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This invention relates to envelopes and more particu 
larly to a combined folder, letter or circular and out 
going and return envelope. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
low cost, single unit combination outgoing envelope, 
printed message and detachable return envelope or plain 
envelope without printing. 
_It is another object of the present invention to pro 

vide a combination outgoing envelope, printed message 
and return envelope consisting of a single form which 
is designed to be delivered to the customer printed, folded, 
sealed and ready for addressing, and which may also 
be delivered not printed. 

It is still another object of the present invention to pro 
vide a combination outgoing envelope, printed message 
and return envelope which is particularly adapted for 
the economical collection of delinquent accounts, for 
soliciting magazine and newspaper subscriptions, for 
charitable appeals, mail order sales, soliciting informa 
tion by mail and in general for use wherever a two part 
envelope works to the advantage of the addresser. 

It is still another object of the present invention to 
provide a combination outgoing envelope, printed mes 
sage and return envelope which can be manufactured 
either in single or multiple units, which latter may be 
split apart for single unit delivery or alternately perfo 
rated and delivered as a multiple unit to the customer, 
in which case the multiple units may be addressed si 
multaneously in sets for immediate and future mailing 
in the event that a reply is not received from the ?rst, 
second or other multiple mailings. 

It is still another object of the present invention to 
provide a combination outgoing envelope, printed mes 
sage and return envelope wherein the recipient’s address 
appearing on the outgoing envelope also serves as a re 
turn address when the return envelope is detached, sealed 
and mailed by the recipient to the addresser. 

It is still another object of the present invention to 
provide a combination outgoing envelope, printed mes 
sage and detachable return envelope wherein the rear 
face of the outgoing envelope is adapted to contain ad 
vertising matter or the like. 

Other objects of the present invention are to provide 
a combined outgoing envelope, printed message and de 
tachable return envelope bearing the above objects in 
mind which is of simple construction, inexpensive to 

._ manufacture, fabricated from a single unit, easy to use, 
and efficient in achieving its intended purpose. 
For other objects and a better understanding of the 

invention, reference may be had to the following de 
tailed description taken in connection with the accom 
panying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a front perspective view of the invention 
shown folded and sealed for mailing as an outgoing en 
velope; 

Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view taken along the 
line 2-2 of Fig. 1; 

15 

20 

25 

35 

40 

55 

65 

70 

2,759,658 
Patented Aug. 21, 1956 rice 
2 

Figure 3 is a perspective view looking from the rear 
of Fig. 1; 

. Figure 4 is an outside perspective view of the inven 
tion after it has been received by the addressee and 
opened; 
‘Figure 5 is an inside perspective view of the invention 

after it has been opened by the addressee and showing 
the manner of detaching the return envelope portion 
prior to return mailing; 

Figure 6 is a rear perspective view of the invention 
after the letter portion has been completely detached, 
the invention now being used as a return envelope and 
sealed for mailing; 

Figure 7 is a vertical sectional view taken along the 
line 7—7 of Fig. 6; 

Figure 8 is a front perspective view of the invention 
used as a return envelope and just prior to mailing; 

Figure 9 is a fragmentary perspective view of a modi 
?ed form of the invention; and 

Figure 10 is a transverse sectional view taken along 
the line 10—-10 of Fig. 9. 
The invention generally comprises an outgoing envel 

ope and a folder or circular upon which the message to 
the addressee is printed, the parts being detachably con 
nected vor in one solid piece not for detaching and 
adapted to be folded together to completely conceal the 
returnable envelope portion, permitting the device to be 
mailed with the addressee’s name appearing on the out 
side of the folder. Upon receipt the addressee can de 
tach the folder or printed message from the envelope 
portion, which latter may be sent out self-addressed, or 
left blank and the address ?lled in on the return envel— 
ope portion, and then employ the same in the usual man 
ner to return the necessary remittance or information to 
the addresser. The original name and address of the 
addressee which appears on the outside of the folder por 
tion is then used as a return address in a convenient man 

ner. 
Referring now more in detail to the drawing wherein 

similar reference numerals identify corresponding parts 
throughout the several views, A represents a folder, cir 
cular, letter, order blank, questionnaire, bill, invoice or 
the like and B an envelope, the two being detachably se 
cured along the perforated line 10. As shown in the 
drawing, the parts A and B are formed from a single unit 
of material, the same being suitably provided with per 
forated and fold lines in the manner shown. ‘ 
More particularly, 11 represents the rear face of the 

envelope and 12 the front face thereof integral with the 
rear face 11 along the fold line 13, the free edge of the 
front face 12 being integrally formed with the ?ap 
14 along the fold line 15. 16, 16 are flaps or extensions 
on one of the sides 11, 12 forming the ends of the 
envelope (Fig. 5). Although the envelope B is here 
shown as a side seam envelope, it will be readily apparent 
to those skilled in the art that a center seam envelope 
may be similarly employed. Also, the envelope may be 
of the well known seamless construction or alternately 
one side of the envelope pocket may be seamless and 
the other side provided with the side seam or ?ap con 
struction. 
For convenience the faces of the device shown in Fig. 

4 will be referred to as the outside faces while the faces 
of the device shown in Fig. 5 will be referred to as the 
inside faces. The letter portion A may consist of any 
suitable number of parts arranged in any form and is 
provided on its inner face with the message or letter 
which the addresser wishes the addressee to receive and 
act upon. This letter portion may also comprise an order 
blank or inquiry slip (which latter may be detached 
along perforated line 10 and enclosed in the envelope 
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B). The letter A is shown provided with a fold line 17, 
as well as a single gum spot 18 for third class mailing. 
Alternately, the inner face of letter portion A along its 
free edge may be provided with a continuous line of 
mucilage, not shown, permitting the device to :be sent 
by ?rst class mail, or again it may be secured by ‘a 
staple, gummed label or the like. 

In Fig. 2 is shown the preferred way of folding the 
device for outgoing envelope use, and it will be noted 
that the envelope B is completely enclosed by the letter 
A and i?ap 14, the ?ap 14 being folded back across the 
adjacent face of the envelope B. On the outer face of 
the ?ap 14 is placed the address 319 of the one who is to 
receive the letter (Fig. 4), the addresser’s name and ad 
dress being printed on the outer face of the letter A 
and indicated at 20. A printed postal permit or 
stamp, not shown, is provided alongside of the return 
address 20, while suitable advertisement 22 is provided 
on the outer face of the letter A on the other side of 
the fold line 1-7. The addresser’s name and address is 
printed on the front face 12 of envelope B, as at 23, 
along with a ‘stamp receiving portion 24. The inner 
face of the flap 14 is provided with a continuous line of 
mucilage 25 and printed matter 26, while the rear face 
11 is provided with the Word “from” indicated at 27. 

Ordinarily the printed matter on the inside of letter 
A, the printed matter 26, 27, 23, 24, 2t}, 21 and 22 are 
printed or vphoto offset before delivery to the customer, 
while the address 19 is typed in after delivery and before 
mailing to the addressee. 
In order that the use of the device may be clearly un 

derstood, let us assume that the letter A and envelope B 
of Figs. 1 through 5 are sent out by the addresser in 
the form of a letter. The letter A and envelope B are 
then folded as shown in Figs. 1 through 3 with the name 
and address H of the addressee on the outside, this in 
formation being typed on, printed, automatically ad 
dressed by mechanical equipment or addresed by hand, 
just prior to sending. It will be noted that all other de 
scriptive matter is printed or photo-offset during manu 
facture so that it is necessary for the addresser to only 
type in the address 19 and to seal the spot 18. The de 
vice is then mailed and upon receipt by the addressee, 
the seal 18 is broken and the device opened as shown in 
Fig. 4. The letter A is then read and detached along 
the perforated line 10, as shown in Fig. 5. The check 
or other remittance required is then deposited in the 
envelope B, whereupon the mucilage 25 is moistened to 
seal the envelope as shown in Figs. 6, 7 and 8 for ?rst 
class mailing. The flap 14 may be tucked inside the 
envelope if it is desired to effect an economy of postage. 
The envelope B is then provided with the stamp 28 
(if not already provided) and mailed. it will be noted 
that the only operations necessary on the part of the ad 
dressee are the detaching of the letter portion A, the 
depositing of the remittance within the envelope, sealing 
the latter along the line 25 and placing stamp 2% there 
on. It will be particularly noted that the address 19 
appearing on the outer face of flap 14 now serves as a 
return address in cooperation with the word “from” 
previously printed on the back face 11 of envelope 5% 
(Fig. 6). Instead of the stamp 23, the postal permit 21 
may be provided thereon. Thus, the return envelope may 
be sent back to the addresser without requiring any writin 
at all on the part of the addressee. 

It should now be apparent that by attaching the ad— 
dressed envelope B to the letter A there is provided a 
previously addressed return envelope for the addressee. 
This convenience facilitates payment on the part of the 
addressee as well as avoiding collection expenses on the 
part of the addresser. 
The entire unit may be manufactured separately or in 

multiples which may be split apart for single unit delivery 
to ‘the customer or alternately perforated and delivered 
as ‘multiple units. This latter arrangement permits the 
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multiple units to be addressed simultaneously in sets vfor 
immediate future mailing in the event that a reply has 
not been received from the ?rst, second or additional 
mailings. 
The outgoing envelope may, of course, be provided 

with an open face or a transparent patch window, not 
shown, and may be mailed as either ?rst or third class 
mail, or other classi?cations according to existing Postal 
Laws and Regulations, as desired. The return envelope 
part of the device (Figs. 6 through 8) may be printed with 
the conventional “Business Reply Envelope” copy or 
“Place Stamp Here” message. In the latter case, the 
addressee pays the return postage. 

In the foregoing description, “XXX Company” has been 
referred to as the addresser and “John Doe” as the ad 
dressee. However, when the envelope portion B is de 
tached and mailed, the “XXX Company” becomes the 
addressee and “John Doe” the addresser, as will be 
obvious. 
The detachable return envelope B may, of course, be 

connected to letter A by a machine perforation, a broken 
rule printed or offset impression, score line or any com 
bination of the foregoing. 

‘Referring now particularly to Figs. 9 and 10, there 
is shown a modi?ed form of the present invention wherein 
the combination out-going envelope, printed message and 
return envelope units are manufactured in multiple units 
which are detaehably connected to each other along per— 
forated lines and are delivered as a multiple unit to the 
customer, permitting these multiple units to be addressed 
simultaneously in sets for immediate and future mailing 
in the event that a reply is not received from the ?rst, 
second or-other multiple mailings. 
Each of the single units comprises a folder, circular, 

letter, order blank, questionnaire, bill, invoice or'the like, 
A’, and an envelope B’, the two being detachablyse 
cured together along the perforated line 14)’. As shown 
in the drawing, the parts A’ and B’ are formed from a 
single blank of material, the same being suitably pro 
vided with perforated and fold lines in the manner shown, 
and connected to adjacent single units by the perforated 
lines 30. 
More particularly, 11' represents the rear face of .the 

envelope and 12' the front face thereof, integral with 
the rear face 11’ along the fold line 13'. The free edge 
of the front face 12’ is integrally formed with the ?ap 14' 
along the fold line ‘15’. 
In this form of the invention, the envelopes B’ are of 

the seamless construction, mucilage strips 31 being pro 
vided on each side of the perforated lines 36} intermediate 
the front and rear faces of the envelopes. Thus, the 
multiple units are manufactured from a single blank and 
the mucilage strips 31 applied thereto, whereupon the 
rear faces 11’ are folded upwardly as a unit and secured 
to the front face 12’, the multiple units then being de 
livered to the customer in the form shown in Fig. 9. The 
units may then be separated by tearing the same along 
the perforated lines 38 in the manner shown. 
To facilitate the insertion of a check or the like into 

the return envelope, the rear face 1-1’ is now provided 
with a cut out portion 32. 

‘For convenience, the face of the device shown in Fig. 
9 will be referred to as the inside face. The letter por 
tion A’ may consist of any suitable number of parts or 
arranged in any form and is provided again in its inner 
face with the message or letter which the addresser 
wishes the addressee to receive and act upon. This lot 
ter portion may also comprise an order blank or inquiry 
slip (which latter may be detached along perforated line 
10’ and enclosed in the envelope B’). The latter A’ is 
shown provided with a fold line 17’, as well as a single 
gum spot 18' for third class mailing. 
On the outer face of the flap 14' is placed the address, 

not shown, of the one who is to receive the letter, the 
addresser’s return name-and address being likewise printed 
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on the outer face of the letter A’ as in the ?rst form. 
A printed postal permit or stamp, not shown, is similarly 
provided alongside the addresser’s return address, while 
suitable advertising matter, not shown, is provided .on 
the outer face of the letter A’ on the other side of the 
fold line 17'. The addresser’s name and address is 
printed on the front face of the envelope B’ along with 
a stamp receiving portion, not shown. The inner face 
of the ?ap 14' is provided with a continuous line of mu 
cilage 25' and printed matter 26', while the rear face M’ 
is provided with the word “Fro'm,” indicated at 27’. 
Thus the device is manufactured in multiples which 

are provided with the perforated lines 30, permitting 
the multiple units to be addressed simultaneously in sets 
for immediate future mailing in the event that a reply 
has not been received from the ?rst, second or additional 
mailings. 

In other respects, the use of the device of Figs. 9 and 
10 is the same as that described in connection with the 
single units of Figs. 1 through 8. 

It will be readily apparent to those skilled in the art 
that the multiple units of Figs. 9 and 10 may be manu 
factured without the perforated lines 30, in which case 
the units will be split apart by the manufacturer for single 
unit delivery to the customer. 
While ‘various changes may be made in the detail con 

struction, it shall be understood that such changes shall 
be within the spirit and scope of the present invention as 
de?ned by the appended claims. 
What is claimed as new is: 
.1. In an article of the charadter described ‘the com 

bination of an envelope comprising a front address side 
and a rear side connected thereto, said sides being sepa 
rated from one another along their upper edges to form 
a pocket, at ?ap projecting from the upper edge .of the 
front side of the envelope provided with a horizontally 
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extending fold line substantially midway between the 
upper and lower edges of said ?ap, said ?ap being of a 
width substantially coextensive with the width of the 
envelope and of a length to fold entirely around the rear 
side and substantially entirely around the front side of 
said envelope, an adhesive area disposed substantially 
midway between said lower edge of said flap and said 
fold line, a weakened tear line horizontally disposed ad 
jacent the upper edge of said adhesive area, and an ad 
dress positioned on said ?ap below the weakened tear 
l-ine serving as both ‘the original mailing address and as 
the recipient’s return address. 

2. In an envelope as described in claim 1, said front 
side directly adhesively attached to said rear side. 

‘3. In an article of the charaoter described, a single 
form made up of multiple uni-ts de?ned in claim 1 con 
nected together by weakened tear lines. 

-4. In an envelope as described in claim 1, the original 
sender’s return address being positioned on said ?ap above 
the weakened tear line and means positioned on said 
rear side for identifying the original recipient’s return 
address when the upper portion of said ?ap is torn off 
along the weakened tear line and the envelope is folded 
for return sending. 
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