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This invention relates to devices for treating an ailing 
ear, such as commonly referred to as earache, and in 
particular an ear snorkel including a funnel-shaped body 
of rubber or of a suitable ?exible plastic and in which 
clefts are provided on opposite sides of a partition having 
an extended end whereby as ointment is applied through 
one cleft air escapes through another and wherein the 
ointment is retained in the ear regardless of the position 
of the patient. 
The purpose of this invention is to provide an appli 

cator or retainer that is adapted to remain in position in 
an ear and which prevents the escape of ointment ap 
plied to the ear. 

Ointment applied to an ear by conventional means, 
such as with a dropper, is not satisfactory as cotton in 
serted in the ear in an effort to retain the ointment in 
position absorbs the ointment with the impaction causing 
discomfort and impairing hearing as well as often re 
sulting in in?ammation in the interior of the ear, caused 
by lack of air circulation required to relieve hemorrhage, 
with the additional discomfort of making hearing diffi 
cult. Furthermore, ointment applied to an ear of an 
infant or adult with the ear in pain or aching, wherein, 
the patient being restless, turns over after a few minutes, 
drains out or into the cotton packing thereby also causing 
in?ammation and discomfort and making hearing 
difficult. 
With this thought in mind, this invention contemplates 

a medical ointment retainer or snorkel to be used in an 
ear which simpli?es the application of ointment to an 
ear and retains the ointment in position in the ear. 
The object of this invention is, therefore, to provide a 

medical retainer or ear snorkel that may readily be in 
serted in an ear and that permits escape of air as oint 
ment is applied to the aching part of the ear. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a medical 
ointment retainer for use in an car which permits circu 
lation of air through the ear and at the same time retains 
ointment in the car. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a med 

ical ointment retainer or ear snorkel for facilitating in~ 
serting ointment into an ear and which retains the oint 
ment in the ear without preventing circulation of air in 
which the device is of a simple and economical 
construction. 

With these and other objects and advantages in view, 
the invention embodies a body of a substantially funnel 
shape with clefts divided by a partition or web extended 
longitudinally therethrough with the outer end provided 
with an arcuate circular ?ange and with the partition 
provided with an extended end providing a handle to 
facilitate inserting and removing the snorkel with the 
thumb and fore?nger of a hand. 

Other features and advantages of the invention will 
appear from the following description taken in connec 
tion with the drawings, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a side elevational view showing the im-, 
proved medical ointment retainer illustrating the use of 
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Figure 4 is a view lobkirig toward the small end of 
the device. 

Referring now to the drawings wherein like reference 
characters denote corresponding parts, the improved 
medical ointment retainer or ear snorkel of this invention 
includes a funnel-shaped body 10 having threads 11 on 
the outer surface with an arcuate circular ?ange 12 ex 
tended from one end and with clefts or openings 13 and 
14 extended longitudinally through the funnel-shaped 
body and separated by a partition or web having an 
extended end 15 which is positioned in a circular 
recess 16. 
The intermediate part of the body is provided with an 

arcuate section 17 and the inner end is formed to provide 
a nipple 18. 
With the parts formed as illustrated and described, an 

ear snorkel is provided that may readily be inserted in 
a channel 19 of an ear and with the head of a patient in 
a horizontal position ointment may be dropped with a 
dropper, as indicated by the broken lines 20, into the 
cleft or opening 14 with air escaping through the opening 
13, as shown in Figure 3, and with the device in position 
it will be substantially impossible for the ointment to 
drain from the ear channel regardless of the position of 
the head of the patient. 
By holding the device with the extended end or ?ange 

15 between the thumb and fore?nger of a hand, the 
snorkel may be turned several times with the threads 11 
holding in the surface of the ear channel. By the same 
means the snorkel may be removed by turning the body 
in the opposite direction. 
With the medical ointment retainer or car snorkel 

formed in this manner, the application of ointment to an 
ear is simpli?ed and the device may readily be sterilized 
for sanitation purposes. 

It will be understood that modi?cations, within the 
scope of the appended claims, may be made in the design 
and arrangement of the parts, without departing from 
the spirit of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A medical ointment retainer comprising a substan 

tially funnel-shaped body adapted to be positioned in an 
ear channel, said body having an enlarged intermediate 
portion with a nipple extended therefrom and having a 
partition extended longitudinally through the body, said 
partition having a gripping end extended from the body, 
and said body also having a pair of longitudinally dis 
posed openings positioned on opposite sides of the parti 
tion and extended longitudinally through the body and 
nipple. 

2. A medical ointment retainer comprising a substan 
tially funnel-shaped body adapted to be positioned in an 
ear channel, said body having a pair of longitudinally 
disposed openings extended therethrough, and having a 
web providing a handle positioned between said openings 
and extended from the outer end. 

3. A medical ointment retainer comprising a substan 
tially funnel-shaped body having threads on the outer 
surface of the intermediate part and having an arcuate 
circular ?ange extended from the outer end, said body 
also having a transversely disposed web extended across 
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said ?ange and having longitudinally disposed openings 
separated by the web and extended longitudinally through 
said body. 3 , 

4. A medical ointment retainer comprising a substan 
tially funnel-shaped body having threads on the outer 
surface of the intermediate part and having an arcuate 
circular ?ange extended from the outer end, said body 
also having a transversely disposed partition extended 
across said ?ange and longitudinally disposed openings 
separated by the partition and extended longitudinally 
through the body, said body being formed of resilient 
material. 

5. A medical ointment retainer comprising a substan 
tially funnel-shaped body having threads on the outer 
surface of the intermediate part and having an arcuate 
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circular ?ange extended from the outer end, said body 
also having a transversely disposed partition extended 
across said ?ange and longitudinally disposed openings 
separated by the partition and extended longitudinally 
through the body, said body being formed of resilient 
material, and having a nipple extended from the end 
opposite to that on which the ?ange is positioned. 
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