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1 Claim. (Cl. 68-213) 

This invention relates to a receptacle for facilitating 
the cleansing and storage of fabric sleeves as used on a 
roller for applying paint and the like. 

This application is a continuation-in-part of my co 
pending application Serial No. 307,778, ?led Septem 
ber 4, 1952, and now Patent No. 2,704,931 of March 
29, 1955. 

In recent years the painting of walls, etc. by means of 
a roller-type applicator having a lamb’s wool removable 
sleeve has, to a substatnial extent, supplanted bristle 
brushes. Nearly all non-professionals, e. g. householders 
doing home painting, ?nd these rollers far easier to 
use and less expensive than brushes but, as in the case 
with many home craftsmen, great laxity is encountered in 
the proper cleaning and care of the roller sleeve. In 
this connection it will be recognized that such fabric 
rollers must be thoroughly cleaned after each use, other 
wise the dried paint is thereafter practically irremovable 
and the sleeve must be discarded. Moreover, even assum 
ing proper cleaning, storage of the sleeve presents another 
problem, in that if it is immediately replaced on the 
mandrel of the applicator, with the intention of there 
by preserving its shape, full opportunity to dry out is not 
afforded, and any residual paint can cause permanent 
adhesion between the sleeve and mandrel. On the other 
hand if the sleeve, ?accid following saturation with the 
paint solvent is left freely to dry, its inherent weight com 
bined with the circular cross section, may cause perma 
nent deformation. 

In view of the foregoing, the principal object of my 
invention is to provide a receptacle to facilitate the 
cleaning of the sleeve following each use. 
Another object is the provision of a receptacle for the 

function aforesaid in which the sleeve may be stored be 
tween each use. 

Still another object is to provide a receptacle of tinned 
sheet iron or equivalent low cost material in order that 
the user may purchase several without stint, and thus 
care for more than one sleeve at a time, or, if the recepta 
cle has been used often so that the paint residue has 
accumulated to a level incompatible with e?icient use 
thereof, the same may be scrapped. 

Other objects will appear from the following descrip 
tion which, taken together with the accompanying draw 
ing, discloses a preferred embodiment of the invention. 

In this drawing: 
Fig. 1 shows a vertical, medial cross section through 

the receptacle and the therein-carried sleeve and sol 
vent; and 

Fig. 2 is a transverse cross section taken on the line 
2—2 of Fig. 1. 

In respect of the following description it will be un 
derstood that the type of sleeve to which the invention 
is particularly adapted comprises a woven body having 
a pile of lamb’s wool incorporated therewith for holding 
and applying the paint, and is in the form of a cylinder 
from two to nine inches in length having a more or less 
standard internal diameter of 11/2 inches. Having re 
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r into which the paint residue may settle. 
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gard to the foregoing considerations the invention, 
broadly contemplated, lies in providing a receptacle hav 
ing a capacity suf?cient to contain an amount of solvent 
calculated to clean a sleeve in average condition, i. e. 
saturated with paint. The receptacle is provided with 
a mouth of convenient size to receive the cross section of 
the roller circumscribed by a neck having threaded or 
bayonet-type securing means cooperative with corre 
sponding means formed as a part of a cap for closing the 
mouth. A cylindrical mandrel is supported from the 
inner face of the cap, and is of substantially the same 
diameter as the interior of the sleeve frictionally to re 
ceive the same in suspended condition in the solvent. 
Preferably the mandrel is in the form of an axially-split 
sleeve of slightly greater normal diameter than the in 
terior diameter of the sleeve to be carried thereon 
whereby to allow snug retention of the sleeve. Alterna 
tively or cumulatively the mandrel may be provided with 
embossments for frictionally maintaining the sleeve 
thereon. If desired the mandrel may be axially cor 
rugated to facilitate circulation of the solvent about 
the zone whereat the sleeve and mandrel are coextensive. 
In another aspect the invention contemplates the provi 
sion of a cylindrical stub upstanding from the bottom 
wall of the receptacle to support the lower end of the 
longer sleeves. Such stub may be the apical portion of 
a conical bottom so arranged as to de?ne, with the princi 
pal side wall of the receptacle, a gutter or well for re 
ceiving paint residue. Preferably the receptacle is of 
such diameter as to facilitate the gripping thereof be 
tween the hands, and is of a length capable of receiving 
the longest sleeve encountered commercially. 

Turning to the drawing there is shown a preferably 
cylindrical receptacle including a side wall 1d, a bottom 
wall 11, and a top wall 12, all joined by seaming or 
otherwise to form an inexpensive, ?uid-tight container. 
The top wall 12 includes a neck 14 having screw threads, 
bayonet-type protuberances or other common means for 
securement of the correspondingly formed closure 15. 
A gasket 16 may be included if desired. 

Secured, to and depending from, the closure 15 is a 
mandrel 21 preferably including a radially-extending 
?ange 22 to facilitate junction thereof by soldering, spot 
welding or other process to the interior ?at face of the 
closure, and centrally thereof. The paint applicator 
sleeve is shown at 26 and is frictionally received on body 
20 of the mandrel. In order to facilitate such engage 
ment the body 20 is preferably axially slotted or split, 
as at 27, and/or may be provided with embossrnents 2a. 

While the basic mode of employment of the device 
may be apparent from the foregoing, it is pointed out 
that after a su?icient quantity of solvent is poured into 
the receptacle the sleeve is ?tted over the mandrel and 
the closure replaced. The receptacle may now be 
shaken thoroughly to cleanse the sleeve, and then put 
to one side. During the idle period the residue thus 
?ushed out of the sleeve will precipitate to the lower por 
tion of the container. By making the interior depth 
of the receptacle su?iciently large a zone for accumula 
tion of normal accumulations of residue may'be pro 
vided without the same redepositing upon the sleeve. 

Desirably the bottom wall 11 is generally conical as 
shown, to de?ne, with the wall 10, a well or gutter 31 

Moreover, the 
wall 11 may be terminated as a cylindrical stub or but 
ton 32 of the same diameter as the interior of the sleeve 
26 whereby sleeves of the longer lengths may he sup 
ported laterally also at the lower end thereof. 
As an alternative embodiment either or both the 

mandrel body 29 and the stub 32 may be axially ?uted 
or corrugated to permit circulation of the solvent over 
virtually the entire inner surface of the sleeve 26. 
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By avoiding an acute juncture between ‘the ‘conical 
bottom wall 11 and the side wall 10, and as represented 
by the annular area 37, removal of sediment from the 
well 31 is greatly facilitated, as compared with the case 
wherein the conical bottom is brought ‘directly against 
the side wall '10. In the latter ‘instance it is ‘obviously 
more difficult to clean the bottom of the container. 

While I have shown a particular embodiment of my 
invention, it will be understood, of course, that I do 
not wish to be limited thereto since many modi?cations 
may be made, and I therefore contemplate by the ap 
pended claim to cover any such modi?cations as fall 
within the true spirit and scope of my invention. 
Having thus described my invention, What I claim 

and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 
A device for cleansing and storing a sleeve for a 

roller-type paint applicator or the like comprising an 
elongated, erect receptacle for receiving arsolvent and 
including a bottom wall and having a mouth at the up 
per end for admitting the sleeve, a closure for said 
month, said receptacle and closure having mutually 
engageable means for retention of said closure, said clo 
sure including means whereby the sleeve may be sup 
ported on said closure pending immersion of the sleeve 
in the solvent and subsequent ‘attachment of the closure 
comprising a cylindrical mandrel ‘of a diameter slightly 
greater than the interior diameter of the sleeve extend 
ing within said receptacle when said closure is in posi 
tion, said mandrel being of resilient sheet material 
and slit axially for deformation for frictional engage 
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intent with the sleeve when the upper end thereof is 
mounted thereover, said bottom wall being provided with 
a cylindrical inward protuberance in alignment with 
and of diameter slightly less than the interior diameter 
of the sleeve to receive the lower end of the sleeve as 
the same is immersed in the solvent, the junction be 
tween the closure and the receptacle being positioned 
above the lower end of the mandrel in order that a 
sleeve, when in position in the receptacle and when the 
receptacle contains sufficient solvent to submerge the 
sleeve, may be immersed in the solvent without over 
flow, and said bottom wall being inclined upwardly 
from substantially the junction of said bottom wall and 
the lateral Wall er the receptacle toward said protub 
erance to de?ne with said lateral wall a well for ac 
cumulation of solids precipitated out of the solvent. 
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