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The present invention relates to an improved‘ golf tee. 
Golf tees in common use at the present time usually 

‘consist of pointed wooden dowels having enlarged heads 
formed with. concave recesses, for‘ supporting golf balls in 
position‘ for driving. These tees‘ often have been found 
unsatisfactory, however, because of the di?‘iculty involved 
in’ forcing‘ them‘ into position, particularly when the 
ground is dry and hard. As a result, much time is lost 
by players of the game of golf in “tceing up.” Not in 
frequently, moreover, these wooden tees are broken in 
the process of forcing them into the ground and, also, 
because they sometimes tip over before the player can 
drive the ball from them, such tees often constitute a 
“mental hazar ” and thus impair proper driving. Fur 
thermore, wooden tees have no provision for permitting 
adjustment of the height of the ball above the ground. 
One of the principal objects of the present invention, 

therefore, is to provide a simple and effective golf tee, 
made of cardboard or other cheap material, which will 
rest on top of the ground and will support a golf ball in 
a position satisfactory for driving. 
Another object is to provide a golf tee which may be 

manufactured in large quantities at low cost. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a golf 

tee which is adjustable, so that the ball may be positioned 
at optimum height above ground, to suit the varying re 
quirements of different players or to satisfy different driv~ 
ing conditions. 

Still another object of the invention resides in the pro 
vision of a tee by the use of which a golf player will be 
enabled to improve his game, for the reason that he will‘ 
be assured of proper positioning of the ball prior to driv 

g. 
Further objects of the invention will become readily 

apparent as the description thereof proceeds. 
In the drawings forming a part of this application: 
Fig. 1 is a side elevation of a tee, according to the pres 

ent invention, as it would appear supporting a golf ball in 
position for driving, and with its adjustable ball support 
ing element in fully extended position. 

Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view of the improved tee, 
the supporting element and ball being shown, in broken 
lines, in partially retracted (lowered) position. 

Fig. 3 is a plan view of the device. 
Fig. 3a is a detail section, partlyin elevation, showing 

a modi?cation of the invention. 
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surface of the base may be decorated or may have other 
indicia thereon, such as advertising matter. 
Mounted in the base 1' is a ball supporting element 4 

which‘, like the base-1, may be formed of cardboard. The 
element 4 is constituted by an open-ended cylinder having 
a relatively thin wall, the outer surface of which isv rough, 
so‘ that‘ it may‘ be. effectively engaged by the gripping 
memberv 3'. The element 4 is of uniformv diameter 
throughout its length‘. and, as best seen- in Figs. 1 and- 2, 
the upper end1 of said‘ element de?nes a seat 5 for a’ golf 
ball, indicated in broken lines at 6. , 

It. should be understood that the tee of the present in 
vention is‘ formed of material of sufficient strength ade 
quately to support a golf ball, and‘ that said tee is of. such 
rugged. construction that it may be used again and again. 
If thought‘ to be desirable, the base 1 and- ball‘ supporting 
element‘ 4" can be coated or impregnated with a moisture 
resistant compound, such as paraffin, to resist the. effects 
of wet grass, or perspiration from the hands of the. golfer. 
Suclgg coating, is indicated‘ fragmentarily at. 7 in'Figs'. 
1 an '. ' 

It‘ should also be understood‘ that the tee maybe made 
in different sizes, if thought to be desirable. 

In use, the tee is held, by its base, in one hand and 
the element 4 is grasped with the other hand and pulled 
out of said base a distance su?icient to dispose a ball 
placed thereon, when the tee is on the ground, a desired 
distance above the ground for most effecting driving. 
Then the tee is placed on the ground and the golf ball 
placed on the seat 5, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The ele 
ment 4 may, as shown in broken lines in Fig. 2, be moved 
downward in the base, for placing the ball nearer the 
ground. The gripping member 3 will frictionally engage 
the coarse outer surface of the element 4 for retaining 

"ice 

5 said element, at any point along its length, in ball sup 
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Fig. 4 is an exploded perspective view, showing an- 60 
other modi?cation of the invention. 

Fig. 5 is a vertical sectional view of the modi?cation of 
Fig. 4. 

Fig. 6 is a sectional view, partly in elevation, showing 
another modi?cation of the invention. 

Fig. 7 is a sectional view, partly in elevation, showing 
still another modi?cation of the invention. 

Referring now more particularly to the drawings, and 
?rst to Figs. 1, 2 and 3 thereof, the improved golf tee 
according to the present invention includes a generally 
frusto-conical base 1 which is preferably formed of card 
board, although other materials may be used. The base 
1 is open at both ends but is provided with a rolled upper 
edge 2 terminating in an inwardly directed portion de?n 
ing a gripping member 3. It should be understood that 
the wall of the base 1 is of sufficient thickness to prevent 
easy collapse, and that the diameter of the base at its 
lower end is such that the tee will remain upright on the 
grass or bare ground when placed thereon. The outer 
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porting position. In this connection it should be under 
stood that, since the gripping member 3 is formed by turn 
ing inwardly the upper end of the base 1, said member 
will exert forces toward the axis of the base, for assur- ' 
ing good contact of the member with the element 4. 

Fig. 3a illustrates a modi?cation of the invention. In 
this view the base, which is identical with the base 1, is 
shown at 10. The ball supporting element is illustrated 
at 12 and is preferably formed of sandpaper, the rough 
surface 13 of which is directed outwardly. The sand 
paper surface 13 engages the gripping member 14 of the 
base‘ 10 and effectively prevents slipping of the said ele-, 
ment 12 in said base. By utilizing sufficient effort, of 
course, the element may be shifted in and out of the base, 
for positioning the golf ball at optimum distance above 
the surface of the ground, in the most effective driving 
position. A head 15 is secured to the upper end of the 
element 12 and serves a three-fold function. That is, it 
provides a better seat for the golf ball; it serves as a stop 
to limit downward movement of the element; it provides 
a manually engageable portion, or handle, by which the 
tee may be held, with the ball thereon, so that said tee 
gnddball may be easily set in driving position, with one 
an . 

The modi?cation of the invention shown in Figs. 4 and 
5 will now be described. In these views, the base of this 
embodiment is shown at 20. Said base, like the base 1, is 
of cardboard and of generally frusto-conical shape. At 
its upper end the wall of the base 20 is formed with 
parallel slits, and the material between the slits is pressed 
inwardly to de?ne a detent 21. 
The ball supporting element 22, of this embodiment of 

the invention, is of cylindrical shape and has smooth inner 
and outer surfaces. Said element 22 is formed with a lon 
gitudinally extending slot 23 which has lateral extensions 
de?ning vertically spaced notches 24. In use, the ele 
ment 22 is ?tted in the base 20, after which the detent 21 
is depressed into the slot 23. In this condition the ele 
ment 22 may be shifted freely in the base, within the 
limits of the slot 23. The said element may be held in 
upper, intermediate or lower position by partially rotating 
it for engaging the detent 21 in the appropriate notch 24. 
Thus a golf ball may be teed the vdesired height above 
ground. 
The embodiment of Fig. 6 consists of a base 30 and 

a golf ball supporting element 31. Said base 30 is frusto 
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conical, and carries at its upper end an integral, upwardly . 
extending gripping member 32. The element 31 is dis 
placeably mounted in the member 32, for positioing a 
golf ball, on the upper end of the element, a desired dis 
tance above the ground. 
The embodiment of Fig. 7 consists of a pair of tele 

scoping tubes, one serving as a base 40 and the other as 
a golf ball supporting element 41. The base 40 is formed 
with slits 42 which de?ne feet 43 which can be bent out 
wardly, as shown in broken lines, to provide better sup 
port. The element 41 has a tight frictional engagement 
with the base 40, for holding a ball on the upper end of 
said element a desired distance above the ground, for 
driving. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A golf tee including a frusto-conical tubular base, 

said base having its upper end portion turned to de?ne a 
reentrant semi-resilient ‘ gripping member, said gripping 
member having its free end portion biased toward the axis 
of the base, and a tubular golf ball supporting element ad- - 
justably mounted in the base and gripped by said re 
entrant gripping member, said gripping member press 
ing against the outer surface of said element for retain 
ing the element in an adjusted position in the base. 

2. A golf tee including a tubular base, said base having 
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its upper end portion turned to de?ne a reentrant semi 
resilient gripping member, ,said gripping member having 
its free end portion biased toward the axis of the base, 
and a golf ball supporting element adjustably mounted in 
the base and gripped by said reentrant gripping member, 
said gripping member pressing against the outer surface 
of said element for retaining the element in an adjusted 
position in the base. 
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