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This invention relates to dilator construction, 
and more particularly to the construction of di 
lators designed primarily for insertion in the 
ear for holding the ear dilated to facilitate the 
cleaning and treating of the ear. 
An important object of the invention is to pro 

vide a dilator which may be operated to dilate 
the ear opening to various degrees of dilation 
to be determined by the requirements incident to 
the particular type of treatment to be adminis 
tered. . 

Another object of the invention is to provide a 
‘ dilator which may be used as a means for dilating 
the outer or middle ear, thereby improving the 
hearing. 
With the foregoing and other objects in view 

which will appear as the description proceeds, 
the invention consists of certain novel details 
of construction and combinations of parts herein‘ 
after more fully described and pointed out in 
the claim, it being understood that changes may 
be made in the construction and arrangement 
of parts without departing from the spirit of 
the invention as claimed. 
Referring to the drawing, 
Figure 1 is an elevational view of a dilator con 

structed in accordance with the invention. 
Fig. 2 is an elevational view taken at right 

angles to Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 is a side elevational view of a dilator 

showing the blades thereof as in their expanded 
positions. 

Fig. 4 is an end elevational view of the dilator. 
Fig‘. 5 is an elevational view taken from the 

opposite end of the dilator. 
‘Fig. 6 is a longitudinal sectional view through 

an enlarged ?gure of the dilator. 
, Referring to the drawing in detail, “the dilator 
comprises the body portion 5 which is in the 
form of a band with integral dilator blades 6 
the material of whichthe body and portion and 
blades are constructed being of a ?exible char 
acter, so that the blades may be bent laterally, 
to accomplishthe purpose of the invention. 
The reference character 1 indicates a shaft 

that extends transversely through the body, with 
the ends of the shaft ?tted in openings of the 
body. 
Secured intermediate the ends of the shaft 1, 

is the nut ,8 through which the threaded shaft 9 
extends, the threaded shaft 9 also passing through 
the collar II) which is held against movement lon 
gitudinally of the shaft 9, by the pin l5 that en 
gages said shaft 9 so that rotary movement of 
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the threaded shaft will cause the shaft 9 to move 
through the nut 8 moving the collar i0 towards 
the nut 8 in expanding the blades 6 of the di 
lator. . 

Ears I! extend from opposite sides of the col 
lar l0, and are pivotally connected with the links 
I2 that also have pivotal connection with the 
blades 6, at [3. 
As clearly shown by the drawing, the blades 

6 are substantially narrow and elongated, the 
blades being curved outwardly at l4 so that 
when the blades are positioned in the ear open 
ing, they will conform to the shape of the ear 
to prevent the dilator from slipping from the 
ear opening, when the blades are expanded in di 
lating the ear. 
The threaded shaft 9 is provided with the 

knurled enlargement l5 disposed adjacent to 
one end thereof, the knurled enlargement being 
disposed with such relation to the blades that 
the threaded shaft may be conveniently operated 
to spread or contract the blades, as desired. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that due to 

the construction shown and described, I have 
provided a dilator specially designed for use in 
dilating the opening of the car so that a syringe 
or other means used in treating the ear may be 
extended into the car without obstruction by the 
dilator. 
Having thus described the invention, what is 

claimed is: 
A dilator of the class described, comprising a 

circular body, a pair of elongated dilator blades 
formed integral with said circular body and ex 
tending in parallel spaced relation with each 
other, from one edge of the body, a shaft ex 
tending across the circular body, a nut on the 
shaft and disposed intermediate the ends there 
of, an adjusting screw threaded in said nut and 
disposed between said blades, longitudinally of 
said blades, a collar mounted on said adjusting 
screw, and pivoted links connecting the collar 
with said blades whereby rotation of said adjust 
ing screw expands or retracts the blades with 
respect to the adjusting screw. 
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