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2 Claims. (Cl. 116-114) 

This invention relates to new and useful improvements 
in a cable ?ag. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a cable ?ag 
for use on cables in Well drilling wherein a flag is formed 
for warning the operator of the approach of the end of 
the cable, and is mounted in the cable, and will be dis 
cernable even after immersion in the contents of a well 
being drilled or worked. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a cable 
?ag composed of hair or the like that will be bound in a 
novel manner permitting ready insertion between the 
strands of a cable and formed to extend outwardly from 
the cable in double thickness. 
With the above and other objects in View, the inven 

tion has relation to certain novel features of construc 
tion, and arrangement of parts more particularly de?ned 
in the following speci?cation and illustrated in the accom 
panying drawings, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of the device. 
Figure 2 is a vertical elevation, showing the device 

attached to a cable, and 
Figure 3 is a diagrammatic view of a derrick and cable, 

illustrating the use of the cable ?ag. 
Referring now more particularly to the drawings, the 

numeral 1 designates a cable, such as the six strand wire 
cable commonly used in the oil ?eld industry, and par 
ticularly in operating cable tools in oil wells. A quantity 
of hair, or other suitable substance, 2 is arranged in 
parallel relation, forming a row of hair of the desired 
length, and the strands of hair 2 are bound by a binder, 
such as a strip of adhesive tape, or the like, 3, on each 
side of the row of hair. This will sandwich the hair be 
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tween the strips of adhesive, forming a longitudinal ?ag. 

In use, the cable strands are spread, and the ?ag 
mounted between the strands, by inserting the ends of 
the hair, from one side of the ?ag, between the strands, 
following one particular strand to be embraced by the hair 
2. The cable is then returned to its original shape, and 
position of the strand of wire about which the ?ag is 
mounted, will force the ends of the ?ag outwardly and 
will maintain them at an abrupt angle. 
Horse hair appears to be the most desirable substance 

to form the strands 2, however, it is contemplated that 
such substances as plastics, or their many derivatives may 
be substituted for the hair. 

While the foregoing is a preferred form of the inven~ 
tion, it is by way of illustration only, the broad principle 
of the invention being de?ned by the appended claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. A hoisting cable adapted to carry a substantial load 

and having at one end thereof an indicating device to 
indicate the position of said load comprising a plurality 
of strands of hair like substance, said strands being of 
equal length, and arranged in parallel relation forming a 
?at strip, a strip of adhesive tape applied to each side of 
said hair like substance at approximately midway the 
respective ends thereof, binding said hair like substance 
to form a longitudinal signal ?ag. 

2. A hoisting cable adapted to carry a substantial load 
and having at one end thereof an indicating device to 
indicate the position of said load, said indicating device 
comprising a plurality of strands of hair like substance, 
said strands being of equal length and arranged in parallel 
relation forming a ?at strip, a strip of adhesive tape 
applied to each side of said hair like substance and 
approximately midway the respective ends thereof binding 
said hair like substance to form a longitudinal signal ?ag, 
said ?ag being mounted between the strands of said cable 
so that the end portions of said hair like substance ex 
tends radially and outwardly of said cable. 
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