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This invention relates to plastic padded or 
ornamented furniture or the like and the meth 
od of making. ‘ -' 

The main objects of this invention are: 
First, to provide a plastic padded or orna 

mented article of, furniture or the like in which 
the padding or ornamenting member is quickly 
and securely attached to a metal part and with 
out the use of adhesive or rivets. 

Second, to provide a‘plastic pad for the arm of 
a metal chair which conceals the joints of the 
associated parts of the chair and serves as an 
ornament as well as a covering for the part to 
which it is applied. 

Third, to provide a structure having these ad 
vantages which is very economical in its parts 
and in the assembly thereof. 
Fourth, to provide a method of assembling a 

plastic pad or covering member on a metal part 
whichenables very rapid attachment of the 
plastic member and at the same time it is se 
curely retained. ' 

Objects relating to details and economies of 
the invention will appear from the description 
to follow. The invention‘is pointed out in the 
claims. 
A preferred embodiment of the invention is 

illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in 
which: ' ' 

Fig. 1 is a fragmentary elevational view par 
tially in longitudinal section of the arm of a 
chair embodying my invention. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the arm of the 
chair and a supporting frame member showing 
their relation and certain details thereof. 

Fig. 3 is a sideperspective view of the pad or 
cover member of the embodiment of- my inven 
tion illustrated. 

Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional View on a line 
corresponding to 4—4 of Figs. 1 and 5. 

Fig. 5 is a plan view of the arm with the lugs 
of the pador cover member shown in horizon 
tal section in their initial attaching position 
and in their seated or fully assembled position 
by dotted lines. 

Fig. 6 is a side elevational view of a driving 
tool desirable for use in the assembling of the 
pad member upon the arm of a- chair. , 
Metal furniture is now quite extensively used 

and one of the objections to it is the feel of the 
metal, for example, on the arm of a chair. 
So called plastic pads have been used and 

various expedients have been used for attaching 
them such as adhesives, rivets and the like. The 
main objects of my invention are to provide a 
structure of this type, the plastic pads of which 

10 

20 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

2 
may be very economically produced and assem 
bled and one in Which when assembled are effec 
tively retained and the securing means is con 
cealed. 
In the accompanying drawing 1 represents an 

upright frame member of a metal chair and 2 an 
arm member. These parts, as shown, are formed 
of tubular stock of rectangular section. The 
front of the arm member is lapped upon the 
upper end of the frame member and ?xedly se 
cured thereto as by spot welding, indicated at 
3. ‘The front end of the arm member is 
rounded at £3 and emerges into the frame mem 
ber which is rearwardly curved. 
The frame member 1 has a round opening or 

hole 5 in its front wall. The top wall of the 
arm ‘member is provided with longitudinally 
spaced keyhole shaped slots 8 and l and dis 
posed in the same relation with their wider ends 
forwardly. The length of the wider portion of 
the slot 6 is substantially greater than that of 
the Wider portion of the slot. 7. These keyhole 
slots are formed with forwardly projecting cut 
ters 8 at the juncture of the side edges of the 
wider portions of the slots with side edges of 
the narrow portion of the slots. These cutters 
are desirably of V-shape as shown. 
The pad member 9 is of downwardly facing 

channel section and has a forwardly curved 
downwardly projecting front portion [0 which 
"overhangs the open front end of the arm mem 
ber and overlaps the upper end of the frame 
member. The member 9 is proportioned to slid 
ably fit over the arm and closely embrace the 
sides thereof and the sides of the upper end of 
the upright frame member. 
The pad member is formed of molded plastic. 

There are several kinds of plastic that may be 
used. The member 9 is formed with down 
wardly projecting lugs I l on the iner side of the 
web thereof and rearwardly projecting lug [2 on 
the downturned front end It]. The lugs II are 
spaced so they may be simultaneously intro 
duced into the wider portions of the slots 6 and 
1. They arespaced so that they are initially 
positioned, as shown in Fig. 5. The varying of 
the length of the wider portions of the rear slots 
results in the cutters being spaced more closely 
than the lugs. 
In assembling the pad member is arranged 

on the arm with the lugs as shown in section in 
Fig. 5. The pad member is then forced rear 
wardly desirably by placing a driving member 
l3, and curved at M to lit the curve of the pad 

, member on the pad member and the pad mem 
ber is driven rearwardly while it is held down 
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wardly upon an arm member. This results in 
the cutters 3 cutting grooves l5 in the lugs at 
the bases thereof, as best shown in Fig. 4. When 
fully seated the lug l2 engages the hole 5 in 
the frame member I. By spacing the cutters 
as described the pad member may be more easily 
driven to seated position as only one lug is cut 
at a time. 7 

The lugs are desirably tapered, as illustrated. 
However, they may be otherwise shaped but the 
diameter at the base thereof should exceed the 
width of the narrower portions of the keyhole 
slots so that the recesses iii are formed or cut 
as the lugs are forced rearwardly in the slots. 

I have illustrated and described my invention‘ 
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particularly as applied to an arm of a .metal . 
chair. It will be understood however that the 
pads and ornaments may be applied in various 
other positions and to other articles of furniture. 
The pad illustrated is longitudinally ?uted at 
It both as an ornamental feature and to provide 
a desirable feel. 

I have not attempted to illustrate or describe 
various embodiments or adaptations which I 
contemplate'as it is believed that this disclosure 
will enable those skilled in the art to embody 
or adapt my invention as may be desired. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim as new desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is: 

1. An article of furniture or the like compris 
ing a tubular metal upright frame member, a 
tubular metal arm member disposed with its 
front end over-lapping said frame member and 
?xedly secured thereto, said arm member having 
longitudinally spaced generally keyhole shaped 
slots; disposed with their larger ends forwardly, 
the ‘wider portion of the forward slot being of 
substantially greater length than the correspond 
ing» portion of the rear slot, the frame member 
having an opening in its front wall spaced below 
the arm‘member, and a downwardly facing chan 
nel shaped‘ pad element of plastic material dis 
posedfacing downwardly in embracing relation 
to the upper portion of the arm member and slid—. 
able longitudinally thereon, and having a down 
turned frontend. overlapping the upper end. of 
the frame member and provided with a rearward 
ly: projecting lug engageable with said. opening 
in the frame member, said pad member having 
inwardly. projecting lugs engageable with said 
slots-in saidarm member, the width of the wider 
portions of the slots being such as to permit 
the insertion of the lugs therein, thewidth of 
the narrower portions of the slots being less than 
theilateral diameter [of the lugs, there being for 
wardly projecting. V-shaped cutter elements at 
the. juncture of the longitudinal edges of the 
narrower and wider portions of the slots so that 
the lugsv are retainingly engaged in the narrow 
portions of the ‘slots when the pad member is 
forced rearwardly to position the lugs in the nar- ‘ 
row- portions of the slots in which position said 
lug on the downturned front end of the pad 
member is engagedin said opening in said frame 
member. 

2. An articleof furniture or the like compris~ 
ing a tubular metal upright frame memben-a 
tubular» metal‘ arm member disposed with its 
front end overlapping said frame member and 
?xedly secured thereto, said arm member-hav 
ing longitudinally spaced generally keyhole 
shaped slots disposed with their larger ends‘ for 
wardly, the frame member having an opening 
in its- front wall spaced below the arm‘ member, 
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4 
and a downwardly facing channel shaped pad 
element of plastic material disposed facing down 
wardly in embracing relation to the upper por 
tion of the arm member and slidable longitudi 
nally thereon, and having a downturned front 
end ‘overlapping. the upper».=end of thee-frame 
member and provided with a rearwardly. project 
ing lug engageable with said opening in the frame 
member, said pad member having inwardly pro 
jecting lugs of plastic material integral with the 
plastic material-of the pad member and engage 
able with said.:slots,. in said arm member, the 
width of the wider' portions of the slots being 
such as to permit theinsertion of the lugs there 
in; the widthyof .1the-inarrower portions of the 
slots being less than the lateral diameter of the 
lugs in the portions of the lugs disposed in the 
iplanesiof' the slots whereby the lugs are grooved 
to retain the pad member on the arm member 
when the .padmember. is forced longitudinally of 
the slots in a direction‘ from the wide ends of 
the slots towards the narrow ends thereof. 

3. .An articleof furnitureor the like comprising 
an upright frame "member and-an arnimember 
mounted-thereon,;said arm member having longi- - 
tudinally spaced-‘generally keyhole-shaped slots . 
disposed‘with theirdlarger. ends‘forwardly, the 
frame member‘hav-ing an opening spacedbelow 
the arm member,. and- a pad ‘element of plastic 
material ihavingaa downturned-front end: over~ 
lapping the-upper-endoftheiframe member and . 
provided with a rearwardly ‘projectinglug en 
gageable with said opening in theframemember, 
said pad member .havingzinwardly projecting lugs 
engageable with said’ slots.‘ in said arm. member, 
the width of the wider. portions of the slots being 
such as. topermit the‘insertion of the‘lugs: there 
in,- thewidth of- the.-~.narrower-.portions.of the 
slotsbeinglesszthan.thelateral diameter of the 
lugs at the base thereof, there being forwardly 
facing cutter elements at the juncture of , the‘ 
longitudinal edgesof the‘. narrower and wider 
portions'of the slots-so that thelugsare retain 
ingly engaged inthe. reducedportions of the slots - 
when the pad member is forced rearwardly to 
position the ‘lugs in the narrow ‘portions-of the 
slots in, which position said lug ‘on ‘the-down 
turned front end of the pad member is engaged 
in said. opening-in said framelmembere the said 
‘cutter elements beinggspaced so ithat'they suc 
cessively engage the lugsas the pad member is 
positioned. ' 

4. An article of furniture or the'like comprising 
an upright.framermember. and an; arm member 
‘mounted thereonyqsaid. arm memberv having longi 
tudinally qspaced generally vkeyhole rshaped- slots . 
disposed with their larger ends forwardlwthe 
frame . member havingan ‘opening spaced below 
the armmember, and ayipad. element- of-plastic 
material havingea .downturned front .endover 
lapping the. upper 'end ofzthe frame member and 
provided» with-1a .rearwardly vprojectingx-lug. ‘en 
gageable ' withsaid- opening =..in. ithel frame mem-. 
ber, said pad member having inwardlypro'iecting 
‘lugs of‘ plastic materialintegralvwith. the plastic 
material of the {pad member and engageablewith 
said slots in_ saidiarm -member, 'the . width. of: the 
wider portions of: the slots: being such as to per 
mit vthe insertion of: the lugs: ‘ therein, the .> width . 
of the narrower-1 portions of 1the .slots'i'being; less. 
than thellateral diameter: ofithe lugs at-the base 
thereofwin. the portions-thereof. disposed in' the’ 
planes of the .slotspwherebyithe lugs are; grooved - 
to: retainathe pad: member-wnrthev ar'm'amember‘ 
when the ‘ pad-{member vis forced-.ilongitudinally.> 
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of the slots in the direction from the wide ends 
of the slots toward the narrow ends thereof, so 
that the lugs are retainingly engaged in the re 
duced portions of the slots when the pad member 
is forced rearwardly to position the lugs in the 
narrow portions of the slots in which position 
said lug on the downturned front end of the pad 
member is engaged in said opening in said frame 
member. 

5. A structure comprising a tubular metal body 
member having longitudinally spaced generally 
keyhole shaped slots disposed vin the same rela 
tion, the wider portion of one slot being of sub 
stantially greater length than the corresponding 
portion of the other slot, and a pad member of 
plastic material having inwardly projecting lugs 
engageable with said slots, the width of the wider 
portion of the slots being such as to permit the 
insertion of the lugs therein, the width ‘of the 
narrower portions of the slots being less than the 
lateral diameter of the lugs at the bases thereof, 
there being V-shaped cutter elements at the 
juncture of the longitudinal edges of the nar 
rower and wider portions of the slots so that the 
lugs are retainingly engaged in the narrower 
portions of the slots when the pad member is 
forced longitudinally to position the lugs in the 
narrow portions of the slots. 

6. A structure comprising a tubular metal body 
member having longitudinally spaced generally 
keyhole shaped slots disposed in the same rela 
tion, the wider portion of one slot being of sub 
stantially greater length than the corresponding 
portion of the other slot, and a pad member of 
plastic material having inwardly projecting lugs 
of plastic material integral with the plastic ma 
terial of the pad member and engageable with 
said slots, the width of the wider portion of the 
slots being such as to permit the insertion of 
the lugs therein, the width of the narrower por 
tions of the slots being less than the lateral 
diameter of the lugs at the bases thereof, so 
that the lugs are grooved and retainingly en 
gaged in the narrower portions of the slots when 
the pad member is forced longitudinally to posi~ 
tion the lugs in the narrow portions of the slots. 

7. A structure comprising a body member, said 
member having longitudinally spaced keyhole 
slots disposed with their larger ends in the same 
direction, and a pad element of plastic material, 
said pad member having inwardly projecting 
lugs engageable with said slots in said body 
member, the width of the wider portions of the 
slots being such as to permit the insertion of 
the lugs therein, the width of the narrower por 
tions of the slots being less than the lateral di 
ameter of the lugs at the bases thereof, there 
being cutter elements at the juncture of the longi 
tudinal edges of the narrower and wider portions 
of the slots so that the lugs are grooved and re 
tainingly engaged in the reduced portions of the 
slots when the pad member is forced longitudi 
nally while resting on the body member to posi 
tion the lugs in the narrow portions of the slots, 
the said cutter elements being spaced so that 
they successively engage the lugs as the pad 
member is positioned. 

8. A structure comprising a body member, said 
member having longitudinally spaced keyhole 
slots disposed with their larger ends in the same 
direction, and a pad element of plastic material, 
said pad member having inwardly projecting lugs 
of plastic material integral with the plastic ma 
.»terial of the .pad. member and engageable with 
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6 
said slots in said body member, the width of the 
wider portions of the slots being such as to per 
mit the insertion of the lugs therein, the width 
of the narrower portions of the slots being less 
than the lateral diameter of the lugs at the bases 
thereof so that the lugs are grooved and retain 
ingly engaged in the reduced portions of the slots 
when the pad member is forced longitudinally 
while resting on the body member to position the 
lugs in the narrow portions of the slots. 

9. A structure of the class described comprising 
a body member having a keyhole shaped slot 
therein, a pad member of plastic material hav 
ing an inwardly projecting lug of plastic mate 
rial integral with the pad member and engageable 
with said slot, the width of the wider portion of 
the slot being such as to permit the insertion 
of the lug therein, the width of the narrower 
portion of the slot being less than the lateral 
diameter of the lug at the base thereof, there 
being V~shaped cutter elements at the juncture 
of the longitudinal edges of the narrow and 
wider portion of the slot so that the lug is 
grooved and retainingly engaged in the narrow 
portion of the slot when the pad member is 
forced longitudinally of the slot to engage the 
lug in the narrow portion of the slot. 

10. A structure of the class described compris 
ing a body member having a keyhole shaped 
slot therein, a pad member of plastic material 
having an inwardly projecting lug of plastic ma 
terial integral with the pad member and engage 
able with said slot, the width of the wider portion 
of the slot being such as to permit the insertion 
of the lug therein, the width of the narrower 
portion of the slot being less than the lateral 
diameter of the lug at the base thereof, there 
being cutter elements at the juncture of the lon 
gitudinal edges of the narrow and wider portion 
of the slots so that the lug is grooved and retain 
ingly engaged in the narrow portion of the slot 
when the pad member is forced longitudinally of 
the slot to engage the lug in the narrow portion 
of the slot. 

11. In a structure of the class described, a body 
member having a keyhole shaped slot there 
through, a pad member constituting a covering 
for the body member, said pad member having 
an inwardly projecting lug rigidly ?xed thereto, 
the portion of the body member having a key 
hole slot therein being harder than the lug, the 
width of the wider portion of the slot being such 
as to permit the insertion of the lug therein, the 
width of the narrower portion of the slot being 
less than the thickness of the portion of the lug 
adjacent the pad member so that the lug is 
grooved to retain the pad member on the body 
member against the surface thereof when the pad 
member is forced longitudinally of the slot in 
the direction from wide end of the slot toward 
the narrow end thereof. 
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