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This invention relates to a polycrystalline ceramic 
material which is suitable for use in translating electrical 
energy to mechanical energy or for translating mechanical 
energy to electrical energy. 

In recent years it has been discovered that certain poly 
crystalline ceramic materials, consisting essentially of 
barium titanate ?red to rather high temperatures, are 
useful in translating electrical energy to mechanical en 
ergy' or‘ for translating mechanical energy to electrical 
energy. A device utilizing such material is described 
and claimed in United States Letters Patent No. 2,486,560, 
granted on November 1, 1949, on an application of 
Robert B. Gray, ?led on September 20, 1946. 

Transducers of the type here under consideration have 
come into a rather extensive amount of use, particularly 
for certain applications. Most of these transducers have 
been composed almost wholly of barium titanate with 
only the usual commercial impurities and with relatively 
small percentages of other materials as additions. A 
very large amount of Work has gone into research for 
various addition materials which will improve the oper- ., 
ating characteristics of such polycrystalline ceramic ma 
terial for its intended purpose. Most of the transducers of 
the type here under consideration have been given a 
permanent polarization by the application thereto of a 
rather high D. C. voltage during the manufacturing proc 
ess. One of the improvements which has been sought in 
the research mentioned above has been an increase in the 
coe?icients which relate the electrical energy applied to 
the material to the mechanical energy derived from the 
material or vice versa. Applicant has discovered a 
material which is greatly improved in this respect. 

It is an object of the invention, therefore, to provide 
an improved polycrystalline ceramic material for use in 
converting electrical energy to mechanical energy or for 
use in converting mechanical energy to electrical energy. 

It is a speci?c object of the invention to provide a 
prepolarized polycrystalline ceramic material which has 
a relatively large electromechanical coefficient for elec 
trical signals applied in the direction of the polarization 
to produce strains at right angles to this direction. 

It is still another object of the invention to provide an 
improved polycrystalline ceramic material which has 
operating characteristics which are relatively stable at 
normal ambient temperatures. 

In accordance with the invention, a body of a ceramic 
material consists essentially of barium titanate in an 
amount greater than 96% and less than 98.5% by 
weight and zirconia in an amount less than 4% and 
greater than 1.5% by weight. The body of the ceramic 
material is permanently polarized in a given direction 
to exhibit electromechanical transducing properties with 
an electromechanical transducing coefficient at normal 
ambient temperatures substantially greater than 7X10‘3 
volt-meter per newton for mechanical pressures and 
corresponding strains at right angles to the direction of 
polarization to produce voltages in the direction of polar— 
ization. 
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In accordance with a feature of the invention, an elec 

tromechanical transducer device comprises a dielectric 
body of the composition just mentioned, electrodes on 
opposed surfaces of the body for translating the electrical 
energy transduced therein, and mechanical means cou 
pled to the body for translating the mechanical energy 
transduced therein. 
The novel features which are believed to be character 

istic of the invention are set forth with particularity in 
the appended claims. The invention itself, however, both 
as to its application and method of operation, together 
with other and further advantages thereof, will best be 
understood by reference to the following speci?cation 
taken in connection with the accompanying drawings. 

l of the drawings shows various temperature 
capacitance curves utilized in explaining certain features 
of the invention; Fig. 2 comprises curves which illus 
trate certain electromechanical characteristics of the ma 
terial or" the invention and a comparable characteristic‘ of 
a material comprised almost wholly of barium titanate; 
Fig. 3 comprises curves showing how one of the electro 
mechanical characteristics of a material of the inven 
tion varies with the. amount of zirconia added to the 
material; Fig. 4 comprises curves showing how the fre 
qr ency constant of one of the materials of the invention 
v: ies in comparison with a material comprised almost 
wholly of barium titanate; and Fig. 5 shows in perspective 
an electromechanical transducing device incorporating 
the material of the invention. 

Referring now more particularly to Fig. l of the draw 
ings, there is there shown a curve 10 which illustrates 
how the coe?icient of capacitance of a barium titanate 
body, ?red to a high temperature, varies with temperature. 
in making any of the bodies to be considered hereafter. 
the ingredients in ?nely powdered form are thoroughly 
mixed and thereafter formed by any of the conventional 
ceramic processes as, for example, by pressing, casting, or 
extruding. Commercially available barium titanate ordi 
..= 15y contains as impurities addition materials of less 
than 2% after ?ring and it is to be understood that appli 
cant, by specifying a material consisting “essentially of” 
barium titanate, or any of the other materials mentioned. 
intends to include a material which may have up to this 
speci?ed percentage of the various addition materials 
which are normally present in the commercial material 
such as the oxides of strontium, calcium, sodium, alumi 
num, and silicon. These impurities which are generally 
present in the commercial materials are usually sui?cient 
to serve as a ceramic bond when the formed material is 
?red to high temperature. However, in the event that 
the barium titanate used does not contain impurities 
suitable for ?uxing, it may be necessary to add to the ma 
terial a small amount of a ?ux such as silica to serve 
as a ceramic bond. The ceramic material produced by 
?ring barium titanate to a high temperature, for example 
within the range of 1300° C. to 1400° C., may be perm“ 
nently polarized to exhibit a permanent electromechanical 
activity in the manner described in the above-mentioned 
Gray patent or may be polarized simply by the applica 
tion thereto of a high unidirectional voltage at room tem 
perature. l’referably this D. C. voltage is of the order 
of 25,000 volts per centimeter and is maintained for a 
sufficient time to induce a permanent effect on the 
electromechanical transducing properties or activity of 
the body. Actually it is found that the electromechanical 
activity of the body is usually somewhat higher immedi 
ately after the polarizing voltage is removed but that 
within 24 hours the effect apparently stabilizes and is 
thereafter maintained at a uniform value substantially 
ide?nitely if the material is not thereafter subjected to 
high temperatures and/or voltages. t will therefore be 
understood that applicant intends the term “perma 
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nently polarized” herein to refer to the e?ect in the 
material present at least 24 hours after the polarizing 
voltage has been removed and substantially inde?nitely 
thereafter, or at least for a period of several months. 

It will be seen that the capacitance of barium titanate 
shown by curve 10 of Fig. 1 increases rapidly in the higher 
temperature range. Actually it reaches a maximum in 
the neighborhood of 120° C. and thereafter decreases. 
This point of maximum capacitance is herein called the 
“primary transition” point. Also, it will be seen that 
there is a minor transition point in the Vicinity of 10° C. 
This is hereinafter called the “secondary transition point,” 
meaning the next point below the primary transition point 
where there is a sudden decrease in slope of the capaci 
tance variation as the temperature is increased. This 
secondary transition point is seen to occur within the 
range of normal ambient temperatures. As used in this 
speci?cation, the expression “normal ambient tempera 
tures” is intended to mean the range of temperatures 
normally encountered due to weather conditions in nature, 
say, for example, from about 0° C. to around 40° C. 
For some transducer applications, the capacitance vari 

ations of barium titanate mentioned above are trouble 
some. Many materials which have been added in small 
percentages to barium titanate in the research mentioned 
above have had the elfect of lowering the primary transi 
tion point appreciably. Moreover, most of such addition 
materials have also shown a decided tendency detriment 
ally to affect the electromechanical characteristics of the 
resulting material. In general, this is true regardless of 
the form in which the materials are added in the mixture 
before ?ring. Curve 11, for example, shows the char 
acteristic of a barium titanate material to which 2% by 
weight of stannic oxide (shoe) has been added, while 
curve 12 shows the corresponding characteristic of a 
material containing an addition of 4% by weight of bari~ 
um stannate (BaSnOs). 
One addition material which has been used in elec 

tromechanically sensitive materials of the general type 
here under consideration has been lead, added in the 
form of lead titanate. This addition has been found to 
have the effect of shifting the secondary transition point 
lower in the temperature scale, as shown by the curve 
14 of Fig. 1. Barium titanate material including about 
4% lead titanate by weight has found some use commer 
cially for the reason that it has acceptable coe?icients 
relating electrical energy to mechanical energy and the 
secondary transition point is shifted below the range of 
normal ambient temperatures or at least low in this 
range. 

Applicant has discovered that the addition of small 
amounts of zirconium oxide (ZrOz), or zirconia, has the 
effect of shifting the secondary transition point appreci 
ably upwards in the temperature scale and has further dis 
covered that, if the resulting material is polarized at a 
temperature below this secondary transition point, the 
coe?icients relating electrical energy to mechanical en 
ergy, or vice versa, are materially increased. Zirconium 
compound additions have the unique property of shift 
ing the secondary transition point upwards more than 
they shift the primary point downwards. A result of a 
suitable addition of zirconia, as will appear hereinbelow, 
is that such ceramic materials having remanent electro 
static polarization in a given direction provide increased 
electromechanical response coe?icients at normal am 
bient temperatures, as compared at such temperatures 
with polarized barium titanate ceramic material without 
the addition of zirconia. Of special interest is the 
fact that mechanical stresses or pressures applied per 
pendicular to the direction of polarization, the corre 
sponding mechanical strains of course also being at right 
angles to the direction of polarization, produce large 
voltages in the direction of polarization. This coef?cient 
is hereinafter called “gar.” The temperature-capacitance 
curve of a material comprised almost wholly of barium 
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titanate (BaTiOs) with an addition of 2% by weight of 
zirconia (ZrOz) is shown in curve 15 of Fig. 1. A 
corresponding curve for a material in which the addition 
is 4% by weight of barium zirconate (BaZrOs) is shown 
in curve 16. 
The gel constant for a material containing essentially 

barium titanate and polarized below its secondary transi 
tion point as a function of temperature is shown in curve 
18 of Fig. 2. It will be seen that, as the temperature is 
?rst increased and then decreased, the resulting $1 con 
stant obtained for any particular temperature below the 
secondary transition point is lower after the material 
has been treated above the secondary transition point. 
These constants are given in terms of 10—3 volt-meter/ 
newton. A corresponding curve for barium titanate con 
taining approximately 2% by weight of zirconia is shown 
in curve 19 of Fig. 2. It will be seen that the gal 
coef?cient in the temperature range around 25° C. is sub 
stantially constant for the material with the zirconia addi 
tion and, furthermore, that it is substantially higher than 
that available at the same temperature from the material 
which consists essentially of barium titanate, even though 
the latter material may have been polarized at a tempera 
ture well below room temperature as represented by the 
upper portion of curve 18, provided that the material con 
taining zirconia has not been exposed to a temperature 
above its secondary transition after polarization below 
this point. 
The curves of Fig. 3 illustrate the variation in the 

characteristics of the material with various percentages 
of the zirconia addition. Thus the curve 20 shows how the 
primary transition point varies with increasing amounts 
of zirconia. Speci?cally, this primary transition point 
is around 120° C. for a barium titanate material with 
no zirconia present and drops to around 75° C. when 
about 8% zirconia by weight is added. The manner in 
which the secondary transition point is raised by the 
addition of the zirconia is illustrated by the curve\21. 
Here it is seen that the secondary transition point for 
barium titanate having no zirconia present is near 15° C. 
and increases to some 75° C. with approximately 8% 
by weight of zirconia. 
The manner in which the g31 constant varies over the 

temperature range under consideration is illustrated in 
Fig. 3 by the curve 22. Since, from the curve 19 of 
Fig. 2 it is seen that the gin constant of the material in 
creases very radically when the material is polarized and 
operated below the secondary transition point, it is very 
desirable, therefore, to keep normal operation of the ma 
terial within this range. It is furthermore desirable, in 
order to extend the operating range as much as possi 
ble, to have the secondary transition point as high in the 
temperature range as is reasonably feasible. Under these 
conditions, it is readily seen from the curves of Fig. 3 

"- that the most desirable operating characteristics of the 
material are provided when the amount of zirconia add 
ed is about 2% by weight, although it is also seen that 
very much improved operating characteristics are pro 
vided when the material has less than 4% but greater 
than 1.5% zirconia by weight. It will be understood 
that the remainder of the material, namely, 96% to 
98.5% by weight, is essentially barium titanate. It is 
also seen from Fig. 2 that the 2% addition of zirconia 
produces a g31 electromechanical transducing coe?icient 
at normal ambient temperatures which is well above 
7 ><10—3 volt-meter per newton. To some extent, the 
addition of zirconia herein disclosed facilitates the for 
mation of a ceramic bond, so that smaller amounts of 
other glass-forming oxides, such as silica, are needed. 
It will be evident that, in utilizing these operating char 
acteristics to carry out transducing between the two types 
of energy designated as electrical energy and mechani 
cal energy, the electrical signal energy or the mechani 
cal energy is applied from a source of one of these types 
of energy to a dielectric body of a ceramic material hav 
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ing the aforementioned composition, whereupon energ, 
0f the other of these types, transduced in the body from 
the applied energy, is derived from the material of the 
body, as is evidenced in well known manner by the de 
velopment and utilization of mechanical signal force or 
motion or of electrical signal current or potential. 
The materials involved in the practice of the inven 

tion also have another operating characteristic which is 
very valuable in some applications due to the fact that 
the frequency constant of the material is relatively stable 
over the range of normal ambient temperatures. Many 
of the ceramic transducers of the type here under con 
sideration are operated at a resonance, or at a frequency 
sufficiently near a resonance of the body involved that 
the operation of the device is controlled to a considerable 
extent by the resonance involved. Temperature changes 
in such bodies comprised almost wholly of barium ti 
tanate have a very strong tendency to shift the frequency 
of the resonance involved and this is very undesirable in 
most cases. Referring to Fig. 4, the frequency constant, 
or the frequency at which a unit length of the material is 
resonant, versus temperature is shown in curve 24 for 
barium titanate. It will be seen that there is a very sharp 
dip in the curve in the vicinity of 15° C. The corre 
sponding curve for a body compirsed of barium titanate 
with an addition of 3% of zirconia is shown in curve 25. 
It will be seen that this curve is relatively stable over 
the range of normal ambient temperatures. Thus bodies 
composed of this material have very much less tendency 
to change in resonant frequency than does a body com 
posed of barium titanate over the range of normal am 
bient temperatures. The material having 3% zirconia 
was chosen purely for the purpose of an example and it 
will be understood that all of the bodies comprising 
barium titanate plus a zirconia addition within the range 
of 1.5% and 4% are much more stable in this respect 
than is a body composed wholly of barium titanate. 
The following chart is provided, comparing the gar 

constants of various compositions polarized at room tem 
perature: 

l0—3 volt-meter/ newton 
BaTiog ___________________________________ __ D 

BaTiO3+2% ZrOz _________________________ __ 7.6 

BaTiOs—|-3% BaSnOs _______________________ __ 4.6 

BaTiOs-|—4% PbTiOs _______________________ __ 4.2 

BaTiO3+4% BHZIO3 _______________________ __ 4.0 

It will thus be seen that applicant, by his invention, 
has provided a ceramic dielectric body of a material 
which has greatly improved operating characteristics and, "' 
speci?cally, a much greater electro-mechanical activity 
in the normal range of operating temperatures. The 
material of the invention may be illustrated in the form 
of an elongated ceramic body arranged for use as an 
electromechanical transducer. As shown in the perspec 
tive view of Fig. 5, the body 30 is fastened in an upright 
position on a suitable base surface. One of the major 
faces of the body is provided with a thin conductive elec 
trode St. The other major face, hidden in the ?gure, 
has a similar electrode. Electrical leads connect the 
electrodes individually with a pair of terminals 33. The 
free end of the body 30 carries a stylus 34 securely 
clamped thereto for translating the mechanical motion 
associated with electromechanical transducing in the 
body 34. 

It is assumed that the body 30 has been permanently 
polarized in the thickness direction by the application of 
a high unidirectional voltage across the terminals 33. 
As mentioned hereinabove, the application of mechani 
cal stresses in a direction perpendicular to the direction 
of polarization produces large voltages in the direction of 
polarization. In this case stresses applied so as to move 
the stylus 34 in a vertical direction, as indicated in Fig. 
5 by the double arrow, cause the generation of corre 
sponding signal voltages across the terminals .33. It will 
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be understood that, conversely, the application of signal 
voltages across the terminals produces corresponding 
lengthwise strains in the bar 30 and vertical motion of 
the stylus 34. 

Accordingly there is provided an electromechanical 
transducer device, which may or may not be operated at 
a resonance as discussed hereinabove with reference to 
ceramic transducer devices, comprising a ceramic di 
electric body 30, consisting essentially of barium titanate 
and 1.5 %—4% zirconia, with electrodes, such as the elec 
trode 31, on opposed surfaces of the body for translat 
ing the electrical energy transduced in the body and with 
mechanical means, such as the stylus 34, coupled to the 
body for translating the mechanical energy transduced 
therein. The ceramic material of the body advantageous 
ly is in a condition of remanent electrostatic polarization 
to permit transducing from electrical to mechanical sig 
nal energy, or vice versa, without the continuous appli 
cation of a polarizing potential but with the high electro 
mechanical responses indicated hereinabove, 

While there have been described what are at present 
considered to be the preferred embodiments of the in 
vention, it will be obvious to those skilled in the art that 
various changes and modifications may be made therein 
without departing from the invention and it is, therefore, 
aimed to cover all such modi?cations and changes as 
fall within the true spirit and scope of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An electromechanical transducer device, compris 

ing: a dielectric body of a ceramic material consisting 
essentially of barium titanate in an amount greater than 
96% and less than 98.5% by weight and zirconia in an 
amount less than 4% and greater than 1.5 % by weight; 
electrodes on opposed surfaces of said body for trans 
lating the electrical energy transduced therein; and me 
chanical means coupled to said body for translating the 
mechanical energy transduced therein. 

2. An electromechanical transducer device, compris 
ing: a dielectric body of a ceramic material consisting 
essentially of approximately 98% by Weight of barium 
titanate and approximately 2% by Weight of zirconia; 
electrodes on opposed surfaces of said body for trans 
lating the electrical energy transduced therein; and me 
chanical means coupled to said body for translating the 
mechanical energy transduced therein. 

3. An electromechanical transducer device, compris 
ing a dielectric body of a ceramic material consisting es 
sentially of barium titanate in an amount greater than 
96% and less than 98.5% by weight and zirconia in an 
amount less than 4% and greater than 1.5 % by weight, 
said ceramic material having remanent electrostatic po 
larization in a given direction to provide increased elec 
tromechanical response coe?icients at normal ambient 
temperatures, as compared with polarized barium titanate 
ceramic material without said zirconia, including an elec 
tromechanical transducing coe?icient at normal ambient 
temperatures greater than 7X10“3 volt-meter per newton 
for mechanical pressures and corresponding strains at 
right hangles to said direction of polarization to pro 
duce voltages in said direction of polarization; electrodes 
on opposed surfaces of said body for translating the elec 
trical signal energy transduced therein; and mechanical 
means coupled to said body for translating the mechani 
cal energy transduced therein. 

4-. A body of a ceramic material consisting essentially 
of barium titanate in an amount greater than 96% and 
less than 98.5% by weight and zirconia in an amount 
less than 4% and greater than 1.5 % by weight and per 
manently polarized in a given direction to exhibit elec 
tromechanical transducing properties with an electrome 
chanical transducing coe?icient at normal ambient tem— 
peratures substantially greater than 7Xl0-3 volt-meter 
per newton for mechanical pressures and corresponding 
strains at right angles to said direction of polarization to 
produce voltages in said direction of polarization. 
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5. A body of a ceramic material consisting essentially 
of approximately 98% by Weight of barium titanate and 
approximately 2% by weight of zirconia and permanent 
ly polarized in a given direction to exhibit electrome 
chanical transducing properties with an electromechani 
cal transducing coef?cient at normal ambient tempera 
tures substantially greater than 7><10—3 volt-meter per 
newton for mechanical pressures and corresponding 
strains at right angles to said direction of polarization 
to produce voltages in said direction of polarization. 10 
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