
2,743,725 May 1, 1956 |_. s. MATTHEWS 

DIAPER 

2 Sheets—Shee’c 1 Filed Feb. '7, 1955 

INVENTOR 

Z0 raz'ne giMhi‘ihewa 



2,743,725 

2 Sheets-Shee’c 2 

DIAPER 

May 1, 1956 L. s. MATTHEWS 

Filed Feb. 7. 1955 

ATTORNEYS 

WJ-%MI 



United States Patent '0 " 
1 

2,743,725 
DIAPER 

Loraine S. Matthews, Silver City,‘ N. Mex. 

Application February 7, 1955, Serial No. 486,571 

4 Claims. (Cl. 128-284) 

and more par 
diaper which is form ?tting in char 

The present invention relates to diapers, 
ticularly to a baby 
acter. 

One of the primary objects of this invention is to pro 
vide a diaper which has considerably more absorbent 
material than the conventional diaper. ‘ 

Another object of this invention is to provide a diaper 
of this character which has a form ?tting shape to reduce 
the leg spread of the infant. ‘ i 

A further object of this invention is to provide‘ a diaper 
of the type described which may be completely‘ unfolded 
for laundering. ‘ i “ 

A still further object of this invention is to provide a 
diaper of the above described character with ‘a fastening 
device which eliminates the use of safety pins. _ 

Other objects and advantages will become apparent 
from the following speci?cation when read in the light‘ 
of the attached drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a plan view of the diaper in completely 
unfolded position, and ‘constructed in‘accordance with 
one embodiment of this invention.‘ ‘ 

Figure 2 is a front elevation of the diaper ‘in, folded 
position with the securing means supporting the diaper in 
position of wear. ‘ 

Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view taken on the vertical 
plane of line 3-3 of Figure 2, looking in the direction 
of the arrows. 

Figure 4 is a transverse cross-sectional view taken on 
the vertical plane of line 4——4 of Figure 1, with the ?aps 
folded into position. i ‘ 

Figure 5 is a plan view of a modi?ed'form of the inven 
tion. 

Figure 6 is a vertical cross-sectional View of the modi 
?ed form of the invention disclosed in Figmre 5, with the 
diaper folded into the position of wear. 

Figure 7 is a plan view of another modi?ed form of 
the invention. 

Figure 8 is a plan view of still another modi?ed form 
of the invention. 
Now referring to the drawings in detail, the reference 

numeral 19 indicates generally a diaper constructed in 
accordance with this invention. The diaper 10 comprises 
a bib panel 11 having a generally isosceles trapezoidal 
con?guration. 
An outer panel 12 is integrally formed with the bib 

panel 11, and dotted line 13 indicates a fold line inter 
mediate the two panels. A liner panel 14 is integrally 
formed with the outer panel 12, and dotted line 15 indi 
cates the fold line separating the two panels. 
A padding panel 16 is likewise integrally formed with‘ 

the liner panel 14, and dotted line 17 shows the fold line 
separating these two panels. The fold lines 13, 15 and 
17 are parallel to each other. The padding panel 16 has 
integrally formed therewith on opposite sides thereof ad 
ditional padding elements 18 and 19 which are de?ned 
by fold lines 29 and 21, respectively. The fold lines 20 
and 21 are parallel to each other and are disposed perpen 
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13, 15 and 17. The padding 

are of substantially rectangular 
dicularly to the fold lines 
panels 16, 18 and 19 
shape. ‘ 

The outer panel 12 is provided with oppositely disposed 
arcuate indentations 22 which extend along the longitu 
dinal sides thereof, and the panel 14 is likewise provided 
with similar arcuate indentations23 formed in each of 
its longitudinal sides. The major transverse width of the 
outer panel 12 and the liner panel 1d occurs at approxi 
mately the fold line 15 which, in folded position, will be 
the top rear edge of the diaper. The fold lines 13 and 
17 occur at approximately the top front edge of the diaper 
in folded position. 
The liner panel 14 is separated from the padding mem 

ber 18 by means of slot 24 and oppositely thereto is sepa 
rated from the padding member 19 by means of slot 25. 
The slots 24 and 25 being in alignment with the fold line 
17. 

The‘outer face of the outer panel 12 has attached there 
to a tape 26 having a series of female securing elements 
27 which permit adjustable securing of the diaper upon 
the infant. The tape 26 is positioned adjacent the fold 
line 13 so that in folded position, the tape will be at the 
upper outer marginal edge of the outer panel 12. 
A pair of male hook members 23 are secured to the 

inner face of the outer panel 12 adjacent the fold line 15 
by means of elastic members 29 which extend through a 
loop 30 of the hook 2S and are secured to the panel 12 
by means of stitching. ln folded position the hook mem 
bers 28 are adapted to engage with one of the female 
securing elements 27. As can be readily seen the waist 
size of the diaper can be varied by the attachment of 
the hooks 28 to different ones of the female securing 
elements 27, 
To fold the diaper prior to its application to the infant, 

the padding members 18 and 19 are folded inwardly along 
the fold lines 20 and 21, respectively, with the panels 18 
and 19 completely overlapping the panel 16. The bib 
panel 11 is then folded along fold line 13 so as to lie 
along the inner face of the outer panel 12. The padding 
panel 16 with its overlapping panels 18 and 19 are then 
folded along fold line 17 to overlie the center portion 
of the liner panel 14. 
The outer panel 12 is then folded along fold line 15 

so as to overlie the liner panel 14 with the padding panels 
16, 18 and 19 lying between the outer panel 12 and the 
liner panel 14. With the diaper ill in this folded position 
itis applied to the infant with the edge created by the 
fold along the fold line 15 centered under the back of the 
infant. The diaper 10 is then drawn through the legs 
of the infant with the cut out portions 22: and 23 being 
positioned directly between the legs of the infant. 
The remaining portion of the diaper is then laid over 

the abdomen of the infant with the edges formed by fold 
lines 13 and 17 forming the top front edge of the diaper. 
When the diaper has been applied to the: infant in the 
foregoing manner, the hooks 28 will be aligned with the 
female securing elements 27 and they are then secured 
by inserting the hooks 28 through the female elements 
27. The diaper is now fully positioned on the infant in 
the normal position of wear. 
Now referring to the modi?cation illustrated in Figure 

5, it is seen that a bib panel 11a is integrally formed with 
an outer panel 12a which has its longitudinally extending 
side portions reduced by arcuate cut outs 22a. A liner 
panel 14a is likewise integrally secured to the outer panel 
12a and also is provided with reduced transverse width 
formed by arcuate cut outs 23a‘. 
The bib panel 110. and the outer panel 12a are sepa 

rated by fold line 13a, and the outer panel 12a and liner 
panel 14:: are separated by fold line 15a. The three 
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panelspllq, 12c; and 14a are each formed with thesarne 
shape and in-the same manner as the panels 11, 12 and 14 
of the preferred form of the invention disclosed in.Fig~,.. 
ure 1. 
A padding panel 16a is‘ integrally secured to the liner 

panelrléia and fold line 17a designates the .line'separating 
the two panels; A second padding vpanel.18ais.integrally 
formed with the padding panel 16a with the fold line,31' 
designating the juncture ofpanels 16a and 18a. Asthird 
padding panel 19a is integrally secured to thepanel 18a 
with the ‘fold line 32 indicating the juncture of thesetwo, 
panels- The foldlines 31 and ‘32 are parallel to the fold 
lines. 13a, 15a. and 17a. ' 

Opposed vsshaped notches 33 extend inwardly of the. 
panels 16a. and 18a at the fold line 31 to reduce the edge 
bulk of the folded diaper. Likewise opp.osed;,V-shaped.: 
notches 34 extend inwardly of the panels 18a and'19a: at. 
the fold line 32. 
As disclosed in Figure 6, the diaper is securedtqlthe 

infant by means of a safety pin 35 passedthroughthe 
overlapping portions of the diaper at each side edge.‘ In 
folding the modi?ed form of the diaper disclosed in Figure 
5, the panel 1% is folded along fold line 32 so as to over-_. 
lie thepanel 18a, The panels 18;; and 19a are then folded 
along‘ fold line 31 so asto overlie panel 16a.v The panels 
1664,1841 and 19a are then folded along fold line 17a to 
overlie the liner panel 14a. Bib panel 11a is folded along 
fold line 13a to overlie the outer panel 12a, and the panels 
12a and_14r_z are folded along the fold line. 15a‘ to bring 
each ,of the panels in folded relation to the others. The 
folded diaper is then applied to the infant in the same’ 
manner as disclosed in the preferred form of the invention; 
set forth in Figure 1 with the overlying portions of the 
diaper secured by the pin 35 as illustratedin Figure, 6. 

In the modified form of the invention disclosed in Fig-i 
ure _7, bib panel 11b, outer panel 12b, liner panel14l7, 
with padding panels 16b, 18b and 1972 are all integrally 
formed in the same manner as disclosed in Figure 5., 
However, the panels 11b, 12b and 14b are wider to ?t a 
larger infant, and the arcuate cut out portions 22!) and 
23,12 are correspondingly deeper. 
The diaper in the modi?cation disclosed in Figure .7 is 

folded and applied in exactly the same manner as the 
modi?cation disclosed in Figure 5. a 

Figure 8 discloses a modi?cation having panels 110, 
12c’ and 14c all corresponding exactly with the panels dis 
closed in Figure 7. Cut out portions 220 and 23c are like 
wise of the same general shape as the cut out portions 
disclosed in Figure 7. 

Padding panels 160, 18c and 190 are attached to the 
liner panel 140 in the same manner as the padding panels; 

I ,' disclosed-in Figure.=1,, Th'epanels 14cand 18c are sepa 
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' rated by slots 24c, again in the same manner disclosed in 
Figure “1,. withJthe panels. 140.. and. 190 separated by .slot 
25c in a like manner. The modi?cation disclosed in Fig 
ure 8 is folded in the same manner as the invention dis 
closed in Figure l, and after folding, is positioned upon 
the infant and then secured by pins 35 as disclosed in 
Figure 6. 

It will be understood that as. regards the use of safety 
pins, mentioned in connection with Figure 6, and as re 
gards the use of the hooks and eyes in connection with 
the other constructions disclosed herein, or. the elastic 
members, that these several elements are interchangeably 
usable4in=connection1with any of the several forms of the 
invention, the reference to elastic being intended also to 
include elastic or other suitable materials. 

Having described and illustrated several embodiments 
of this invention in detail, it will be understood that they 
are offered merely by way of example, and that the inven 
tiongislto-sbeelimited*only bythe scope of the appended 
claims..- 7 , ' 

What is claimed is: 
1.". A:diaper~comprising an outer panel,- a bib panel se 

cured 'to1said-outer. panelgalong onetedge, a liner panel 
integrally joined to :said outerpanel oppositely to said. 
bihgpanelsanda paddingpanel integrally formed with 
saiddinenpanel; said vliner panel and said outer panel be-~ 
ing adapted to be folded upon each other with said pad» 
dingipanel, ilyin g; therebctween. 

. 21A.- devicerasrlclaimed in claim 1 inrwhichsaid pad-v 
ding panel includes a center panel and oppositely disposed, 
sideipanels adapted ,to befolded in upon the center-panel ' 
to tome pads: » 

3. A device; as claimed; in-clairn V1 in "which said vpad 
' ding; panel ~..¢Qmnr.-ises;;three- end-torertd- integrally formed 
panels which are~adapted to. be folded in, upon said liner 
panel to form a padq 

4. Adiaper comprising a liner panel, a padding panel 
secured-‘to.saidliner panel, ,a pair of padding. elements 
secured to opposed edges; of said padding panel, an outer 
panelgsecured to, the edge of said liner panel opposite 
saidpaddingpanel, and a bib panel secured to. the edge of - 
said outer panel opposite to said liner panel. 
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