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The present invention relates to attachments for grip 
ping tools such as wrenches, pliers, vises, and so forth 
and more particularly to attachmentswhich can be‘ easily 
secured in their proper position on agripping tool and 
which enable articles formed of soft metal or articles 
having highly polished surfaces to be ?rmly gripped with 
out causing any damage thereto. 
For gripping articles having highly polished surfaces or 

articles formed of soft metal, gripping tools having metal 
gripping surfaces have been proven to be unsuitable be 
cause the force necessary to ?rmly grip the article can 
mar, scratch, deform or otherwise damage the surface. 
The present invention contemplates attachments formed 
of plastic or similar material which are sufficiently yield 
able to indent when in gripping relationship with a metal 
article and formed so as to be easily positioned on a grip 
ping tool. 
An object of the present invention therefore is to pro 

vide suitable attachments for gripping jaws of a wrench 
which prevent the surface of the work on which said 
wrench is used from being marred, scratched, deformed, 
or otherwise damaged; which have a cushioning effect 
while still ?rmly holding the work ?rmly in gripping posi 
tion; which will reform to their original shape after the 
work has been released; and which are provided on their 
jaw-confronting faces with teeth that mesh teeth on the 
gripping jaws of the wrench so as to retain them in proper 
position on the jaws when the wrench is in gripping rela 
tionship with respect to a piece of Work. 
A still further object of the present invention is to pro 

vide cushioning attachments which can be manufactured 
economically and in large numbers. 

Further objects and advantages of the present inven 
tion will be apparent to those skilled in the art upon pe 
rusal of the following description and accompanying draw 
ings in which: 

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of a gripping tool, with parts 
removed, shown in combination with cushioning attach 
ments of the present invention, with parts broken away to 
show details of construction. 

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken on line 2—2 of 
Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a gripping tool, with parts 
removed, shown in combination with modi?ed cushioning 
attachments. 

Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional view taken on the line 4—4 
of Fig. 3. 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view ‘of a vise jaw shown in com 
bination with a further modi?ed form of the cushioning 
attachment of the present invention. 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the cushioning attach 
ment shown in Fig. 5. 

Referring in detail to Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings, 
the number 10 represents generally a toggle pliers having 
a member 11 provided with a jaw 12a having a facing 
wall 12 and a member 13 with a jaw 14a having a facing 
wall 14. The member 13 is swingably connected to mem 
ber 11 by means of a pin 15 and positions the member 13 

20 

30 

40 

45 

50 

60 

65 

70 

2,766,649 
Patented Oct. V16, 1953 

2 
to swing as to move wall 14 in gripping relationship with 
respect to wall 12 in a manner well known in the art. 
The present invention consists of the provision of‘cush 

ioning attachments 16 and 17 constructed so as to cover 
the gripping walls 12 and 14 of toggle pliers 10. 
Each of the attachments 16 and 17 are channel-shaped 

and formed of any suitable plastic or similar material 
which is softer than metal, which will‘ indent when pressed 
with su?icient force against a metal article, which will 
recover rapidly to its original shape after being indented, 
and which embodies good frictional and gripping char 
acteristics with respect to a piece of work. Examples of 
plastic or similar material which have been found to be 
highly effective are polyesters, polystyrenes, vinyls, and 
hard rubber. As previously suggested, each of they at 
tachments are channel-shaped having a center jaw portion 
18 and side gripping portions 19. The jaw surfaces 12 
and 14 are each preferably formed with‘ transverse teeth 
20‘ and the side portions 19 are so spaced and sufficiently 
resilient to ?rmly grip the sides of the respective jaws 
when the attachments are positioned as shown in the 
drawings. The center portion of each of the attachments 
16 and 17 is positioned against the respective teeth 20 so 
as to aid in preventing movement of the attachments fore 
and-aft on the teeth when a piece of work is being gripped 
by the pliers 10. 
When the pliers are placed in use, the center portion 

18 of each of the attachments contacts the work and cush 
ions the same against being marred, scratched, or dam 
aged regardless of whether or not the work is highly 
polished or formed of soft metal as previously suggested. 

Referring now to Figs. 3 and 4, cushioning attachments 
are shown in combination with a Stilson wrench of any 
suitable or Well known construction, broadly designated 
as 21. These cushioning attachments 22 and 23 respec 
tively are somewhat modi?ed in form; however, each ?ts 
on opposing gripping jaws 24 and 25 of the Wrench in a 
substantially similar manner to previously described at 
tachments 16 and 17. Each of the attachments is chan 
nel-shaped so as to grip the jaw in a manner similar to 
attachments 16 and 17; however, a retaining end 26 is 
also provided for preventing slipping of the attachments 
with respect to their respective jaw upon movement of 
the wrench. Each of the jaws is provided with trans 
verse gripping teeth 27 and the inner surface of each of 
the attachments are also formed with matching teeth 28 
which intermesh with teeth 27 for aiding in preventing 
slipping of the attachments with respect to its associated 
jaw. 

Figs. 5 and 6 show another modi?ed attachment 29 for 
cushioning a vise jaw 29a. This attachment is also chan 
nel-shaped but in addition to side portions 30, is pro 
vided with opposite end portions 31. The sides and end 
portions 30 and 31 of the attachment are so spaced and 
sufficiently resilient to ?rmly hold the attachment to the 
vise jaw by the inherent gripping force of the opposed side 
and end portions. 

In View of the foregoing description taken in conjunc 
tion with the accompanying drawings, it is believed that 
a clear understanding of the device will be quite apparent 
to those skilled in this art. A more detailed description 
is accordingly deemed unnecessary. 
Having described the invention, what is claimed as new 

1s: 

1. A readily removable and replaceable cushioning at 
tachment for a wrench gripping jaw which is formed of 
material which is softer than a metal workpiece to be 
gripped; which will indent when gripped with su?icient 
force against a workpiece; which will recover rapidly to 
its original shape when such grip is released; which has 
good frictional and gripping characteristics; and which 
includes a center portion and a pair of spaced side por 
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tions extending from said center portion so as to provide 
a channel-shaped con?guration, said center portion being 
formed of a size so as to snugly overlie a gripping face of 
said gripping jaw and the inherent resiliency of said side 
portions being su?icient to hold said attachment to side 
walls of said gripping jaw in gripping relationship while 
still permitting easy removal thereof; said gripping face 
having formed thereon a plurality of transverse gripping 
teeth, and transverse teeth formed on a jaw-confronting 
surface of said center portion that mesh the ?rst men 
tioned teeth to prevent sliding movement of said attach 
ment relative to said gripping jaw. 

2. A readily removable and replaceable cushioning at 
tachment for a wrench gripping jaw which is formed of 
material which is softer than a metal workpiece to be 
gripped; which will indent when gripped with sui?cient 
force against a workpiece; which will recover rapidly to 
its original shape when such grip is released; which has 
good frictional and gripping characteristics; and which 
includes a center portion and a pair of spaced side por 
tions extending from said center portion so as to provide 
a channel-shaped con?guration, said center portion being 
formed of a size so as to snugly overlie a gripping face 
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of said gripping jaw and the inherent resiliency of said 

7 side portions being sui?cient to hold said attachment to 
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side walls of said gripping jaw in gripping relationship 
while still permitting easy removal thereof; said gripping 
face having formed thereon a plurality of transverse grip 
ping teeth, transverse teeth formed on a jaw-confronting 
surface of said center portion that mesh the ?rst men 
tioned teeth to prevent sliding movement of said attach 
ment relative to said gripping jaw, and an end portion 
on said attachment, said end portion interconnecting for 
ward edges of said side portions and said center portion 
and positioned against a front surface of said gripping 
jaw to further prevent rearward slipping of said attach 
ment on said gripping jaw. 
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