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This invention relates to an improved nutcracker 
adapted primarily for household use, the nutcracker being 
readily usable as an ordinary household vise. 
An object of this invention is to provide an improved 

device of the above character which includes a standard 
made of two sections, one of which being provided with 
a clamp in order to fasten to a supporting element such 
as a table, the other of the sections being adjustable with 
relation to the clamp section so that the upper part of the 
vise may be adjusted to a convenient angle for operation. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a canti 
lever beam at the upper end of the standard which has 
two jaws on it, one being screw operated for sliding move 
ment on the beam and the other being relatively ?xed on 
the beam after it is adjusted in selected positions in ac 
cordance with the preogative of the user of the device. 
A further object of this invention is to provide an im 

proved and novel passage assembly in one of the jaws of 
the device to provide a means of readily discharging nut 
shells, the passage assembly including a longitudinal pas 
sage which opens into the ori?ce of one of the face plates 
and a transverse passage which is in communication with 
the longitudinal passage so that the shells may be easily 
emptied. 

Other objects and features of importance will become 
apparent in following the description of the illustrated 
forms of the invention. 

In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is an elevational view of the device showing 

it applied to a convenient support; 
Figure 2 is a top view of the structure in Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is a sectional view taken substantially on the 

line 3—3 of Figure 1; 
Figure 4 is a sectional view taken on the line 4—4 of 

Figure 1; 
Figure 5 is a sectional view taken on the line 5—5 of 

Figure 1; 
Figure 6 is a perspective view of one of the jaws; 
Figure 7 is a perspective view of one of the jaw face 

plates, and 
Figure 8 is a modi?cation of the face plate which is 

adapted primarily for use as a part of a standard vise, that 
is, when the device does not function as a nutcracker. 

In the accompanying drawings, I have shown a suitable 
support 10 which may be a table or the like. A standard 
12 is connected to this support, the standard including a 
lower section 14 and an upper section 16, the ?rst or 
lower section being provided with a clamp while the sec 
ond or upper section has a laterally extending cantilever 
beam 18 ?xed thereto either by casting or other standard 
means. The clamp consists of a lower arm 20 adapted 
to be located below the support 10 and an upper arm 22 
adapted to be located above the support 10, the lower arm 
being provided with a standard screw 24 and operating 
handle 26 for it whereby the bearing plate 28 on the inner 
end of the screw is capable of being pressed ?rmly against 
the bottom surface of the support 10 and the inner surface 
of the upper plate correspondingly resting on the upper 
surface of the support 10. 

In order to attach the second section 16 to the ?rst sec 
tion 14, there is a stud 29 rising from the center part of 
the arm 22 and passing through an opening 30 in the 
center part of a plate 32 which extends laterally from the 
second section 16. There is a wing nut 34 adapted to bear 
against a washer 36 or directly against the top surface of 
the plate 32 so that upon tightening the nut 34 the plate 
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32 may be frictionally against the upper surface of the 
arm 22 thereby holding the second section 16 in an ad 
justed position with respect to the ?rst section 14. 

There is an internally threaded bore 38 arranged par 
allel to the beam 18, this internally threaded bore accom 
modating a screw 40 which has an operating handle 42 
at its outer end. The inner end of the screw is provided 
with a disc located in a recess 46 which is formed in one 
surface of the substantially rectangular jaw 48. A plate 
50 has an opening in it in which the inner non-threaded 
end of the screw 40 is disposed in order to hold the screw 
axially immovable with respect to the jaw 48 but rotatable 
with respect to the jaw. The plate 50 is held on the jaw 
48 by standard means, as screws. Accordingly, upon rota 
tion of the screw 40, the jaw 48 is slid axially of the beam. 
18 corresponding to the axial movement of the screw 40. 
The beam 18 is preferably rectangular in cross section 

and the jaw 48 is provided with a longitudinal substan 
tially rectangular in cross section passageway 52 in which 
the beam 18 is disposed. By virtue of this construction, 
the jaw 48 is slidably located on the beam. There is a 
second jaw 54 which is also provided with a longitudinal 
substantially rectangular in cross section passageway 56 
which is inserted on the beam 18 thereby mounting the 
second jaw in such a way that it is capable of sliding 
axially of the beam. However, there is a means of fasten 
ing the second jaw 54 on the beam 18 in selected positions 
axially of the beam. This means comprises a headed 
bolt 58 adapted to pass through any one of the number 
of transverse openings 60 provided in a spaced relation 
ship in the beam 18. The bolt has threads on its free 
end for receiving an internally threaded nut 62 which 
bears against the second jaw 54. 
The ?rst jaw 48 has a transverse passage 76 ex 

tending through it and a longitudinal passage 78 in 
communication therewith. This longitudinal passage 
tapers from the inner surface of the jaw outwardly to— 
ward the transverse passage 76 (Figure l) and the two 
passages cooperate to form a means of discharging nut 
shells after nuts, as the pecans 80, are cracked. The jaw 
54 is provided with a passage 82, this passage being sub 
stantially in the shape of a frustrum of a cone with the 
smaller diameter portion thereof being at the inner sur 
face of the jaw 54, that is, the surface which confronts 
the surface of the jaw 48 through which the passage 78 
opens. These confronting surfaces of the jaws 48 and 
54 are provided with a means of holding releasably plates 
84 or plates 86. This speci?c means comprises a pair of 
apertures 88 in each jaw confronting surface to accommo 
date the resilient lugs 90 of the plates 84 or the resilient 
lugs 92 of the plates 86. The plates 84 are illustrated 
as being substantially circular although other shapes will 
su?ice, and the plates 84 are provided with central ori 
?ces 94 in order to accommodate the ends of the nut 80 
or other types of nuts. The plates 84 are provided with 
cutting edges 96 on opposing faces of the plates and about 
the ori?ce 94. The cutting edges are produced by bevel 
ing or tapering the ori?ces 94 away from the cutting 
edges. To apply the plates 84, it is only necessary to 
press the resilient lugs, which may be spring steel or the 
like, into the apertures 88. To remove them, the plates 
84 are simply pried from the jaws 48 and 54. 

In order to use the device as a household vise, the 
plates 86 are substituted for the plates 84. The plates 
86 preferably comprise angle members having substan 
tially rectangular legs 99 and 100 joined together at right 
angles. Although this type of plate is preferable so that 
ample bearing surface for the plates 86 is provided, other 
shapes of plates may be used. It should also be under 
stood that the passages behind the ori?ces would be made 
large enough to accommodate the largest nut shell ends, 
however, each device will be supplied with several ori?ce 
plates, similar to plates 84, each having a dilferent di 
ameter ori?ce, in order to accommodate different size 
pecans. 
Having described the invention, what is claimed as 

new 1s: 

1. A nutcracker comprising a support having a beam 
extending laterally therefrom, a pair of jaws adjustably 
mounted on said beam, means adjustably interconnecting 
said beam and one of said jaws adjacent an outward 
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portion of said beam, adjusting means interconnecting 
the other of said jaws and said support, said jaws having 
opposed faces and having aligned openings, said openings 
merging into passages increasing in cross sectional area 
inwardly of said faces, one of said jaws having a passage 
therethrough intersecting its ?rst mentioned passage, said 
jaws having on their opposed faces plates having opposed 
faces, one of said faces of each plate being in contact 
with a jaw face, said plates having openings therethrough 
in register with the openings in said jaws and said open 
ings of said plates de?ning with said opposite faces cut~ 
ting edges, whereby when a nut is placed with its ends in 
said openings its shell will be cut and then crushed to 
free its meat. 

2. The combination of claim 1, wherein said jaws are 
slidable on said beam, said adjustably interconnecting 
means including said beam having a plurality of longi 
tudinally spaced apertures therethrough, said one of said 
jaws having an aperture therethrough adapted to register 
with a selected beam aperture whereby the jaw may be 
locked to the beam upon the insertion of a fastener 
through the aligned apertures. 

3. The combination of claim 1, wherein said plates 
have resilient lugs projecting from the jaw face contact 
ing faces thereof, said opposed faces of said jaws having 
recesses opening thereinto within which said lugs friction-r 
ally seat. 
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