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The invention relates to the packaging of bricks for 
handling and transportation as a compact unit, and more 
particularly to a jig or form in which packages‘ of brick 
may be quickly and easily assembled and‘ bound with 
metal .bands or the like. 

Many, manufacturers of brick, particularly face brick, 
have become interested in ‘the packaging of bricks, and 
various‘types of packages, varying in size from two 
hundred‘to ?ve hundred or more bricks, have been pro 
duced and are being used more or less extensively. 
However, as far as I am aware, no suitable jig or form, 

in which such packages of bricks may be quickly and 
easily assembled,‘ has thus far been produced, and it is 
therefore an object of the invention to provide a jig or 
form for such purpose. , ‘ ‘ 

Another object is to‘ provide such a jig or form which 
will increase the eliiciency and decrease the cost of pack 
aging bricks for handling and transportation as a single, 
compact unit. . 

A further object is to provide a jig or form in which a 
predetermined number of bricks, may be assembled in a 
predetermined manner‘and tightly bound together into a 
package which may be handled and shipped without dam 
age to the individual bricks therein and Without danger 
of collapsing of the package in transit. 
A still‘further object is to provide a. jig or‘fo‘rm‘ of 

the character referred to having means for facilitating 
the placing ‘of a cap or cover upon the. top of the 
package. . _ 

Another object is to provide such a jig which is located 
at ‘a suf?cient height above the ground or ?oor to permit 
workmen to. conveniently assemble a package of bricks 
therein. ‘ . e 

A further object is to provide a jig or formhaving a 
horizontal base‘ upon which the bricks are supported as 
they are assembled into a package, and having vertical 
walls upon two adjacent sides forming guides against 
which ‘the bricks are stacked as the package is assembled. 

‘ A still further object is‘to provide a jig of this character 
in which ‘one of ‘the vertical walls is hingedly mounted 
and the‘ upper portion of the other vertical wall is“ in 
the form of a hinged‘gat‘e, to facilitate the placing of a 
cap‘ or ‘cover upon the top of the package. ‘ 

It is also an object of the invention to provide such a 
jig in which markings are provided upon one vertical 
wall ‘to indicate the‘arrang‘eme‘nt of the ‘bricks ‘in the 
different layers making up a package. , 

Still another’ object ‘is to provide a jig or form of the 
character referred to in which ‘means is provided for 
quickly and‘ easily placing metal bands around the pack 
age to tightly bind the same together. , ‘ 
The above objects together with‘ others which will be 

apparent from the drawings and following description, or 
which may be‘ later ‘referred to, may be attained by ‘con 
stru‘ctingjthe improved‘jig or ‘form in the manner herein 
after described in detail and illustrated in the. accomf 
panying drawings, in which: i ‘i . 

1 is a perspective view of a jig or form for packag 
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ing bricks, constructed in accordance with the inven 
tion and showing the same in position for the building 
of a package of bricks therein; 

Fig. 2 a front elevation of the jig in the position shown 
in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 a rear elevation of the jig; 
Fig. 4 an end elevation showing the ?xed vertical end 

wall and the hinged gate at the top thereof; 
Fig. 5 an enlarged, fragmentary section taken on the 

line 5-5, Fig. 4; 
Fig. 6 an enlarged, fragmentary section taken on the 

line 6—-6, Fig. 4; 
Fig. 7 a perspective view of the jig with the hinged 

back wall and hinged gate, at the top of the end wall, 
in open position; 

Fig. 8 a horizontal section through the hinged back 
wall, taken on the line 8—8, Fig. 7; 

Fig. 9 a horizontal section through the end wall, taken 
on the line 9—-9, Fig. 7; and, 

Fig. 10 a perspective view of a typical package of bricks 
such as may be constructed in the improved jig. 

In general terms, the invention comprises a jig or form 
comprising a horizontal base, a vertical end wall extend 
ing upwardly from one end of the base, and a vertical 
back wall hingedly attached to the adjacent edge of the 
end wall. At the top of the end wall, a gate is hingedly 
mounted, the combined height of the end wall and gate 
being equal to the height of the back wall. 
Latch means are provided for normally holding the 

hinged back wall and hinged gate locked in position upon 
the base and end wall respectively. The base has trans 
versely disposed angle members thereon for positioning 
spaced rows of runner bricks at the bottom of the package 
with grooves for receiving metal bands or straps for 
binding the brick package tightly together. 

Referring now more particularly to the embodiment 
of the invention illustrated in the accompanying drawings, 
in which similar numerals refer to similar parts through 
out, the jig or form to which the invention pertains in 
cludes a horizontal base having a rectangular frame com 
prising the longitudinal frame members 15 and the trans 
verse frame members 16, rigidly attached together by any 
suitable means, such as welding, in order to form a rigid 
frame. 

This base frame is preferably supported at a suitable 
height above the floor or ground, so that workmen may 

lC€ 

‘ conveniently place bricks therein for making a package. 
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For this purpose leg members may be provided beneath 
the base frame, at each end and preferably intermediate 
the ends thereof. 
Each of these leg members may be in the form of a 

substantially U-shaped bar 17, welded or otherwise rig 
idly connected at its upper ends to the base frame and 
reinforced by a zig zag web bar 18, welded at opposite 
bends to the lower bar 19 of the U-shaped member and 
to the corresponding transverse frame member 16, thus 
forming trusses to support the load of a brick passage 
which may be assembled upon the base. 

In order to provide means for properly positioning 
transversely disposed rows of runner bricks at the bottom 
of the brick package, near each end and at the center 
thereof, as indicated at 20 and 21 in Figs. 2 and 10, 
spaced transversely disposed angle members are mounted 
upon the top of the base frame. 

These angle members comprise the members 22 located 
at opposite ends of the base frame and each preferably 
having an out-turned angular ?ange 23 at its upper edge 
and the intermediate angle member 24 extending trans 
versely across the base frame intermediate the ends 
thereof. 
The bottom ?ange 25 of the intermediate angle mem 

her is of considerably greater width than the bottom 
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?anges‘ 26 of the 'angle members 22 at the ends of the 
frame, so as to provide for positioning the- central runner 
bricks 21 extending longitudinally of the package, while 
the bricks in the end runners extend transversely of the . 
packagef . , . 

For the purpose of accommodating metal bands to be 
strapped around the package of bricks, after it is con-' 
structed upon the jig or form, centrally located grooves 
27 and 28 are provided in the horizontal ?anges 25' and’ 
26 of theangle members.‘ _ 
A vertical end wall .29 is rigidly connected to one end 

of the base, as by welding or otherwise attaching to the 
upright channel members 30 which are integrally attached 
to opposite corner portions of the base frame at this 
end thereof. ' . 

An out-turned angular ?ange 31 is formed upon the 
upper edge of the end wall 29 and may be welded or 
otherwise permanently secured to the upper ends of the 
upright channel members 30 so as to strengthen and 
reinforce the‘ end wall 29. 
The lower edge of the metal plate 29 forming the end 

wall may be welded to the out-turned ?ange 23 of the 
adjacent angular member 22 so as to‘ further strengthen 
and‘ reinforce the end wall and pr'ovide'a rigid struc 
ture. 
A back wall 32 is hingedly connected at one vertical 

edge to the adjacent vertical edge of the end wall 29 as 
indicated generally at 33. This hinge may comprise the 
hinge knuckles 34, welded as at 35 to‘ the edge of the 
back Wall 32, and the similar hinge knuckles 36, welded 
as at 37 to the adjacent vertical edge of the end wall 29 
and adjacent channel member 30'. Hinge pins 38 are 
located through the hinge knuckles 34 and 36 in usual 
manner. ’ 

The back wall 32 is formed of a heavy sheet or plate 
of metal‘ having the out-turned angular ?anges 40 at its 
top, bottom and side edges, the ends of these ?anges 
being preferably welded together at the corners of the 
hinged back wall as indicated at 41 so as to strengthen 
and‘ reinforce this hinged back wall.v 

For‘ the purpose of further reinforcing and strengthen 
ing the hinged back wall, a gusset plate 42 may be welded 
or‘otherwise secured to the upper outer corner thereof. 
An angle iron 43 is welded to the lower edge of the 
back wallrand adapted to contact the adjacent ends of 
the angular members 22 and 24 of the base, when the 
hinged back wall is in the closed position as best shown 
in Fig. 1. 

For the purpose of normally holding the hinged back 
Wall locked, in the closed position, for assembling of a 
package of bricks in the form, any suitable latch means 
may be provided such as the bolt 44 which is slidably 
mounted within the tubular housing 45 attached to the 
lower portion of the adjacent end ?ange 40 of the back 
wall and adapted to be manipulated by a knob 46 or the . 
like as in usual and well known practice. 
A rearwardly disposed ear 47 is formed as an exten 

sion upon the horizontal ?ange 23 of the angular mem 
ber 22 at this end of the base and provided with an aper 
ture 48 adapted to receive the bolt 44, as in Fig. l, to 
hold the hinged back wall in closed position. 

For the purpose of assisting the workmen in assembling 
bricks upon the jig or form to make a package, suitable 
markings may be provided upon the inner surface of the 
hinged back wall, as indicated at 50, indicating the posi 
tions in which the bricks are to be placed in the several 
layers forming the package. 
The hinged back wall 32 is substantially the height of 

the package of bricks to be assembled therein, and the 
?xed end wall 29 terminates at a point some distance 
below the top of the back wall 32. 
Upon the top of the end wall 29 is located a hinged 

gate 51, the combined heights of the end wall 29 and 
gate 51 being substantially equal to the height of the 
hinged back wall 32. 
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For the purpose of hingedly mounting the gate 51, 

hinge knuckles‘ 52 and 53 may be welded or otherwise’ 
attached to the gate 51 and the back wall 32 respectively, 
a hinge pin 54 being located through said hinge knuckles. 

Suitable latch means is provided for normally holding 
the gate 51 against movement, relative to the end wall 
29. This latch means may be in the form of a bolt 55, 
slidably mounted in a vertical housing 56 attached to 
the swing edge portion of the gate and adapted to engage 
an opening 57 in the ?ange 31 at the top of the‘ end wall 
29. A suitable knob 58 may be provided for manipu 
lating the bolt 55, in usual and well known manner. I 

It should be understood that the particular jig- or form 
shown in the drawings is designedpfor assembling a pack— 
age of bricks such as shown in Fig. 10. If the package 
of brick is to be larger or smaller than that shown, the 
back wall and end wall of the jig or form should be 
correspondingly increased or decreased in height, other 
wise the device would'b'e the same as shown‘ in the‘ draw 
ings and‘ above‘ described. I p 

In making up a package of bricks in the jig 'or form‘ 
illustrated and‘ described above, with the device in the 
position shown in Figs. 1 to 4, with ‘the hinged back 
wall 32 latched in closed position and the hinged gate ' 
51 also latched in closed position by‘ means of‘ the bolts, 
44 and 55 respectively, strips of corrugated paper board 
or the like, as indicated at 60 and 61 respectively in Figs. 
2 and 10, are ?rst placed upon the horizontal bottom’ 
?anges 26 and 25 of the angle members 22 and 24 respec 
tively. 
‘Runner bricks 20 and 21 are then laid ?atwise upon‘ 

the strips 60 and 61 respectively, the brick's'20 being laid 
end to, end and the bricks 21 being laid side by side, as 
best shownv in Fig. 2. It will be seen in this ?gure‘ that 
the vertical ?angesf22 and 24 respectively of the angle 
members are of a height substantially the thickness‘ of a 
brick so that when the bricks are laid upon the strips 60 
and 61 the tops of the bricks will be substantially ?ush 
with the top edge of the intermediate channelmember 
24 and with the horizontal ?anges 23 of the endmost 
channel members 22. 
A rectangular sheet of corrugated ‘paper board or thev 

like, as indicated at 62, is then placed over the three rows 
of winter‘ bricks 20 and 21, and the ?rst. layer of bricks, 
indicated generally'at ‘63, is then placed upon this sheet 
of corrugated board. 

This ?rst layer of bricks, as shown in the package in 
Fig. 10, comprises‘ four parallel rows of ten bricks each 
set on edge and side by side. The lowermost row of 
markings 50 upon the back wall 32 of the jig or form 
indicates the position in which the bricks of this layer are 
to be positioned. 
A layer of straw or other suitable packing material 

is then placed upon the top of the bottom layer 63 of 
bricks and the second layer indicated generally at 64 
is placed thereon. This second layer of bricks comprises 
three parallel rows of bricks laid upon their edges side 
by side, and at right angles to the bricks in the bottom 
layer 63, and one row of ten bricks located at one end 
of the layer and at right angles to the ?rst-mentioned 
three rows of bricks.’ __ I I I 

The next layer of bricks indicated generally at 65 is- of 
similar construction excepting that theone row often 
bricks is located at the opposite end of the layer. The 
fourth layer indicated generally at 66 may be the same 
as the second layer 64 and the two upper layers are both 
the same as‘ the bottom layer 63. -It will be understood 
of course that straw or other- suitable packing material 
is placed between all layers. 
.The markings 50 upon the back wall 32 show the lo 

cation of the bricks in each layer and assist the work 
men in quickly assembling the bricks in proper position 
in each layer of the package. 
The back wall 32 and end wall 29 form‘. guides? against 

which: the“ bricksgr‘nay .be v-plac‘ed- in assembling each layer 



2,720,323 
5 

of the package. ‘When the package of bricks is thus built 
up to the height of the walls ‘of‘the jig or form, a cap 
or cover 67 of corrugated paper board or the like is then 
placed upon the top of the package, ‘preferably covering 
the top layer and a portion of the next layer of bricks in 
the package. I 

In order to facilitate the placing of this cap or cover 
upon the top of the package, the bolt 44 is ‘released and 
the hinged back wall 32 swung outward to the open po 
sition shown in Fig. 7, and the bolt 55 is also released 
and the hinged gate 51 swung outward to the open posi 
tion shown in Fig. 7, so that the cap 67 may be easily 
placed upon the top of the brick package. 

Metal bands 68 are then strapped around the package, 
one band extending beneath each of the runners 20 and 
21 and entirely around the package in a vertical plane, 
being drawn tightly over the cap 67 at the top of the pack 
age and bound thereon by the conventional seals 69. 

These bands 68 are located entirely around the pack 
age, being inserted through the grooves 27 and 28 in 
the channel members 24 and 22 respectively. By swing 
ing the hinged back wall 32 to open position these bands 
are easily passed around the back and over the top of 
the package of bricks. 
From the above it will be obvious that a simple, e?i 

cient and easily operated jig or form is provided for 
easily and readily assembling a package of bricks thereon 
in predetermined arrangement and for capping or cover 
ing the package of bricks and tightly binding the same 
together by conventional metal bands and seals. 

In the foregoing description, certain terms have been 
used for brevity, clearness and understanding, but no 
unnecessary limitations are to be implied therefrom be 
yond the requirements of the prior art, because words are 
used for descriptive purposes herein and are intended to 
be broadly construed. 

Moreover, the embodiments of the improved construc 
tion illustrated and described herein are by way of ex 
ample, and the scope of the present invention is not lim 
ited to the exact details of construction. 

Having now described the invention or discovery, the 
construction, the operation, and use of preferred embodi 
ments thereof, and the advantageous new and useful re 
sults obtained thereby; the new and useful constructions, 
and reasonable mechanical equivalents thereof obvious to 
those skilled in the art, are set forth in the appended 
claims. 

I claim: 
1. A jig for use in assembling a package of bricks, 

comprising a rectangular base frame, spaced parallel 
angle members located near opposite ends and intermedi 
ate the ends of the base frame and de?ning guides each 
open upwardly and at one side and adapted to have a row 
of bricks laid therein to form spaced parallel runners at 
the bottom of a package, an upwardly extending vertical 
wall ?xed at one edge of the base frame and a vertical 
wall hinged to one edge of said ?xed vertical wall and 
adapted to be positioned at an adjacent edge of the base 
frame, said hinged vertical wall being of greater height 
than said ?xed vertical wall, and a gate hingedly mounted 
at the top of said ?xed vertical wall. 

2. A jig for use in assembling a package of bricks, com 
prising a rectangular base frame, spaced parallel angle 
members located near opposite ends and intermediate the 
ends of the base frame and de?ning guides each open up 
wardly and at one side and adapted to have a row of 
bricks laid therein to form spaced parallel runners at the 
bottom of a package, an upwardly extending vertical wall 
?xed at one edge of the base frame and a vertical wall 
hinged to one edge of said ?xed vertical wall and adapted 
to be positioned at an adjacent edge of the base frame, 
said hinged vertical wall being of greater height than said 
?xed vertical wall, and a gate hingedly mounted at the 
top of said ?xed vertical wall, and means for latching 
said gate in closed position. 
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3. A jig for" use in’ assembling a package of bricks, 

comprising a rectangular base frame, spaced parallel‘ 
angle members located near opposite ends and inter 
mediate the ends of the base frame and de?ning guides 
each open upwardly and at one side and adapted to have 
a row ‘of bricks laid therein to form spaced parallel run 
ners at the bottom of a package, an upwardly extending 
vertical wall ?xed at one edge of the base frame and a 
vertical wall hinged to one edge of said ?xed vertical 
wall and adapted to be positioned at an adjacent edge 
of the base frame, means for latching said hinged vertical 
wall in‘ closed position, said hinged vertical wall being 
of greater height than said ?xed vertical wall, and a gate 
hingedly mounted upon the top of said ?xed vertical wall. 

4. A jig for use in assembling a package of bricks, 
comprising a rectangular base frame, spaced parallel 
angle members located near opposite ends and inter 
mediate the ends of the base frame and de?ning guides 
each open upwardly and at one side and adapted to have 
a row of bricks laid therein to form spaced parallel 
runners at the bottom of a package, an upwardly ex 
tending vertical wall ?xed at one edge of the base frame 
and a vertical wall hinged to one edge of said ?xed 
vertical wall and adapted to be positioned at an adjacent 
edge of the base frame, means for latching said hinged 
vertical wall in closed position, said hinged vertical wall 
being of greater height than said ?xed vertical wall, a 
gate hingedly mounted upon the top of said ?xed vertical 
wall, and means for latching said gate in closed position. 

5. A jig for use in assembling a package of bricks, 
comprising a rectangular base frame, spaced parallel 
angle members located near opposite ends and intermedi 
ate the ends of the base frame and de?ning guides each 
open upwardly and at one side and adapted to have a 
row of bricks laid therein to form spaced parallel run 
ners at the bottom of the package, outwardly disposed 
horizontal ?anges at the upper edges of said end angle 
members, an upwardly extending vertical end wall at 
one end of the base frame, upright channel members ?xed 
to said one end of the base frame and to said vertical 
end wall, a vertical back wall hingedly connected to one 
vertical edge of said end wall and to one of said upright 
channel members, said back wall extending above the 
top of the end wall, and a gate hingedly connected to the 
upper portion of said back wall and normally located 
at the top of said end wall. 

6. A jig for use in assembling a package of bricks, 
comprising a rectangular base frame, spaced parallel 
angle members located near opposite ends and intermedi 
ate the ends of the base frame and de?ning guides each 
open upwardly and at one side and adapted to have a 
row of bricks laid therein to form spaced parallel runners 
at the bottom of the package, outwardly disposed hori 
zontal ?anges at the upper edges of said end angle mem 
bers, an upwardly extending vertical end wall at one 
end of the base frame, upright channel members ?xed to 
said one end of the base frame and to said vertical end 
wall, a horizontal ?ange at the top of said end Wall and 
connected to the upper ends of said upright channel 
members, a vertical back wall hingedly connected to one 
vertical edge of said end wall and to one of said up 
right channel members, said back wall extending above 
the top of the end wall, and a gate hingedly connected 
at the top of said end wall, means for latching the swing 
ing end of the back wall to the horizontal ?ange upon 
the adjacent angle member, and means for latching the 
swinging end of the gate to the horizontal ?ange at the 
top of the end wall. 

7. A jig for use in assembling a package of bricks, 
comprising a rectangular base frame, spaced parallel angle 
members located near opposite ends and intermediate the 
ends of the base frame and de?ning guides each open 
upwardly and at one side and adapted to have a row of 
bricks laid therein to form spaced parallel runners at 
the bottom of the package, outwardly disposed horizontal 
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?anges at the upper edges of said end angle members, 
an npwardly‘extending vertical end wall atone end 
of the base frame, upright channel members ?xed to said 
one end ofthe base frame and to said vertical end wall, 
a vertical back wall hingedly connected to one vertical 
edge of said end wall and to one of said upright channel 
members, said back wall extending above the top of 
the end wall, outwardly disposed ?anges at the top, bot 
tom and side edges of the hinged back wall, means con 
necting said ?anges together at their ends, and a gusset 
attached to the upper corner of the swinging end of the 
back wall for reinforcing and strengthening said back 

8 
wall, and’ agate; hingedly connectedto the upper portion‘ 
of said back wall and normally located at the top of said 
end‘ wall. , - > 
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