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This invention relates to releasable door fastenings of 
‘the emergency-exit ,type which, having been secured :on 
the outside of the door, may be released by persons ac 
cidentally locked in. Such fastenings are for example 
used on doors of cold storage rooms. 
Known fastening devices of the kind mentioned de 

pend on the undoing of a wing nut on the inside of the 
door. As the nut is seldom used, a person with numbed 
?ngers and possibly in a panic will have great difficulty 
in releasing the nut. 
An object of the invention is to provide a fastening 

which can be quickly and easily operated from the inside 
to unlock the door. A further object of the invention 
is to provide a fastening which when being released will 
also act to open the door to some extent to overcome 
wedging of the door. 
A door fastening according to the invention comprises 

a latch formation adapted to be installed on a door, a 
keeper formation adapted to be installed on a door post, 
the latch formation and the keeper formation being ar~ 
ranged to interengage to secure the door on the outside 
of the door when the keeper formation is held down on 
the door post, a threaded bush on the keeper formation, 
a complementarily threaded head, a shaft carrying the 
threaded head and adapted to pass through the door 
post and means to turn the shaft on the inside of the 
door post, the threading being arranged that on turning 
of the shaft the keeper formation is forced from the door 
post and out of engagement with the head. 
An embodiment of the invention is described here 

under and illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in 
which: 

Figure l is a section through the embodiment in the 
secured position; 

Figure 2 is a view similar to Figure l with the fasten 
ing in the unsecured position; 

Figure 3 is a section on the line 6--6 of Figure 1 and 
Figure 4 is an elevation of a rack and pawl mechanism 
secured on the inside of a door post. 

In the embodiment illustrated in Figures 1 to 4 the 
door 27 is of the conventional wedge type, i. e. the door 
27 wedges in the door frame as illustrated next to the 
door post 28. 
An arm 29 secured to the door 27 has a forked end 

30 which carries a wing nut 31 which constitutes a latch 
formation. The nut 31 engages with a hinged bolt 32 in 
the conventional manner, the bolt being the keeper forma 
tion. The base 33 on which the bolt 32 hinges is formed 
as a thrust block with an internal quick screw threat~ 
ing 34. As shown in Figure 3 the block 33 is keyed 
against rotation by means of two keys 35 ?xed to the 
post 28. 
A shaft 39 passes through the post 28. At the outer 

end 36 the shaft carries a threaded head 37, the thread 
ing on which is complemental to the threading 34. At 
the inner end 38 the shaft 39 is secured to a lever 40 
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which has a spring pressed pawl 41 and a rack 42 secured 
to the door post 28. The rack includes a series of in 
dentations 43 into ‘which the vpawl enters under the action 
of its spring when the lever is moved and ‘which prevent 
movement of the lever under the action of gravity alone. 
As the threading 34 ‘is at 45 degrees, it will be seen 

that by turning the lever 40 through 180 degrees from 
the position shown in Figure 1 to the position shown in 
Figure 2 the head ‘37 rotates and thus forces the block 
33 away from the door post 28. The door securing means 
will be released and the door forced open by one and 
the same action. Thus if a person is trapped inside the 
door 27 and the door becomes stuck for example by 
being iced up, the trapped person will be able to release 
the door fastening and to unwedge the door, simply by 
turning the lever 40. 

While one embodiment of this invention has been 
shown and'described, it will be apparent that numerous 
modi?cations and variations thereof may be made with 
out departing from the underlying principles of the in 
vention. It is therefore desired by the following claims 
to include within the scope of the invention all such 
variations and modi?cations by which substantially the 
results of this invention may be obtained through the use 
of substantially the same or equivalent means. 

I claim: 
1. A releasable door fastening of the emergency exit 

type comprising a latch formation adapted to be in 
stalled on a door, a keeper formation adapted to be in 
stalled on a door post, the latch formation and the 
keeper formation being arranged to interengage to secure 
the door on the outside of the door when the keeper 
formation is held down on the door post, a threaded 
bush on the keeper formation, a complementarily 
threaded head, a shaft ‘carrying the threaded head and 
adapted to pass through the door post and means to 
turn the shaft on the inside of the door post, the thread 
ing being arranged that on turning of the shaft the keeper 
formation is forced from the door post and out of en 
gagement with the head, and the latch and keeper being 
adapted so to interengage that during displacement of 
the keeper the latch is displaced to move the door out 
wardly from the door post. 

2. A releasable door fastening of the emergency exit 
type comprising a latch formation adapted to be installed 
on a door, a keeper formation adapted to be installed 
on a door post, the latch formation and the keeper 
formation being arranged to interengage to secure the 
door on the outside of the door when the keeper forma 
tion is held down on the door post, a quick threaded 
bush on the keeper formation, a complementarily quick 
threaded head, the bush and head being adapted to in 
terengage, a shaft carrying the threaded head and 
adapted to pass through the door post and means to 
turn the shaft on the inside of the door post including 
a lever adapted to be secured to the shaft, a spring 
pressed pawl associated with the lever and a rack mecha 
nism adapted to be secured to the door post, the pawl 
and rack being adapted to engage each other to secure 
the lever in any desired position on the rack, the quick 
thread being arranged that on turning of the shaft the 
keeper formation is forced from the door post and out 
of engagement with the head, and the latch and keeper 
adapted so to interengage that during displacement of 
the keeper the latch is displaced to move the door out 
wardly from the door post. 

3. A releasable door fastening of the emergency exit 
type comprising a latch formation adapted to be in 
stalled on a door, a keeper formation adapted to be in 
stalled on a door post, the latch formation and the keeper 
formation being arranged to interengage to secure the 
door on the outside of the door when the keeper forma 
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tion is held down on the door post, a threaded bush on 
the keeper formation, a complementarily threaded head, 
a shaft carrying the threaded head and adapted to pass 
through the door post and means to turn the shaft on 
the inside of the door post including a lever adapted to 
be secured to the shaft, a spring pressed pawl associated 
with the lever and a rack mechanism adapted to be 
secured tov the door post, the pawl and rack mechanism 
being adapted to engage each other to secure the lever 
in any desired position on the rack, the threaded head 
and bush being arranged for interengagement so that on 
turning of the shaft the keeper formation is forced from 
the door post and out of engagement with the head, and 
the latch and keeper being adapted so to interengage that 
during displacement of the keeper the latch is displaced 
to move the door outwardly from the door post. 

4. A releasable door fastening of the emergency exit 
type comprising a latch formation adapted to be installed 
on a door, a keeper formation adapted to be installed 
on a door post, the latch formation and the keeper 
formation being arranged to interengage to secure the 
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door on the outside of the door when the keeper forma 
tion is held down on the door post, the keeper being 
adapted to be releasably secured to a shaft arranged to 
pass through the door post and means to turn the shaft 
on the inside of the door post, the connection between 
keeper and shaft being such that when the shaft is turned 
the keeper is forced from the door post and out of en 
gagement with the shaft, and the latch and keeper being 
adapted so to interengage that during displacement of 
the keeper the latch is displaced to move the door out 
wardly from the door post. 
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