normal. 1If the player therefore should ?nd 
that the ball seems de?nitely too close or too far away 
from him 'he should choose respectively ‘a snap position 
one-digit greater or one digit less in number as indicated 
by Table l. ‘ 

Table 1 

For men: 
Position #1 ________ __ Less than 5" 4” in height. 
Position #2 ________ __ 5' 4" to 5' 6" in height. 
Position #3 ________ __ '5’ 6" to 5' 8" in height. 
l’osition #4 ________ _._ '5’ '8" to 5’ 10" in height. 
Position #5 ________ __ 5" 10" to 6' in height. 
Position #6 ________ __ Over 6’ in height. 

For women: 

Position #1 __________ __ Less than 5’ in height. 
Position #2 ___________ _.i 5' to 5' 2." in height. 
Position #3 __________ __ 5' 2" to 5’ 4" in height. 
Position #4 __________ __ 574"’ to 5’ 6" in height. 
Position #5 _________ -__. 5' 6" to 5’ 8" in height. 
Position #6 __________ __ Over 5' 8" in height. 

The player ‘then snaps ?exible strip 6 onto mat 1 at 
that position of one of receptacles 4 adjacent the nu 
meral 3 of scale 5 and then ‘adjusts strip 6 so that it 
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forms a right angle with the edge of mat 1. This may 
be facilitated by providing a line on the surface of mat 
1, at each receptacle position in scale 5, which is per 
pendicular to the edge of the mat or by providing dots 
or index marks 'on the surface of mat 1, in a line parallel 
to the index marks of scale 5 but at a distance removed 
therefrom and in positions corresponding to the posi 
tions of scale 5 so that an index mark at the extreme 
end of strip 6 can be lined up with the corresponding 
index mark on mat 1 for each receptacle position on 
scale 5 which is used, to establish a right angle between 
scale 8 and scale 5 for each position on scale 5 that is 
used. 
The golf ball is then placed alongside the appropriate 

one of index marks or scale 8 which in this case would be 
the index mark adjacent the numeral “3.” The ball is 
then in proper place to “play” the Number 3 iron. Since 
there is then no longer a need for index marks 8 the 
strip 6 may be placed aside so that it will not interfere 

. ‘with the player’s swing. The player then takes the Num 
her 3 iron and stands on the mat and places his left foot 
on left foot print 2. He then places his right foot on 
mat 1 in any position which he ?nds comfortable except 
that his toe must be on or near the straight line which 

A good rule 
to follow is to have the heels of both feet directly below 
‘the shoulders; this gives the player maximum balance 
when playing the 1, 2, 3, 4, woods and the 2, 3, 4, irons. 
The player‘ must remember not to place his right foot 
in right foot print 3 on the mat unless his foot falls 
there naturally. The player then places his club head 
behind the ball and is then in the proper position to play 
the selected shot; 

EXAMPLE 2 

In order to play the 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 irons, the player 
follows the steps set forth above in Example 1 down 
to the point at which he places his feet on the mat. In 
the case'of these irons, instead of using the left foot 
print 2 on the mat he places his right foot in right foot 
print 3; he then places his left foot any place on the 
mat which he ?nds comfortable except that his left toe 
should be on or near the straight line running through 
the toes of the foot prints. He then places the club 
head behind the ball and is in proper position to play 
the selected shot. ' 

These examples have described in detail the procedure 
to'be followed in using one embodiment of the device 
of this invention. The procedure for using other em 
bodiments is quite similar but varies in details. 
The embodiment of Figure 2 has the advantage that 

means are provided for mechanically locating scale 8 
perpendicular to scale 5. 
The two lines of holes,‘ designated A and C corre 

spond to one indexing of scale 5 and the two lines of 
holes designated B and D correspond to a slightly differ 
ent indexing of scale 5. The indexing of lines A and C 
is identical and the indexing of lines B and D is identical. 
It will be noted that in this embodiment the indexing of 
scale 5 is established by holes in mat 1" which provide , 
suitable means of attaching a ?exible strip with a rivet 
as shown in Figure 3 or with any other means of attach 
ing such as that shown in Figure 1 which may, of course, 
be used. Strips such as strip 6" and 6”’, each carrying 
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Referring to Figure 3 there is shown ?exible strip 6"" 

partly cut away at one end to show how it may be at 
tached to mat 1" with a rivet Where a hole is provided 
in strip 6"" and a corresponding hole in mat 1". The 
indexing of scale 8' is established by spherical indenta 
tions 14 instead of indexing marks. In using this em 
bodiment the golf ball is placed directly in the spherical 
indentation in the surface of strip 6"" which constitute 
the appropriate position on scale 8’, instead of being 
placed adjacent to’ an appropriate indexing mark on the 
surface of the strip. . ' 

The establishment of an appropriate indexing which 
will provide for proper stance and correspondingly proper 
balance and ball placement for the majority of the very 
great number of golf players is part of the essence of my 
invention and although the speci?c dimensions of scale 
5 and S are not part of the essence of the idea of estab 
lishing such scales, appropriate indexings are shown in 
the following tables. 

Table 2.—Indexing of scale 5 

Designation of Golf Index Position 
Club 

One line perpendicular to line running through 
toes of foot prints, said perpendicular line 
tangent to the heel of left foot print 2. 

‘ii; inch to the right of 1 wood. 
as inch to the right of 2 Wood. 
5/1’; inch to the right of 3 wood. 
1% inch to the right of 4 Wood. 
Q/iq inch to the right of 2 iron. 
‘M0 inch to the right of 3 iron. 
5%; inch to theright of 4 iron. 
as inch to the right of 5 iron. 
lé inch to the right of 6 iron. 

_ lé inch to the right of 7 iron. 
1/2 inch to the right; of 8 iron, 3 inches to the left 
of the line drawn perpendicular to line run 
ning through toes of foot prints and tangent 

tance from said tangent to the left heel print 
to the above described tangent to the right 
heel print is thus 14%; inches. ~ 

of points for attaching strips 6 to 
mat 1 

Table 3.—-P0siti0ns. 

Position No.: 

1 
2 

2 Each one inch apart 
5 
6 

Table 4.—Indexing of scale 8 

Distance From Line Drawn Through 
The Toes Of The Two Foot Prints 
When Strip 6 Is Attached To‘ Mat 1 
In Position 6 According to Table 1 

Designation of Club 

22%2 inches. -_ 
23%6 (3%2 inch from 9 iron). 
24 inches (15/16 inch from 8 iron). 
24l§dn ("An inch from 7 iron). 
25% (1946 inch from 6 iron). 
261%; (1%; inch from 5 iron). 
27% (ls/is) inch from 4 iron. 
281546 (“its inch from 3 iron). 
34%; (5% inch from 2 iron). 7 
34% (13/10 inch from 4 wood). 

_ 351MB (1%; inch from 3 Wood). 
367%; (V4 inch from 2 wood). 

In order to establish these scales a thorough search 
of available literature was made but in addition a survey 
of professional and expert amateur golfers was made to 
determine the optimum indexing for persons having var 
ious physical characteristics.‘ Embodiments of the device 
were used by a number of-these well quali?ed experts 
to further determine the preferable indexing. The in 
dexes which are set forth above are those which are pre 
ferred. ' 

It will be understood that substantial variations from 
each of these indexes will fall completely within‘the pur 

to the heel of the right foot print. Total dis~ 
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view of this invention. it is believed that the .indexing 
of scale 8 as presented in the above tables is appropriate, 
when used in conjunction with the table set forth above 
for persons of different height, for about 90% or more 
of golfers and is preferable without more than 10% 
change in the indexing or useable with ‘as much as 30% 
‘change in the indexing. These percentages refer to both 
change in spacing between next adjacent indexing ‘marks 
and also the change in distance from the index marks to 
the base line which runs ‘through'the ‘toes of the two foot 
prints, it being understood that the relative position of 
the index marks as shown in ‘Tables ‘2 and 4 would al 
ways be maintained. 

Certain parts of the indexing of scale 5 can be changed 
only a relatively slight amount whereas certain other 
parts can be changed a good deal within what is con 
sidered a preferable range of indexing. The distance be 
tween the index positions for the 3 and 4 irons is in no 
way critical if the method of Examples 1 and 2 is fol 
lowed and the embodiment of Figure l is used. 

However, instead of establishing the position of the 
body from the left foot for the playing of some clubs 
and from the right foot for the playing of some clubs, 
the left foot alone can ‘be used as a basis for establishing 
the position of the body for the playing ‘of all clubs. In 
this case the distance between the indexing marks for 
the 4 iron and the 5 iron may be reduced to as little as 
% of an inch or as much as about 3 inches. In this 
event one of left foot prints 15, 16 and 17 in Figure 2 
is used in ?rst establishing the position of the left foot. 
The several left foot positions are used respectively in 
playing the wood clubs, the 2, 3, and 4 irons ‘and the 5 to 
9 irons. In playing the first two groups of clubs, the 
right foot may then take any position which is com 
fortable except that the toe of the right foot must be 
on the line running through the toes of the foot prints. 
In playing the last group, namely the 5 through 9 irons, 
the right foot must be placed in one of the several alter~ 
native foot prints 18, 19, and 20 on mat 1". An advan 
tage of using this form of indexing is that the well known 
rule that the 5 iron should be played with the ball in 
a position equidistant from the two heel is followed. 
On the other hand a concomitant disadvantage is that in 
addition to being a complicated scale to use it provides 
an undesirably rigid relationship between the position 
of the two feet and this violates to some degree the rule 
that the stance should be the one which is most comfort 
able for the player; it also produces a stance which is 
.too broad in some instances. This latter disadvantage 
may be corrected by providing a great number of foot 
prints for each foot but it has been found that this makes 
the device complicated, dii?cult, hard to understand, hard 
to use, and tends to make the player undesirably and 
improperly tense in trying to maintain ‘his feet in posi 
tions which are de?ned with an unnecessary degree of 
speci?city. 

It would seem that it might be either necessary or de 
sirable to vary the distance between the extreme index 
positions on scale 5, namely the distance between the 1 
Wood position and the 9 iron position for persons of vari 
ous height, weight, sex, and reach and accordingly to 
vary the proportionate relationship between the other 
index positions. It has been found that this seems neither 
necessary nor desirable and that it appears best to main 
tain the same spacing on scale 5 for persons of said dif 
ferent physical characteristics so long as a comfortable 
stance is provided, as it is in the preferable indexing set 
forth above. This conclusion has been based primarily 
on empiricial considerations. 

It might also seem desirable to vary the index relation 
ship on scale 8 for various persons of different height, 
weight, sex, and reach as well as to vary the distance of 
the ball from the players feet. However, experts have 
been found to agree that this step is not only unnecessary 
but is undesirable, primarily I believe because such pro 
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".port'ronal change would 'be ‘so slight as to be of no prac 
tical e?e'ct. 
‘The ?gures show the use of certain materials 2and ffas 

tenings for the various parts of the device for v'tny ‘inven 
tion. It is to be understood that these are not to be con 
sidered as liimting since the mat has been ‘made success 
{fully out :of rubber, several plastics, wood, and fabrics, 
and the detachable :strip carrying scale 8 has been made 
out of the same materials and leather, ‘leatherette and 
metal. 'Other materials which would be suitable ‘for 
either of these parts include sheet metal, woven wire, 
glass and plastic fabrics, natural ?ber fabrics, plywood, 
and water resistance paper compositions. Neither the 
mat nor the detachable strip need be ?exible since either 
or both can be entirely rigid. I have, however, found 
it preferable that both of these parts be ?exible. The 
?exibility is preferably such that the mat and the de 
tachable strip can be rolled up and carried. I have found 
rubber and moderately elastomeric plastic to be prefer 
able materials for all parts of the device except the fas 
teners. Any sort of fasteners known to the prior art may 
be used and I have found a number of types of metal rivet 
and snap fasteners to be suitable. > 

Having thus disclosed my invention I claim: 
1. A device to indicate a golf player’s stance, compris 

ing a mat adapted to lie on a ?at surface and a strip 
removably attachable thereto, a facsimile of at least the 
left foot print of a human on the upper surface of said 
mat, on the same surface a series of attachment means 
for removably attaching said strip, said attachment means 
being disposed in a straight line adapted to be placed 
substantially parallel to any desired line of ?ight of a 
golf ball, and being‘ substantially equal in number to the 
clubs used in playing the game of golf, and spaced apart 
according to a series of predetermined preferred distances 
from said facsimile, attaching means near one end of 
said strip for attaching said strip to said mat at said 
attachment means therein and a series of indicating means 
on said strip consisting of marks spaced apart from one 
end of said strip at distances in accordance With a series 
of predetermined preferred positions for placement of a 
golf ball when played respectively with each of a pre 
determined number of clubs. 

2. A golf stance indicator, comprising a mat of ?exible 
material adapted to lie on a substantially ?at surface such 
as the ground and a strip of ?exible material removably 
attachable thereto, at least one facsimile of a human left 
foot print and one facsimile of a human right foot print 
on the upper surface thereof, said foot prints being dis 
posed in the manner of those of a standing human, on 
the same surface a series of friction snap members dis 
posed in a straight line parallel to a line drawn tangent to 
the toe end of said left foot print and passing near the 
toe end of said right foot print, each said snap member 
spaced apart along said line a distance from said foot 
prints in accordance with a series of predetermined pre 
ferred positions for placement of a golf ball when uti 
lizing respectively each of a predetermined number of 
clubs, a plurality of friction snap members near one end 
of said strip providing means for attachment thereto of 
said strip and a scale on said strip composed of a series 
of index marks and disposed at such distances from one 
end of said strip as to indicate positions for placement 
of a golf ball for utilization of each of a predetermined 
number of golf clubs. 

3. A golf stance indicator, comprising a mat of ?exible . . 
material adapted to lie on a substantially ?at surface and 
a strip of ?exible material removably attachable thereto, 
at least one facsimile of a human left foot print and one 
facsimile of a human right foot print on the upper surface 
thereof, said foot prints being disposed in ‘the manner 
of those of a standing human, on the same surface a 
series of snap fastener members disposed in a straight line 
parallel to a line tangent to the toe end of said left foot 
print and passing near the toe end of said right foot print, 
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each said snap fastener member being disposed on said 
,line'in- accordance with a series of predetermined pre 
ferred positions for placement of a golf ball when utilizing 
respectively each of a predetermined number of clubs, 
a plurality of snap fastener members near one end of said a 
strip providing means for attachment of said strip to 
said mat on said strip a series of‘ index marks disposed 
from one end of said strip in ‘accordance with a series 
of predetermined preferred‘ positions for placement of a 
golf 'ball when utilizing respectively each of a predeter~ 10 
mined number of golf clubs. ' ‘ 
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