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This invention relates to a sponge cleaner and wringer. 
An object of the invention is to provide a structure of 

simple and sturdy construction effective for supporting a 
sponge for cleaning uses while providing means for wring 
ing the sponge. A further object is to provide a sponge 
and wringer therefor with the wringer normally in re 
tracted and non~obstructing position but being rendered 
operative for quick wringing of the sponge. A further 
object is to provide a frusto-conical wringer in combi 
nation with a sponge for effectively wringing the sponge, 
means being provided for freeing the major portion of 
the sponge from the wringer when the sponge is to be 
used for cleaning purposes. Other speci?c objects and 
advantages will appear asithe speci?cation proceeds. 
The invention is shown in an illustrative embodiment 

by the accompanying drawing, in which-m 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a sponge cleaner de 

vice embodying our invention; Fig. 2, a longitudinal sec 
tional view; Fig. 3, a view similar to Fig. 2 but showing 
the cone wringer in advanced position; and Fig. 4, a 
transverse sectional view of the cone wringer and sup 
port therefor taken on the line 4--4 of Fig. 2. 

In the illustration given, 10 designates a sponge, which 
may be a natural or arti?cial sponge, and which may be 
of any desired shape. In the illustration given, the 
sponge 10 is of a generally cylindrical shape but is prefer 
ably slightly tapered toward its rear wall. Within the 
sponge is embedded a retainer plate 11 threadably re 
ceiving the forward end of a rod 12. The rod 12 ex 
tends through a hollow handle 13. The rear end por 
tion of the rod 12 is preferably threaded to engage a 
threaded recess in the endpiece 14, and the endpiece 14 is 
provided with a tongue portion 15 received within a cor 
responding recess in ‘the end of handle 13. 
The forward end of handle 13 is provided with a square 

shank 16 slideably receiving a cup or frusto-conically 
shaped wringer 17 . The cone wringer has a rearwall pro 
vided with a square opening snugly receiving the square 
shank 16 of handle 13. The cone or cup wringer 17 is 
preferably provided with perforations 18, through which 
liquid wrung from the sponge may be discharged. 

Operation 
In the operation of the device, the cone or cup wringer 

17 is normally in the retracted position shown in Fig. 2 
and the forward end of the sponge 10 is thus,l free for con 
tact with dishes or other objects or surfaces to be cleaned. 
When it is desired to wring the sponge, the user simply 
presses forwardly the cup wringer 17 to the position 
shown in Fig. 3. The sponge is compressed and the 
liquid therein isvdischarged through the forward end of 
the sponge and also laterally through the openings 18 in 
the wringer 17. Upon release of the wringer cup, the 
resiliency of the sponge tends to move the cup automati 
cally back to the position shown in Fig. 2. 
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With the construction shown, it is also possible to oper 

ate the wringer while leaving the cup 17 in the retracted 
position shown in Fig. 2. By drawing the endpiece 14 
rearwardly, the retainer plate 11 is effective in drawing 
the sponge rearwardly and within the cone cup,17, thus 
compressing the sponge and causing a discharge of 
liquid therefrom. 
The structure may be simpli?ed by securing the re 

tainer plate 11 'within the sponge 10 to the rod 12 and 
then ?xedly securing the rod to the handle 13. Then, if 
desired, the knob 14 and threaded rear end portion (or 
greater portion) of the rod may be eliminated. With this 
construction, the wringer cup 17 is effective as described 
?rst above, in compressing the sponge as the cup is moved 
forward and releasing the sponge for cleaning as the cup 
reaches its rearrnost position. If a cone-shaped cup is 
employed, the cup is effective not only in pressing the 
sponge longitudinally against plate 11, but also the cone 
sides of the cup themselves tend to effect an inward com 
pression and wringing of the sponge body. 

While in the foregoing speci?cation, we have set forth 
a speci?c structure in considerable detail for the purpose 
of illustrating an embodiment of the invention, it will be 
understood that such details of structure may be varied 
widely by those- skilled in the art without departing from 
the spirit of our invention. 
We claim: 
1. A sponge cleaner and wringer, comprising a 

sponge, a frusto-conically shaped wringer providing an 
end wall at the smaller diameter thereof and receiving 
the rear portion of said sponge and being substantially 
?lled thereby, the side walls of said wringer being per 
forated, a handle support for said sponge having a por 
tion thereof slidably mounted in the end wall of said 
wringer and provided with a longitudinally-extending pas 
sage therethrough, a retainer plate embedded in the for 
ward portion of said sponge, a rod secured to said re 
tainer plate and being slidably received within said pas 
sage and extending therethrough, and a draw endpiece 
secured to the rear end of said rod, said retainer plate 
and said wringer being movable with respect to each other 
to effect a compression of said sponge by movement of 
either said wringer or said draw endpiece. 

2. A sponge cleaner and wringer, comprising a sponge, 
a generally frusto-conically shaped wringer providing an 
end wall at the smaller diameter thereof and receiving the 
rear portion of said sponge and being substantially ?lled 
thereby at least, during the wringing of the sponge, the 
side walls of said wringer being perforated, a handle sup 
port for said sponge having a portion thereof slidably 
mounted in the end wall of said wringer, a retainer plate 
embedded in the forward portion of said sponge, a rod 
secured to said retainer plate and being slidably carried 
by said handle, and means for moving said rod to com 
press said sponge, said retainer plate and said wringer 
being movable with respect to each other to effect a com 
pression of said sponge by movement of either said 
wringer or said rod. 
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