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This invention relates to ?nger supports and more par-. 
ticularly to an improved ?nger support particularly 
adapted for use in the game of bowling. 
As is well known, the bowling balls conventionally used 

in the game of bowling are provided with‘ two or three 
spaced passageways which extend inwardly from- the pe 
riphery thereof and facilitate‘ gripping the ball, the. ball 
being gripped by inserting the thumb and a portion of 
either one or two ?ngers in the spaced passageways. 
Assuming that two ?ngers and the thumb are utilized 

to grip the ball, the passagewaysareso spaced-that sub 
stantially all of the bowler’s thumb and the outer end 
portions of the middle and ring ?ngers extend into the 
passageways while the palm of the-hand, the‘ inner por 
tions of the middle and ring ?ngers, and the index and 
little ?ngers extend along the, periphery of the ball. 
When the ball is so gripped, the middle and ring‘?ngers 
are bent at an angle of approximately 90 degrees at the 
intermediate joints in such ?ngers,or the‘ joints just out 
wardly of the joint between the inner ends of the ?ngers 
and the palm portion of the hand. 

It has been found that in order to consistently knock 
down the maximum number of bowling pins, the ball 
should be rolled in such'a manner- that it curves inwardly 
toward the center of the bowling. alley‘ during its travel 
toward the spaced pins. In order to obtain ‘such. a curvi 
linear path of travel, it is desirable to impart a rotary 
motion to the ball as‘ it' leaves the hand and it is. also 
well known that the. preferred. method‘ of obtaining such 
rotary motion is to release the ball in‘ such a manner that 
the thumb‘ is pulled out of its passageway-?rstwhilevthe 
middle and ring ?ngers remain bent, with the outeriend 
portions extending. into their respective passageways. 
The ball then rolls. from the middle and-ring‘ ?ngers as 
it is released and the. rotary and linear sliding. motions 
of the ball combine to provide a curvilinear‘ path of 
travel. 
Howevenmany bowlers have a tendencytoistraighten 

theirmiddleand ring ?ngers before they release theball‘, 
with the result that only av translatory motion'is imparted 
to the ball, thus makingit di?icult to consistently knock 
down the maximum number ofipins. 
The principal object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a ?nger support particularly adapted to hold selected 
?ngers in a bent position so as to prevent the bowler 
from inadvertentlystraightening such‘ ?ngers prior to the 
release‘ of the ball. 
Another object of the invention is to provide an im 

proved ?nger support of the indicated'character which‘ is 
simple in construction, economical to manufacture, du 
rable and reliable in-operation. 

Still. another object of they invention‘ is ‘to provide‘ an 
improved ?nger'support which may be readily’ adapted 
for either right hand or left hand use-and‘which‘may be 
used-‘without marring or otherwise damaging the "bowling 
ball, or interfering with the hand grip on the ball. 
Yet another object of the invention is to provide a 
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2 
lightweight ?nger support incorporating improved means 
for releasably securing such support to a ?nger of the 
bowler’s hand. 

The. above as well, as other objects and-advantages will 
becomeapparent from the following description and the 
appended claims. A preferred embodiment of the inven 
tion is shown in the accompanying drawing throughout 
the several views of which corresponding reference char 
acters designate corresponding'partsv and wherein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the present invention 
secured to selected ?ngers of a bowler’s hand gripping a 
bowling ball; 

Fig. 2 is a side elevational view of a ?nger support of 
this invention; 

Fig. 3 is a top plan view of the structure illustrated 
in Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a sectional view of the‘structure illustrated in 
Fig; 3 taken onthe. line 4-4 thereof; 

Fig. 5 is an end view of the structure illustrated in Fig. 
3, with the retaining means in the open position; 

Fig. 6 is an end view of the structure illustrated in Fig. 
3, with portions in section, and showing the retaining 
means in the closed position; and 

Fig. 7 is an enlarged perspective view of the ?nger 
support illustrated in Figs. 1-6, showing the ?nger sup— 
port positioned on. a bent ?nger and the strap and con 
necting member in the closed position. 

Referring to the drawing and more particularly to Fig. 
1, a conventional bowling ball 10 is shown having spaced 
passageways 12, 14 and 16 formed therein in the conven 
tional‘ manner. It will be understood that the present 
invention is applicable for use in bowling with balls hav 
ing either two or three passageways and the ball 10 is 
shown with three passageways for the purposes of illus 
tration. 
The ball is gripped in such a manner thatsubstantially 

all of the thumb of the bowler’s‘ hand extends into the 
passageway 12 while. the palm of the hand, the index 
and little ?ngers, and the portion of the ring and middle 
?ngers betweenlthe'palm and the joints-in the ?ngers adja 
cent the palm extend along the periphery of the ball. 
The middle and ring ?ngers are bent at an angle of ap 
proximately 90 degrees at the'joints‘ in the ?ngers‘remote 
from the ends thereof and the outer end portions of such 
?ngers extend into the'passa'geways 14 and 16. 

The. present‘ invention provides" means for supporting 
the middle and ring ?ngers in the bent position so that 
the ‘bowler‘will not inadvertently straighten such ?ngers 
before he releases the ball, To thisend, arsup‘port mem 
ber, generally designated 15, is‘ ?tted on each of such 
v?ngers. Each support member is formed- of a single 
sheet of relatively thin material, stamped or otherwise 
formed inthe shape of an elongated, tapered‘cup having 
relatively long curved- end walls 18 and 20 shaped to ?t 
the ‘dorsal surfaces of the. ?nger when the ?nger is bent 
and joined at the apex by an integral portion 22. The 
end walls 18 and 20 extend angularly inapproximately 
perpendicular planes and the sides of the end walls are 
integrally'joined by spaced side walls 24 and 26 which 
function’to prevent the end walls from spreading apart 
as‘ pressure is exerted thereon by‘the ?nger. A recessed 
portion 25 is formed in the free edge of each side wall 
24 and 26m provide'clearance between such Walls and 
the periphery of the ball 101-when' the‘ support'is ?tted on 
the?nger. It will be understood that straps or vother rein 
forcing members (not shown) could be provided'to rein 
force the end walls so as to enable such walls to with 
stand the forces'exerted thereon. The‘ support'member 
‘may be- formed from any material, such‘ as metal or 
plastic, that‘ is-v sufficiently ‘rigid,’ in' thin sections, to "with 
stand’ the pressure applied thereto; and’ which will‘ not 



2,732,555 
3 

rust or corrode when in contact with moisture or per 
spiration. 

Since the outer portion of the end wall 18 extends par 
tially into one of the ?nger passageways, the walls, in 
cross-section, are sn?‘iciently thin to enter such passage 
ways when positioned on the ?nger without marring or 
otherwise damaging the material from which the bowling 
ball is formed and without interfering with the user’s nor 
mal handgrip of the ball. Such a thin-sectioned construc 
tion also permits the support to be shaped, within limits, 
to ?t ?ngers of various sizes and shapes. The support 
members may, however, be manufactured in some grad 
uated sizes. 

For the purpose of releasably securing the ?nger sup 
port to the ?nger, so as to maintain such ?nger in a bent 
position with the walls 18 and 20 abutting the dorsal sur 
faces of the ?nger on each side of the ?nger joint, one end 
portion of a strap 23 is ?xed to the side Wall 24 by any 
suitable means, such as the rivet 30, the strap being suffi 
ciently long to extend around the ?nger. A connecting 
member, generally designated 32 and formed of a single 
piece of ?at type wire, is slidably ?tted on the strap 23 
and performs the double function of adjusting the effective 
length of the strap and releasably securing the free end 
of the strap to the opposite side 26 of the support mem 
ber. The strap may, of course, be made of any suitable 
material, and other types of connecting or fastening mem 
bers may be used, but the illustrated types have been found 
satisfactory and desirable. A portion 34 of the wire 
forming the connecting member extends substantially par 
allel with the axis of the strap 23 while the other portion 
of the wire is bent in the form of a square wave having 
spaced transversely extending portions 36, 38, 40 and 42 
integrally joined by longitudinally extending portions 44, 
46 and 48. The free end of the straight portion 34 is 
bent in the form of a hook 50 adapted to releasably en 
gage an aperture 51 formed in the side wall 26 adjacent 
the apex of the support member while the free end of the 
square wave portion is spliced to the straight portion 34 
at a position near, but spaced from, the hook 50. 

The strap 28 is interlaced through the oppositely di 
rected, coplanar recesses in the square wave portion of 
the connecting member 32 so as to overlie the alternate, 
transversely extending portions 36 and 40 and to under 
lie the alternate transversely extending portions 38 and 
42, while the longitudinally extending portions 44, 46 and 
48 and the straight portion 32 prevent transverse move 
ment of the strap relative to the connecting member 32. 
When tension is applied to the strap 28, the transversely 
extending portions 36, 38, 40 and 42 of the connecting 
member 32 resist longitudinal movement of the connect 
ing member relative to the strap. 
From the above description, it will be appreciated that 

the connecting member may be positioned at any desired 
location on the strap 28 after which the hook portion 50 
is positioned in engagement with the aperture 51 in the 
side wall 26 so that the strap snugly ?ts the ?nger and 
retains the support member on the ?nger. As shown in 
Fig. 7, the support member 15 is ?tted on the ?nger when 
the ?nger is in a bent position, the letter A designating 
that portion of the ?nger which is nearest the knuckles 
while the letter B designates that portion of the ?nger 
which is nearest the ?ngernail. The support member 
thus supports the ?nger so that the bowler will not in 
advertently straighten the ?nger before he releases the 
ball. After the support member 15 has been positioned 
on the ?nger, the hook portion 50 of the connecting mem 
ber 32 is then inserted in the aperture 51 in the side wall 
26 so as to maintain the strap 28 snugly against the ?nger 
and retain the support member on the ?nger. 

While a preferred embodiment of the invention has 
been shown and described, it will be understood that var 
ious changes and modi?cations may be made without de' 
parting from the spirit and scope of the invention. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. A ?nger support comprising a pair of end walls 

joined at one end thereof, said end walls extending in 
angular relationship in approximately perpendicular 
planes, a side wall extending between and rigid with said 
end walls, and means for releasably securing said support 
to a ?nger whereby the inner surfaces of each of said end 
walls simultaneously abut the dorsal surfaces of the 
?nger. 

2. A ?nger support comprising a pair of angularly ex 
tending end walls integrally joined at one end thereof and 
lying in approximately perpendicular planes, a pair of 
spaced side walls interconnecting the side portions of said 
end walls, and means for releasably securing said sup 
port to a ?nger with the inner surfaces of each of said 
end walls simultaneously abutting the dorsal surfaces of 
the ?nger. 

3. A ?nger support comprising a pair of angularly ex 
tending end walls integrally joined at one end thereof and 
lying in approximately perpendicular planes, a pair of 
spaced side walls interconnecting the side portions of said 
end walls, said walls formed of relatively rigid, thin-sec 
tioned material which may be shaped within limits to ?t 
?ngers of various sizes, and means for releasably securing 
said support to a ?nger with the inner surfaces of each of 
said end walls simultaneously abutting the dorsal surfaces 
of the ?nger. 

4. A ?nger support including, in combination, a pair of 
angularly extending end walls integrally joined at one end 
thereof and extending in substantially perpendicular planes, 
each of said end walls shaped to ?t the dorsal surfaces of 
a ?nger, a pair of spaced side walls integrally joining the 
side portions of said end walls, and means for releasably 
securing said support to a ?nger with the inner surfaces of 
each of said end walls simultaneously abutting the dorsal 
surfaces of the ?nger, said last mentioned means com 
prising a connecting member formed of a single piece of 
wire, a portion of the wire extending in a substantially 
straight line and having a hook on the free end thereof 
adapted to engage an aperture in one of said side walls, 
the other portion of the wire bent to form a plurality of 
adjacent, open-sided, oppositely directed recesses lying in 
a substantially ?at plane, and an elongated ?exible strap 
interlaced through the recesses formed by the wire, one 
end of said strap ?xed to the other of said side walls, said 
connecting member performing the double function of ad 
justing the effective length of said strap and releasably 
securing one end portion of said strap to one of said side 
walls. 

5. A ?nger support including, in combination, a pair of 
angularly extending end walls integrally joined at one end 
thereof and extending in substantially perpendicular planes, 
each of said end walls shaped to ?t the dorsal surfaces of 
a ?nger, a pair of spaced side walls integrally joining the 
side portions of said end walls, each of said side walls 
having a recess in the free edge thereof, and means for 
releasably securing said support to a ?nger with the inner 
surfaces of each of said end walls simultaneously abutting 
the dorsal surfaces of the ?nger, said last mentioned means 
comprising a connecting member formed of a single piece 
of wire, a portion of the wire extending in a substantially 
straight line and having a hook on the free end thereof 
adapted to engage an aperture in one of said side walls, 
the other portion of the wire bent to form a plurality of 
adjacent, open-sided, oppositely directed recesses lying 
in a substantially ?at plane, and an elongated ?exible 
strap interlaced through the recesses formed by the wire, 
one end of said strap ?xed to the other of said side walls, 
said connecting member performing the double function 
of adjusting the eifective length of said strap and releas 
ably securing one end portion of said strap to one of said 
side walls. 

(References on following page) 
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