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To all whom it may concern : 
Be it known that I, HENRY H. PORTER, of 

Littleton, in the county of Grafton and State 
of New Hampshire, have invented a new and 
Improved Lace-Fastener, of which the follow 
ing is a full, clear, and exact description. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

new and improved device for fastening and 
holding a lace without requiring the same to 
be tied or knotted. ' 
The invention consists in an eyelet provided 

with a transverse bar, through which eyelet a 
lace fastened to a shoe, glove, or other article 
is passed, is then passed over the transverse 
bar and back through the eyelet again, where 
by the lace will be ?rmly held at any point of 
its length. The eyelet is securely fastened to 
a shoe, glove, or other article in some suitable 
manner. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming part of this speci?cation, in 
which similar letters of reference indicate cor 
responding parts in all the ?gures. 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a shoe pro 

vided with my improved lace-fastening. Fig. 
2 is a perspective view of a glove provided 
with the same. Fig. 3 is a perspective view 
of my improved fastening, showing a lace in 
the same. Fig. 4 is a cross-section a1 elevation 
of the same on the line .90 a}, Fig. 2. 

Anveyelet, A, provided with across-bar, B, 
is secured to the shoe, glove, or any other suit 
able article in some suitable well-known man 
ner. In a shoe one end of the lace O is se 
cured to the shoe, and is then passed through 
the lace-holes or hooks D, and is then passed 
through the eyelet A from the inside of the shoe 
toward the outside, over the cross-bar B, and 
back toward the inside of the shoe again, as 
shown. In a glove one end of the strap or 
lace E is secured to that side of the glove-open 
ing opposite the one to which the eyelet A is 
fastened. When the two strands of the lace 

overlap each other, as shown in Fig. 4, the lace 
cannot be moved, as the innermost strand, b, 
which is the one ?xed to the glove, presses 
the strand a, resting against the inner surface 
of the glove, against the edge of the eye 
let, and thus acts as a brake to prevent mov 
ing of the lace-that is, to prevent draw 
ing it through the eyelet. 1f the innermost 
strand, b, is in the position shown in Fig. 4 in 
dotted lines, the lace can be loosened, but not 
in any other position, for as soon as there is 
any tension on the strand b it locks the strand 
a in place if the strands are in the position 
shown in full lines in Fig. 4. A round lace, 
O, as shown in Fig. 3, is held in place more by 
the friction of the lace on the edges of the eye 
let. 1 have the cross-bar B on the outer sur 
face of the eyelet, and the lace passes through 
the eyelet from the inner surface of the shoe 
or glove toward the outer surface; but, if de 
sired, the cross-bar B can-be secured on the 
central part or inner surface of the eyelet; but Y J 
in that case the lace should be passed through 
the eyelet from the outer toward the inner sur 
face of the shoe or glove. The fastening ‘re 
quires no knotting or tying, and is automatic, 
as it fastens the glove or other article in what 
ever position it (the cord) is released and at 
any point of its length. ‘ 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is-— 
A lace-fastener constructed substantially as 

described, consisting of an eyelet provided 
with a transverse bar, over which the lace may 
be passed and then returned through the eye 
let, whereby the lace may be held at any point 
of its length, as described. 

HENRY H. PORTER. 

Witnesses: 
W. H. LITTLE, 
G. W. BARRETT. 
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