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This invention relates to a cover for bottle 
carriers designed to overlie the upper portions 
of the bottles contained therein. 
Beverages are often sold in carriers accommo 

dating a plurality of bottles most commonly six 
in number. Certain such carriers comprise rec 
tangularly arranged side walls having a bottom 
closure, an open top, and a central partition unit. 
The central partition unit is ordinarily provided 
with a hand hole therethrough by means of 
which the carrier may be engaged and carried. 
When such carriers are used for malt liquors, 
such as beer, some producers claim that the bot 
tles containing the liquid must be protected from 
direct light. The present invention is provided 
to serve as a cover for carriers of the type de~ 
scribed and serve to prevent direct light from 
entering the carrier. 
An object of the present invention lies in the 

provision of a bottle carrier cover preferably 
formed of ?brous material such as molded pulp 
or the like. As the bottle carriers often do not 
extend the full height of the bottles, the cover 
is provided with upwardly directed pockets for 
accommodating the upper ends of the bottles 
contained. These pockets hold the upper ends 
of the bottles in properly spaced relation and 
accordingly assist in protecting the bottles from 
contacting one another within the carrier during 
transportation. 
A feature of the present invention resides in 

the provision of a bottle carrier cover having a 
hinged ?ap thereupon which may be hinged out 
of its normal plane to accommodate the hand 
of a person carrying the carrier. The flap is 
preferably arranged on one side of the center 
of the cover so that the hand may extend on 
one side of the central partition to extend 
through the hand hole therein. 
A feature of the present invention resides in 

the provision of a cover for a bottle carrier hav 
ing a series of upwardly directed pockets for con 
taining the upper extremities of a series of bot 
tles and in elongating the pockets designed to 
contain the upper ends of the center bottles so 
that these center bottles may be tilted away from 
each other to some extent. In carriers of the 
type in question the bottles on either side of the 
central partition are spaced only by this parti 
tion and it is accordingly difficult to extend the 
hand between the bottles without tilting them 
outwardly to some extent. By elongating the 
central pockets in a direction at right angles 
to the plane of the central partition it is possible 
for the center bottles to either stand erect or to 
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‘ between the side walls I0 and H. 

2 
tilt outwardly one from the other so as to permit 
the hand to readily grasp the bottles. 
An added feature of the present invention re 

sides in the provision of a cover for a bottle car 
rier formed of soft flexible material which will 
?ex somewhat under pressure to better accom 
modate a human hand between certain of the 
pockets. One of the central pockets adjoining 
the opening for the hand is so arranged that it 
may readily flex inwardly if necessary to accom 
modate the hand. 
A further feature of the present invention re 

sides in the provision of a cover for a bottle car~ 
rier which will protect the hand from injury 
due to contact with the caps of the bottles. Bot 
tle caps of the type commonly employed have a 
?uted 'or corrugated skirt which tends to scrape 
against the hand of a person carrying an'uncov 
ered bottle carrier. By enclosing the upper ends 
of the bottles in pockets, the caps cannot con 
tact the hand of the person carrying the bottles. 
These and other objects and novel features 

of my invention will be more clearly and fully 
set forth in the following speci?cation and 
claims. 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a bottle car 

rier showing the cover in place thereupon. 
Figure 2 is a top plan view of the structure 

illustrated in Figure 1. 
Figure 3 is a sectional view through the car 

rier, the position of the section being indicated 
by the line 3—3 of Figure 2. 

Figure 4 is a side elevational view showing the 
construction thereof. 
As the particular type of bottle carrier A which 

is employed is not of great importance in the 
present arrangement, it will not be described in 
any great detail. It is believed su?icient to note 
that the carrier in question is shown as having 
side walls In and H and end walls l2 and I3 
connecting these side walls. A bottom 14 is pro 
‘vided at the lower end of the side walls and is 
preferably integral with certain thereof. A 
central partition member id is also illustrated 

This parti 
tion member [5 is connected in some manner to 
the remaining structure so that an upward force 
thereupon will be transmitted to others of the 
walls. A hand hole It is provided through the 
central partition member [5 near the upper ex 
tremity thereof by means of which the carrier 
may be lifted. 
In the preferred form of construction the cen 

ter partition wall I5 is slightly below the level 
of the side and end walls so that a cover may rest 
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upon the top of the partition wall and may be 
con?ned within the side and end walls. Alter 
natively, a ?ange may be provided on the cover 
B encircling the periphery of the body and ex 
tending down into the carrier. 
The cover B is preferably made of molded pulp 

or some similar material which is low in cost and 
which is ?exible to some degree. This cover in 
cludes a cover panel I9 of proper shape to ?t 
within the side and end walls of the carrier A. 
This cover panel 19 is provided with four up 
wardly projecting inverted pockets of a generally 
irusto-conical shape. These pockets are arranged 
in two pairs, the pockets 20 and 2| being arranged 
on opposite sides of the center partition panel and 
being substantially one-sixth of the distance be 
tween the end walls 12 and I3 from the ends of 
the cover panel l9. Obviously when the carrier 
is designed to carry six bottles equally spaced 
the pockets must be arranged in the manner 
illustrated to accommodate the upwardly project 
ing necks 22 of the bottle C. A second pair of 
upwardly directed pockets are illustrated at 23 
and 24, these pockets also being equally spaced 
on opposite sides of the center partition and cen~ 
trally between the center partition and the side 
Walls [0 and H. The pockets are also located 
substantially one-sixth of the length of the cover 
panel I!) from the end of the cover panel most 
closely adjacent the end wall [3. 
A third pair of upwardly directed pockets are 

disclosed at 25 and 26 and are intermediate be— 
tween the end pairs of pockets. Thus the pocket 
25 is mid-way between the pockets 20 and 23 while 
the pocket 26 is midway between the pockets 2| 
and 25. As indicated in Figure 2 of the draw—‘ 
ings, the pockets 25 and 26 are transversely elon 
gated rather than frusto-conical in shape and 
are designed to come close to the caps 21 of the 
bottles C to prevent these caps from moving in 
a direction toward either end wall 12 or 13. The 
ends of the elongated pockets 25 and 26 closest 
to the center of the body [9 is longitudinally 
aligned with the end pockets. Thus when all 
of the bottles C are standing erect in the man 
ner shown in full lines in Figure 3 of the draw 
ings, the caps 21 of the bottles will be positioned 
at the inner or closest ends of the pockets. How 
ever, the pockets 25 and 26 extend laterally more 
closely adjacent the side walls In and II of the 
carrier than the frusto-conical pockets ?rst de 
scribed. As a result the center bottles C‘ on op 
posite sides of the central partition [5 may tilt 
outwardly at their upper ends as indicated in 
dotted outline in Figure 3 of the drawings so 
that the hand of a person carrying the carrier 
may extend between these center bottles C. 
A hand hole 29 is formed in the body l9. This 

hand hole is preferably provided with a ?ap 38 
hinged thereto along the fold line 3! which is 
arranged substantially centrally of the body 19. 
rThis ?ap 30 is normally in the plane of the body 
19 during storage. However, when it is desired 
to use the carrier, the flap 30 is pushed down 
wardly in a right angular relation with the body 
30, this ?ap then extending alongside of the 
partition wall I 5. The hand may then be in 
serted through the hand hole 29, the ?ngers en 
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4 
gaging the center bottles C and spreading them 
apart somewhat at their upper ends to provide 
room for the hand. This action is possible be 
cause of the elongated shape of the pockets 25 
and 26. 

It will be noted that the edge of the hand hole 
opposite the edge to which the ?ap 30 is hinged 
may be cut at 32 to extend around the lower 
end of the rounded pocket 26. As a result this 
pocket 26 may extend slightly into the aperture 
Or hand hole 29 when the ?ap 30 is folded down 
wardly. The relatively soft material of which 
the cover is formed may be bent outwardly at 
this point without injury or without harming the 
hand so as to provide the necessary room for the 
hand to enter. 

It will be noted that the cover B effectively 
covers the bottles and protects them from direct 
light. At the same time the cover provides a 
minimum of interference when it becomes de 
sirable to lift the carrier by engaging the hand 
hole I6 of the center partition 15. 
In accordance with the patent statutes, I have 

described the principles of construction and op 
eration of my cover for bottle carriers, and while 
I have endeavored to set forth the best embodi 
ment thereof, I desire to have it understood that 
obvious changes may be made within the scope 
of the following claims without departing from 
the spirit of my invention. 
I claim: 
1. A bottle carrier cover including a flat sheet 

of molded pulp having two parallel rows of up 
wardly directed pockets, each row including 
three pockets, the pockets of each row being 
opposite the pockets of the other row, the two 
opposed pockets at each end of the rows being 
shaped to closely encircle the top of a bottle and 
to prevent tilting thereof, the center opposed 
pockets being elongated in a direction away from 
one another to permit the bottle tops engaged 
therein to tilt away from each other, and a hand 
hole between the center opposed pockets. 

2. A bottle carrier cover including a flat sheet 
of molded pulp having two parallel rows of up 
wardly directed pockets, each row including at 
least one intermediate pocket and end pockets, 
the pockets of each row being opposite the pockets 
of the other row, the end pockets of each row 
being shaped to closely encircle the top of a bottle 
and to prevent tilting thereof, the intermediate 
pockets being elongated in' a direction away 
from one another to permit the bottle tops en 
gaged therein to tilt away from each other, and 
a hard hole between the intermediate pockets. 
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