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Our invention pertains to a, device adapted for 
use on patterns employed in industrial shops and 
is particularly desirable where numerals identify 
ing a speci?c pattern or'other tool have to be 
changed quickly. To make this aspect of our in 
vention more understandable, it will be men 
tioned here that according to the general prac 
tice patterns are provided with a recess wherein 
numerals such as set ‘forth the date and a refer 
ence to the day or night shift are soldered in place 
and have to be removed when a new set of 
numerals are to be inserted in their place. In 
some industrial establishments this is done daily 
and sometimes twice a day. , 

Obviously, soldering numerals in place is a 
wasteful and time-consuming operation. It is in 
order to make the change of numerals an easy 
procedure capable of being accomplished easily 
and quickly, without the use of any tools except 
a screwdriver, that we have made our improve 
ment. 
Our invention calls for a special holder and a 

plurality of movable blocks ?tting into said 
holder. The latter is of a speci?c design making 
the insertion of numerals or their removal for 
the purpose of substitution of others an easy mat 
ter requiring but little time. ' 

We shall now describe our invention with ref 
erence to the accompanying drawing in which: 

Fig. 1 is a top, elevational view of our device 
_ as set within a recess of a pattern; 

Fig. 2 is a sectional view on line 2-2 of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is a sectional view on line 3-3 of Fig. 2; 
Fig. 4 is a sectional view on line 4-4 of Fig. 2; 

, Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a holder for nu 
merals and a member to be used in combination 
therewith. ‘ 

Similar numerals refer to similar parts 
throughout the several views. , 
The principal element of our number-display 

ing device is an oblong holder best shown in Fig. 
5 and generally identi?ed by numeral I0. It in 
cludes a ?at bottom II and two side rails or 
?anges I2 which extend from one end I3 of said 
holder to’a line spaced from the opposite end I4 
thereof. As a result the portion of the holder 
from said line to said last-named end has the 
shape of a ?at plate I 5 devoid of any side ?anges. 
At the ?rst-named end I3 the holder includes 

a shallow plug I6 disposed between the two 
?anges, while access to the space between the 
?anges endwise may be had from the direc 
tion of said plate I5. The opposed faces of the 
sides of said ?anges are undercut so that at the 
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top the distance between them is smaller than 
at the level of the bottom I I of said holder. 
As the holder is to be affixed to a pattern, it is 

provided with holes for application of screws by 
means of which it is to be kept in place. For that 
purpose the pattern is usually provided with a 
recess- or a shallow'slot. Such a recess is marked 
by numeral I 'I. At one end adjoining plug I'B the 
holder is provided with a hole I8. A screw I9 
passing through said hole is threaded into the 
body of the pattern 20. At the opposite end the 
holder contains another hole 2| to which we 
shall refer presently. 

Slidably ?tting into the holder from the oppo 
site end thereof, that is, from the direction of 
said end plate I5, are a plurality of blocks 22, 
each of them carrying a numeral, a letter, or any 
other indicia. Each block as seen endwise has 

' the form of an isosceles trapezoid in which the 
20 

40 

50 

top is narrower than the base. The sides of each 
block will be in abutment with the undercut faces 
of the ?anges of the holder, this arrangement 
preventing the blocks from falling out from their 
respective places. In addition to the blocks car 
rying numerals or other signs, we are employing 
at least one block 23 to ?t over the top of screw 
I9 so as to conceal it. This, however, is simply a 
matter of choice. ’ 

Upon insertion of this blank block, blocks 22 
carrying numerals or other indicia are slid into 
the holder one by one as desired, whereupon in 
order that they may not be displaced endwise 
we are using a locking member 24. The member 
is of the same'width as said plate I5 and has a 
square, cut-off end‘ 25 for abutment with the 
free endsof ?anges I2. It is also provided with 
a hole 26 which, when the locking member is posi 
tioned upon plate I5, will be in alinement with 
hole 2|, permitting application of a screw 26a. 
The latter is to be threaded into the body of pat 
tern 20. > 

Once the holder has been secured to a pattern 
within a recess made for this purpose, the blocks 
carrying numerals may be changed without the 
need of removing the holder from said recess. 
Blank block 23 which covers the top of screw I9 
retains its position permanently. However, in 
order to remove from the holder said numeral 
carrying blocks 22 it is necessary to remove screw 
26a and to lift the locking member 24. The‘ look 
ing member being off, all of the blocks or any of 
them may be slid out and new blocks may be sub 
stituted in their place, whereupon the locking 

“ member 24 is again employed and secured in its 
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position by means of screw 26a to prevent the 
blocks from sliding out of the holder. 

It will be understood that some changes may 
, be made in the structure of our device without 
departing from the inventive principle disclosed 
herein. 
What we, therefore, wish to claim is as follows: 
A number-displaying device for patterns, the 

device including an oblong holder having a flat 
bottom and being closed at oneend, a ?ange along 
each side, the spacing between the ?anges at the 
top being smaller than at the level of said bottom, 
said ?anges extending from one end of the holder 
to a line spaced from the opposite end thereof, 
the portion free of ?anges forming a flat end 
plate, the holder being provided at one end re 
mote from said plate with, a hole for inser 
tion of a screw to be threaded into the pattern, 
while the end plate is provided with a similar 
hole, a plurality of blocks adapted to ?t end 
wise into. the holder from the direction of said 
end plateandto be retained within the holder 
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by said flanges, individual blocks carrying nu 
merals or other indicia for display between said 
?anges, and a locking member adapted to be po 
sitioned over the end plate for abutment with 
the free ends of the ?anges, the locking member 
being provided with a hole in alinement with the 
hole in the plate, and a screw adapted to pass 
through both holes to keep the locking member 
in place upon said holder and to secure the holder 
to the pattern. ' 
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