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1 

This application is a continuation in part of 
my application for U. S. Letters Patent ?led Au 
gust 3, 1951, Serial No. 240,143. 
This invention relates to a device for dispensing . 

a “?owable” dry state of bait either in a granu“ 
lated or meal form or in a liquid form. The pri 
mary purpose of the invention is to provide a 
dispenser which will not deter but which will 
be inviting to rats and mice. While different 
kinds of rat and mice killing baits may be em 
ployed, the structure is primarily intended to 
dispense baits in which is incorporated the chemi 
cal 3 - (alpha-acetonylbenzyl) - 4 - hydroxycou 

marin. This is the chemical which is being sold 
under the trade-mark “Warfarin,” as originated 
by the Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation, 
and as more fully described in the U. S. Letters 
Patent No, 2,427,878, issued Sept. 23, 1947. 
There is a form of rat behavior, advantage of 

which is taken in the devices forming the sub 
ject matter of this application. Unless the rat is 
extremely hungry due to absence of available feed, 
or the presence of feed only in open spaces, a rat 
will normally eat only where he can back up 
against something or be within some cover where 
in there is no approach to his rear end. That is, 
when a rat eats, he wants an attractive, hiding 
place such that he can watch from all directions 
the approach of any enemy, and he‘ prefers two 
ways of escape, so that should an enemy come in 
from one direction, the rat can escape by another 
direction. The rat does want the direct approach 
to him covered if at all possible. A rat will depend 
upon such a hiding place for his protection where 
as a mouse will depend somewhat on his speed 
in escaping from open places or places of hiding 
to get into other places of protection. 
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I have discovered that the ignoring of this I 
behavior of rats and mice has led to the failure 
of many types of dispensers heretofore available, 
and in my device herein shown and described 
provisions have been made to accommodate the 
dispensers to the inherent characteristics of the 
rats and mice accordingly. 

A. peculiar characteristic of the bait contain 
ing the above indicated chemical is that rats 
and mice eating the bait containing that chemi 
cal do not die at once, and neither do they die 
directly from poisoning by use of that chemical. 
To the contrary, the rats and mice will have to 
return again and again to the bait to be carried 
by the dispenser before any apreciable effect is 
had upon them. In fact, the chemical kills the 
rats and mice by changing the clotting ability 
of their blood. In other words, the rats and mice 
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2 
do not die directly from the poisonous effect of 
the chemical, but rather from its consequences 
in that their blood fails to have the clotting 
ability, and progressive hemorrhaging sets up 
Within their intestinal track so that the rats and 
mice gradually become weaker and weaker until 
they ?nally die. For this procedure to take 
place, a time element of from five to fourteen 
days approximately is required to cause the indi 
vidual rat or mouse to die. That means that 
these animals have to return again and again to 
the dispenser to keep up the supply of the ma 
terial which is causing their condition leading to 
their death. Under that operation of the chemi 
cal, the rats particularly do not become shy and 
suspicious of the bait dispensing devices, but 
instead build up a con?dence to return again and 
again to the dispensers providing they are prop 
erly constructed and operate in accordance with 
rat or mouse “psychology.” 
, The chemical indicated will kill any mammal or 
fowl taken in su?icient concentrations over a suf 
?ciently long period of time, but the material is 
in such small concentration in the bait required 
to kill rats and mice, that it is extremely unlikely 
that farm animals, dogs, and cats, will be harmed 
from occasional exposures to or the eating of 
the bait. 
However, it is well to prevent any accidental 

exposure of the bait such as might occur by up 
setting of the usual bait dispensers heretofore 
employed, so that there will be no opportunity 
for the “build up” effect of the bait to occur in 
any animal accidentally obtaining access thereto. 
The invention herein shown and described is espe 
cially designed to not only dispense the bait in 
accordance with the catering to the desires of 
the rats and mice, but also to prevent accidental 
exposure of the bait to other animals. 
A further primary object of the invention is 

to provide a dispenser which may be used out 
of doors as well as indoors and which will keep 
the bait dry in either exposure. Also it is an 
important object of the invention to provide a 
dispenser which may be detachably secured in 
place so that it will not be accidentally over 
turned, and yet will be readily handled so that 
it can be reversed for bait ?lling. - 
With these fundamental matters briefly indi 

cated, further appreciation of the invention will 
become apparent from the following description 
of the invention as illustrated by the accompany 
ing drawings, in which 

Fig. 1 is a view in entrance side elevation of 
a structure embodying the invention; 
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Fig. 2 is a fragmentary top plan view in par 
tial section of the structure; 

Fig. 3 is a View in elevation of the structure 
similar to that shown in Fig. 1, but in fragmen 
tary and sectional showing; 

Fig. 4 is a view in central diametrical vertical 
section on the line il—45 in Fig. 3; 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary top plan View in par 
tial section of a slightly modi?ed form of the in 
vention; 

Fig. 6 is a diametrical vertical section on the 
line 6-6 in Fig. 5; 

Fig. '7 is an entrance side elevation in partial 
section of a modi?ed form of the dispenser to 
employ a liquid bait; 

Fig. 8 is a view in top plan of the bait pan and 
support; and 

Fig. 9 is a view in central Vertical section on 
the line 9—~9 in Fig. 8. 

Structure form of Figs. 1-4 

A shell or dome-shaped housing I5 is formed 
‘any suitable manner to have a central area 

E6 planar in shape across the top side, and to 
be entirely open from its underside. Preferably 
there is .outturned a short flange I’! from around 
the marginal lower edge of the housing I5. This 
housing i5 is preferably made out of metal so as 
to be extremely durable. The side wall i8 is 
essentially cylindrical in shape. 
Through this side wall [8, there is provided 

an entrance is, herein shown as having an upper 
semi-circular arched con?rmation with straight 
side walls 20 and 2! extending therebelow. This 
entrance is is provided such as by punching 
through the wall I8. It has an area su?iciently 
large to permit a rat as well as a mouse to enter 
therethrough to the interior part of the hous 
ing i5, when the ?ange side 57 is resting on the 
floor or the ground. It is to be noted that there 
is but one of these entrances I9 provided. 
The cutting through the wall I8 to provide 

this entrance It not only provides the opening 
as the rodent entry into the housing I5, but it 
also introduces another factor in that the for 
merly rigid wall it can then be elastically sprung 
circumferentially somewhat for two different 
functions as will be described. 
The ?rst function of the elastically circumfer 

entially expandable or selectively distortable wall ' 
E8 is to permit the securing to the wall It so as 
to be carried thereby, a cross arm 23. This cross 
arm 23 may take any suitable cross sectional 
shape, herein shown as having a U-section, and 
is provided with end tongues 24 and 25 which may 
be carried through slots 26 and 21 provided in 
the wall I8 as indicated primarily in Figs. 2 and 3. 
The downturned portion 28 of the bar 23 serves 
as an abutment against the inside of the wall IS 
so that the normal elasticity of the wall l8 will 
cause the wall to spring back against the abutting 
portion 28. 

In the form being described as relating to Figs. 
1-4 inclusive, this bar 23 extends diametrically 
across the housing I5. Furthermore, the bar 23 
is located by the slots 25 and 21 to be in that 
position wherein the opening [9 is centered on 
an axis at right angles thereto. 
A bait pan 3D, herein shown as consisting essen 

tially of a cylindrical cup with a substantially 
?at bottom, is mounted on and ?xed to the bar 
23 centrally thereof. The top side of the bar 23 
is spaced above the underside of the ?ange ii 
a slight distance such as approximately three 
quarters of an inch. The diameter of the cup 
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A. 
30 exceeds the dimension of the transverse width 
of the opening I9. 
The flat area I6 of the housing It is provided 

with a circular opening 3 I therethrough, of a suiii 
cient diameter to permit the entrance of the 
mouth end 32 of a bait storage receptacle In 
practice it is quite convenient to use as this recep 
tacle 33 any one of the standard sizes of Mason 
jars, such as the one-half pint, the pint, the quart, 
the half gallon, and even the one gallon sizes 
thereof. The diameter of the opening 3! is fur» 
ther such that the annular exterior rib 34 of the 
receptacle 33 may rest against the margin of 
the opening 3! through an intervening rubber 
like gasket 35 as a sealing means therearound. 
The mouth piece 32 extends on through the top 
side area N5 of the housing l5, and receives screw 
threadedly thereon a tube 36. The assembling 

of the receptacle, its gasket 33, and the tube is made in connection with the housing i5 prior 

to the assembling of the bar 23 and its cup 38 
with the housing I5. The assembly of the jar 
or receptacle 33 and the tube 36 with the housing 
i5 is preferably made with the parts reversed 
from the positions shown in Figs. 1-4, that is in 
the upside down conditions, because the recep» 
tacle 33 will be previously ?lled With the bait to 
be dispensed, or at least a portion of the bait to 
be dispensed will be carried within the receptacle 

Then after those parts are assembled with 
the housing I“, the cross bar 23 and its cup 353 
may be assembled with the housing i5 as above 
described, whereupon the assembly may be re 
turned to its upright position as indicated in the 

. various views in Figs. 1-4. 
The length of the tube 36 is made to be such 

that it will terminate a distance above the floor 
31 of the cup 30 as indicated proportionally in 
the views shown in Figs. 3 and 4 so that the feed 
or bait may drop down from the receptacle 33 
through the tube 36 and rest on the ?oor Bl with 
the material ?aring out from the lower end of 
the tube 36 to its normal angle of repose. The 
diameter of the cup 3% is made to be su?iciently 
large so as to permit the ready entrance of the 
rat’s nose and month between the cup 3t and the 
side wall of the receptacle 3% so that the rodents 
may have access to the bait falling down into 
the cup 30. 

Preferably there is provided a device for over 
coming any “bridging” action of the bait within 
the receptacle 33. In the form herein shown this 
device consists of a wire generally designated by 
the numeral 38 shaped to the form wherein there 
is a central lower cross bar 39 from the outer 
ends of which the wire is bent upwardly and 
diagonally inwardly to cross by the legs ill and 
4!, the spacing apart of the extreme upper ends 
£12 and 43 of the wire being such that they have 
to .be pressed inwardly one toward the other to 
permit them to be entered through the mouth 
end 32 of the container 33 whereupon they may 
spring outwardly within the container or recep 
tacle 33. The cross bar 39 is of a length greater 
than the diameter of the inside of the tube 36 so 
that when this device 38 is dropped into the re 
ceptacle 33, it will rest on the then upper end 
of the tube 36 by reason of this overlength or" 
the bar 39. The device 38 is of course assem 
bled with the other structure prior to the as~ 
sembly of the cup 30 and its supporting bar 23 
with the housing I5. 
Should the bait become bridged over in the re 

ceptacle 33, the rat looking for more of the bait 
in the cup 30 will run its nose around therein 
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and will tend to push against the exposed end 
of the device 38, causing it to shift, and accord 
ingly causing it to travel or agitate the mate 
rial which is hung up in the receptacle 33, break 
ing the bridge allowing that bait material to 
drop down through the tube 36 to the cup 30. 
In fact, when the rat or mouse ?nds the cupv 30 
to be'empty, in his eager desire to get more 
food, he will become more frantic in pushing 
around in the cup 30 and thus will forcibly push 
around the lower end of the device 38 accord 
ingly. ‘ 

The tube 36 depending within the housing I5, 
together with the cup 30 and the cross bar 23, 
forms in effect a barrier or ba?le centrally dis 
posed inside of the housing [5, and centered on 
the opening l9. This ba?le effect will often be 
entirely su?icient to give the rat some feeling of 
security, because it is observed that he will al 
ways go behind the cup‘ 30 to feed, that is he 
will go clear to the back side of the housing [5 
which is that side fartherest removed from the 
opening IS. The rat or mouse will eat from 
that back side of the cup 30 primarily. 
But this baf?e being somewhat incomplete, 

particularly since the bar 23 is necessarily spaced 
above the level of the ground or floor upon which 
the ?ange I‘! rests, may cause some apprehen 
sion on the part of the rodent and therefore it 
is preferable to provide a more complete ba?ie. 

This complete ba?ie is herein shown, Figs. 1-4, 
to be a plate 45 clownturned from an upper plate 
45 which is carried against the underside of the 
?at area 16 by ?tting around the mouth por 
tion 32 of the receptacle 33, and being com 
pressibly forced upwardly thereagainst by the 
upper end of the tube 36. That is, the baffle 
members 45 and 46 form an L-shaped piece, the 
member 45 being substantially equal in trans 
verse width to the diameter of the cup 30, and at 
least exceeding the transverse Width of the 
opening I9. The vertical height of the member 
135 is approximately that of the distance from 
the underside of the ?ange H to the underside 
of the flat area 16. 
Thus in providing the complete ba?le mem 

ber 45 in front of the cup 30, and spaced inwardly 
from the opening I9, all within the housing I5, 
the rodent has a complete concealment from 
view through the entranceway l9 when he is 
within the housing I5, and any enemy coming 
through the opening IE) will come around one 
side of the member 45 and will thus give the 
rodent a pathway of escape around the other 
edge of that member 45 and out through the 
opening it. 
The second function of the opening l9 beyond 

its primary use as an entryway is to permit the 
side of the wall l8 to be sprung inwardly to 
ward the bar 23 adjacent the opening walls or 
edges 20 and H. The ?ange N, Fig. 2, is pro 
vided with a substantially halfround notch 4'! 
adjacent the side of the opening I9, such as the 
side 29, and then diametrically across the hous 
ing a second notch 48, Fig. 4, is provided to» be 
substantially halfround in shape. ' 
Where the dispenser is to be used on floors 

into which nails may be driven, a nail (not 
shown) may be driven down to be partially with 
in the back notch 48, and‘ a second nail (not 
shown) is driven down to be partially within the 
notch 41 on the opposite side of the housing. 
These nails are not driven down su?iciently far 
to compressibly engage the flange I‘! with the 
floor, but are left su?iciently loose so that the 
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wall 18 adjacent the edge 20 of the opening l9 
may be pressed inwardly to free the ?ange I‘! 
at that zone from engagement with the anchor 
ing nail, and the housing l5 tilted upwardly so 
as to be pulled away from the opposite engaging 
nail in the notch 48. In other words, there has 
to be a forcible compression of the housing 15 
substantially diametrically in the direction of the 
line between the notches 41 and 48 to release the 
housing I5 from its securing means. 
The underside of the housing I5 is purposely 

left unclosed for the reason that in some in 
stances the rodents will become so weakened and 
lethargic that they will not have sufficient energy 
to travel back out through the opening I9 after 
they have had sufficient effect of eating the bait. 
In that case, they may die within the housing I5, 
but they may be readily removed by lifting up the 
housing l5. 

Structure shown in Figs. 7-9 

Referring to Figs. 7-9, the fundamental 
structure remains the same as above described. 
This structure, however, is designed to use a liq 
uid bait which will feed only as it is consumed. 
Of course such a liquid bait generally using water 
as the vehicle in which the material may be 
mixed or dissolved which is the effective hem 
orrhage-producing agent, will have to be used 
Where the dispenser is protected against freezing 
temperatures. Such conditions are encountered 
in zoos and heated buildings and warehouses 
which are rat infested. 

In this particular construction, on the mouth 
end 32 of the receptacle 33, inside of the housing 
I5, there is screw-?tted a cap 49. In this case, 
a gasket (not shown) may be interposed between 
the cap and the underside of the member 45, if 
used, or directly against the underside of the cen 
tral area ?at portion I6. This is to secure an 
airtight connection. A tube 56 leads from the 
cap 49 downwardly by a length which will ter 
minate in the cup 30 at a distance spaced above 
the ?oor 31 to give the desired depth of the liq 
uid to be carried in the cup 30. 
In this form of the structure, it is still pref 

erable to employ a ba?ie or screen spaced in 
wardly from the opening 29. While the side wall 
of the cup 30 may be carried su?iciently high on 
that side at least presented toward the opening 
I9, the baifle shield 45 may be employed as indi 
cated in Fig. 7, or there may be a substantially 
halfround shield or baffle 5| carried around the 
forward side of the cup 30, Figs. 8 and 9, and 
secured to the cup. In this case, the vertical 
height of the shield 5! will extend close to the 
plane of the underside of the flange I‘! as the 
lower limit, and will be carried upwardly at least 
beyond the top of the opening I9. 
This particular form of the invention is pro 

vided to supply the rodenticide in the liquid form 
because in many instances the particular loca 
tion of the rat infestation is removed from a 
source of supply of drinking water. Rats are 
particularly desirous of getting water along with 
their food, and oftentimes they will ‘be attracted 
more readily by the presence of the water mix 
ture or solution than where the bait is provided 
in the meal, flour, or granular form. 

Structure as shown in Figs. 5 and 6 

Referring to Figs. 5 and 6, the same structure 
as above described in reference to the dry bait 
dispenser is employed, the modi?cation being 
that the cross bar 23 instead of being located to 
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be centered on the diametrical line of the hous 
ing l5'is offset-tube on a chordal line centering 
less in length than the diameter of the hous 
ing l5. 
As indicated in Figs. 5 andr6, the cross bar 123 

is moved forwardly towardthe opening 1.9 so as 
to leave a greater space behindthe cup :30 than 
is provided in the form shown in Figs. .1-4. Rats 
particularly seem to desire this space for more 
freedom in feeding, and also in havinga greater 
sense of security within which to maneuver to 
travel .aroundthe .depending tube 36 in case of 
emergency scare of attack. 

Further, in the form shown in Figs. 5 and .6, 
the cup structure. shown in Figs. 8 and 9,. em 
ploying the ba?le member ».5l directly secured‘to 
the'cup 3G is shown *since'it is ‘quite effeotive'in 
this particular relationship. In this case, the 
cross bar 23 is replaced by a shorter cross bar 
52, having tongues 53 and?fl extending through 
the side wall 18 of the housing l5. 

Operation 

In all of the various forms of the invention 
structure herein shown and describedthe opera- ‘ 
tion is fundamentally the same, namely that the 
dispenser is inverted in all cases when the re 
ceptacle is to‘be ?lled initially and to here 
?lled later. Of course'the receptacle 33 being 
glass, readily provides a sight determination'of 
when the rodenticide has to be replenished. In 
any event, the receptacle 33 is unscrewed from 
the tube portion, and the'receptacle 33 is ?lled, 
and then the receptacle is screwed up from the 
under side of the inverted housing until it is se 
cured in place, whereupon the entire assembly 
is reversed to have the receptacle in the upside 
down position as illustrated throughout the var 
ious views in the drawings. This applies equally 
as well to the liquid form of dispensing as it does 
to the solid ?owing type of bait dispenser. The 

of the elastic gasket 35 in all of the various 
forms permits the dispensers to be used out of 
doors under all weather conditions with theex 
ception of course of the liquid dispenser which 
has to be protected against freezing. 

All'of‘theiorms of the inventionprovide some 
insurance ‘against accidental spilling of the bait 
outside of thedispenser, even including the liquid 
form of dispenser. .The baffles will effectively pre 
vent theilow of material directly through the en 
trance opening is, so that normally there will not 
be access had‘to the bait by any farm animal 
and the like. 
‘Further it is to be noted that the entrance 

opening or openings into the dispenser are al~ 
ways located on the one side so that the 'hous 
ing forms a complete enclosure otherwise with 
in which the rat ormouse may feel secure in 
preventing the approach of enemies from the rear, 
particularly because the rodent is then normally 
facing toward the entry side of the housing in any 
event, and can watch the approaches from either 
side or the baffle arrangement to his zone within 
which he is feeding. 
Thus it isto be, seen that I have provided in 

the various forms the invention amost unique 
structure whiclris exceedingly simple inthat it 
has but very few elements,‘ and these elements 
are quite readily manipulated, all to the end that 
the dispenser accommodates itself quite perfect 
1y to the normal habits of the rodents. ‘The, 
structures in any of the forms are‘ substantially 
“fool proof” in the hands of an inexperienced 
person,..a-nd ,the'dispensers-may be used with a Y 
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very high degree of safety‘in any-'locationwhere 
inathereisratiinfestation, as well as mouse'infes 
tation. 

Therefore, while v:I have shown anddescribed 
the invention in the speci?c forms and. construc 
tion,‘it is obvious that structural variations may 
be employed withoutvv departingfromthe spirit of 
theinvention, and .I therefore. donot desire to be 
limited to thoseprecise forms, beyondthelimita 
tions which may the-imposed by the vfollowing 
claims. 

I claim: 
‘:1. "Arodenticide dispenser-lcomprisinga ‘dome 

shaped shell having a top_si'de;area :from which 
extends downwardly . a generally cylindrical wall 
to terminateby alower supporting edge; said wall 
having ‘ a rodent; entrance ‘opening .therethrough ; 
a baitipanof lesseridiameter than-that of said 
wallymeans supporting saidpanzfrom said wall 
to maintain the pan'spacedbelowsaid1top side 
area ,and , in {spaced relation from said entrance 
Opening; a rodenticidenarrying :vesselhaviug an 
under side feeding :mouth, and extending ex 
ternally abovesaid shell and engaged therewith; 
said vessel being-centered vover said pan to drop 
rodenticide :through the vessel gmouth onto said 
pan; and a baf?e~membercarriedgby said shell 
and extending downwardly on thatside of said 
pan toward said entrance opening, toblock a line 
of lightfrozn said'entrance opening to the side 
of the‘ pan opposite thereto. 

2. A rodenticidedispenser comprising a dome 
shapedshell'having a top side .area from which 
extends downwardly-.2. generallyicylindrical wall 
to terminate by a :lower ‘supporting edge; said 
wall having a rodent entrance 7 opening them 
through; abaitpan of lesser diameter than that 
of said wall; means sup-portingsaid pan from said 
wall .to‘maintain-the panspacedlbelow said top 
side area and in spaced relation from said en 
trance opening; ‘a rodenticide carrying vessel 
having an underside feeding mouth, and extend 
ing externally. above said shell and engaged there 
with; said vessel being .oenteredover saidpan to 
drop ro-denticidc through the vesselmouth onto 
saidpan; a ba?lemember carried bysaid shell 
andextending downwardly on thatside of said 
pan toward said entrance opening, to block a line 
of sight from said entrance openingito the side of 
the pan opposite theretoyand a second line-of 
sight baiile wider thansa'id opening and carried 
by said shell, interposedbetween the ?rst baf?e 
and (said opening; both of said-baffles extending 
vertically across a portion at least of the space 
between-said pan and said'top side area. 

3. The structure of claim 1, in which the lower 
end portion ofsaid baiiie-is located within the 
margin of said pan. 
A. The structure-of claim 1,; in whichthe ba?ie 

extends from said top sidearea to‘ the plane of 
said side wall supporting edge; said ba?ie‘having 
an aream-the vertical de?ningedges-of-which are 
spaced apart a distance approximatelyv equal to 
the diameter of said.- pan. 

.5.. A rodenticidedispenser comprising a dome 
shaped shell having aV-top. side area from which 
extends downwardly a generally cylindrical wall 
to terminate by a lower supporting edge; said wall 
.havinga rodent entrance opening therethrough; 
vabait pan of lesser: diameter-than that of said 
wall; meansjsupportingqsaid panfrom said wall 
to maintain the pan spaced below said top side 
areaand in spaced relationvfrom said entrance 
opening; a'rodenticide carrying vessel having an 
.under , side. feeding, mouth, andextending exter 
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nally above said shell and engaged therewith; 
said vessel being centered over said pan to drop 
rodenticide through the vessel mouth onto said , 
pan; a ba?le member carried by said shell and 
extending downwardly on that side of said pan 
toward said entrance opening, to block a line 
of sight from said entrance opening to the side 
of the pan opposite thereto; and a second line 
of-sight ba?ie wider than said opening and car 
ried by said shell, interposed between the ?rst 
ba?le and said opening; both of said baffles ex 
tending vertically across a portion at least of the 
space between said pan and said top side area; 
said ?rst ba?ie being con?ned to the space be 
tween said pan and said shell top side area; and 
said second ba?ie being spaced from and extend 
ing vertically below said pan to substantially the 
plane of the supporting edge of said wall. 

6. The structure of claim 5, in which said sec 
ond ba?le is attached directly to said pan, and 
has a lateral width approximately equal to the 
diameter of the pan; said ?rst baf?e having a 
lateral width less than the diameter of the pan. 

7. The structure of claim 1, in which said pan 
supporting means comprises a bar having a 
shoulder and a tongue extending therefrom at 
each end of the bar; said tongues passing through 
said shell wall; said wall being elastic in nature 
and retaining said tongues therethrough by the 
wall elastically abutting said bar shoulders; and 
said pan being secured to said bar. 

8. A rodenticide dispenser comprising a dome 
shaped shell having a top side area from which 
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10 
extends downwardly a generally cylindrical wall 
to terminate by a lower supporting edge; said 
wall having a rodent entrance opening there 
through; a bait pan of lesser diameter than that 
of said wall; means supporting said pan from 
said wall to maintain the pan spaced below said 
top side area and in spaced relation from said 
entrance opening; a rodenticide carrying vessel 
having an under side feeding mouth, and extend 
ing externally above said shell and engaged there 
with; said vessel being centered over said pan 
to drop rodenticide through the vessel mouth 
onto said pan; a baffle member carried by said 
shell and extending downwardly on that side of 
said pan toward said entrance opening, to block 
a line of sight from said entrance opening to 
the side of the pan opposite thereto; and a 
rodenticide agitator resting on said pan; said 
agitator having a loose pan bearing lower cross 
member of greater length than the diameter of 
said vessel mouth, and having a pair of legs ex 
tending from the cross member through said 
mouth, the upper ends of the legs diverging within 
the vessel one from the other a distance less than 
the internal diameter of the vessel and greater 
than said mouth diameter. 
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