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This invention relates to fences, and more particularly 
to fences adapted to prevent the formation of snow 
drifts, commonly referred to as snow fences. 

in the past fences serving this function have been 
adapted; these fences however have either been con~ 
structed completely of wood resulting in a bulky cum 
bersome structure requiring continuous care and main 
tenance or have been constructed of wood pickets laced 
together lby baling wire. They have been constructed 
for example of wood boards criss~crossed over each other 
with an occasional stake driven into the ground. These 
fences have been built on the spot where required and 
complete demolition occurs when taking the fences down 
after use for the winter. In more recent years in an 
attempt to avoid the diñ’iculties involved in building a 
fence on the spot these fences have been made of wood 
pickets connected together by baling wire. The result 
obviously is a rather flimsy, structurally weak construc 
non. 

In the relatively rigid board fence of past years rot 
ting becomes a great problem both at the point where 
the boards enter the ground due to the wetting ̀ effect of 
the earth on the wood and at the point where the boards 
are nailed together due `to the collection of moisture 
at the nail joint. Difñculty is also encountered since 
the boards tend to become brittle under cold weather con 
ditions whereby the wind loads during snowstorms cause 
considerable damage. The baling wire-wood picket con 
struction is also subject to the above-mentioned diñ‘ie 
culties. 

in an attempt to overcome these difficulties the present 
construction has been evolved whereby conventional wire 
fencing may be employed permitting the use of gal 
vanized weatherproof wiring. Clearly the use of such 
wire mesh fences would itself be .inadequate in prevent 
ing the passage of snow. It is for this reason that ñex~ 
ible slats are interlaced between the apertures of the wire 
mesh thus forming a bulwark against the passage of 
the snow. Spaces between the slats permit the wind to 
pass through thus diminishing the wind load to be snp 
ported by the fence. The fence is maintained in position 
by means of periodically provided stakes or poles, thus 
keeping to a minimum the contact‘between fence element 
and earth and thereby diminishing the rotting effect of the 
moist ground on the fence. 

lt is accordingly a primary object of this invention 
to provide a fence and a method of building same which 
can keep back the snow so as ̀ to prevent snow drifts. 

lt is a secondary object of this invention to provide 
such a fence which is readily portable whereby it may 
readily be taken down after a winter’s use and replaced 
at the beginning of the next winter season. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a snow 

fence which can economically `be constructed of the 
sturdiest fence material available. _ 
A still further object of this invention is to provide 

a fence in which earth to fence contact is kept at a 
minimum thereby minimizing any rotting. 
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Another object of this invention is to provide a fence 

which may readily flex under wind load without break 
mg. 
A still further object of this invention is to provide 

a fence in which the elements are readily replaceable 
with a minimum of effort when repair is needed. 

With the above objects in view the present invention 
mainly consists of provision of an intermeshed wire fence 
supported on posts adapted to be inserted into the ground 
spaced at lengths therealong and fastened thereto. Be 
tween these posts and interlaced in the mesh fance are 
_provided snow retaining elements or slats. 
The novel features which are considered as character 

istic for the invention are set forth in particular in the 
appended claims. The invention itself, however, both as 
to its construction and its method of operation, together 
with additional objects and advantages thereof, will be 
best understood from the following description of specific 
embodiments when read in connection with the accom 
panying drawings, in which: 

Fig. l is a view of a length of the fence showing 
one species of the invention; 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged View showing a section of the fence 
with another embodiment of the stake arrangement and 
employing a different species of wire mesh; 

Fig. 3 is a detail, drawn to a reduced scale, of the 
embodiment shown in Fig. 2; and 

Fig. 4 is a cross-section taken on the line 4--4 of Fig. 
3 through a slat shown in Fig. 3. 

`Referring more particularly to the embodiment of the 
disclosure shown in Fig. l, it is seen that posts or stakes 
il are provided having pointed ends 2 so as to permit 
ready insertability into the ground. Supported on the 
stakes i is a length of wire fencing 3 of the mesh variety. 
The particular mesh employed in the embodiment dis 
closed in Fig. l is of the type wherein the strands mak 
ing up the mesh of the fence cross each other. Clearly 
the particular type of fence employed may be varied 
so long as a mesh structure results. Between the posts 
or stakes 1 at spaced intervals along the length of fence 
3 snow resisting elements or slats ¿l are woven into the 
mesh. The particular orientation of the slats may be 
varied from a position at right angles to the ground to 
one parallel to the ground. ln the preferred embodi 
ment the most desirable arrangement has been illus 
trated, namely: a positioning of the slats at right angles 
to the ground. lt is to be noted that the preferred con 
struction has `a slat spacing wherein the slats, which are 
of a width equal to half that of the mesh, are arranged 
at least half a mesh width apart. The slats are prefer 
ably fastened to the wire fencing. ln the preferred ern 
bodiment this fastening is disclosed as taking place by 
means of a strand of wire 5 extending through hole 6 
at an upper portion of the slat fastened to upper wire 
'7 of the fence. lt is illustrated as connected at the 
upper portion of the Slat, since when construction takes 
place at the fence site it eliminates the need for the 
workmen to stoop excessively, but may either be woven 
into the fence without fastening, or tied at any other 
convenient point. 
The posts or stakes i are preferably made up of a 

light tubular metal. it should be obvious however, that 
though a preferred construction would employ a light 
tubular non-rustable material, stakes of :any other vari 
ety may also be utilized. 

In the embodiment of Fig. 2 it is Ito be noted that the 
fence is provided of a sectionalized structure whereby 
separate units may be maintained. Note the stakes at 
the right of Fig. 2 indicating how two fence units may 
be joined. The disclosure of Fig. 2 also indicates the 
obviously permissible use of a different variety of wire 
meshing whereby the `strands of the mesh interlace and 
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go back upon themselves. This mesh construction is 
most clearly indicated in Fig. 3. 
The slats 4 may be formed of any light ñexible ma 

terial. Light non-ferrous metal strips or plastic or wood 
may be employed whichever is found most economically 
feasible. 

It will be understood that each of the elements de 
scribed above, or two or more together, may also ñnd a 
useful application in other types of snow fences differ 
ing ‘from the types described above. 

While the invention has been illustrated and described 
as embodied in snow fences, it is not intended to be 
limited to the details shown, since various modifications 
and structural changes may be made without departing 
in any way from the spirit of the present invention. 

Without further analysis, Athe foregoing will so fully 
reveal the gist of the present invention ‘that others can 
by applying current knowledge readily adapt it for vari 
ous applications without omitting features that, from the 
standpoint of prior art, fairly constitute essential char 
acteristics of the generic or specific aspects of »this inven 
tion and, therefore, such adaptations should and are in 
tended to be comprchended within the meaning and range 
of equivalence of the following claims. 
What is claimed as new and desired to be secured by 

Letters Patent is: , 

l. In a fence adapted to be rolled up, in combination, 
a wire network formed by two groups of wire portions, 
the wire portion of each group being substantially paral 
lel to each other and being inclined to the wire portions 
of the other group to form quadrangular wire meshes 
in said ne-twork; »and a plurality of substantially paral 
lel spaced slats each having opposite longitudinal edge 
portions and opposi-te faces extending between sa-id edge 
portions, said slats being interwoven between and held 
by said two groups of wire portions, the wire portions 
of each group passing across one of said faces of said 
slats, and passing under the wire portions of the other 
group at one of said longitudinal edge portions of each 
slat and over the wire portions of said other group at 
the other'longitudinal edge portion of each slat. 

2. ln a fence adapted to be rolled up, in combination, 
a wire network formed by two groups of wire portions, 
the wire portion of each group being substantially paral 
lel `to each other and being inclined »to the wire portion-s 
of the other group to form substantially equal quad 
rangular wire meshes in said network; and a plurality 
of substantially parallel spaced slats each having oppo~ 
site longitudinal edge portions and opposite faces extend 
ing between said edge portions, said slats being inter 
woven between and held by said :two groups of wire por 
tions, the wire portions of each group passing across one 
of said faces of said slats, and passing under the wire 
portions of the other group at one of said longitudinal 
edge portions of each slat and over the wire portions 
of said other group at the other longitudinal edge por* 
tion of each slat, said slats being substantially in the plane 
of said wire network when the latter is in a plane and 
said slats being substantially normal to a diagonal of 
said meshes and having a width smaller than half of said 
diagonal and being spaced from each other a distance 
larger than their width. 

3. In a fence adapted to be rolled up, `in combination, 
a pair of spaced substantially parallel wires; a wire net 
work forrned ‘by two groups of wire portions, the wire 
portion of each group being substantially parallel to each 
other and being inclined to the wire portions of the other 
group to form quadrangular wire ̀ meshes in s‘aid network 
extending between said pair of parallel wires and said 
parallel wires interlaced with the wire meshes adjacent 
thereto; and a plurality of substantially parallel spaced 
slats each having opposite longitudinal edge portions and 
opposite faces extending between said edge portions, said 
slats being interwoven between and held by said two 
groups of wire portions, the wire portions of each group 
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passing across one of said faces of said slats, and pass~ 
ing under Ithe wire portions of 4the other group at one 
of said longitudinal edge portions of each .slat and over 
the wire portions of said other group at the other longi 
tudinal edge portion of each slet. 

4. In a fence adapted to be rolled up, in combina-tion, 
a pair of »spaced substantially parallel wires; a wire net 
work formed by two groups of wire portions, the wire 
portion of each group being substantially parallel to each 
other and being inclined to `the wire portions of the other 
group to form substantially equal quadrangular wire 
meshes in said network extending between said pair of 
parallel wires and said parallel wires interlaced with the 
wire meshes adjacent thereto; and a plurality of substan 
tially parallel spaced slats each having opposite longi 
tudinal edge portions and opposite faces extending between 
said edge portions, said slats being interwoven between 
and held by said two groups of wire portions, the wire 
portions of each group passing across one of said faces of 
said slats, and passing under ‘the wire portions of the 
other group at one of said longitudinal edge portions 
of each `sla-t and over the wire portions of said `other 
group at ‘the other longitudinal edge portion of each 
slat, said slats being substantially 4in the plane of said 
wire network when the latter is in a plane and said slats 
being substantially normal to -a diagonal of said meshes 
and having a width smaller than half of said diagonal and 
being spaced .from each other a distance :larger :than 
their width. 

5. In a fence adapted to be rolled up, in combination, 
a pair of spaced substantially parallel wires; a wire net~ 
work formed by two groups of wire portions, the wire 
portion of each group being substantially parallel lto each 
other Aand being inclined to the wire portions of the other 
group to form substantially equal quadrangular wire 
meshes in said network extending between `said pair of 
parallel wires and said parallel wires interlaced with the 
wire meshes adjacent thereto; a plurality of substantially 
parallel spaced .slats each having opposite longitudinal 
edge portions and opposite faces extending between said 
edge portions, said slats being interwoven between and 
held by said two group's of wire portions, `the wire por~ 
tions of each group passing across one of said faces of 
said sla'ts, and passing under the wire portions of the 
other group at one of said longitudinal edge portions of 
each sla-t and over the wire portions of said other group 
at the other longitudinal edge portion of each slat, said 
slats being substantially in the plane of said wire net 
work when the latter is in a plane and said slats being 
substantially normal to a diagonal of said meshes and 
having a width ‘smaller than half of said diagonal and 
being spaced from each other a distance larger than their 
width and having adjacent at one of their ends an open~ 
ing passing therethrough; and fastening means going 
through said opening for fastening said slats ‘to one of 
said parallel wires. 

6. A fence comprising, in combination, a pair of spaced 
supporting posts; a pair of spaced substantially parallel 
wires respectively fastened to and extending between said 
posts in a direction substantially normal thereto; a wire 
network extending between said posts and said pair of 
parallel wires, said wire network being formed by only 
two endless wires interlaced with each other and said 
parallel wires and forming quadrangular wire meshes 
between said parallel wires, and said two endless wires 
forming a plurality of loops wound about said posts, re 
spectively, and intermeshed with the quadrangular wire 
meshes adjacent to said posts to fasten said meshes to 
said posts; and a plurality of spaced slats interwoven be 
tween said wire meshes substantially parallel to said posts. 

7. A fence comprising, in combination, a pair of spaced 
supporting posts; a pair of spaced substantially parallel 
wires respectively fastened to and extending between said 
posts in a direction substantially normal thereto; a wire 
network extending between said posts and said pair of 
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parallel wires, said wire network being formed by only 
two endless wires interlaced with each other and said 
parallel wires and forming substantially equal quadran 
gular wire meshes between said parallel wires, and said 
two endless wires forming a plurality of loops wound 
about said posts, respectively, and intermeshed with the 
quadrangular wire meshes adjacent to said posts to fasten 
said meshes to said posts; and a plurality of spaced slats 
interwoven between said wire meshes substantially par 
allel to said posts, said slats having a width smaller than 
half of a diagonal of said wire meshes and being spaced 
from each other a distance larger than their width. 

8. A fence comprising, in combination, a pair of spaced 
supporting posts; a pair of spaced substantially parallel 
wires respectively fastened to and extending between 
said posts in a direction substantially normal thereto; a 
wire network extending between said posts and said pair 
of parallel wires, said wire network being formed by only 
two endless wires interlaced with each other and said par 
allel wires and forming substantially equal quadrangular 
wire meshes between said parallel wires, and said two 
endless wires forming a plurality of loops wound about 
said posts, respectively, and intermeshed with the quad 
rangular wire meshes adjacent to said posts to fasten said 
meshes to said posts; a plurality of spaced slats inter 
woven between said wire meshes substantially parallel to 
said posts, said slats having a width smaller than half of 
a diagonal of said wire meshes and being spaced from 
each other a distance larger than their width and having 
adjacent at one of their ends an opening passing there« 
through; and fastening means going through said open 
ing for fastening said slats to one of said parallel wires. 

9. A removable snow fence comprising, in combina 
tion, a plurality of adjacent fence sections adapted to be 
rolled up, each of said fence sections comprising a pair 
of end posts; a wire network extending between said end 
posts and fastened to the same, said wire network being 
formed by a plurality of intermeshed wires forming sub 
stantially equal and substantially quadrangular wire 
meshes connected at the intersection points thereof for 
relative movement to each other; and a plurality of spaced 
flexible slats interwoven in and held by said wire meshes, 
said slats being substantially in the plane of said network 
when the latter is in a plane and being substantially nor 
mal to a diagonal of said meshes and substantially par 
allel to said posts, said slats having a width smaller than 
half of said diagonal and being spaced from each other 
a distance larger than their width, 

l0. A removable snow fence comprising, in combina~ 
tion, a plurality of adjacent fence sections adapted to be 
rolled up, each of said fence sections comprising a pair 
of end posts; a wire network extending between said end 
posts, said wire network being formed by a plurality of 
intermeshed wires forming substantially equal and sub 
stantially quadrangular wire meshes connected at the in 
tersection points thereof for relative movement to each 
other; a pair of wire spirals respectively wound about said 
end posts and interconnected with the wire meshes ad 
jacent to said posts for fastening said network to said 
end posts; and a plurality of spaced flexible slats inter 

U1 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

woven in and held by said Wire meshes, said slats being 
substantially in the plane of said network when the latter 
is in a plane and being substantially normal to a diagonal 
of said meshes and substantially parallel to said posts, 
said slats having a width smaller than half of said di 
agonal and being spaced from each other a distance larger 
than their width. 

1l. A removable snow fence comprising, in combina~ 
tion, a plurality of adjacent fence sections adapted to be 
rolled up, each of said fence sections comprising a pair of 
end posts; a pair of spaced substantially parallel wires 
fastened to and extending between said end posts; a wire 
network extending between said end posts and said pair 
of substantially parallel wires, said network fastened to 
said end posts and interconnected to» said parallel wires, 
said wire network being formed by a plurality of inter» 
meshed wires forming substantially equal and substan« 
tially quadrangular wire meshes connected at the inter 
section points thereof for relative movement to each 
other; a plurality of spaced flexible slats interwoven in 
and held by said wire meshes, said slats being substan 
tially in the plane of said network when the latter is in a 
plane and being substantially normal to a diagonal of 
said meshes and substantially parallel to said posts, said 
slats having a width smaller than half of said diagonal 
and being spaced from each other a distance larger than 
their width and having adjacent at one of the ends thereof 
an opening passing therethrough; and fastening means 
going through said opening for fastening said slats to one 
of said pair of parallel wires. 

1”.. A removable snow fence comprising, in combina 
tion, a plurality of adjacent fence sections adapted to be 
rolled up, each of said fence sections comprising a pair of 
end posts; a wire network extending between said end 
posts and fastened to the same, said wire network being 
formed by a plurality of intermeshed wires forming sub 
stantially equal and substantially quadrangular wire 
meshes connected at the intersection points thereof for 
relative movement to each other; a plurality of spaced 
ñexible slats interwoven in and held by said ñre meshes, 
said slats being substantially in the plane of said network 
when the latter is in a plane and being substantially nor 
mal to a diagonal of said meshes and substantially par 
allel to said posts, said slats having a width smaller than 
half of said diagonal and being spaced from each other 
a distance larger than their Width; and a plurality of wire 
loops respectively wound about the top ends of adjacent 
end posts to connect adjacent fence sections to each other. 
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