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My invention relates to a registering mechanism, and 
more particularly to a mechanism which can be set to 
register initials, numbers, or symbols. ' 

Such a mechanism, for example, may be used within 
the housing of a powder compact, and any desired com 
bination of initials visibly positioned in the casing. The 
principal object of my invention is to provide an inex; 
pensive mechanism whereby two sets of registering indicia 
may be inexpensively and simply incorporated into a 
casing. 

Other objects are to provide a mechanism which con 
sists principally of ñat stampings which may be suitably 
printed, engraved, or otherwise decorated with initials, 
numbers or symbols; to provide a mechanism which may 
be set to register the desired indicia without levers or 
handles extending from the case; to provide a two-dial 
mechanism which may be operated in one direction to 
set one dial and in the other direction to set the remain 
ing dial; to provide two dials which are concentrically 
positioned with respect to each other whereby the outerV 
dial may operate the inner dial; and to provide a mecha 
nism of the foregoing character which will not add ap 
preciably to the bulk of the object to which it is added. 

I accomplish these and other objects and obtain my 
new results as will be apparent from the device described 
in the following speciñcation, particularly pointed out 
in the claims, and illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ing, in which 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a powder compact em 
ploying my registering mechanism. 

Fig. 2 is a sectional view of the compact of Fig. l 
taken in the plan 2_2. 

Fig. 3 is a sectional plan view of the compact taken 
in the plane 3_3 of Fig. 2. 

Figs. 4, 5, 6, and 7, are plan views respectively of the 
top cover (partially shown), the outer dial, the inner 
dial, and the guide plate. 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of the supporting rim and. 
min-or for positioning under the mechanism in the top 
cover. 

The mechanism is shown in detail in Figs. 2 and 3, 
inside the compact 10, which comprises a lid 12, and a 
bottom receptacle 14 hinged at 16. Two annular stamp 
ings, concentrically positioned, a-re formed into inner 
dial 18 and outer dial 20. These are positioned inside 
a plate 22 for guiding the movement of the dials. This 
is accomplished by forming upstanding rims 24 and 
26 in the plate at the inner and outer edges, respectively, 
of the dials which rims form a seat within which the 
dials revolve. The plate is prevented from rotating with 
respect to the lid by an upset portion 28 in the side wall 
30 of the lid wall which tits into a conrœponding recess 
32 in the plate. 
The dials are eccentrically mounted with respect to the 

lid, to position one edge of the outer dial 20, adjacent 
an opening 34 in the wall 30 of the lid, where they may 
be engaged either by the thumb nail, or by a pointed tool 
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such as the key 36. The outer dial is notched, as at 38, 
to facilitate rotation. 
The inner dial 18 is caused to rotate by movement of 

the outer dial. This is accomplished by providing ratchet 
teeth 40 on the inner edge 42 of dial 20. These engage 
in one direction a spring biased pawl 44 formed on the 

’ ‘_ outer edge 46 of inner dial 18. The ratchet teeth and 
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pawl comprise the connecting means. The ratchet teeth 
will cam over the pawl 44, forming a disconnector when 
dial_20 is rotated in the reverse direction. 1 
The inner edge 48 of dial 18 is similarly provided wi 

ratchet teeth 50 which are engaged in one direction by 
a spring biased pawl 52 formed in the wall 24 of plate 
22. The 'ratchet teeth and pawl comprise the holding 
means. The ratchet teeth will cam over the pawl 52, 
forming a release mechanism when the dial 18 is rotated 
in the opposite direction. 

Looking at the dials in the position shown in Fig. 3, 
it will be seen that the ratchet teeth and pawls are de 
signed to permit outer dial 20 to rotate clockwise indivi 
dually, but when rotated counterclockwise the ratchet 
teeth 40 lock against pawl 44, causing the inner dial to 
be carried thereby. Then it is possible to set the inner 
dial to the desired position, and thereafter to reverse 
the movement of dial 20 which will set the outer dial to 
the selected indicia, Without loss of position of the inner 
dial. However, should the inner dial start to rotate 
clockwise, as seen in Fig. 3, the ratchet teeth 50 will 
lock against pawl 52 of the plate 22 to prevent clock 
wise motion. 
The dials are, in the example illustrated, provided with 

letters of the alphabet to permit selected letters from 
inner and outer dials to be visible through apertures 54 
and 56, respectively. 
The bottom of the plate 22 may be covered by a mirror 

58 supported by an annular rim 60 secured firmly to the 
wall 30 of the lid. The dials and plate may be made of 
thin metal stock which permits pawls 42 and 52 to be 
formed in the stamping operation. Slot 62 may be 
formed in the plate 22 to facilitate the spring action of 
pawl 52, while slots 64 may be provided to aid in draw 
ing the wall 26 and limiting the friction between dial 20 
and the plate 22. 

While the registering mechanism is shown as part of 
a powder compact, it is apparent that the mechanism 
may be incorporated in other devices where numbers or 
symbols may be used in place of letters. 

I have thus described my invention, but I desire it 
understood that it is not confined to the particular forms 
or uses shown and described, the same being merely 
illustrative, and that the invention may be carried out 
in other ways without departing from the spirit of my 
invention, and, therefore, Iclaim broadly the right to em 
ploy all equivalent instrumentalities coming within the 
scope of the appended claims, and by means of which, 
objects of my invention are attained and new results 
accomplished, as it is obvious that the particular em 
bodiments herein shown and described are only some of 
the many that can be employed to attain these objects 
and accomplish these results. 

I claim: 
1. An indicia indicating mechanism comprising a first 

and second dial mounted on the same axis, and a sta 
tionary member; each of said dials containing a plurality 
of indicia thereon; a cover for said dials containing means 
for viewing certain of the indicia on said dials; connect 
ing means interlocking the ñrst and second dials to cause 
both dials to rotate as a unit when the first dial is ro 
tated in one direction, said connecting means including 
a disconnector for unlocking the two dials when the iirst 
dial is rotated in the :reverse direction; holding means in 
terlocking the second dial and the stationary member for 
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preventing rotatiQn of the. second. dial when, the, first dial, 
is rotated in the `reverse direction, said holding means 
including a releasing mechanism for unlocking the second 

dial from the stationary 'member'. when the first second dials are rotating in the same direction-r 

2. Themechanismof claim'ÄL, wheríéinzthevconnectíng 
means .and7 disconnector' @comprise a: set Vof ratchet' teethl 
fogmed on one of the dials-'and a- p‘awl mounted on: the 
ot er. Y ' » Y ' 

3,1116 mechanism of vclaiml 1', wherein-the. homing 1o 
means and?feleasingmechanismcomprise a set ot? ratchet, 
teeth and a pawl,` one' forming au of~ the secondi dial 
and the other formi-ng part: ofl the stationaryl member. Y 

g77-enges, , - 

4. 'I_'hß mechanism of> claim, 1,A wherein the first dial 
I is provided wit-h engaging means whereby the ñrst dial 
may be manually moved in either of the directions. Y 
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