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This invention relates generally to hardware 
and particularly to a latch for caskets. 
The main object of this invention is the pro 

vision of an inexpensive latch which is easy to 
apply and which will not weaken the rim struc 
ture of the casket. 
The second object is to so construct the latch 

that it will not project laterally from the casket, 
thereby avoiding the danger of being uninten 
tionally operated or rendered inoperative by 
striking another object. 
A further object is to construct a simple, posi 

tive sealing casket fastener which will seal its 
opening into the lower portion of the casket shell, 
thereby accomplishing two purposes and elimi 
nating much work in installation and also furn 
ishing a sealing fastener and a positive fastener 
in one item. 
These and other objects are accomplished in 

the manner set forth in the following speci?ca 
tions as illustrated in the accompanying drawing, 
in which 

Fig. ‘1 is a perspective view of the casket show 
ing the latch applied thereto. 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary section taken along the 
line 2—2 in Fig 1, showing the latch applied to a 
casket viewing door of hollow metal construction. 

Fig. 3 is an exploded view showing the com 
ponent parts. 

Fig. 4 is a View similar to Fig. 2 showing the 
latch applied to a viewing door of wooden con 
struction. 

Fig. 5 is a section taken along the line 5—5 
in Fig. 4. 

Like numbers of reference refer to the same 
or similar parts throughout the several views. 

Referring in detail to the drawing, there is 
shown'a common form of casket it having a 
cover or lid H which is hinged and otherwise 
secured in place. On the lid H is shown the so 
called “viewing door” I2 mounted on the elon~ 
gated hinge l3. 
The latch about to be described is especially 

adapted for use in holding the door l2 closed, al 
though it can be used for other purposes such as 
holding the main cover I I, if desired. 
The latch itself is comprised of several mem 

bers. An elongated screw l4 having a knurled 
head I5 is rotatably mounted in the face plate l6 
having a boss ll formed thereon whose face l8 
engages the knurled screw head l5 and whose 
face I 9 is held against the door [2 by screws (not 
shown) which extend through the holes 20 in 
the plate It‘. 
The face 18 is inclined with relation to the 
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outer surface of the door [2, so that the face [8 
will be parallel to the door side 2| which engages 
the frame 22 around the door opening 23. 
In Fig. 2, the frame 22 has a large circular 

opening 24 concentric with the screw l4. The 
frame 22 has an inturned flange 25. The outer 
side of the door I2 and the door side 2| are pro 
vided with holes 26 and 21 for the screw M. The 
hole 24 is much larger in diameter than the 
hole 21. 
On the screw I4 is placed a resilient cylindrical 

washer 29 which, when not compressed, can pass 
freely through the hole 24. On the end of the 
screw I 4 is placed a nut 30 having a somewhat 
rounded end 3| and the rim 132 on its rubber en 
gaging end 33. The friction between the mem 
bers 2!, 29 and 30 is sui?cient to hold the nut 30 
against rotation while the screw I4 is being 
turned. 
When the nut I5 is tightened, the compression 

of the washer 29 completely closes the hole 21 
and seals the opening against the admission of 
moisture or the escape of gases. 
In the form shown in Fig. 4, there is added a 

plate 34 which is held in place on the wooden 
frame 35 by the screws 36. The hole 31 is the 
same in size as is the hole 28 shown in Fig. 2. In 
Fig. 4, the hole 31 is carried on through the 
frame 35. 
The operation of the latch can be best under 

stood by a comparison of Figs. 2 and 4. In Fig. 4 
the washer 29 is not under compression and 
passes freely through the hole 31 in the plate 3A, 
which is the same diameter as the hole 28 in the 
frame 22. When the screwM is turned into the 
nut 30, the washer 29 is placed in compression 
and expanded as shown in Fig. 2, so that the 
washer 29 cannot pass through the hole 28 or 3?, 
locking the door l2 securely in place. Obviously 
a reversal of the screw it will release the latch. 

It can be seen from the foregoing that all diffi 
cult ?tting is eliminated and that a drill and 
screwdriver are the only tools required to install 
my latch and its proper installation is easily ac 
complished. The latch also acts as a positive 
holder of the door l2 against any side movement 
on its hinge I3. 
I claim: 
A latch for securing a casket lid to a casket 

body comprising a face plate having means for 
attaching it to the sloping top of a casket lid, 
said plate having a boss formed thereon, the top 
of which is in a substantially horizontal plane, 
said boss having a vertical hole formed there- - 
through, a screw having one end threaded and 
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having the other end headed and journalling in 
said boss, a cylindrical rubber washer on the 
threaded portion of said screw and a bullet 
shaped nut on said screw less in diameter than is 
said washer and having its rubber engaging end 
concave. 
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