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This invention relates to pivotal containers and par 
ticularly containers for service parts of machinery or 
appliances. 
An object of the invention is to equip an open-topped 

container with a removable false bottom, adapted to 
be installed upon partially ?lling the container and serv 
ing as a support for the top portion of the container 
contents, whereby it is necessary to remove such false 
bottom following a predetermined depletion of the con 
tents, thus warning an attendant that the container should 
be re?lled. 

Another object is to form said false bottom with a 
partially severed struck-up portion, facilitating installa 
tion and removal of the false bottom. 
Another object is to pivotally mount said container 

for a limited up and down tilting relative to its support, 
to form such support with an abutment determining 
the lower limit of such tilting, and to equip an end 
portion of said false bottom with a spacer which may 
be interposed between the container and said abutment 
by inverting the false bottom and disposing it beneath 
the container, whereby a desired uptilted position of 
the container will be established, identifying the con 
tainer as requiring re?lling. 
Another object is to adapt said spacer to further serve 

for spacing the false bottom predeterminedly above the 
true bottom of the container, when occupying the latter. 

Another object is to dispose said support at the rear 
of the container, to mount said spacer on the rear end 
of said false bottom, and to adapt the front wall of 
the container to support the corresponding end of the 
false bottom, when installed in the container. 

These and various other objects are attained by the 
construction hereinafter described and illustrated in the 
accompanying drawing, wherein: 

Fig. l is a perspective view of the container and its 
support, omitting the false bottom. 

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal vertical sectional view of the 
container in its lower limiting position, engaged with 
its support and having its false bottom installed. 

Fig. 3 is a similar view showing the upper limiting 
position of the container, with the false bottom ex 
teriorly applied to maintain such position. 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the false bottom in 
the inverted position which it occupies in Fig. 3. 

In these views, the reference characters 1 and 2 re 
spectively designate the front and back walls of an open 
topped container of primarily rectangular form, such 
container further comprising parallel side walls 3 and 
a true bottom 4. A lower portion of the front wall 
(and preferably its lower half) forms a ninety-degree 
arc, merging into the bottom 4. The top portions of 
the side walls similarly form a pair of rearward exten 
sions 5 from the container, and these are downwardly 
hooked to mount the container on a vertically upstand 
ing ?ange 6a of a support such as a horizontally dis 
posed angle bar 6. The notches 5a which give the ex 
tensions 5 a hook form are sufficiently wide to afford 
the container an up and down tilting through a desired 
angle as for example ?fteen degrees, it being preferred 
that the container be approximately horizontal, as per 
Fig. 3, at the upper limit of such tilting. Thus the 
container will incline downwardly toward its front end 
at about ?fteen degrees to the horizontal at the lower 
limit of its tilting travel. Said lower limit is estab 
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lished preferably by engagement of the wall 2 with 80 
the lower edge of the flange 6:: (Figs. 1 and 2). 
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A plate 7 is proportioned to removably ?t in the 
container, in an upwardly spaced and substantially par 
allel relation to the bottom 4, preferably dividing the 
container into approximately equal upper and lower com 
partments. Said plate forms a false bottom», Whose 
front edge is adapted to seat on the arcuate portion 
of the wall 1 substantially at the juncture of such por 
tion with the plane upper half of said wall. The rear 
end of said plate rigidly carries a leg 8 to abut the wall 
2 and seat on the bottom 4. As illustrated, such leg 
is formed by downwardly bending a rearward extension 
from the plate 7 transversely to such plate. Said leg 
has its lower margin forwardly bent to form a foot 
80, alfording the leg a substantial seat on the bottom 4. 
The plate 7 has an alternative use position (Fig. 3), 

in which it is disposed beneath and against the bottom 
4, with its leg 8 upwardly projecting rearward of the 
container, so as to adapt the foot 8a to serve as a spacer 
between the container and lower portion of the ?ange 
6a, whereby the container may be retained in its raised 
position. When thus disposed, the plate accurately es 
tablishes the proper spacer position of the foot 8a and 
resists any tendency of the leg 8 to tilt responsive to 
to the compression stress imposed on said foot by the 
container. Also the plate forms a convenient means 
for manipulating the foot 80 to or from its proper spacer 
location. 

Since the plate 7 has only slight clearance from the 
walls of the container when installed therein, it would 
be di?icult to remove the plate in absence of a handle 
thereon. As a simple and inexpensive means for equip 
ping the plate with a handle, a strip 9 marginal to the 
front edge of the plate is struck up from the latter, be 
ing severed except at its ends from the plate and form 
ing a grip by which the front end may be readily swung 
up to give ample access to its edge. 

In use of the described container, it normally receives 
the plate '7, as a false bottom, such plate being inserted 
after loading the container with su?icient service parts 
or other material to approximately ?ll the lower com 
partment. The material is initially kept clear of the 
wall 2, so as to avoid interference with positioning of 
the leg 8 against said wall, being pushed or shaken back 
after said leg is substantially in place. While a slight un 
occupied space Will thus ordinarily be left in the lower 
compartment, this is of no importance. When the plate 
7 is in place, as per Fig. 2, the upper compartment may 
then be ?lled. The primary utility of the described 
plate lies in the fact that it must be removed by the 
parts room attendant, following a predetermined de 
pletion of the container contents, thus very de?nitely 
calling attention to fact that replenishment is necessary. 
The quantity of material occupying the lower compart 
ment avoids necessity for immediate replenishment, this 
being desirable since, ordinarily, a few days may be 
required to ?ll the attendant’s order for further ma 
terial. 

Disposal of the plate 7 as per Fig. 3, upon its re 
moval from a container, secures two distinct advan 
tages. Thus such disposal assures a de?nite and readily 
accessible location of the plate, so that no time need be 
lost, when replacement of the plate in its normal position 
is again desirable. The uptilted position of the con 
tainer maintained by the plate, when underlying the 
container, serves as a constant indication of the need 
for re?lling and sharply distinguishes unduly depleted 
containers of a group from those requiring no atten 
tion. It is to be understood in this connection that 
a large number of the described containers will com 
monly be grouped upon the bar 6 or a set of such bars, 
providing storage for many different types of parts. 
The fact that the container is tilted downwardly at its 
forward end when its contents are adequate, facilitates 
access to and inspection of such contents. 
Use of the described dual purpose plate 7 adds little 

to cost of the described container, and greatly increases 
assurance that re?lling will be effected adequately in 
advance of complete depletion. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a pivotal container and its support, the com 

bination with an open-topped container having a true bot 
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tom and front and back Walls, of a support positioned 
in exterior proximity to said back wall, means pivoting 
the container on said support affording an up and down 
tiltingofthe container, such support including an abut 
ment‘ limiting down tilting of the container; a'plate 
positioned alternatively within and beneath the con 
tainerand proportioned to form a false bottom for the 
container when therein, and means carried by said plate 
at an end thereof for spacing such end above the true 
bottom of the container when the plate is within the 
container, and for spacing the container forwardly from 
said abutment to maintain an up tilted position of the 
container 'when the plate is positioned beneath the con 
tainer with said spacer means upwardly projecting in. 
exterior proximity to the back wall of the container. 

2.'A pivotal container and its support as set forth 
in claim 1,‘ said spacer means extending between the‘ 
container andsaid abutment and maintaining an vup 
tilted position of the container, when said plate is pre 
determinedly positioned beneath the container. 

3. A pivotal container and its support as set forth 
in claim 1, said spacer means comprising an end portion 
of said plate bent substantially transversely to the main 
body of the plate. _ 

4. A pivotal container and its support as set forth 
in claim 3, said end portion being terminally bent in 
substantial parallelism with the main bodyofjthe plate. 

5. In a pivotal container andfits ‘support, the‘ combina 
tion with an open-topped container having a true .bottom, 
a back wall and side walls, of support‘positioned in 
exterior proximity to said backdwall, means pivoting the‘ 
container on said support affording an up and down 
tilting of the container, such support including an abut~ 
ment limiting down tilting of the container, a plate 
alternatively positioned within the container ‘at an eleva 
tion above the true bottom and beneath the container 
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in proximity thereto and in substantial parallelism to the 
't'rue’bot'tom, such plate being proportioned to form a 
false bottom for the container when therein, and an 
element carried by the plate at an end thereof and pro 
jecting upwardly from the plate in exterior proximity to ' 
said back wall, when the plate is predeterminedly dis 
posed beneath the container, and reacting between the 

. container and said abutmenrto space the container for 
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wardl-y from said abutment and. thereby maintain‘ an 
uptil'ted position of the container. 

6. In a pivotal container as set forth in claim 5, said 
element having 'a spacer-forming free extremity engaged 
between. said abutment and the back wall of the con 

' tainer upon said predetermined disposal of the plate 
beneath the container. I 

7. A pivotal container as set forth in claim 5, said 
plate being held in place, when disposed beneath the 
container, by the clamping coaction of the container and’ 
said abutment. 
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