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This invention relates to an electrical connecting clip 
of the clamping jaw type. 
An object of the invention is to provide an electrical 

connecting clip of the clamping jaw type which is simple 
in construction, can be readily and inexpensively manu 
factured and assembled, consists of a minimum number 
of parts and is efficient in operation. . 

Another object is to provide an electrical connecting 
clip of the type referred to wherein no separate pivot pin 
is required and the two clamping jaw members of the 
clip have interengaging cooperating integral portions serv 
ing as the pivot between the members and also serving as 
a mounting for the spring of the clip. 
A further object is to provide an electrical connecting 

clip as referred to above and wherein one of the jaw 
members is formed to provide a thumb engaging por 
tion which, in addition to its usual function, also acts as 
a locating surface for one end of the spring of the clip. 

Further and additional objects and advantages not here 
inbefore referred to will become apparent hereinafter dur 
ing the detailed description of several embodiments of 
the invention which is to follow and which embodiments 
are illustrated in the accompanying drawing forming part 
of the speci?cation and wherein: 

Fig. 1 is an elevational view on an enlarged scale of an 
electrical connecting clip embodying the invention. 

Fig. 2 is a plan view somewhat in perspective of the 
electrical connecting clip shown in Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a plan view of the lower jaw member of the 
electrical connecting clip shown in Figs. 1 and 2 and 
shows the condition of this member prior to the assembly 
of the upper member therewith. 

Fig. 4 is a sectional view showing the upper jaw mem 
ber with the spring positioned therein arranged relative to 
the lower jaw member just prior to the ?nal assembly and 
operative interconnection of the two jaw members. 

Fig. 5 is a transverse sectional view taken substantially 
on line 5—5 of Fig. 1 looking in the direction of the 
arrows, and 

Fig. 6 is a longitudinal sectional view through an elec 
trical connecting clip embodying the invention but differ 
ing in form somewhat from the clip previously illustrated, 
the spring of the modi?ed clip being shown in elevation. 
The electrical connecting clip embodying the present 

invention is of the pivoted jaw type and is so constructed 
that it can be readily and inexpensively manufactured 
and assembled and consists of relatively few parts. The 
invention, although not limited thereto, is particularly 
applicable to the smaller sizes of electrical connecting 
clips which due to their minuteness are di?icult to as 
semble, particularly as regards the proper insertion of the 
usual pivot pin and the locking of such pin in position. 
The electrical connecting clip comprises a lower jaw 

member 10 and an upper jaw member 11. The lower jaw 
member 10 is substantially channel shape throughout its 
length as it is provided with side walls 12 and 13. The 
lower jaw 10 preferably is made from a metal stamping 
and tapers in width from its rear end toward its jaw por 
tion end where it is provided with teeth 14. 
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The rear end of the lower jaw 10 has a tongue 15 ex 
tending a short distance therefrom and provided on its 
side edges with prongs 16. The electrical conductor (not 
shown) is secured to the lower jaw 10 by being clamped 
to the tongue 15 by the prongs 16 as will be well under 
stood with the non-insulated end of the wire of the con 
ductor secured in the opening 17 formed in the lower 
jaw member. I 
The walls 12 and 13 of the lower jaw member inter 

mediate their ends are provided with ears 18 and 19 
which prior to the assembly of the two jaw members are 
bent outwardly as shown in Fig. 3 and 4. The ears 18 
and 19 are inwardly displaced or punched to provide 
integral cylindrical portions 20 of the ears for a purpose 
later to become apparent. 
The upper jaw member 11 is substantially channel 

shaped, being disposed to face toward the channel-shaped 
lower jaw member 10. The upper jaw member 11 is pro 
vided with substantially parallel side walls 21 and has 
at its forward end a jaw portion provided with teeth 22 
cooperating with the teeth 14 of the jaw portion of the 
lower jaw member. The walls 21 of the upper jaw mem 
ber 11 are provided intermediate their ends with cars 23 
and said ears have aligned openings 24 formed therein 
and which are of a size to receive the inwardly displaced 
portions 20 in the ears of the lower jaw member. 
The rear end of the upper jaw member is formed to 

provide a thumb portion 25. As already stated, the upper 
and lower jaw members can be economically manufac-. 
tured by simple stamping and punching operations. Like 
wise, these two members can be secured together, and 
the spring operatively positioned between them by an 
easy assembly operation now to be explained. 
The lower jaw member 10 and the upper jaw member 

11 are positioned together as indicated in Fig. 4 before 
the cars 18 and 19 of the lower jaw member have been 
pressed inwardly toward each other. Also at this time 
the coil spring 26 of the clip is positioned between the 
cars 23 of the upper jaw member with the opening 
through the spring aligned with the openings 24 in said 
ears. One end of the coil spring 26 extends rearwardly 
and engages the inner side of the thumb portion 25 and 
this engagement acts to properly locate the spring in 
the position referred to. The other end of the spring 
26 bears against the bottom of the lower jaw member 10. 
When the parts are in the position shown in Fig. 4 

the ears 18 and 19 of the lower jaw member are pressed 
inwardly until the integral displaced portions 20 thereof 
pass through the openings 24 and extend into the coils 
of the spring 26 as clearly indicated in Pig. 5. Conse 
quently the upper and lower jaw members are pivotally 
connected together by the portions 20 in the openings 
24 and also said portions 20 act as a support for the 
spring 26 and prevent its displacement. 

It. will thus be seen that the electrical connecting clip 
embodying the present invention is of very simple con 
struction and consists of only three parts which can be 
readily assembled and in the assembly operation there 
is no necessity of the difficult insertion of a separate pivot 
pin. This latter feature is extremely important in con 
nection with small size clips as the small pivot pins are 
very hard to handle and manipulate due to their diminu 
tiveness and also such pins would have to be locked in 
position after insertion. 
The electrical connecting clip shown in Fig. 6 differs 

from the previously ‘described clip in that the opposite 
ends 26a and 26b of the spring 26 are outwardly turned 
to pass through openings in the upper jaw member 11 
and ‘lower jaw member 10. 
Although preferred embodiments of the invention have 

been illustrated and described herein it will be under 
stood that the invention is susceptible of various modi 
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?cations and adaptations within the scope of the appended 
claims. ' ‘a ' 

Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. An electrical connecting clip comprising upper and 

lowerymembers of oppositely facing channel formation 
and having at one end thereof cooperating jaw portions 
and intermediate their ends on the opposite side walls 
thereof integral parallel ears, the ears of one member 
extending inside vand between the ears of the other mem 
ber, the ears of said one member being provided with 
aligned openings while the ears of said other member 
have inwardly displaced integral portions extending into 
said openings and pivotally connecting said members to 
gether, and a coil spring extending between the ears 
of said one member with the convolutions thereof aligned 
with the openings in the ears of said one member and re 
ceiving the said displaced integral portions of said ears 
or" the, other member with said portions acting to hold 
said spring in proper operative position between said 
members, one end of said spring being extended into en 
gagement with one of said members and the other end of 
said spring being extended into the other of said mem 
bers. 
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2. An electrical connecting clip as de?ned in claim 
1 and wherein said one member is provided at its end 
opposite to its jaw portion with a thumb engaging por 
tion while said coil spring has one of its opposite ends 
extending within the channel of said one member and 
contacting at its end the wall of said thumb portion 
whereby said coil spring can be properly located in said 
one member'between the ears thereof and in alignment 
with the openings in said ears tofacilitate the assembly 
of the two members. 

3. An electrical connecting clip as de?ned in claim 1 
and wherein said members intermediate the side walls 
thereof are provided with openings while said coil’ spring 
has its opposite ends extended and bent to pass through 
said openings. 
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