
2,712,191 July 5, 1955 6. c. HILLENBRAND 
ATTACHMENT DEVICE 

Fi'led March 11, 1953 

INVENTOR. ' 

A TTORNE Y5 . 



United States Patent" O 

2,712,191 
ATTACHIVIENT DEVICE 3 

George C. Hillenbrand,~.B'atesville,‘ Ind., assignor-to The 
Batesville Casket Company, Batesville, Ind., a corpora 
tion of Indiana 

Application March‘ll, 1953,‘~Serial No. 341,787 
7 Claims. (CI. 41-12) 

This invention relates to a‘ device‘v for‘ attaching a 
cruci?x to a metal casket and is also ‘susceptible to ‘being 
used for analogous purposes. The problem which the 
device of this invention was'designed tosolve is that 
of attaching a cruci?x to a metal casket‘ of- the sealer 
type; that is, a casket which is-‘hermetically sealed by 
gasketing or the like in order to ~provideibetter'protec 
tion of the body‘ after interment} 
A cruci?x maygbe attached to ‘an ordinary ‘metal casket 

by any desired means suc'h‘as metaliscrews 'or’n'u‘ts and 
bolts, but if' such'attachment devices’ are'»usedwith a 
sealer casket then the seal :is ruined. Further,‘ a ‘cruci?x 
often is removed'from ithe casketbefo're it is lowered 
into the grave‘ so if 'the‘atta'chment is ‘sufficiently ?rm 
to satisfy the requirements of the-“transportation‘of the 
casket then it maybe di?icult to ‘detach theYcr'uci?xI, at 
the end of the ceremony. While‘ many- devices have 
been suggested‘or tried for attaching a cruci?x" to a 
casket, none has been entirely satisfactory, particularly 
with a sealer type of casket. 

In the accompanying drawings: 
Figure 1 is a front elevational view‘of a‘ cruci?x hav 

ing a pair of the attachment devices of the present in 
vention'a?ixed to its underside. In-th'e view therep 
resentation of the body of Christ is~not shown. 

Figure 2 is a side elevational view of the cruci?x 
illustrated in Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a cross sectional view taken on the line 
3—3 in Figure l. - 

Figure 4 is a perspective view showing the underside 
of an attachment device embodying the principles of the 
present invention. 

Figure 5 is a longitudinal cross sectional view thereof. 
Figure 6 is a cross sectional view taken on the line 

6~6 in Figure 5. 
Figure 7 is a diagrammatic view, in perspective, show 

ing a modi?ed form of the attachment device being used 
to affix a ?oral piece to the top of a casket. 

Figure 8 is a cross sectional view similar to Figure 
6 of the attachment device illustrated in Figure 7. 

Figure 9 is a cross sectional view similar to Figure 
5 illustrating the manner in which the prongs utilized 
for a?ixing ?oral pieces are installed in the attachment 
device. 
The attachment device of this invention comprises a 

block of rubber 10 in which there is a substantially semi 
circular recess 11 which holds a semicircular perma 
nent magnet 12. The recess is open at both ends at one 
face of the block which is provided’ with serrations or 
treading 13 to provide friction between the device and’ 
the surface upon which it is placed. Preferably, the 
ends of the magnet are slightly countersunk in relation 
to the treading so that when the device is attached to 
a metal surface the treading is drawn into tight engage 
ment with the metal surface which supplements the ?x 
ation established by the magnetic pull. 

In Figures 1-3, two rubber blocks 10 are shown mount 
ed in the back of a cruci?x 14, the thickness of each 
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rubber- block- being<re1atedto the: depth of the hollow 
in the back of the cruci?x so thatlthe exposed'l~face“of 
the- block engages the surface of‘ the casket, indicated 
diagrammatically only at 15.‘ This‘ attachment is'suftiL 
ciently secure to prevent the cruci?x from slippingor 
becoming displaced while the casket is being transported 
but stillperm‘its- simple and easy‘ detachment of’th'e 
cruci?x‘ before the‘ casket is lowered. The’v casket'is ‘ 
not ‘marred by the presence‘ of any-attaching means and 
if a sealer casket, this function is not impaired. Further‘,1 
it is not necessary to modify~caskets to provide-‘attach; 
ment‘means and the same type‘of casket'can- be used 
regardless of whether'the ceremony re'quires'the-use‘of 
the cruci?x or not. . ' r ' 

More speci?cally, as will be‘seen“from"~Figure 5} the 
recess in the rubber block preferably is formed'to re-' 
ceive' the semicircular magnet snugly. The recess'is' 
closed bya web '16 in the instance shown,v the block‘ is 
longer than it is wide and the-'openingsinto -th‘e\reces's 
disposed transversely‘ thereofi Also, in the ‘Y instance 
shown, the two ‘end ‘portions only of the block-are‘ pro: 
videdwith serrations or‘ treads. These serrationsja're 
disposed slightly outwardly with‘ respect to the‘ ?'at‘faces 
17 ‘or pole ends of the magnet. Tl1us,,when‘ the‘ block, 
is seated against a magnetically responsive surface, the 
serrations are ?rst engaged! The thin web of rubber; " 
having an appreciable amount of give ‘to‘it, permits the 
semicircular magnet'to spring outwardly‘ to bring- the“ _ 
?at pole ends thereof into contact with the'casket‘or’ 
other responsive surface. The‘spiinginess’of‘ th‘e‘w'eb’, 
therefore, permits the magnet to seat; pulling ‘the serrated 
face‘of the rubber block into tight'conta'ct with the surl 
face-‘upon which it ‘rests; ‘ 

It is 1a well known phenomenon that a magnet, when 
placed against a magnetically‘ responsive surface," can be 
slid-"along the surface‘mo're easily than it can belwithl 
drawing straight away‘ from such‘surfac'e; -The serrated 
face of the block- thus ‘resists the'forces'which tend ‘to 
slide the’ block and the magnet itself resists forces which 
tend to pull the block directly away from the metallic 
surface. The combination of the two, therefore, pro 
vide a surprisingly strong anchor for the cruci?x or other 
object. ' 

One of the advantages of the semicircular shape of 
the recess is the ease with which the rubber block and 
the magnet may be assembled. As will be seen from 
Figure 5, the semicircular magnet is simply slipped into 
the recess. Once in place, the friction between the rub 
ber block and the magnet is su?icient to hold the two 
parts together. ‘ 

The device in question may‘ be utilized as disclosed 
in Figure 7 to provide means for attaching ?owers to 
the casket. In this modi?cation the rubber block 10 
has the semicircular magnet 12 imbedded in it with its 
poles exposed at one face of the block as described 
above. However, in. this modi?cation wire prongs 18 
protrude from the face of the block opposite to the 
face bearing the treads and these may be used for at 
tachment of ?oral pieces, such as those indicated at 19. 
The prongs may comprise a piece of wire which is bent 
into a generally U-shape. The base 20 of the U may 
be con?gurated to provide a ?at foot portion and the 
respective ends of the wire cut at an angle to provide 
points. Figure 9 shows how the prongs may be in 
serted during assembly. Before the magnet is put, in 
place, the prongs are forced through the top or back 
of the rubber block from the recess. The prongs are 
then pulled outwardly until the foot portion rests against 
the bottom of the recess. The semicircular magnet may 
then be inserted, the magnet serving to hold the prongs 
in place. 
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These attachment devices may also be used for any 
purpose which involves analogous problems. 
Having described my invention, I claim: 

_- l. A cruci?x adapted to be used on metal caskets, 
said cruci?x comprising a cross having an ornamental 
front'face and a hollow back, a rubber block mounted 
within the hollow back and attached thereto, a semi 
circular recess in said rubber block, the recess having 
openings accessible at the back of the block, a semi 
circular permanent magnet in said recess, said magnet 
having the faces of its poles exposed to the back of the 
block, and a tread on the back of the block adapted to 
augment frictional engagement between the block and 
the metal surface of the casket. 
.2. A cruci?x adapted to be used on metal caskets, 

said‘. cruci?x comprising a cross having an ornamental 
front face and a hollow back, a rubber block mounted 
within the hollow back and adhesively attached thereto, 
a semicircular recess in said rubber block having open 
ings accessible at the back of the block, a semicircular 
permanent magnet residing in said recess, said magnet 
having the faces of its poles exposed to the back of the 
block, and a tread on the back of the block, said tread 
extending slightly outwardly beyond said pole faces to 
provide frictional engagement between the block and the 
metal surface of the casket. 

- 3. A cruci?x adapted to be used on metal caskets, a 
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pair of rubber blocks mounted within the back of said . 
cruci?x, a semicircular recess in each of said rubber 
blocks, each recess having openings accessible at the 
back of the block, a semicircular permanent magnet in 
said recess, and said magnet having the faces of its poles 
exposed to the back of the block. 

4. A cruci?x adapted to be used on metal caskets, 
said cruci?x comprising ‘a cross having an ornamental 
front face and a hollow back, a pair of rubber blocks 
mounted within the hollow back at spaced points and 
attached thereto, a semicircular recess in each of said 
rubber blocks, each recess having openings accessible 
at the back of the block, a semicircular permanent magnet 
residing in each recess, each magnet having the respec 
tive faces of its poles exposed at the openings at the 
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‘back of the block, and each block being serrated to 
provide treads at the back thereof, said treads extend 
ing slightly outwardly beyond said pole faces to provide 
frictional engagement between the block and the metal 
surface of the casket to augment the holding force of 
the magnet. 

5. Means for attaching an object to a magnetically 
responsive metal surface, said means comprising a rubber 
block attached to said object, a semicircular recess in 
said rubber block having openings accessible at one face 
of said block, a semicircular permanent magnet residing 
in said recess, said magnet having the respective faces 
of its poles exposed at the openings in said face, and 
said face being serrated to provide treads engageable 
with said metal surface to augment the holding force 
of said magnet. 

6. An attachment device of the type set forth in claim 
5 in which means are provided for attaching the block 
to an object comprises a U-shaped element having a 
pair of upright arms and a connecting foot portion, said 
arms piercing the block and extending upwardly there 
from opposite to the face thereof provided with treads 
with the connecting foot portion residing inside of said 
recess and held therein by said magnet. 

7. Means for attaching an object to a magnetically 
responsive metal surface, said means comprising a rub 
ber block, a semicircular recess formed in said block, 
a semicircular permanent magnet residing in said recess 
and having its respective pole ends exposed at one face 
of said block, a web of rubber formed as an integral 
part of said block and disposed between the respective 
pole ends of said magnet to resiliently hold saidmagnet 
within said recess, and the face of said block adjacent 
said poles being serrated to provide treads, said treads 
extending outwardly from said face of the block slightly 
beyond said pole ends. 
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