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The present invention relates to ladies’ handbags, and 
more particularly to an improved handbag having a plur 
ality of selectively usable compartments therein. 
As a general rule, ladies’ handbags are employed for 

carrying a wide variety of .articles,-such as make-up, 
credit ‘plates, jewelry, change, andvthe like. Some of 
these articles, such as change, for example, are used 
quite frequently, while other articles are used with rela 
tive infrequency. The present invention, therefore, seeks 
to provide an improved handbag in which those articles 
most frequently used are held in a readily accessible posi 
tion, while other and less frequently used articles are 
contained in a separate compartment, out of sight, and in 
such manner as not to restrict in any way the free ac 
cessibility of the more frequently used articles. With 
respect to the above, the invention provides an improved 
handbag in which infrequently used articles are contained 
in a normally closed compartment, below the other ar 
ticles. The most frequently used articles are held in 
a normally open compartment in the top part of the 
bag. The top compartment, while being surrounded by 
the wall panels of the bag, and thus hidden from normal 
view, is open at the top, so that free access may be had 
thereto at all times. The lower compartment, onythe 
other hand, is normally closed off, and is not opened 
when removing articles from the upper compartment. 
In this manner, the less frequently used articles, in the 
lower compartment, do not interfere in any way with 
the free removal of the more frequently used articles‘. 
Moreover, the less frequently used articles need not even 
be exposed when other articles are removed. 
The present invention furtherprovides a novel hand 

bag having the advantageous features mentioned above, 
in which the functional features are'combined in such 
manner to impart a stylish and pleasing outward appear 
ance to the bag. ' ' 

For a better understanding of the invention, reference 
may be made to the following detailed description and 
accompanying drawing, in which: ' 

Fig. 1 is a perspective vView of the new handbag; 
Fig. 2 is a front elevation of-the handbag of Fig 1, il 

lustrating details of the bottom compartment closing 
means; ‘ ~ - 

Fig. 3 is an end elevation of .the new handbag with 
the bottom compartment open; - » a 

Fig. 4 is a front elevation of the new handbag,_with 
the bottom compartment closed, and with a'side‘panel 
thereof bent outwardly'to expose details of the top .com 
partment; and . . ‘a 1 

Fig. 5 is an end'elevation of the new handbagjwith 
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panels 10, 11 are connected together by end wall panels 
12, 13 and a bottom wall panel 14. In the preferred and 
illustrated form of the invention, the end and bottom wall 
panels 12~—14 may be formed of two similar pieces ofv 
material‘joined together at the center of the bottom wall. 
However, the various panels 12—14 will be referred to 
herein as separate and independent elements of the com 
bination. ' p - 

As shown in Fig. 3, the bottom portions of the end 
wall panels 12, 13 are of substantially the same width 
as the bottom wall panel_14. However, the upper por 
tions of the end panels 12, 13 ?are outwardly, so that 
the end panels are somewhat wider at the top than at 
the bot-tom. The end and bottom panels are joined with 
the side wall panels 10, 11 along corner seams, formed 
in any suitable manner. Suitable pipingl15, or other 
decorative trim, may be secured at these seams, if desired. 

'As shown in Fig. 3, the end wall panels 12, 13 are 
provided with permanent creases 16, which extend verti 
cally along the center lines of the panels, from the upper 
edges ‘thereof to points spaced above the bottom panel 
14. The creases 16 are so formed that the upper por 
tions of the end panels tend to fold inwardly when the 
opposite side wall panels 19, 11 are pressed toward each 
other. In this respect, the end wall panels 12, 13 form 
gussets, which permit the side wall panels 10, 11 to be 
pressed together, in a substantially ?at condition, or 
separated to full width of the end panels, as indicated in 
Fig. 3. When the side wall panels 10, 11 are pressed 
together, the creases 16 lie inside the general outlines 
of the bag, as indicated in Fig. 2. 
When the bag is fully opened, a generally rectangular 

compartment or receptacle is formed in the lower portion 
thereof, while a second compartment is formed in the 
upper portion of the bag. 1 

v In accordance with the teachings of the invention, 
the lower compartment may be closed off, while leaving 
the upper compartment exposed and freely accessible. 
To this end, the new handbag includes means to hold the 
opposite side wall panels 16, 11 together at their mid 
section. In the illustrated form of the invention, pairs 
of snap fasteners 17, 18 are provided at opposite sides 
of the sidewall panels 10, 11 facing outwardly substan4 
tially in the manner indicated in Fig.‘ 2. The fasteners 
17, 18 are preferably the female elements of complete 
pairs of fasteners. The male elements 17’, 18' of the 
pairs are secured at the ends of short straps or'cinchers 
19, 20, which may be formed of material similar to 
that with which the bag generally is formed, or may be 
made of a contrasting material, where desired. The 

' straps‘ 19, 20 are of such length that, when the male 
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Referring now to the drawings, the numerals ' 
designate, generally, opposite side wall panelsof thehand- ’ 
bag. The panels 10, 11 are of substantially identical size 
and shape, and in the illustrated form of the invention 
are approximately rectangular, being somewhat ‘wider 

70 

at the bottom than at the‘ top, howeven'lThe'lsidie‘zwall 

fastener elements thereof are engaged with the female 
fastener elements 17, 18 on the bag, the side wall panels 
10, 11 are drawn and held close together. This substan 
tiallycloses o'if the lower compartment of the bag ,as 
will'be readily apparent upon‘ comparison of ‘Figs. 3 and 
5. ' ' 

It is any important feature of the invention that the 
straps,19,.20 engage the sidewall panels: 19, 11 around 
the midi-portion or waist of the bag, while the upper por- 
tions of the side wall panels remain free. The closed 
or cinched waist ofthe ‘bag thereby de?nes the bottom 
of‘ the ‘upper compartment, which is open at the 'top 
and therefore freely accessible at all times. " ' 

As" shown Fig. 5‘, when the cinchcrstraps 19,120 are - 
‘fastened injpl-ace, the lower portions of; the‘wsidelwall 
panels 110,711]; slantr'vinwardly or converge iltoward'f; the 
straps. MyIrtacc'ordance'with'vthe.inventionythe upper pee 
tions of the‘side wall panels diverge upwardly from, the 
waist of the :baggsb that a relatively ,wide opening, ‘is 
formed at the top ofthe upper"compartme'nt.v__ 
"To ‘facilitate the clinching 'of the 'bag‘at the waist’and 
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provide for the normal divergence of the upper portions 
of 'the side wall panels, the panels are formed of two 
sections of material joined together along horizontal 
seams 21. As shown in Fig. l, for example, the panel 10 
comprises upper and lower sections ltla, 1011 which are 
secured in overlapping relation and secured by seams 2i 
and 122. This imparts additional strength or body to the 
waist portion of the bag, to improve the cinching thereof 
by the straps 19, 20. 
As shown in Fig. 4, one of the upper side wall portions 

1011 has a pocket 23 therein, closed at the top by a hori 
zontal zipper ‘24. In this respect, it will ‘be understood 
Ithat the panel 10a, as well as the other panels described 
herein, may be formed of several layers of material in 
cluding, for example, a body fabric, an inner lining, and 
an outer or cover fabric. The pocket 23, therefore, may 
be formed between the body fabric and inner lining of the 
panel 10a, and the pocket itself may be de?ned by addi 
rtion-al layers of material. The actual construction of the 
pocket, per se, is not part of the present invention and 
will, therefore, not be described in detail. The location 
of the pocket 23 is, however, of importance, and in the 
illustrated bag the zipper 24 at the top of the pocket is 
located in the upper compartment of the bag, a short dis 
tance ‘below the upper edge of the panel llia and parallel 
therewith. 
On the opposite panel Ida, constituting the upper por 

tion of the side wall panel ll, is secured a change-purse 
25, which may be of a conventional type, having pivoted 
frame members 26 of inverted U-shape ‘forming closure 
elements. The purse 25 is positioned so that the upper 
portion thereof is located within the upper compartment 
of the "bag, a short distance below the upper edge of the 
panel 11a. 
The change-purse 25 and Zipper pocket 23 are, in ac 

cordance with the invention, exposed at all times in the 
upper compartment of the bag, so that ready access may 
be had thereto regardless of whether the :cincher strapsare 
fastened in place. Frequently used articles, such as 
change, tokens, and the like, may, therefore, be con 
veniently carried in the pocket 23 or purse 25, ‘while 
other articles may be carried in the lower ‘compartment 
of the bag. In this respect, however, it will be under 
stood that the pockets 23 and ‘25 are merely exemplary, 
and other combinations or ‘arrangements may be em 
ployed to hold articles in an accessible manner in the 
upper compartment of the bag. 

For carrying the bag, a pair of loop handles 27, 28 are 
secured to the upper panels ‘liia, 11a, respectively. The 
handles 27, 28 extend above the top of the bag an ap 
propriate distance, so that they may be conveniently 
gripped kby the hand or slipped over the forearm. The 
lhandles 217, 28 are advantageously mounted upon ‘the 
upper panels 1%, 1111, so that these panels tend to close 
when the bag is carried, while, when the handles are re— 
leased, the panels Ida, 11a assume the divergent positions 
shown in Fig. 5. 

‘Perhaps, the most important advantage of the new in 
vention is the novel structure whereby separate closed 
and open compartments are provided by cinching therbag 
at ‘the waist. Bulky and infrequently used articles may 
be carried in the normally closed lower compartment, 
Where they are out of view, as well as out of the way. 
The more frequently used articles may be carried in ‘a 
conveniently accessible manner, in either the zipper 
pocket .23 or change-purse 25, which are exposed at all 
times in the open upper compartment ‘of the bag., 
When it is desired to reach an article in the lower com 

partment of the bag, one or both of the cincher straps 
319, 2!) may bedisengaged atone end, so that the bag may 
be fully opened to expose the lower compartment. In 
a manner, whenever desired; "the cincher straps 
19,293,123’ be entirely removed and the bag employed as 
a general purpose tote bag: . 7' ‘ 

The various features of the new bag, which are ad 
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vantageous in a structural sense, also provide, or at least 
permit, a bag of stylish and pleasing outward appear 
ance. 

It should be understood, however, that the speci?c 
‘form of the invention shown and described herein is in 
tended to ‘be illustrative only, as certain changes may be 
made therein without departing from the invention. Ref 
erence should, therefore, be made to the following ap 

' pended claims in determining'the‘full scope of the grant. 
10 
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I claim: 
l. A lady’s handbag comprising in combination a 

pair of generally vertical side wall panels, a bottom wall 
panel joining said side wall panels along their bottom 
edges, a pair of generally vertical end wall panels join 
ing the side edges of one of said side wall panels with 
corresponding side edges of the other of said side wall 
panels and joining with said bottom wall panel, said 
panels forming a handbag body and de?ning an open 
topped receptacle, said end wall panels being foldable 
inwardly of said receptacleupon movement of said side 
wall panels toward :each other, releasable means engag 
ing said side wall ‘panels approximately midway be 
tween the top and bottom edges thereof for limiting the 
separation of said sidewall panels and substantially clos 
ing off the ‘bottom portion of said receptacle to form 
upper and lower compartments therein, at least the upper 
portions of said ‘side walls being relatively ?exible and 
being separable when said side walls are engaged by said 
releasable means, and pocket means exposed in said upper 
compartment. 

2. The handbag of claim 1, in which said releasable 
means comprises ?exible means releasably engaging cor 
responding side vedges of said side wall panels and ex 
tending from one side wall panel to the other. 

3. The handbag of claim 2, in which said means re 
leasably engaging said side wall panels comprises a pair 
of flexible cinch straps at opposite ends of said handbag 
and adapted to extend around the ends thereof from 
one side wall to .the other, means to connect one end 
of each strap to a side wall panel, and releasable fastener 
means for attaching the other end of each of said straps 
to an opposite side wall panel, said straps being of such 
length as to limit the separation of said side wall panels 
when said straps are connected at both ends to opposite 
side 'wall panels. 

4. A lady’s handbag. comprising in combination a 
pair of generally vertical side wall panels, a bottom 
wall panel joining said side. wall panels along their 
bottom edges, a pair of generally vertical end wall panels 
of substantially the same width as said bottom wall panel, 
said end wall panels joining said side-wall panels along 
their side edges, said panels forming a handbag body 
and de?ning an open-top receptacle, releasable means to 
hold said side wall panels in closely spaced relation at a 
point ‘approximately midway between the upper .and lower 
edges thereof to substantially close off the bottom por~ 
tion of said receptacle and thereby de?ne upper and 
lower compartments, and carrying handles secured to 
said side wall panels above said releasable means, said 
handles tending, When-gripped simultaneously, to close 
the said upper compartment. 

5. The handbag of claim 4 further characterized by 
said releasable means comprising ?exible cinch straps 
engaging corresponding side edge portions of said side 
wall panels. 7 r 

6. The handbag of claim 5 including means securing 
one end of each. of said cinch straps to a side wall 
panel, and releasable snap fastener means for connecting 
the other end of each cinch strap to a side wall panel. 

v7. The handbag of claim 4 further including auxiliary 
pocket meanscarried by one of said side wall panels and 
exposed in ‘the ‘said upper compartment, said auxiliary 
pocket means being accessible when said side wall panels 
are engaged by said releasable means. 
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