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This invention relates to hand-luggage, and more par 
t'icularlyto'liigg'ag'e' of the type classi?ed as ladies’ hat 
boxes." The irigpreyemeiaredmp?ses 'a'lady’s hat box hav 
ing a novel 'c‘arryiii‘g'v-‘liaiidl'e'c'dii's'triiction. 

Ladies’ hat boxe'isfa's presently made, are of generally 
circnlar’construction havinga relatively’ deep 'botdyjpor~ 
tion and a relatively shallow lid portion. The lid portion 
is sometimes hinged to the body portion, the hinge being 
mounted on a ?attened area of the side wall. 
The carrying-handles presently in use on ladies’ hat 

boxes are usually positioned on the side wall of the 
hat box at a point diametrically opposite to a ?attened 
area in the side wall which serves as a base portion when 
the hat box stands on its side. In those hat boxes wherein 
the carrying-handle is so situated, they are carried only 
in this position. 
The hat boxes with which this invention is concerned 

are capable of use in carrying hats having a relatively 
wide brim, such as “picture hats.” However, a picture 
hat should not be carried in a hat box in the position 
required by a box having a handle only on the side wall. 
Such positioning of the hat can only result in the rolling 
and curling of the hat brim. In picture hats, an im 
providently rolled brim is very undesirable, and must be 
prevented. This can be accomplished by carrying the 
hat in a ?at position. 
Women’s hat boxes are used not only for the carrying 

of picture hats, but are used to carry the smaller type of 
hat which can be safely carried on edge, as well as 
casual luggage pieces. In this type of use, it is much 
more convenient to carry the hat box with the handle 
attached to the side wall thereof, either as a short strap 
or as an over-the-shoulder strap. 

It is therefore an object of this invention to provide 
a carrying-handle construction for use in a hat box in 
which a single handle may be employed to carry the 
box either with the lid uppermost or with the side wall 
uppermost, the latter position being accomplished with 
the strap positioned in two different arrangements. 
A further object is to provide a carrying-handle con 

struction in which a carrying means is attached to a 
portion of the hat box in such a manner as will permit 
its being positioned for use as a side wall carrying~handle 
or a top carrying~handle. 

Further objects and advantages of my invention will 
be apparent from a consideration of the following speci? 
cation together with the accompanying drawings, in 
which: 

Fig. 1 is a view in perspective of a hat box standing on 
the side wall, with the handle construction positioned 
for carrying the box in that position from a short strap, 

Fig. 2 is a view in perspective of the hat box showing 
the handle disconnected from the position of Fig. 1 and 
extended toward a second carrying position, 

Fig. 3 is a view in elevation showing the hat box rest 
ing on its bottom and with the carrying-handle in the 
top carrying position, 
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ing- on the‘ ?attened'?brtioh "of tlie' siaee‘wania'nd 'Wii? 
the ‘can‘yin'gihandle "in the sliouldef-s'frap' position, and 

‘ As shown in‘ the drawings; the hat box comprises 
a bottom‘ panel‘, not shown, a substantially:cylindrical 
sidewall 11 and ‘a ?attop 12', the top 12 being hinged 
as‘ at "1310 the side Wall 11-, _a?d otherwise joined thereto 
by'la’htiuleléss fastenerllt. ' 
""The’sid'e wall’ v'11‘ is ?a'tt'er'ie‘d‘a?jaeérit are edge; person 
of the top 1250‘ as fd de?ne ‘a5 panetper?on“ 15, Which ‘is 
in turn ?ttedv ‘witha pl'u?alityiiof cleats'116 uponrwh'iclf 
the hat b'e'x'm'ay rest in its standing’position. ' 
The carrying-handle constructioncom‘ rise'sa’strap 17 

whiclf'niay’fbe permanently attached1 foithe I'o'opi'v ?tting 
18‘ as shown at'idl'exte‘?ds i't'hrou'g'h‘?he loop‘?tti‘ft'g “I9. 
I: will be séen'i‘t-hat» the ?ttings-‘1s and-I9 are inmates 
in» vertical va‘ligIrmen't‘‘on a'ifportionef‘ the side opposite‘fr'om "the ‘panel portion v15‘. The strap :17 has 
i?o??-ted ion- it's‘ oppositel'e?di tlje Teinale button '20‘ 
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e the‘ eerie-spending rasrebnsmirzoaef afsnap' rasten‘efeem; 
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Fig. 4 is a view in elevation showing the hat box rest- _ 

bination. An additional male member 21 is mounted on 
the side wall 11 between the loop ?tting 18 and the 
loop ?tting 19. Another male member 22 is mounted 
on the panel 15. The male members 20a, 21 and 22 are 
adapted to cooperate with the female member 20 of the 
snap fastener combination. 
The loop ?ttings 18 and 19 are detailed in Fig. 5, as an 

example of the type of construction used in this em 
bodiment of the invention. As shown in Fig. 5 the loop 
?tting has a mounting plate 23 which supports a pair of 
end members 24 between which is suspended a cross-bar 
25. In the case of the loop ?tting 18 the strap 17 is 
looped around the bar 25 and attached to itself as shown. 
In the case of the loop ?tting 19, the strap 17 passes 
between the mounting plate 23 and the bar 25. 

In the position shown in Fig. l, the strap 17 is attached 
to the loop ?tting 18, extends through the loop ?tting 
19, back upon itself in a large loop and through the 
loop ?tting 18 a distance such as to permit the engage 
ment of the snap fastener combination 20-21. 
To change the handle-construction over to the use 

shown in Fig. 3, the snap fastener combination 20—21 
is opened. The strap 17 is pulled out from its engage 
ment through the loop ?tting 18, passed over the top 
12, as shown in Fig. 2, and then the snap fastener combi 
nation 20—22 is engaged. This permits carrying the hat 
box 10 in the position shown in Fig. 3. 

In Fig. 4 the strap 17 is shown having the snap fastener 
combination 20—20a engaged, with the resulting loop 
encircling the bar 25 of the loop ?tting 19. In this posi 
tion, the hat box 10 may be carried with the strap 17 
over the shoulder. 
Having described my invention what I desire to protect 

by Letters Patent and claim is: 
1. In a hat box having an enclosure-de?ning body of 

side wall means, top and bottom, the provision of a carry 
ing-handle structure comprising a pair of vertically spaced 
and alined anchor-loop ?ttings mounted on said side wall 
means between said top and bottom, a strap attached at 
its one end to one of said ?ttings and extending through 
the other of said ?ttings, a fastener mounted on the 
other end of said strap, a ?rst fastener-mating element 
mounted on said side wall means between said ?ttings for 
selectively coacting with said fastener with said strap 
looped back on itself from said other ?tting and threaded 
through said one ?tting, and a second fastener mating 
element on a part of said side wall means substantially 
diametrically opposite to said ?ttings for coacting with 
the fastener mounted on said strap with said strap looped 
across said top of said box. 

2. A carrying-handle construction for hand luggage 
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having a topya bottom, and side wall means with ?rst 
and second spaced apart generally opposite side wall por-, 
tions, said handle construction comprising a lower loop 
?tting, an upper loop ?tting, both of said ?ttings being 
mounted in spaced-vertical alignment on said ?rst side 
wall portion, a strap attached at its one end *to one of 
said ?ttings, ?rst fastener means mounted on the other 
end of said strap, cooperative fastener means mounted 
on said ?rst side wall portion between and in vertical 
alignmenttwith said loop ?ttings for selective engagement 
with said ?rst fastener means with said strap doubled 
back around the other of said ?ttings and threaded 
through said one ?tting, and cooperative fastener means 

' mounted on said second side wall portion for selective 
engagement with said ?rst fastener means with said strap 
extending over said top, whereby the loose end of said 
strap may be fastened to the ?rst side wall portion or 
to the second side wall portion. 

3. In a hand-luggage case having a top, a bottom, and 
side wall means having ?rst and second spaced apart 
generally opposite side wall portions, upper and lower 
loop ?ttings mounted in spaced vertically alined relation 
on said ?rst side wall portion, a handle strap having 

' one end attached to said lower loop ?tting, a fastener 
mounted on the other end of said strap, a mating fastener 25 
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element mounted on said strap adjacent said other end 
for selectively coacting with said?fastener with said other 
end of said strap doubled back around said upper loop 
?tting, a second mating fastener element mounted on said 
?rst’ side wall portion between and in vertical alinement 
with said loop ?ttings for selectively coacting with said 
fastener with said strap looped back on itself around said 
upper loop ?tting and with "saidouter end of said strap 
threaded through said lower loop ?tting, a third mating 
fastener element mounted on said second side wall por 
tion for selectively coacting with said fastener on said 
strap with said strap extending through said upper loop 
?tting and over said top, said fastener being selectively 
engageable with any one of said mating fastener ele 
'ments. 
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