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The present invention relates to disposable robe-like 
garments. It has to do particularly, although not ex 
clusively, with preferably disposable garments of robe 
like type or form which may be made from paper or 
some similar inexpensive material permitting them to be 
disposed of after each wearing or use. ‘ _ _ 
One of the principal uses of the present invention is 1n 

doctors’ offices, clinics, hospitals, or the like, and particu 
larly in the office of a physician who does a large volume 
of examination work which requires the disrobing or 
partial disrobing by the patients, and wherein the num 
ber of robes per day in usage is considerable and involves 
substantial expense, both with respect to the original cost 
of the robes and in the laundering and other maintenance 
expense in connection with them. _ _ 
Some physicians have discovered that sometimes it 1s 

the practice of their nurses or other assistants to use a 
robe a second time; that is to say to use a robe on one 
person and if it does not appear to be soiled from said 
use, to use it on a second person. Such promiscuous use 
is undesirable and unsanitary and is never practiced in the ‘) 
o?ices of high grade physicians; nor is it tolerated by 
them. 

In view of the desirability to reduce the cost in con 
nection with the use and maintenance of robes for 
patients undergoing physical examinations and _to lnsure 
the maintenance of sanitary conditions at all tlmes, the 
preferably disposable robe-like garment of the present 
invention has been evolved. ‘ 
One of the objects of the present invention is to provide 

a sanitary and inexpensive preferably disposable robe-like 
garment which is of simple construction and which may 
be worn by a patient undergoing an examination in such 
a manner as to conceal all parts of the patient’s body 
except that part or parts which is being examined. ‘ 

Another object of the present invention is to provlde a 
preferably disposable robe-like garment having a head 
and neck opening which is of sufficient size so that the 
garment can be slipped onto the patient without disturb 
ing in the case of a woman patient, the hair dress of said 
patient; it being another object of the invention to pro 
vide the front and back portions or panels of the garment 
with longitudinally extending lines of perforations or slits 
providing score lines so that either or both _of the panels 
may be torn or separated along the score lines to reveal 
only that portion or those portions of_ the body of the 
patient which are to be examined, leaving the remaining 
portion of the body concealed. . _ _ _ 

Another object of the present mvention is to provide 
an improved garment of the foregoing character whlch 
may be formed from paper or other inexpensive and 
easily disposable material, with the advantage of pro 
viding a single-use garment. ' _ ‘ 

A further object of the present invention is to provide 
an improved garment assembly in which the garment 1s 
preferably formed from a single length of material, pref 
erably disposable material, such as paper, .WlllCh is folded 
so as to provide front and rear panel portlonsiof substan 
tially equal length and width, the panel portions having 
an opening formed at their juncture which is of su?icient 
size to easily clear the head of the wearer and thus pre 
vent the mussing of the wearer’s hair when the garment‘ is 
put on; a further object being to provide both panels with 
lines of scoring extending from the neck openmgto the 
lower ends of the panels, thus permitting, by tearing the 
material along the score lines, the exposure of only that 
portion or those portions of the patient’s body upon which 
the examination is to be made. 
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A further object of the present invention is to provide 

an improved robe-like garment assembly which includes 
means, such as a plastic belt or strap which removably 
enc1rcles_the waistline area of the wearer to hold the 
garment 1n position around the waist of a patient; it being 
another object of the present invention to provide clamp 
ing rings, whlch may be formed from plastic, for clamp 
mg the sections of the garment panels in position upon the 
legs of the patient when it is desirable to cover said legs. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

a relatively simple, inexpensive and effective sanitary 
robe-llke garment for use as a temporary body covering, 
whlch 1s particularly suited for gynecology, obstetrics and 
similar examlnations where it is necessary to uncover the 
patient’s body in the area of the examination and provide 
a clean sanitary draping for other body portions. 

A_. further object of the present invention is to provide 
an improved robe-like garment as aforesaid, which may 
be made in a variety of sizes so as to ?t patients, and 
others, of various sizes and builds. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

a sterlle dispensing package containing a plurality of 
sanitary garments in accordance with the foregoing, 
which garments may be of various colors to meet the 
choice of the person wearing them. 

While the robe-like garment of the present invention 
is designed primarily for the requirements of women 
patients, it is also contemplated that it may be used on 
male patients. Moreover, the garment while designed 
primarily as an o?’ice item, may be used in hospitals, 
clinics, private homes, as well as perhaps to some extent 
for purposes other than medical examinations. 
The foregoing and other objects and advantages of 

the present invention will appear from the following de 
scription and appended claims when considered in con 
nection with the accompanying drawing forming a part 
of this speci?cation wherein like reference characters 
designate corresponding parts in the several views. 

In said drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a garment embody 

ingthe present invention shown being worn by a female 
patient; 

Fig. 2 is a side elevational view of the garment and 
patient of Fig. 1, illustrating the side openings or space 
between the front and back panels of the robe-like gar 
ment; 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary perspective view illustrating 
one manner of separating sections of the garment along 
one of the perforation lines or score lines formed in the 
material; and 

Fig. 4 is a perspective View of a sanitary dispensing 
package or container, showing a plurality of folded gar~ 

' ments stacked therein. 

Before explaining in detail the present invention it is 
to be understood that the invention is not limited in its 
application to the details of construction and arrange 
ment of parts illustrated in the accompanying drawing, 
since the invention is capable of other embodiments and 
of being practiced or carried out in various ways. It is 
to be understood also that the phraseology or terminology 
employed herein is for the purpose of description and not 
of limitation, and it is not intended to limit the inven 
tion claimed herein beyond the requirements of the 
prior art. 

With particular reference to Figs. 1, 2 and 3 of the 
drawing, a female patient A is shown in Figs. 1 and 2 
wearing a robe-like disposable garment assembly em 
bodying the present invention. It is to be noted that 
the robe~like garment comprises a front panel-like sec 
rion iii and a rear panel-like section or portion 11, these 
paneis being joined together at their upper ends at 
thoulder fold or portion 12. The panels are preferably 
.ormed from a single length of material, such as some 
st‘ able disposable material like paper which is folded 
a’; the shoulder line 12 to provide two panels of sub 
stantially the same size, the length and width of both 
panels being preferably the same. A portion of the ma 
terial is removed or cut out at the shoulder line, namely 
at the juncture of the upper ends of the front and rear 
panel portions to provide a neck and head opening 1'3. It 
is to be noted that this opening is of su?icient size to per 
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mit the free passage of the patient’s head without disturb 
ing the hair-do of the patient. 
As seen in Fig. 2, both sides of the garment are open, 

0 e such opening being indicated at 14. The opening 
a the other side and which is not shown, is substantially 
t e same as opening or slot 14. ‘ - . 

It is desirable to draw the robe-like garment in atthe 
aist of the wearer and for this purpose, any suitable 

means may be employed. Merely by way of example, 
there is shown in Figs. 1 and 2 a waistline-encircling 
member which may be in the form of a plastic strap or 
belt 15 whose free ends are gathered at the front with 
a bow, such as indicated at 16, merely for the purpose 
of‘ holding the garment panels 10 and 11 in general 
conformity to the curvatures of the patient’s body. 
One of the important features of the present invention 

resides in the provision of‘ both front and back panels 
with a line of perforations, slits or scoring. Such line 
of perforations is shown only in one of the panels, namely 
in front panel 10, as seen in Fig. 1. The line of perfora 
tions is indicated at 17 and extends preferably from the 
neck opening 13 at the upper end of the panel to the 
bottom or lower edge of the panel. - 

In eifect, the two lines of perforations, one in each of 
the front and back panels, permits the- panels to be di 
vided in half longitudinally or permits each of them to 
be divided into four sections or portions, namely two 
sections in the region of the breasts and two sections 
from the waist down, insofar as front panel 10 is con 
cerned. Rear or back panel 11 is likewise capable of 
being divided into two longitudinal halves or sections or 
into two sections or portions next to the patient’s back 
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and above the waistline and also into two sections or I 
portions below the waistline or waist-encircling tie mem~ 
ber 15. 

Fig. 3 illustrates, by means of the right hand of the 
physician or nurse, as shown at B, the separation of the 
two upper or breast-concealing sections or portions of 
front panel 10 which are disposed above the removable 
belt or member 15. Assuming the examination is to be 
made in the chest region of the patient, the upper sec 
tions are separated along the perforated lines. 17, the 
necessary distance to expose or reveal the parts or sec 
tions of the body which are to be subjected to the examina 
tion or treatment. By laying back one portion of the 
separated panel, the necessary region is exposed, while 
the remaining portions or regions of the body remain 
covered and concealed. Thus, by dividing the garment 
into, for example, eight quarter-sections or portions by 
virtue of the score lines 17, any desired portion of the 
patient’s body may be exposed by separating the ma 
terial along the score lines in the manner illustrated in 
Fig. 3 of the drawing. 

In some examinations it is desirable to maintain the 
legs of the wearer clothed or covered. When such an 
examination is to be performed, the garment of the pres 
ent invention may have both its front and back panels 10 
and 11 separated longitudinally along the lines 17 from 
the bottom of the panels to points upwardly therefrom. 
The separated panel portions at each side of the original 
perforated line or lines may then be wrapped around the 
limbs of the patient, after which a suitable clamping ring, 
which may be formed from plastic or other ?exible ma 
terial, is slipped over the patient’s legs to hold or clamp 
the garment panels over the limbs. 

While reference has been made to the fact that the 
garment of the present invention may be formed from 
a single length of material which may or may not be of 
a disposable nature, such as paper, the front and back 
panels 10 and 11.‘, respectively, may be formed separately 
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4 
and may, if desired, be stitched together along the line 
12 at the shoulder portion of the garment. _ 

Moreover, it may be desirable to provide the robe-like 
garment of the present invention with lines of scoring (not 
shown) in the vicinity of the shoulder line 12, which lines 
of scoring would extend from the outer edges of the panel 
to the neck and head opening 13 thereof. Such scoring 
would permit separation of the garment over a shoulder 
or over both shoulders of the wearer to permit an exam 
ination thereof or treatment of this region, allowing the 
entire remaining portions of the body to be covered or 
concealed during the shoulder examination. 

In Fig, 4 of the drawing, there is illustrated one form 
of sanitary or sterile package embodying the present in 
vention, wherein a container or carton, which may be 
formed from cardboard, paper or some other suitable dis 
posable material, or which may be a permanent con 
tainer, is shown with its lid or cover open and exposing 
therein a plurality of sanitary garments folded into com 
past size and embodying the invention illustrated in 
Figs. 1, 2 and 3-. 
As shown, the package or container comprises prefer 

ably a rectangular carton or box 20 having a movable lid 
or cover 21. Located within the box or container is 
a series of robe-like garments C, each of which is formed 
in the manner described above and which has been 
folded neatly into relatively small compact size for the 
purpose of insertion into the carton 20. If desired, 
although this feature is not illustrated in the drawing, 
each of the garments C may be individually wrapped in 
some suitable material, such as cellophane, or the like, 
so that the individual garments will remain sterile after 
their removal from the carton 20. Moreover, it is pro 
posed that the material‘ from which the garments are 
formed’ may be of various colors and it is preferred that 
each of the‘ cartons containing the garments, such as 
carton 20, contain folded garments C which vary in color. 
This would enable a fastidious patient to choose his or her 
garment in a color suitable to his or her particular taste. 

I claim: 
A robe-like garment formed from one sheet of dispos 

able tissue folded to' provide corresponding sections adapt 
ed to furnish a substantially complete cover for the body 
of a user of average size, each of said sections being of suf 
?cient width to provide complete coverage-for the front 
and rear sides of the body when the garment is draped 
on a body, there being, recessed areas along a fold line on 
each section of the sheet to provide an opening of suffi 
cient size to pass the head of a user, perforations sub 
stantially along the center line of the front and back 
sections and providing in effect four available body cover 
ing and revealing sections whereby when the sections are 
enclosed in a cord-like tie on the body of the user they 
will be held in body-covering position prior to severing 
the lines of perforation to expose a part of the body. 
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