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This invention relates to packages or containers for 
storing and dispensing rolled or strip material such as 
adhesive tape and the like, and is more particularly con 
cerned with containers‘ having improved features whereby 
the tape may be readily pulled from the roll and the de 
sired length severed or torn on in an e?‘icient manner. 

It is the general object of the invention'to provide an 
adhesive tape dispensing package wherein the roll of tape 
is enclosed in a dust and moisture-proof casing which 
may be opened to permit ready access to the tape roll 
and which has incorporated therein improved means for <_ 
gripping the tape securely after the desired length has 
been pulled from the roll to permit it to be readily torn 
olr for use. p . 

it is a ‘more speci?c object of the invention to provide 
a dispensing package which includes a casing for enclos 
ing a roll of tape, which casing comprises two members 
which are rotatable relative to each other to provide ace 
cess to the tape and which have cooperating jaw-like 
gripper forming portions for engaging the tape on oppo 
site faces after it is pulled from theiroll and fed out of 
the casing whereby to facilitate tearing oh’ the end sec 
tion or length of the tape for use, the remainder of the 
tape being retained in the casing in completely enclosed 
and protected condition. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide‘ a , 
container for dispensing tape or the like which may be 
opened in such a manner as to provide ready access to 
the roll of tape regardless of the amount left on the roll 
whereby a lost end may be readily retrieved. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a tape . 
dispensing container having movable portions provided 
with clamping elements vfor engaging the tape in clamp 
ing relation while the leading end thereof is torn off, and 
in which provision is made for retaining the end of the 
remaining portion of the tape in a position where it is a 
readily accessible so that successive lengths may be moved 
between the clamping elements and readily severed for 
immediate use. ‘ 

Another object of the invention is to provide a dis 
pensing package of the character described having an :1 
improved form of severing structure including a support 
for a substantial length vof the tape immediately follow 
ing the portion which is to be severed whereby the end 
of the tape is retained after the severing operation in a 
position where it is readily accessible for the next suc 
ceeding movement of the strip. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a tape 
dispensing container of generally circular shape having 
cooperating end wall forming sections which are rotat 
able relative to each other to provide a peripheral open 
ing and which have inwardly extending cooperating por 
tions for supporting 'the roll of tape within the con 
tainer with the end walls ‘tapered to a wider opening for 
easier access to the tape to facilitate retrieving a loose 
end. 

It is a further-objector the invention ‘to provide a ‘tape 
dispensing container which is so constructed ‘that v‘it keeps 
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the tape in a sanitary manner, free from dust, dirt, and 
possible deterioration and which is adapted to dispense 
the tape in a convenient and easy manner while retaining 
the balance of the roll fully protected within the enclosed 
interior thereof. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a dis 

pensing container for a roll of tape or similar material 
having the general form of the roll of material and pro 
vided with supporting feet permitting it to be positioned 
in a cabinet or other storage space in upright position 
so that it does not take up substantially more space than 
the roll itself and so that it is not liable to roll out of the 
cabinet. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a tape 
dispensing container of the type described which is pro 
vided with feet for supporting it in an upright position 
and wherein the feet are so arranged that they may be 
moved toward each other to open the container and pro 
vide access to the tape. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a dis 
pensing container of the type described having movable 
sections for opening and closing the same which incor 
porate cooperating gripper jaws for engaging the tape 
and ?rmly gripping the same during the tearing operation 
and which also incorporate a perch or support on which 
the tape rests in a position convenient for the next with 
drawal. 

it is another object of the invention to provide a tape 
dispensing container of the type described which includes 
movable sections permitting opening and closing of the 
container and snap action latch elements for retaining the 
container sections in normally closed relation. 

It is still another object of the invention to provide a 
tape dispensing container which is adapted to receive a 

' g plurality of rolls of tape of the same or different widths 
and which has incorporated therein gripper members per 
mitting any desired length of tape to be withdrawn and 
severed from any one of the individual rolls. 

These and other objects of the invention will be ap 
parent from a consideration of the tape dispensing con 
tainers which are shown, by way of illustration, in the 
accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Fig. l is a perspective of a dispensing container for 
a single roll of tape which embodies therein the principal 
features of the invention; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the- container members 
and a roll of tape, in exploded relation; 

Fig. 3 is an end elevation of the container; 
Fig. 4 is a cross section taken on the line 4-4 of 

Fig. 3; 
Fig. 5 is a cross section similar to that of Fig. 4 but 

with the container members or sections in open condi 
tion; 

Fig. 6 is a cross section taken on the line 6-6 of 
Fig. 3; 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of a modi?ed form of the 
container; 1 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view similar to Fig. 7 with th 
container members or sections in partially open position; 

Fig. 9 is an end elevation of the container of Fig. 7, 
with portions broken away; ‘ ' 

Fig. 10 is a side elevation of the container, ‘with por» 
tions broken away; ' 

Fig. 11 is a detail section, to an enlarged scale, show 
ing the manner of connecting the two portions of ‘the 
container; . 

Fig. 12 is a detail section similar to Fig. 11 showing 
an alternative form of connecting means for the two con-i 
tainer members; i 

Fig. 13 is a fragmentary perspective view showing a, 
further modification of the container; 

Fig. 14 is a perspective view of a modi?cation of the 
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container adapted to dispense a plurality of different 
sizes of tape; and 

Fig. 15 is a view similar to Fig. 14 with the container 
members in partially open condition. 

Referring to Figs. 1 to 6 of the drawings there is illus 
trated a two part plastic container 10 which is adapted 
to dispense a roll 11 of adhesive tape or similar material 
and which incorporates the principal features of the 
invention. 
The container 10 is preferably formed of a resin mold~ 

ing material such as, for example, polystyrene plastic 
and is cast or molded into cylindrical shape. It com 
prises two cooperating case parts or sections 12 and 13 
which are adapted to be assembled to provide a com 
plete enclosure for the roll of tape 11. The case sec- ‘ 
tion 12 comprises a disk-like side wall formation con 
sisting of an outer annular rim portion 14 and an inner 
wall or side portion 15 which has a slight inward taper 
and which has a central inwardly directed hub forming 
portion 16. The hub forming portion 16 is slightly less 
in diameter than the core 17 of the tape roll 11 and is 
slightly more in depth than half the width of the tape 
roll 11. A peripheral wall formation or ?ange 13 ex 
tends around approximately half of the periphery of the 
rim 14 and terminates at one end in a radially out 
wardly directed gripper or clamp formation 19 which 
projects beyond the periphery of the side wall 15. The 
major portion of the peripheral ?ange or side wall 18 
is positioned a slight distance inwardly of the margin 
of the rim 14 to which it is joined along one edge. The 
portion of the ?ange 18 immediately adjacent the gripper 
jaw member 19 is corrugated or knurled at 20. The 
gripper jaw member 19 includes an outer end portion 
21 which is at an angle to the wall portion 22 and which 
is provided on its radial edge 23 with saw-tooth-like 
serrations forming tape gripping teeth thereon. The 
gripper jaw 19 is integrally joined to the side rim mem 
ber 14 by a web portion 24 which has a free edge 25 
tapering inwardly to the periphery of the rim 14 and 
provided with a notch 26 for cooperation with a latch 
ing element on the other case member 13. The gripper 
member 19 is provided at its inner or lateral free edge 
27 with a latch member 28 having an end portion 29 
extending inwardly of the wall portion 22. 
The other case section or portion 13 is likewise com- -" 

prised of a rim 30, a side wall 31 which tapers inwardly 
of the rim 30 and a central hub forming portion 32 
extending into the interior of the case and being of sub 
stantially the same size as the hub portion 16 on the case 
section 12 and cooperating therewith for providing a ; 
trunnion for receiving the tape roll 11. The case sec~ 
tion 13 is provided with an inwardly extending ?ange 
or peripheral wall 33 (Fig. 4) which is integral with the 
outer edge of the rim portion 30 and which extends sub» 
stantially half the periphery of the‘section 13. At one 
end of the ?ange or wall 33 a gripper jaw formation 
34 projects outwardly in a generally radial direction 
with the body wall 35 terminating in an angled or bent 
over portion 36 which is provided along the radial edge 
37 thereof with a plurality of tape gripping teeth or 
serrations for cooperating with the teeth on the jaw 
member 19 of case section 12. The outer side of the 
wall portion 35 of gripper 34 is integrally joined to the 
rim portion 30 of the section by a web or wall forma 
tion 37' which has a tapered free edge 38 provided with 
a notch 39 for receiving the end 29 of the latching mem 
ber 28 on the jaw 19 of case section 12 when the two 
sections are in assembled relation. The ?ange forma 
tion 33 is extended at 40 beneath the jaw member 34 
to provide a transverse edge or perch 41 forming a rest 
or support for the end of the tape 42. The wall 35 of 
the gripper 34 is provided with a latch member 43 hav 
ing an end portion 44 adapted to be received in the 
notch 26 in the section 12. The ends 29 and 44 of the 
latch members 28 and 43 project somewhat beyond 
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the outside faces of the walls 37 and 24 to permit engage 
ment by the ?ngers of the user to unlatch the gripper 
jaws in the same manner as with a conventional purse 
latch. The ?ange formation or peripheral wall 33 is 
corrugated or knurled at 45 and is also provided with 
two laterally extending radially projecting peripheral 
spaced feet 46 which are adapted to support the case 10 
in upright position on the shelf of a cabinet or the like 
when it is not in use. 
The case sections 12 and 13 are assembled with the 

roll of tape 11 as indicated in the drawings. The inner 
faces of the hub forming portions 16 and 32 are posi 
tioned in abutting relation and connected in pivotal rela 
tion by a screw or bolt 47 extending through central 
apertures 48 and 49 provided in the hub formations or 
portions 16 and 32. The roll of tape 11 is, of course, 
mounted on the cooperating trunnion forming portions 
16, 32 so that it is free to rotate within the casing. The 
outwardly tapered side walls 15 and 31 of the case 
sections 12 and 13 provide ample space for gaining access 
to the roll of tape 11 to recover a lost end when the tape 
42' is accidently or intentionally loosened from the 
perch 41 on which it is normally retained after a portion 
is withdrawn from the case and torn off. 
When in assembled relation the two case sections are 

adapted to rotate relative to each other about the pivot 
screw 47 to provide adequate circumferential opening 
for access to the roll 11, the ?anges or peripheral wall 
sections 18 and 33 being adapted to telescope each other 
during the rotation as illustrated in Figs. 4 and S. The 
ends 29 and 44 of the latch elements are adapted to snap 
into engagement in the notches 26 and 39, respectively, 
and to normally hold the casing in closed relation. The 
latches may be disengaged by a light twisting motion of 
the ?ngers of the user to permit the case sections 12 and 13 
to be rotated and to open the case and provide access to 
the tape roll 11 for withdrawing the end of the tape 42. 
The jaw member 34 of case section 13 is open at the one 
side along the rim 14 of the other case section 12 so that 
the tape end 42 can be grasped with the ?ngers and a 
portion thereof, of the desired length, withdrawn and 
draped over the serrated margin or edge 37 of the jaw 34. 
Thereafter the case sections 12 and 13 are rotated to close 
the two tape gripping jaw members 34 and 19 and to 
bring the serrated edges 37 and 23 into engagement on 
opposite sides of the tape. When the jaw members 19 
and 34 are held in closed position with the ?ngers of one 
hand the user may readily tear off the extending portion 
of the tape leaving the remainder of the tape in position 
in the casing, fully protected and closed. The corruga 
tions 20 and 45 on the peripheral wall sections 18 and 33 
permit the user to better grip the members during the 
opening and closing movements of the case sections. 
The corrugated surface may, of course, be knurled or 
provided with other surface projections for accomplish 
ing the same purpose. 
A modi?ed form of the container is shown in Figs. 7 

to 10. In this form of the container two cooperating 
container or case sections 51 and 52 are provided. One 
case section 51 comprises an annular disk-like member 
having a rim portion 53 and a side wall portion 54 with 
a central inwardly extending hub formation 55. A pe 
ripheral wall or ?ange formation 56 extends around 
a portion of the edge of the rim member 53. At one 
end of the ?ange 56 there is an outwardly extending 
tape gripping jaw formation 57 having an angular mar 
ginal portion provided with a serrated end edge 58. One 
side edge of the jaw member 57 is connected to the rim 
53 by a web portion 59 and the other side edge is con 
nected to the edge of the peripheral wall 56 by a web 
portion 60. The web portions 59 and 60 are provided 
along the tapered free edges thereof with a latching 
element 62 and latching notch 61 respectively. The 
?ange 56 immediately adjacent the gripper jaw 57 is 
ribbed at 63. ~ ‘ 
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_ The other case ‘section 52'is similar :to the seetion 51 
having an annular rim “(and a side til/@1195 Whieh is 
tapered inwardly’to a hub forming portion 66 vwhich 
cooperates with the hub forming portion 55 to provide 
a trunnion support for the roll .of tape 67. The case 
section 52 is provided with a ‘?ange or wall formation 
68 which extends around a portion of the periphery 
thereof and which terminates at a gripper jaw ‘formation 
69 extending laterally outwardly thereof and having an 
end portion 70 with a serrated end edge 71'. The wall 
formation 68 is extended at beneath the gripper jaw 
to provide a transversely extending edge or perch '73 which 
is braced or connected along the median line to the outer 
wall'74 of the jaw '69 by a reinforcing web 75, ‘thpls 
permitting aeeese te the tape hem either hide edge wat the 
jaw’ 69 when the ,case sections are in open position as 
shown in Fig. 8. The wall 74 of the jaw ',69 is‘ of a Width 
su?lcient to ?t between the side webs 59 and ‘60 of the 
law 57 in ease seetien. 53. Wall 7.41ispreyided withleteh 
ing formation 76 and notch 76' for cooperating with notch 
61 and latching element ‘62 to retain the case sections in 
closed condition. A pair of feet 77 and 78 are arranged 
on the peripheral edges of rim portions 53 and Q4, ‘re 
spectively. The feet 77 and 78 each move with the 
case sections to which they are attached so that when 
the ease Seetiehe are assembled in eleeed rivetally eeh 
neeted' relation they may he readily moved to eaeh'the 
ease by pressure applied to the ends 7.9 and 80' at the 

feet 77 and ‘7h- The letehing elements the. la. n1 hers 57 and 69 are disengaged by pressnre- applied to the 
feet er they may be separately disengaged- The assembly 
and operation of the’ ease Seetiens' v152, anti. 5-’! with the 
hell, of tape :67 is, 9? sense the same ee'sleserihed with 
respect to case 10. > ' ' ‘ 

Referees to Figs- l.1 211.51 12 there ere twe 
forth? ef eehheetihg theehe' fer ettafehiag the two? ease 
seetiehe tegether ih‘ riveted relatieh- In Fig.- 11 the 
shutting feees er wells of the ease eeetiehs $1 and 85.1 
are ~Perfereted at the eehter and an internally threaded 
grommet .8318 ree'itiqhesi in the aligned arerthtes whieh 
felee'ivee. a meehihe serew 84-‘ Apprerriate washers 8.5 
ehdvge may’ he used at the. earl hi the sretnmet 8.3, it 
deeired- This eehetruetieh Permits disaesealhly'ehd re. 
hs'eef' the eefse'hy reléleeihs'e. eéeht roll at are with a 
fresh roll. 'i ' 

In Fig- 12 the Well seetiehs .90 and 91. Qt the We easing 
member's ere'eehheetee ih thee-t0 feee Pirated reletieh 
hr previdhig e laterally erteheihg e11; er met 92 er! ehe 
w'ah‘w'hi’ch is hearth 9.3 anally Slit $9 at: it will 
eehheet' ehel then eXréntlhfter ihsertieh'ih the aperture 
94. pi'evided, in the ‘ether well 91- This eehstirhetien 
permits a snapassembly of the‘ case sections. 9 

In Fig. l3 a modi?ed gripper struet'nre is shown 
in which an integral” 95 on one container 
section 96 extendsi'outiva’rdly at the end of ‘the periph 
eral Well of the‘ .Seetieh. 3113.115. rrevitied with serrations 
97 at the outer margin and a rib formation 98 immedi 
ately adjacent the same. The rib ‘98 is arranged to be 
received in a cooperating ‘recess 99 in the~ opposed 
gripper jaw 100." "The gripper'jaw 100 extends‘ out 
wardly at the end of’thé peripheral wall of ‘the other 
container section 101 and'yis'j'provided' with serrations 
102. The rib 98 and recess" 99icooplerate' to securely 
grip the tape as it is fed between the jaw members, 
thereby engaging theftape'in clamping'relation over a 
substantial ‘surface’ area. A modi?ed latching arrange 
ment is illustrated in form which comprises an in 
wardly extending deteht 1.03 ea the side. Well. of one 
eehteiher Seetieh. 9r, and. e. reeeee 1.124. fer reeeirihe the 
same in latching reletieh in. the. feeihg, edge of, the. pe 
ripherel Well of the ether eehteiher eeetieh 1.9.1. 

Referrihg. new is Fig.S.-. 14. and, 1,5 there is illustrated 
e further fehh ef the ihvehtieh Whieh, is. particularly. 
adapted te disrehee. a plurality of tells 9t tene.-_ ‘The. 
we 1.10 1'8 fehhed. in the Same. mehher age. the. ease in 
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6 
Fig.- 1 eXeePt fer the width ef the same and the de 
tails of the cooperating tape gripping jaw members or 
formations 111 and 112. Jaw member 111 is attached 
to the case section 113 while the jaw member 112 ‘is 
attached to the section 114 and the two sections 113 
and 114 are assembled with the tape rolls 115, 116 and 
117 arranged so that they are rotatable with reference 
to each other and the ends can be withdrawn between 
the jaw members 111 and 112. The jaw ‘member 111 
as illustrated comprises an outwardly extending plate 
or body portion 118 which is joined to the peripheral 
wall or ?ange section 119 and which has an angled or 
turned over end 120. The end 120 of the jaw member 
111 is divided or stepped according to the width of the 
tape on the rolls 115, 116 and 117. Each of the stepped 
portions of the jaw end 120 is provided on its face edge 
with serrations 121, 122 and 123. The jaw member 111 
is joined at one side edge by the web portion 124 with 
the side wall of the casing section 113 and a latching 
notch 125 is provided in the free edge thereof. A 
latch member 126 ‘is provided on the other side edge 
of the jaw. The other jaw 112 is provided on its angled 
end edge 127 with stepped portions 128, 129 and 130 
which correspond to the stepped portions on the jaw 
1111 and which are serrated in the same manner. Jaw 
112 is also provided with laterally extending stepped 
web portions 131, 132 and 133 spaced inwardly of jaw 
edge portions 128, 129 and 130 respectively, which pro 
vide a perch for the tape end of each of the rolls 115, 
116 and 117. At the one end the jaw 112 is connected 
by a web 134 with the side wall of the case section 114 
and the free edge of the web 134 is notched at 135 to 
receive the cooperating latch member 126 on the jaw 111. 
The latch and notch arrangement on the tape gripping 
jaw members 111 and ‘112 is the same as describedfor 
case'10 (Figs. 1 to 6). The case section 114 is pro 
vided with a pair of supporting feet 136 which are 
formed on the peripheral wall or ?ange 137 thereof and 
which serve to support the container in an upright posi 
tion. The opposite case section 113 with‘ its peripheral 
wall 116 and gripper jaw 111 is movable or'rotatable 
about the center of the case to open and close the same. 
for providing access to the several rolls of tape which 
are mounted therein. The tape is dispensed in the same 
manner eta-described with respeet to the other forms of 
the invention. The multiple roll type of case is, of 
course, especially suitable for use in hospitals, or the like,’ 
where considerable quantities of tape material of various 
widths are required. ' 
In the several forms of the container which are de 

scribed a perch (at 41 in Figs. 1 to 6,)‘ is provided for sup, 
porting the end of the tape adjacent the tear-of or saws 
tooth gripper surfaces. In dispensing certain materials‘, 
such as pressure sensitive tape the perch may be omitted 
and the‘ end of the tape allowed to adhere to the serrated 
jaw edges until it is pulled loose to feed out of the con 
tainer the desired length. ‘ 

While speci?c materials and details of construction 
have been referred to in describing the illustrated forms 
of the invention it will be understood that other mate 
rials and other details of construction may be resorted 
to within the spirit of the invention. 

I claim: . 

1. In a dispensing container for a roll of tape, rela 
tively movable complementary casing sections having 
the general form of the roll of tape when assembled in 
casing forming rotation and having movable peripheral 
wall sections providing an opening for feeding‘ there 
through desired lengths of the tape, and radially'extending 
circumferentially spaced transverse feet on said container 
for supporting the same in upright position one. support 
ing surface, said feet each being mounted on one of said 
container sections whereby movement of said feet opens 
and closes said peripheral tape feeding opening; 

2__, In a dispensing container for a roll‘ of tape, reiae 
tiyely- movable complementary casing sections, having. 
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the general form of the roll of tape when assembled in 
casing forming relation, means for supporting a roll of 
tape in freely rotatable relation within said container, 
said casing sections being axially rotatable and having 
movable peripheral wall sections to provide a peripheral 
opening for feeding therethrough desired lengths of the 
tape, tape gripping jaws adjacent the ends of said 
peripheral wall sections and peripherally extending feet 
on said casing sections for supporting the same in upright 
postion on a supporting surface, said feet providing op— 
positely directed abutment surfaces for manual engage 
ment to rotate said casing sections. 

3. In a tape dispensing device a container comprising 
cooperating relatively short tubular sections arranged for 
rotation about their longitudinal axis, said tubular sections, 
having end walls and peripheral wall portions movable 
therewith to provide a dispensing opening upon relative 
rotation of the tubular sections, cooperating tape support 
ing and gripping jaws adjacent the ends of said wall por 
tions adapted to be moved by rotation of said tubular sec- = 
tions into tape gripping relation, said jaws having con 
fronting faces provided with serrated margins and coop 
erating tape roll supporting means extending inwardly of 
said end walls. 

4. In a tape dispensing device as recited in claim 3 
and said tape roll supporting means including readily sepa 
rable means whereby said tubular sections are connected 
for relative axial rotation. 

5. A container for dispensing a plurality of separate 
rolls of tape, comprising cooperating casing forming sec 
tions arranged in the form of an elongate tube with the 
ends closed and having relatively movable peripheral 
wall sections provided with outwardly extending cooper 
ating gripper jaw formations, said gripper jaw formations 
having opposed gripping surfaces in stepped relation across 
the length of the container corresponding to the widths 
of the several rolls of tape adapted to be received therein 
and having cooperating opposed tearing edges to permit 
desired lengths of tape to be torn from selected rolls 
without disturbing adjoining rolls. 

6. A container as recited in claim 5 and latch ele 
ments for retaining said gripper jaw formations in closed 
relation. . 

7. A container as recited in claim 5 and one of said 
gripper jaw formations having laterally extending stepped 
web formations spaced inwardly of the tearing edges 
thereof providing a perch for the end of the tape on 
each of the respective rolls therein. 

8. A tape dispensing container comprising two co 
operating container members adapted when assembled to . 
form an annular casing of the general shape of a roll 
of tape, said members being connected for rotation about 
a common axis and having peripheral wall sections mov 
able with said members to provide a peripheral opening 
for dispensing the tape and cooperating tape holding . 
and gripping jaw formations extending outwardly of 
said wall sections in opposed relation and adapted to 
engage the tape at spaced longitudinal points as it 
is fed through the opening and to permit the lead 
ing end of the tape to be readily torn off, and said jaw 11' 
formations having cooperating serrated surfaces adapted 
to provide a severing line for tearing off the desired 
length of tape. 

9. A tape dispensing container comprising two com 
plementary container members adapted, when assembled, 
to form an annular casing of the general shape of a roll 
of tape, said members being connected for rotation about 
a common axis and each having a peripheral wall section 
movable therewith to provide a peripheral opening for dis 
pensing the tape. and cooperating tape holding and grip 
ping jaw members extending radially outwardly of said 
wall sections adjacent the juxtaposed ends of said sec 
tions, said jaw members being adapted to engage the 
tape as it is fed through the opening along longitudinally 
spaced transversely extending lines, one ‘of said jaw 
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8 
members having a sharp terminal edge to facilitate tear 
ing of the tape and a transversely extending rib forma 
tion providing a perch for supporting the tape which 
is spaced radially inwardly of said terminal edge where 
by to retain the new end of the tape in an accessible 
position as successive lengths are severed therefrom, and 
a reinforcing web extending between said rib formations 
of said jaw member intermediate the side edges of 
said jaw member. 

10. A tape dispensing container comprising cooperat 
ing annular container sections having ?ange formations 
adapted to be positioned in sliding telescoping relation 
and having coaxial hub formations extending inwardly of 
the container and adapted to be pivotally connected in 
aligned relation for receivingthereon a roll of tape, said 
?ange formations each extending around a portion of the 
periphery of said sections and providing a peripheral 
opening for dispensing the tape, said ?ange formations 
terminating at the end de?ning the opening, cooperating 
tape holding gripper jaws, which gripper jaws extend 
radially and outwardly of said ?ange formation and into 
opposed relation so that upon rotation of said container 
sections relative to each other about their pivotal con 
nection said gripper jaws move into and out of confront 
ing relation for gripping therebetween an end portion of 
the tape which is withdrawn from the container through 
the dispensing opening, whereby to permit the leading 
end of the tape to be readily torn off, said jaws having 
cooperating serrated surfaces adapted to provide a sev 
ering line for tearing off the desired length of tape. 

11. A tape dispensing container comprising two com 
plementary container members adapted when assembled 
to form an annular casing of the general shape of a roll 
of tape, said members being connected for rotation about 
a common axis and each having a peripheral wall section 
movable with said member to provide a peripheral open 
ing for dispensing the tape and complementary tape 
holding and gripping jaw members extending radially and 
outwardly of said wall sections adjacent the juxtaposed 
ends of said sections, said jaw members terminating in 
relatively sharp substantially aligned tearing edges, said 
jaw members being arranged to move into confronting 
relation and to grip the tape on opposite faces as it is 
fed through the opening, one of said jaw members hav 
ing a relatively narrow transversely extending ledge for 
mation providing a perch for supporting the tape, which 
ledge formation is spaced radially inwardly of said ter 
minal edge and which is separated from said terminal 
edge by a recess providing ?nger clearance for grasping 
the end of the tape, whereby to retain the new end of 
the tape in an accessible position where it may be readily 
grasped as successive lengths are severed therefrom. 

12. A tape dispensing container as recited in claim 11 
wherein said ledge formation is located on the end edge 
of the peripheral ?ange from which the adjacent jaw 
member extends and which de?nes one side of the dis 
pensing opening. 

13. A tape dispensing container comprising two com 
plementary container members adapted when assembled 
to form an annular casing of the general shape of a roll 
of tape, said members being connected for rotation about 
a common axis and each having a peripheral wall section 
movable with said member to provide a peripheral open 
ing for dispensing the tape, and cooperating tape holding 

_ and gripping jaw members extending radially and out 
wardly of said wall sections adjacent the juxtaposed ends 
of said sections, said jaw members being adapted to 
engage the tape as it is fed through the opening along 
longitudinally spaced transversely extending lines, one 
of said jaw members having a relatively narrow trans 
versely extending ledge formation providing a perch for 
supporting the tape, which ledge formation is spaced in 
wardly of the terminal edge of said jaw member, and 
said jaw member having a recess extending inwardly of 
at least one side edge thereof between said ledge forma 
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tion and the terminal edge of said jaw member, said 
recess providing ?nger clearance for ready access to the 
tape whereby the end of the tape may be readily grasped 
and released from said perch. 

14. A tape dispenser as recited in claim 9 with inter 
engaging latch elements on said jaw members to nor 
mally hold said container members in closed jaw engag 
ing relation. 

15. A container as recited in claim 5 and perch form 
ing ledges spaced inwardly of one of said jaw forma 
tions and in corresponding stepped relation across the 
length of the container providing a perch for the end of 
the tape of the respective rolls therein. 

16. A container as recited in claim 5 and perch form 
ing ledges spaced inwardly of one of said jaw formations 
and in corresponding stepped relation across the length 
of the container providing a perch for the end of the 
tape of the respective rolls therein, said perch forming 
ledges being separated from said jaw formation by a 
recess of substantial depth su?’icient to permit the inser 
tion of the ?ngers beneath the tape. 

Or 

19 
17. A container as recited in claim 5 and perch form 

ing ledges on the end of the peripheral wall of one of 
said casing forming sections, which ledges, are spaced 
inwardly of one of the jaw formations and in stepped 
relation corresponding to the stepped relation of said jaw 
formation providing a perch for the end of the tape on 
each of the respective rolls therein. 
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