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This invention relates to contour gauges, and it relates 
more particularly to a gauge of the type having a plu 
rality of wires or rods slidably arranged side by side, 
under frictional restraint, in a suitable holder whereby, 
when the device is pressed against a molding, or any 
other object of a more or less irregular form, a profile 
of the same will be obtained for the purpose of ñtting 
other parts or objects thereto, or for other purposes. 

Heretofore, contour or profile gauges have been pro 
vided which, however, when so constructed as to be rea 
sonably efficient, were expensive to make, and were more 
or less complicated in their construction and arrange 
ment, and in their manner of use. 
The principal object of the present invention is to 

provide a contour gauge of the character aforesaid, which 
may be inexpensively constructed. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a con 

tour gauge of the character aforesaid, which may be 
readily and easily manipulated for its intended purpose. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a con 

tour gauge of the character aforesaid, which will be 
simple in its construction yet eiiîcient in its action. 
The nature and characteristic features of the inven 

tion will be more readily understood from the following 
description, taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawing forming part hereof, in which: 

Figure 1 is a face view of a contour gauge embody 
ing the main features of the present invention, the same 
being shown applied to a portion of a baseboard and 
molding for the purpose of transferring the profile thereof 
to other parts which are to be fitted thereto; 

Fig. 2 is a central transverse section thereof; 
Fig. 3 is a View, partly in side elevation, and partly in 

section taken on the line 3_3 of Fig. 1, enlarged; 
Fig, 4 is a perspective view of certain of the parts in 

the process of assembly; and 
Fig. 5 is a similar view of said parts after they have 

been assembled and secured to each other. 
It should, of course, be understood that the descrip 

tion and drawing herein are illustrative merely, and that 
various modifications and changes may be made in the 
structure shown without departing from the spirit of the 
invention. 

Referring to the drawing, in the particular embodi 
ment of the invention therein shown, the device consists 
essentially of a plurality of relatively stiff wires or rods 
5 of uniform length, each preferably circular in cross 
section, which are held side by side in a common plane 
by a suitable holder comprising metallic bars 6 and 7 
between which the wires or rods 5 are disposed. 
The rods or wires 5 bear against the inner face of the 

holder bar 6, but between the inner face of the holder 
bar 7 and the rods or wires 5 there is mounted a strip 8 
of felt or the like, one face of which is preferably se 
cured, by a suitable adhesive 9, to the inner face of the 
holder bar 7. The wires or rods 5 bear against the other 
face of said strip of felt. 
At the ends of the holder, the bars 6 and 7 are se 
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cured to each other by means of clips 10, made and 
formed from sheet metal, with the side marginal portions 
thereof bent over at an acute angle, to provide side lips 
11 which engage the ends of the bars 6 and 7. The ends 
of the bars 6 and 7 are recessed transversely to provide 
end lugs 12 of dovetail shape, which are engaged by the 
lips 11. The clip members 10 are also each provided, at 
each end, with lips 13, which are bent over and posi 
tioned in recesses 14 at the ends of the dovetail lugs 12. 

In the assembling of the device, the rods or wires 5 
and the felt layer 8 are disposed between the holder bars 
6 and 7, which are then held together by a suitable clamp 
ing jig (not shown) and while so held, a clip 10 is slid, 
at each end, transversely across the dovetail ends of the 
bars 6 and 7 until it reaches the operative position, after 
which the lips 13 are bent down to the positions as illus 
trated in Fig. 5 of the drawing to hold the clip 1t) against 
sidewise movement. 

It will be seen that by the foregoing arrangement there 
is provided a simple yet etñcient form of contour gauge 
which may be inexpensively made, but which is so con 
structed and arranged as to permit an indication of the 
profile of any desired object to be instantly obtained by 
the mere pressing of the device against the said object. 

It may also be noted that by the foregoing arrange 
ment the rods or wires used for obtaining the contour 
which are located at the respective ends of the holder 
may be brought closer to the tloor, wall, or other ob 
struction at the end of the holder, when obtaining a con 
tour indication, than is possible in the use of the contour 
gauges at present in use. 

I claim: 
1. A contour gauge comprising a plurality of rods of 

uniform lengths slidably mounted side by side in a 
holder, said holder comprising a pair of metallic bars 
between which said rods are disposed, said rods bearing 
against the inner face of one of said holder bars, a strip 
of felt like material mounted on the inner face of the 
other holder bar against which strip the rods are fric 
tionally held against undesired longitudinal movement, 
and clips for securing the holder bars to each other at 
the ends, said clips being formed of relatively thin sheet 
metal and having side lips positioned in transverse 
grooves in the ends of said bar members, and the rods 
at each end of the bar members being immediately ad 
jacent the inner surfaces of said clips. 

2. A contour gauge comprising a plurality of rods of 
uniform lengths slidably mounted side by side in a 
holder, said holder comprising a pair of metallic bars 
between which said rods are disposed, said rods bearing 
against the inner face of one of said holder bars, a strip 
of felt like material mounted on the inner face of the 
other holder bar against which strip the rods are friction 
ally held against undesired longitudinal movement, and 
clips for securing the holder bars to each other at the ends, 
said clips being formed of relatively thin sheet metal and 
having side lips positioned in transverse grooves in the 
ends of said bar members, and means for preventing side 
wise movement of said clips on the ends of the bars, the 
rods at each end of the bar members being immediately 
adjacent the inner surfaces of the clips. 

3. A contour gauge comprising a plurality of rods of 
uniform lengths slidably mounted side by side in a 
holder, said holder comprising a pair of metallic bars 
between which said rods are disposed, said rods bearing 
against the inner face of one of said holder bars, a strip 
of felt like material mounted on the inner face of the 
other holder bar against which strip the rods are fric 
tionally held against undesired longitudinal movement, 
and clips for securing the holder bars to each other at 
the ends, said clips being formed of relatively thin sheet 
metal and having side lips positioned in transverse 
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grooves inthe ends of said bar members, and the ends 
of said clips being bent over at the ends of the bars, 
the rods at each end of the bar members being imme 
diately adjacent the inner surfaces of the clips. 

4,. A contour gauge comprising a plurality of rods of 
uniform length slidably mounted side by side in a 
holder, said holder comprising a pair of metallic bars 
between which said rods'are disposed, said, rods, bearing 
against the inner face of one of said holder bars, a strip 
of` felt like material mounted on the inner face of the 
other holder bar against which strip the rods are fric 
tionally held against undesired longitudinal movement, 
and clips for securing the holder bars to each other at the 
ends, said clips being formed of relatively thin sheet 
metal and having side lips engaging dovetail ends of said 
bar members, and the rods at each end of the bar mem 
bers being immediately adjacent the inner surfaces of 
the clips. 

5. A Vcontour gauge comprising a plurality of rods of 
uniform length slidably mounted side by side in a 
holder, said holder comprising a pair of metallic bars 
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between which said rods are disposed, said rods bearing 
against the inner face of one of said holder bars,l a strip 
of felt like material mounted on the inner face of the 
other holder bar against which strip the rods are fric 
tionally held against undesired longitudinal movement, 
and clips for securing the holder bars to each other at 
the ends, said clips being formed of relatively thin sheet 
metal and having side lips engaging dovetail ends of said 
bar members, and the ends of said clips being bent over 
at the ends of the bars, the rods at each end of the bar 
members being immediately adjacent the inner surfaces 
of the clips, and the bent over ends of the clips being 
bifurcated to permit the rods at the ends to pass there 
through. 
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