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This invention relates to record books and 
more particularly to record books in which any 
speci?ed account retained therein may be rapidly 
and easily located. It is an object of the inven 
tion to provide an improved book of such 
character. 

It is another object of the invention to provide 
a record book which is convenient to use and 
which greatly facilitates the handling of records. 

It is another object of the invention to provide 
an improved record book which includes therein 
both temporary records, which may be used for 
billing, and a relatively permanent record for 
keeping accounts over a long period of time, and 
in which the temporary records are readily re 
movable and replaceable, and in which separate 
accounts may be quickly and easily placed in con~ 
dition for entries therein. 

It is another object of the invention, to provide 
an improved ledger in which a large number of 
accounts may be made readily accessible for use 
thereof. 
This invention, together with further objects 

and advantages thereof, will best be understood 
by reference to the following description taken 
in connection with the accompanying drawings, 
and its scope will be pointed out in the appended 
claims. 
In the drawings, in which like parts are desig 

nated by like reference numerals, 
Fig. 1 is a plan view of a record book, partially 

broken away, illustrating one embodiment of the 
invention; 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of a duplicate record 
sheet assembly included in the embodiment of‘ 
the invention disclosed in Fig. 1; and, 

Fig. 3 is a plan View of a ledger card employed 
in the embodiment of the invention illustrated 
in Fig. 1. 
The particular embodiment of the invention 

illustrated in the drawings is an accounts receiv 
able ledger, speci?cally designed for use in auto 
mobile service stations, but the invention is, of 
course, not limited to such an application. The 
record book disclosed in Fig. 1 includes a ring 
binder comprising a front cover H, which is 
shown partly broken away in Fig. 1, a back cover 
[2, and a series of rings [3 under the control of 
an operating mechanism l4. Preferably, a large 
number of regularly spaced rings I3 are employed, 
for reasons which will subsequently become 
apparent. The operating mechanism i4 may be 
of any suitable form and accordingly will not be 
described in detail herein. It is believed to. be 
sufficient for the purpose of describing the 
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2 
present invention to point out that the rings l3 
are readily openable and closeable in accordance 
with conventional practice in so-called loose-leaf 
binders. 

Enclosed in the binder are a plurality of cards 
I?» upon which an individual account may be 
recorded over a period of some I8 months or 
weeks, depending upon whether a weekly or 
monthly billing system is employed by the service 
station operator. 
A card it is shown in detail in Fig. 3 wherein 

it will be seen that the upper portion of the card 
is reserved for identi?cation of a particular ac 
count. In the main body of the card, below the 
identi?cation of the account, there are lines for 
recording the standing of the account at the end 
of each month or week. More speci?cally various 
columns are provided for entering therein 
charges which have accumulated over a given 
accounting period and payments made at various 
dates. At the left-hand edge of the card i5 there 
are provided a series of holes it of such size and 
spacing as to slip freely over the rings‘ l3. 
Referring again to Fig. 1, it will be noted that 

. the cards 45 are arranged on the binder rings in 
overlapping positions spaced along the height of 
the binder. More speci?cally, each successive 
card is spaced from the next adjacent card by 
the distance between adjacent rings. With the 
particular arrangement disclosed in Fig. 1 the 
laterally extending portion at the lowermost edge 
of each card extends out from beneath the next 
adjacent overlying card. Along this laterally 
extending portion of each card there is repeated 
the name of the account. With this arrange 
ment and with the accounts arranged in alpha 
betical order the user of the ledger may locate any 
account at a, glance. 
While the cards are disclosed in Fig. l as being 

arranged to expose the lowermost edge of each 
card, it will be obvious that the cards may be 
arranged in reverse order such that the upper 
most edge of each card is exposed instead. In 
such case identi?cation of the account should, 
of course, appear along the upper edge of each 
card. 

Overlying each card [5 is a duplicate record 
sheet assembly which is arranged for recording 
in duplicate individual purchases or services over 
a given period of time, for example one month. 
This assembly includes a slip of paper ll, a carbon 
sheet [8 and a second slip of paper l9. As will 
be apparent upon inspection of Fig. 1, the ar 
rangement is such that entries may be made on 
the top slip IT and a duplicate record will be made 
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on the second slip I9 by virtue of the inclusion 
of the carbon sheet I8. 
The three members I1, I8 and I9 are prefer 

ably bound together at their left-hand edges for 
convenience in handling. As may be seen best 
in Fig. 2, which discloses the slip I‘! of the illus 
trated embodiment, the binding at the left-hand 
edge has regularly spaced holes 20, similar to 
the holes I6, along the left-hand edge of the 
cards I5 for cooperation with the rings I3 of the 
binder. 
In the lower left-hand corner of the slip I ‘I 

there is a box for insertion of account identifying 
data, while the main body of this slip contains 
lines and columns for recording individual pur 
chases and services. In the lower right-hand cor 
ner of the slip there is provided a box for sum 
marizing the standing of the account as of some 
de?nite date. 
Near the left-hand edge of the slips I‘! and I9 

but to the right of the holes 20 there is a per 
forated line 2| for facilitating detachment of 
the individual slips I1 and I9. In the embodi 
ment illustrated, it is intended that one of the 
slips I‘! or I9 be submitted as a bill while the other 
is retained in a file for reference purposes. 
The slips I? and I9 and the carbon sheet I8 are 

illustrated as being all of the same size, and this 
assembly is preferably of appreciably less height 
than that of the card I5. In any event it is de 
sired that the lower edges of the member I'I, I8 
and I9 lie substantially above the lower edge of 
the corresponding card I5 in order that the name 
of the account along the lower edge of the card 
'5 remains exposed when the various papers 
are contained in the binder. 

It has been found by experience that the slip 
assembly should preferably protrude a short dis 
tance below the next succeeding card I5 there 
above in order to facilitate opening the book to 
expose either the slip assembly or the correspond— 
ing card I 5 of any selected account. In the illus 
trated embodiment this arrangement is made pos 
sible, while still permitting spacing of the lower 
edges of the cards by a distance equal to the 
distance between adjacent rings, by arranging 
the holes 20 of the sheet assemblies approximately 
180° out of phase with the holes I6 of the cards, 
as measured from the bottom edge of each. This 
will be apparent upon comparison of Figs. 2 and 3 
where it is seen that the lower edge of the card 
I5 is aligned with the center of a hole I6 while 
the lower edge of the sheet assembly lies a short 
distance below one hole 20. 
The result of this out-of-phase relationship of 

the holes 20 and It based upon their relative 
positions with respect to the lower edge of the 
corresponding sheet or card may be seen in Fig. 1. 
The cards, it will be noted, are spaced along the 
height of the binder by a distance equal to the 
distance between adjacent rings and the sheets I‘! 
are visible but do not conceal the account iden 
ti?cation appearing at the lower edge of the cards. 

In the particular embodiment of the invention 
illustrated the rings I3 of the binder are made of 
such size that more than one column of cards and 
associated slip assemblies may be arranged there 
in. More speci?cally the ?rst column of accounts 
in the book illustrated in Fig. 1 includes ?fteen 
cards and ?fteen duplicate record sheet assem 
blies. Beneath this column of records is a sepa 
rator 22 which is preferably a thin sheet of sti? 
?berboard. Below the separator 22 there is an 
other column of records with the result that 
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4 
thirty accounts can be maintained in this book 
rather than only ?fteen. 
When it is desired to examine an account in the 

second column, the ?rst column can readily be 
turned over against the front cover II of the 
binder by manipulation of the separator 22, 
whereupon the name of the desired account will 
be visible and readily made available for inspec- ' 
tion of for the insertion of data. Additional 
separators 22 may, of course, be employed along 
with additional columns of account papers, the 
addition of further columns being limited only by 
the size of the rings I3. 
The advantages of the record book disclosed in 

the drawings and described above include unusual 
conveniences in handling of a large number of 
accounts, such accounts being handled in a 
single record book, and each being readily ac 
cessible for inspection or for the making of en 
tries. The provision of uniformly spaced rings 
I3 and uniformly spaced holes in the cards I5 and 
in the duplicate record sheet assemblies respec 
tively facilitates the arrangement of the indi 
vidual account papers in overlapping positions 
along the height of the binder whereby individ 
ual accounts may be quickly identi?ed and read 
ily made available. The arrangement of the 
monthly or weekly slips I1 and I9 immediately 
overlying the corresponding long term record 
card I5 makes all records of any selected ac 
count immediately available. This is of substan 
tial advantage both at the time of recording in 
dividual purchases and services and at the time 
that weekly or monthly billing is being prepared. 

It has been pointed out above that the ar 
ranging of individual account papers in gradu 
ated position along the height of the record book 
in accordance with the illustrated embodiment 
exposes the lower, laterally extending edge por 
tion of each card I5 and that the order of inser 
tion of the papers in the record book may be re 
versed such that the upper edges of the cards I5 
are exposed, identi?cation of the account then 
appearing along the upper edge. It will be ap 
parent also that account identi?cation could be 
arranged on one of the slips H or I9. It is be~ 
lieved to be preferable, however, that identi?ca 
tion appear on the relatively permanent cards I5 
in order to facilitate identi?cation of accounts at 
the time that the slips I1 and I 9 are withdrawn in 
the process of billing. While the embodiment of 
the invention disclosed in the drawings and de 
scribed above is an account book for service sta— 
tion operators, the invention is applicable to 
many other environments and to uses other than 
as an account book. 
While a particular embodiment of the inven 

tion has been shown, it will be understood, of 
course, that the invention is not limited thereto 
since many modi?cations may be made, and it is, 
therefore, contemplated to cover by the appended 
claims any such modi?cations as fall within the 
true spirit and scope of the invention. 
The invention having thus been described, what 

is claimed and desired to be secured by Letters 
Patent is: 

1. A record book comprising, a loose-leaf bind 
er having a plurality of equally spaced rings, a 
plurality of relatively stiff card record forms of 
uniform size and of a height substantially less 
than the height of said binder, and a plurality 
of paper slips of appreciably lighter weight than 
the record forms, one or more of said slips sub 
stantially overlying each of said record forms, 
each of said card forms and said slips having a 
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plurality of equally spaced holes along one side 
edge thereof for cooperating with said rings for 
binding said card forms and said slips in said 
binder in the here-described manner, said rec 
ord cards being bound in said binder in overlap 
ping vertically-staggered relationship whereby a 
laterally extending portion of each form is ex 
posed, said slips overlying a part of said later 
ally~extending portion of the immediately under 
lying record form to partially expose another part 
If said form, said slips of said relatively lighter 
weight facilitating the grasping of said card rec 
0rd forms and the turning of the latter and the 
slips associated therewith. ' 

2. A record book comprising, a loose-leaf binder 
having a plurality of equally spaced rings, a plu 
rality of relatively sti? card record forms of uni 
form size and of a height substantially less than 
the height of said binder, and a plurality of paper 
slips of appreciably lighter weight than the rec— 
0rd forms, one or more of said slips substantially 
overlying each of said record forms, each of said 
card forms and said slips having a plurality of 
equally spaced holes along one side edge thereof 
for cooperating with said rings for binding said 
card forms and said slips in said binder in the 
here-described manner, said record cards being 
bound in said binder in overlapping vertically 

6 
staggered relationship whereby a laterally ex 
tending portion of each form is exposed, said 
slips overlying a part of said laterally-extending 
portion of the immediately underlying record 
form to partially expose another part of said 
form, said slips of said relatively lighter weight 
facilitating the grasping of said card record forms 
and the turning of the latter and the slips asso 
ciated therewith, and each of said slips having 
indicia thereon facilitating the recording of in 
dividual sales transactions of a particular ac 
count, each of said record forms having indicia 
thereon facilitating the recording of a summary of 
the data recorded on the corresponding one of 
said slips, and said laterally-extending portion 
of said record forms bearing identi?cation of the 
corresponding account. 
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