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1 
The present invention relates to new and use 

ful improvements for-receptacles or cases which 
serve to contain or hold tools or articles, and 
more particularly to receptacles with holding» or 
securing means to prevent undesirable moving 
about or shifting-0f the tools or articlesv within 
the receptacle. . . - 

In many receptaclesheretofore used to hold or 
contain articles, insu?icient fastening means 
were present and the articles frequently moved 
or shifted about in the closed case and where 
thrown against each other to cause damage and 
breakage. This situation was undesirable not 
only in the case of frangible articles but also 
in the case of sharp edged or pointed instruments 
which would become dull or blunted as a re 
sult of such rough treatment. In many-recepta 
cles, sufficient fastening means were employed 
but these were of such a nature that some time 
and effort would have to be expended to secure 
the articles against movement, or to release them 
for use, with the result that frequently the user 
would either utilize the fastening means to only 
a limited degree or ignore them completely to 
create a situation as undesirable as that existing 
with insu?icient fastening means. As a compro 
mise, efforts have been directed to fastening 
means which would securely hold the articles in 
vthe closed receptacle but which could readily or 
automatically release the articles when the re 
ceptacle was opened. Such e?orts proved some 
what successful when the receptacle was kept 
closed and if the receptacle was carefully opened 
when it was positioned with its top side up. 
However, should a receptacle of this type be 
opened when the wrong side was up, or if it was 
opened carelessly, then the articles would tumble 
out in disorder and be damaged. Anyone who 
has opened a receptacle of this nature is fully 
aware of the shortcomings and disadvantages in~ 
volved. I 

An object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a receptacle having fastening means to se 
cure the articles therein when the receptacle is 
closed. 
Another object of the present invention is to 

provide a receptacle having fastening means to 
secure the articles therein when the receptacle 
is closed but which is readily or automatically 
released to permit simple removal of the arti- " 
cles when the receptacle is fully open. 

Still another object of the present invention is 
to provide a receptacle wherein the articles con 
tained therein remain fastened or secured dur 
ing the opening of the receptacle but are released ' 
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2 
and readily available for use when the recepta- ' 
cle reaches'thefully opened position. 

~ An advantage of- the present invention is the 
provision of an easily operable and simple fasten 
ing means to hold small articles of various shapes 
and sizes within a closed receptacle. ~ 
Another advantage ~of~the present invention 

lies in the fact tha-tthe articles,~although secure 
1y fastened in the closed receptacle, are readily 
and easily available once the receptacle is fully 
open . 

Still another advantage of the present invention 
lies in the fact that the articles within the re 
ceptacle are securely fastenedduring the open 
ing of the ‘receptacle and are not released un 
til the receptacle is fully open. 
A further advantage of the present invention 

is in the provision of shaped article or tool holders 
within the receptacle to receive special articles 
or tools which are securely held in position un 
til needed, and inthe positioning of such arti 
cle or tool holders in such a way as to brace 
or support one another. 
Other objects and advantages will become ap 

parent from a consideration of the following de 
tailed description of the invention taken in con 
nection with the accompanying drawings where 
in an embodiment of the preferred form of the 
invention is shown. However, it is to be under~ 
stood that the invention is not to be limited to 
the details disclosed,yor to the tools or articles 
utilized but includes such variations and modi 
?cations as fall- within the spirit of the inven 
tion.- - - 

Referring to the accompanying drawings in 
which: . . 

Figure 1 is an isometric view of the improved 
receptacle in partially open position. 

. Fig.2 is a side'view of the improved receptacle, 
also in partially open position. 

Fig. 3 is an isometric view of the improved re 
ceptacle in fully open position. 

Fig. 4 is across-sectional view of the improved 
receptacle in closed position. 
“ Fig. 5 is a fragmentary sectional view, taken 
on the line 5-5 in Fig. 3,‘ showing the main hinge 
construction. ‘ 

Fig. Bis-a fragmentary sectional view, takenon 
the line 6—6 of Fig. 3, showing the tool holder 
in elevated position.v . 

Fig‘. 7 is a detail'view showing the corrugated 
‘sheet construction of the tool and drill holders. 

In the embodiment of the invention shown in 
the drawings,» the receptacle it comprises a base 
compartment. l2. and. a cover compartment 14 
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which are pivoted together by hinges 16 so as 
to be capable of movement from a closed posi 
tion (Fig. 4) to an open position (Fig. 3), and vice 
versa. 

As shown in Fig. 1, a closure member or plate 
18 is pivoted on hinges 20 on the lower edge of 
the front wall of the cover compartment is and 
is of such width as to extend from the hinges 
29 to overlie the opposite edge of the cover com 
partment wall adjacent the main receptacle hinge 
l6. Portions of the closure plate 18 are suitably 
removed at 22 so that the remaining free edge 
portion 23 thereof may enter and ?t between the 
receptacle hinges I6 and thus also overlie the 
rear wall of the base compartment. When the 
closure plate I8 is in such a position as shown 
in Figs. 1 and 4, it is held in positive fashion and 
provides an effective closure for the cover com 
partment Hi. 
The base compartment and the cover compart 

ment are substantially of the same size, as seen 
in Fig. 4, but, due to the lowered position of the 
hinge it on the rear wall of the base compart 
ment, an onset relationship is created when the 
compartments are swung to the fully open posi 
tion as shown in Fig. 3. The cover compartment 
will be lower and will maintain the base compart 
ment in a very slightly inclined position, resting 
on its front edge. 
The pivotal center of the receptacle hinges i6 

is thus located behind the rear wall of the base 
compartment and below the top edge thereof. 
Such a location provides in addition to creating 
the offset relationship of the opened compart 
ments, that when the receptacle is opened from 
the position shown in Fig. 4 to that shown in Figs. 
1 and 2, the free edge 23 of the closure member 
is has just enough initial upward movement to 
clear the top edge of the rear wall of the base 
compartment and then move around in a down 
ward and rearward arcuate movement to slip 
behind the top edge of the rear wall of the base 
compartment. 
The mid-open position of the receptacle is 

shown in Fig. 2 and it is to be noted that the 
closure plate 18 may tend to spring forward 
slightly in this position but, due to the fact that 
its lower free edge 23 is to the rear of and lower 
than the top edge of the rear wall of the base 
compartment, it cannot spring open to any degree 
and is held in position by the rear wall. 
Continued movement of the cover compart 

ment M from the position shown in Figs. 1 and 2 
to the fully open position shown in Fig. 3 simi 
larly moves the free edge 23 of the closure plate 
13 downwardly and pivotally around until it 
arrives at a position whereat its tendency to 
spring open is not opposed by the rear wall of the 
base compartment and it is then in position to 
be opened. 
Thus, the closure plate I8 is maintained secure 

iy in position to close off the interior of the cover 
compartment when the receptacle is closed and 
during the time it is being opened. It is only at 
the moment when the receptacle reaches its fully 
open position that the closure plate i 8 is not held 
back but is permitted to open to permit access 
to the contents of the cover compartment. The 
rear wall of the base compartment thus, in effect, 
acts as a keeper for the closure member which 
closes off the cover compartment and the height 
of said rear wall and the locating of the hinges 
thus becomes a matter of importance. 
The cover compartment 14 comprises a storage 

place for instruments or articles and one use of 

Cl 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

60 

75 

4 
such space is for small tools as shown in Fig. 3. 
A tool holder 25 is formed of a U-shaped plate 26 
whose legs are separated by an interposed corru 
gated sheet 28 and the spaces formed therein 
may be utilized for the insertion of tools, as 
shown. The tool holder 25 is secured to one arm 
32 of the hinge 30; the other arm of which is 
secured, as by welding, to the base of the cover 
compartment. 

As shown, the tool holder 25 is normally in a 
lowered horizontal position and the tools or in 
struments extend outwardly from their tool 
spaces approximately parallel to the base of the 
cover compartment and in a position to permit 
closing of the closure plate i8 and of the recep 
tacle [9. 
The hinge arm 32 extends at right angles to 

the plate 26 and serves as a thumb grip to facili 
tate the raising of the tool holder 25 to the ver 
tical position shown in Fig. 6, in which position 
the hinge arm 32 will contact the cover comparte 
ment to act as a stop abutment and supporting 
brace for the tool holder 25. In this position, the 
tools are readily available for removal and use. 
The corrugations in the sheet 23 have been 

shown as regularly spaced but need not be regular 
and may be varied to form openings of different 
sizes for differently shaped tools. For tools such 
as reamers, drills, ?les, etc., which come in sets 
of progressively increasing sizes, the corrugations 
may increase at a regular rate and the separation 
of the spaced sides of the U-shaped plate 26 may 
be regularly increased to provide conveniently 
shaped housings of increasing size. 
Sponge rubber pads 35, 35 may be placed on the 

opposed surfaces of the cover compartment base 
and the closure plate adjacent the lowered posi 
tion of the tool holder 25 in order to pack the 
tools in resiliently and prevent any possible rela 
tive movement or shifting about of the tools. 
In the normal operation of the receptacle, the 
sponge rubber pads are made of a su?icient thick 
ness that is, approximately half the thickness of 
the compartment so as to be compressed slightly 
around the tools. The resistance of the pads to 
this compression in addition to forming a packing 
for the tools also normally urges the locking cover 
plate to spring open to a small degree. Thus, 
when the receptacle reaches its fully open posi 
tion, and the closure plate is no longer restrained 
the pads will cause the closure plate to spring 
open slightly. 
A thumb grip hole 36 may be formed in the 

locking plate cover to facilitate the lifting thereof 
when the receptacle is fully opened. Any par 
ticular size or shape or position thereof may be 
selected. 
The base compartment 12 may comprise various 

partitions or brackets to support additional tools 
or articles. A drill rack 40 may be positioned 
in one corner of the base compartment and is of 
a similar construction to the tool holder 25 of 
the cover compartment M. A U-shaped plate 
25' and a corrugated sheet 23' are used of a simi 
lar nature as described heretofore. Regularly 
varying spaces are preferred in the corrugated 
sheet 28’, if a drill set is to be inserted therein. 
As shown in Figs. 1 and 3, the drill rack 50 is 

so positioned at an angle to the wall of the base 
compartment l2 that, when the drills are inserted 
therein in the proper order, the points thereof 
will ?t snugly in aligned fashion parallel to and 
immediately adjacent the wall to prevent exces 
sive movement of the drills when the drill rack 
is horizontal. Should the drills be inserted in 
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improper order, or reversed, the drill rack 40 will 
be unable to be seated and an automatic check 
is therefore provided for proper positioning of 
the drills. 
The hinge arm 32' of the drill rack performs a 

1' similar function to the hinge arm 32 of the tool 
holder but, in addition, is made of such a height 
as to contact the closure plate I 8 when the recep 
tacle is closed. Such an abutting contact pro 
vides several advantages. Added support is given 
to the closure plate 18 to prevent ?exing or bowing 
thereof and to maintain it in proper position. 
Additionally, it has been found that the hinge 30’ 
is given reciprocal support from the closure plate 
when the receptacle is closed and curbs any tend 
ency of said hinge 30' to rotate and thus prevents 
any undesirable movement of the drills or of the 
drill rack. 
Inasmuch as the drill rack 40 is carefully po 

sitioned in the base compartment at an angle 
to the edge wall so that the drills may ?t snugly 
therein, movement of the drills is especially ob 
jectionable. Therefore, the pivot of the hinge 
30’ is so arranged with respect to the hinge arm 
32' and the height of the hinge arm 32' is so 
devised that the top of the hinge arm presses 
against the locking plate cover and mutually 
keep each other from moving while the receptacle 
is closed. Consideration of Figs. 1 and 4 will 
disclose the locating of the supporting hinge arm 
32' between the pivot and the drill rack whereby 
movement or shifting of the drill rack is pre 
vented. 

Additionally, of course, the hinge arm 32' serves 
as a thumb grip to facilitate the elevating of 
the drill rack to the vertical position, and also 
as a stop abutment and supporting brace when 
the drill rack 40 is so elevated. 
A catch 42 may be provided to secure the cover 

compartment and base compartment in position 
when the receptacle is closed. 
Although the invention has been illustrated 

and described with reference to tools of a nature 
as are generally employed in tool-kits for gas 
meters or similar equipment, the invention is not 
to be considered limited thereto but is of applica 
tion to any receptacle which holds or contains 
tools, instruments or articles of a similar nature 
of varying shapes and sizes. 

Similarly, the closure plate need not be limited 
to use with the cover compartment but could 
be hinged to the base compartment as well, in 
a mere reversal of parts. Additionally, the clo 
sure plate need not extend for the full length 
of the compartment but may be subdivided, as 
desired, to form several compartments. 

Additionally, the application of the invention 
is not limited merely to two compartments but 
could be used with more compartments. For ex 
ample, there could be other compartments under 
the base compartment, or a similar receptacle 
could be connected to one of the compartments. 
One speci?c variation would be to pivot a sec 
ond receptacle to the lower right-hand edge 
of the receptacle I 0, as shown in Fig. 4, so that it 
could be swung under the receptacle ID to form 
a four layer receptacle, or a four side-by-side 
compartmented receptacle when opened. The 
pivot could be arranged to prevent interference 
with the catch 42, or the catch could be placed 
on the side of the receptacle. 

Variations and modi?cations may be made 
within the scope of the claims and portions of 
the improvements may be used without others. 
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6 
We claim: 
1. In a receptacle of the character described, 

a ?rst compartment having flat front, rear and 
end walls and a closed side; a second compart 
ment having flat front, rear and end walls and 
a closed side; hinges on the rear walls of said 
compartments at their open sides extending along 
a part only of said wall and connecting said 
compartments to form a closed receptacle with 
the edges of the walls in aligned relation and 
adapted to be converted into a fully opened re 
ceptacle having compartments, the pivot axis 
of the hinges being disposed below the plane of 
the upper edge of the ?rst compartment; and a 
transverse member hingedly connected to the 
front wall of and extending across said second 
compartment, said member having a portion ex 
tending between the aligned rear walls when said 
second compartment is in closed relation with 
said ?rst compartment, said portion lying only 
between said part of the rear walls unconnected 
by the hinges and said hinges causing said por 
tion of the member to move behind and below 
the top edge of the rear wall of said first com 
partment to be locked thereby during opening 
of the receptacle to prevent the opening of the 
second compartment until said ?rst and second 
compartments are substantially fully opened. 

2. In a receptacle of the character described, 
a first compartment having flat front, rear and 
end walls and a closed side; a second compart 
ment having ?at front, rear and. end walls and 
a closed side; spaced hinges on the rear walls 
of said compartments at their open sides ex 
tending along a part only of said walls and con 
necting said compartments to form a closed re 
ceptacle adapted to be converted into a fully 
opened receptacle having compartments; and a 
closure plate hingedly connected to the front 
wall of and closing off said second compartment, 
said closure plate having a portion extending 
between the hinged edges and overlying the top 
edge of the rear wall of said ?rst compartment 
when in closed position, said portion lying only 
between said part of the rear walls unconnected 
by said hinges and said hinges having a pivotal 
axis behind the rear wall of said ?rst compart 
ment and below the plane of the top edge thereof 
whereby said portion of the closure plate ex 
tending between the unconnected parts of said 
rear walls will move behind and below the top 
edge of the rear wall of said ?rst compartment 
to be locked thereby during opening of the re 
ceptacle to prevent the opening of the second 
compartment until said ?rst and second com 
partments are substantially fully opened. 
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