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This invention relates to a gathering device or sheet 
primarily adapted for garden and lawn use for gathering 
leaves, weeds, grass cuttings and the like, and in which 
such material may be readily carried. 
More particularly, it is an aim of the present invention 

to‘ provide a gathering device in the form of a ?at sheet 
in which materials to be disposed of can be piled, and 
having novel means for converting the sheet into a bag or 
receptacle form for carrying the material. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a gath 

ering device having novel means for supporting the device 
in an inverted position for emptying material therefrom. 

Still a further object of the invention is to provide a 
gathering device of extremely simple construction which 
may be readily folded for storage and which will occupy 
a relatively small space when not in use. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide a 
gathering device of extremely simple construction yet 
which will function et?ciently and durably for accom 
plishing its intended result. 

Various other objects and advantages of the invention 
will hereinafter become more fully apparent from the 
following description of the drawing, illustrating a pres 
ently preferred embodiment thereof, and wherein: 

Figure 1 is a plan view showing the gathering device 
extended and in flat form; 

Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view thereof taken 
through the gathering device substantially along a plane 
as indicated by the line 2—-—2 of Figure l and showing the 
gathering device closed to form a receptacle, and 

Figure 3 is a fragmentary plan view of the top part of 
the device when closed or substantially closed to form a 
receptacle. 

Referring more speci?cally to the drawing, the gather~ 
ing device in its entirety and comprising the invention is 
designated generally 5 and includes a sheet 6 of a suitable 
?exible material, preferably canvas or duck, of adequate 
strength and durability to support a substantial load and 
which is capable of withstanding rough usage. The sheet 
6 is preferably square as illustrated in Figure 1 and the 
edges thereof are turned under and stitched as seen at 9 
to provide hems 7. A reinforcing piece 8, preferably of 
the same material as the sheet 6 is disposed against. one 
side, preferably an underside, of the sheet 6 at the center 
thereof and is secured to said sheet ‘as by stitching as seen 
at 9a in Figure 1. 
The sheet 6 is provided with a central grommet or 

eyelet 10 which is secured to and extends through the 
central portion of the sheet 6 and through the reinforcing 
piece 8. The sheet 6 is also provided adjacent each 
corner thereof with a grommet, said corner grommets 
being designated 11, 12, 13 and 14. The sheet 6 is also 
provided with three grommets 15, 16 and 17 which are 
(spaced inwardly the same distance from the corner 
grommets 12, 13 and 14, respectively, and which are dis 
posed in alignment with the adjacent corner grommets and 
with the central grommet 10. 
A ?exible strand member 18, such as a piece of heavy 
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cord or twine, has an end portion extending through the 
grommet 11 and is knotted as seen at 19 in Figure 3, on 
opposite sides of the grommet 11, for retaining an end of 
the cord 18 connected to said grommet 11. A strand 20, 
similar to the strand 18, but which is preferably of a lesser 
length, has an end portion extending through the central 
grommet 10 and anchored thereto by knots or the like 
21 formed therein on opposite sides of the grommet 10. 
The strand 20 has its unsecured end portion disposed on 
the underside or outer side of the sheet 6, as seen in 
Figures 1 and 2. 

In use, the sheet 6 of the gathering device 5 is laid out 
?at as illustrated in Figure 1, as for example, by being 
placed in an extended position on the ground and with 
the reinforcing piece 8 disposed on the underside thereof. 
Leaves, weeds, grass clippings or other material to be 
gathered up, designated 22 and seen in Figure 2, may then 
be piled on the sheet 6. The corners containing the 
grommets 11 and 12 are then drawn upwardly toward 
one another and the strand 18 is then passed upwardly 
or outwardly through the grommet 12 for thus connecting 
the corners containing the grommets 11 and 12. One of 
the other corners, as for example the corner containing 
the grommet 13, is then drawn upwardly and the free 
end portion of the strand 18 is then passed upwardly or 
outwardly through said grommet 13, after which the 
other corner containing the grommet 14 is drawn up 
wardly toward the three connected corners and the free 
end of the strand 18 is then passed upwardly or outwardly 
through the grommet 14 for thus drawing the four 
corners of the sheet 6 together, as illustrated in Figures 
2 and 3. The sheet 6 will thus, be substantially closed to 
form a bag or receptacle for the material 22 and may be 
carried by grasping the free end portion of the strand 18 
which extends from the grommet 14. 
When it is desired to empty the contents of the gather 

ing device 5, the bottom strand 20 is grasped and the free 
end of the strand 18 is released. The gathering device 5 
is then lifted by the strand 20 for inverting said device 
relative to its position of Figure 2. The weight of the 
material will then cause the strand 18 to be withdrawn 
from engagement with the grommets 14, 13 and 12 to 
thus permit the gathering device to open so that the ma 
terial 22 can be emptied therefrom. 

It will be readily apparent that in closing the gathering 
device around the material 22 piled in the sheet 6, spilling 
of any of the material 22 from the sheet 6? can be readily 
avoided by following the procedure as previously de 
scribed, as the operator can hold the free end of the 
strand 18 with one hand while utilizing the other hand 
to lift the corner containing the grommet 12 and can pass 
the free end of the strand through said grommet 12 for 
drawing the corners containing the grommets 11 and 12 
toward one another. The free end of the strand can then 
be held while the corner containing the grommet 13 is 
raised for passing the strand 18 outwardly therethrough, 
after which the free end of the strand is held for holding 
the three connected corners together, while the other 
corner containing the grommet 14 is lifted. 
Where the contents 22 is not of suf?cient volume to ?ll 

the gathered sheet 6, the free end of the strand 18 can 
be ?rst passed outwardly through the grommet 15, then 
outwardly through the grommet 16 and ?nally outwardly 
through the grommet 17 for positioning the four corners 
of the sheet 6 in overlapping relation to one another for 
more completely closing the receptacle formed by the 
device 5 and for tightly con?ning the contents 22 therein. 
It will also be understood that when the strand 18 is in 
engagement with the four corner grommets as seen in 
Figure 3 and a pull is exerted on the free end of the strand 
for lifting the device 5 and its contents 22, that the four 
corners of the sheet will be drawn closely together and 



so that the adjacent hemmed edges 7 of the sheet will be 
disposed in substantially abutting engagement while‘ the 
device 5 is being carried to prevent spilling therefrom. 

Various modi?cations and changes are contemplated 
and may obviously be resorted to, without departing from 
the function or scope of the invention as hereinafter de 
?ned by the appended claims. 

v I claim as my invention: 
1. A gathering device of the character described com 

prising a substantially rectangular fabric sheet, a grom 
met secured in and extending through said sheet adjacent 
each corner thereof, and a ?exible strand member having 
one end extending through and anchored to one of said 
corner grommets and extending slidably and detachably 
through the other corner grommets for drawing the corners 
of said sheet together to form a bag-like receptacle. 

2. A device as in claim 1, a grommet extending through 
and anchored in the central portion of said sheet, a 
?exible strand member having one end extending through 
and anchored to said last mentioned grommet and hav 
ing a free end disposed externally of the sheet, when 
closed, to form a bag-like receptacle, said free end of the 
last mentioned strand member providing a handle means 
by which the bag-like receptacle can be lifted and in— 
verted. v 

3. A gathering device as in claim 2, and ‘a reinforcing 
fabric piece secured to an outer side of said bag-like 
receptacle and located adjacent the center of said sheet 
and through which said last mentioned grommet is se 
cured. 

4. A gathering device of the character described com 
prising a substantially rectangular fabric sheet, a grom 
met anchored through one corner of said sheet, a flexible 
strand member having one end extending through and 
anchored to said grommet, grommets extending through 
and anchored in said sheet adjacent the other corners 
thereof through which the free end of said ?exible strand 
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slidably and detachably engages for drawing the corners 
of the sheet together to form a bag-like receptacle. 

5. A gathering device as in claim 4, said last men 
tioned grommets being spaced substantially equal dis 
tances from the adjacent corners of said sheet and being 
located nearer the center of the sheet than said ?rst men 
tioned grommet for positioning the corners of the sheet 
in overlapping relation when the grommets thereof are 
engaged by said ?exible strand. 

6. A gathering device of the character described com 
prising a substantially rectangular fabric sheet, a grom 
met extending through and anchored in one corner of said 
sheet, a ?exible strand element having one end extending 
through and anchored to said grommet, outer grommets 
extending through and anchored in each of the other 
corners of the sheet, and inner grommets extending 
through and anchored in said sheet adjacent to but spaced 
inwardly from each of said outer grommets, the free end 
of said ?exible element selectively engaging slidably and 
detachably through either the outer grommets or said 
inner grommets for drawing the corners of the sheet to 
gether to form bag-like receptacles of different sizes. 

7. A gathering device as in claim 6, portions of said 
?exible element extending directly between grommets of 
diagonally opposite corners of the sheet, when the sheet 
is gathered to form a bag-like receptacle, for drawing said 
diagonally opposite corners of the sheet directly toward 
one another. 
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