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Generally speaking, the present invention re 
lates to the packaging art. More speci?cally, it 
relates to a system for opening a bag (usually a 
sealed bag) in a manner whereby convenient 
access to the contents thereof (usually, though 
not necessarily, a perishable food product) will 
be facilitated. 
At the present time, a great many types of 

perishable food products such as potato chips, 
corn chips, peanuts, pop-corn and the like, are 
packaged for retail sale in bags usually made of 
tearable material such as paper, cellophane or 
the like (usually transparent) having a closed 
end and another end provided with sealed closure 
means adapted to be manually opened when the 
perishable food product is to be removed. 
Usually the bag is effectively sealed in a grease 
impervious and/or moisture impervious manner 
by suitable sealing agents such as wax, paraffin, 
or the like, at the ends thereof. The tearable 
paper like material (usually transparent) of 
which the bag is made may also be suitably 
coated or impregnated with grease and/or mois 
ture impervious or resistant agents. This is de 
sirable because most of the types of perishable 
food products packaged in such bags are cooked 
in grease before packaging and the grease on the 
food product would penetrate almost any ordi 
nary type of package and would grease stain any— 
thing with which the package came into contact. 
This is also true of peanuts or the like, which are 
not cooked in grease or oil but which contain 
oil Within themselves. The above mentioned 
prior art packaging arrangements have several 
disadvantages. One of these is the fact that the 
sealed closure means at one end of a prior art 
bag of the type mentioned, which is adapted to 
be manually opened when the perishable food 
product is to be removed, provides an opening 
neck which is relatively long in relationship to 
the cross-sectional area of the opening, thus 
making it necessary for a person who wishes to 
remove some of the food product to insert his 
hand through the opening neck and move same 
downward substantially within the interior of 
the bag before reaching the potato chips or other 
food product contained therein. This is unde 
sirable for three reasons. First, the inside of the 
bag is relatively greasy and all of the ?ngers, 
most of the hand, a portion of the wrist and pos 
sibly portions of a cuff around a person’s wrist 
will frequently come into contact with the greasy 
interior of the open neck of the bag and will be 
come daubed or stained with the grease. This 
is’ quite’ a messy procedure and necessitates 
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2 
thorough washing and cleansing of the hands, 
which may be di?icult or impossible if the bag 
of potato chips or the like, is opened for use at 
an outdoor or picnic lunch or any other location 
where cleansing facilities are not conveniently at 
hand. 
Another disadvantage to the above mentioned 

prior art packaging arrangement is the fact that 
each person who wishes to remove some potato 
chips, or other food product, must reach into 
the interior of the bag and come into contact 
with large areas thereof and also come into con 
tact with substantial amounts of potato chips. 
This is quite unsanitary particularly since each 
user will ordinarily remove his hand, which is 
partly full of potato chips, and will usually ?nd 
it necessary to cup- his hand and place it to his 
mouth. Then the person’s hand will usually be 
replaced within the sack to obtain a new supply 
of potato chips. Thus the bag of potato chips 
will act as a receptacle for the micro-organisms 
carried on the hands and in the mouths of each 
of the plurality of persons removing potato chips 
therefrom. This is extremely undesirable since 
it facilitates the spread of communicable diseases. 
A third disadvantage of the hereinabove men 

tioned prior art packaging arrangements arises 
from the fact that the hand of a person attempt 
ing to remove some potato chips from the rela 
tively long neck of the bag will frequently agitate 
and come into contact with a relatively large 
number of the fragile potato chips and break 
them into substantially smaller pieces, which is 
undesirable because they are harder to remove 
from the bag and more time consuming to eat. 
The hereinabove enumerated disadvantages of 

prior art packaging methods of the type men 
tioned, are so pronounced that a great many 
people will not attempt to eat potato chips di 
rectly from the bag but will pour a selected 
quantity of chips from the bag into a dish or 
other similar receptacle which is open at the 
top, so that convenient access thereto by any de 
sired number of people positioned therearound 
can be had. However, this can only be done 
where such a dish or receptacle is available, which 
may not be the case under every circumstance 
when the potato chips are to be eaten. Even on 
planned picnics and the like it is inconvenient to 
have to carry along an extra large dish or re 
ceptacle for this purpose. 

Generally speaking, the system of the present 
invention includes a thin longitudinal tensile 
member (usually a thread, string, wire or the 
like) adapted to be mounted or fastened on the 
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inside surface of a bag (usually one side) made 
of thin tearable material, with at least one por 
tion of said tensile member passing through aper 
ture means (usually sealed) in said bag from the 
interior to the exterior thereof whereby said 
portion of said tensile member can be manually 
grasped and pulled to effectively sever selected 
portions of the bag lying over said tensile mem 
ber thus providing a convenient entry or access 
hole into said bag. 
In one preferred general form of the present 

invention, the thin longitudinal tensile member 
may be arranged in the form of a loop so as to 
provide a conveniently shaped entry hole when 
the longitudinal tensile member is grasped and 
pulled. 

In one general form of the present invention 
the bag may be of the type also provided with 
selectively openable closure means at one end 
adapted to be manually opened when desired. 
From the above general description of the pres 

ent invention, it will be apparent to those skilled 
in the art that all of the hereinabove mentioned 
disadvantages of prior art packaging arrange 
ments, are virtually entirely eliminated in the 
present invention. 
For example, in the form of the present in 

vention wherein the longitudinal tensile member 
is positioned in generally oval shaped looped re 
lationship beneath one side of the potato chip bag 
or the like, on the inside thereof, the longitu 
dinal tensile member can be pulled by means of 
the portion or portions extending through the 
aperture means to the exterior of the bag in a 
manner such as to partially or wholly cut out an 
oval shaped ?ap in approximately the center of 
one side of the bag. The bag can be placed on a 
suitable ?at surface, such as a table or the like, 
with the oval shaped, centrally positioned cut 
out portion uppermost. In this position the bag 
actually functions as a dish with the top open so 
as to provide convenient access to the potato 
chips from any adjacent point in a manner vir 
tually identical with that which would be pro 
vided by an ordinary dish or bowl. 

sealed container for the food product and a con 
venient dispensing dish for use when the food is 
to be eaten. It will be understood that it will not 
be necessary to reach through a relatively long 
narrow neck into the interior of the bag in the 
undesirable prior art manner since the potato 
chips or other food products will be lying in com 
pletely accessible position and can be removed 
Without reaching into the interior of the bag. 
Thus all of the hereinabove mentioned prior art 
disadvantages such as the grease staining of 
?ngers, hands, and cuffs, the unsanitary aspect 
wherein the bag and potato chips were contam 
inated with the individual’s microorganisms, and 
the tendency to pulverize or crush the fragile p0 
tato chips, are all virtually entirely eliminated. 

It should be noted that the flap produced by 
the severing action of the longitudinal tensile 
member may be completely out out or it may be 

' only partially cut out and folded into an open 
-position. This latter arrangement may be em 
ployed-when only part of the potato chips are to 
be eaten at one sitting. After ?nishing less than 
the complete contents of the bag, the ?ap may 
be repositioned 'to close the access or entry hole 
and the portion of the bag adjacent to the free 
"end of the ‘?ap may be rolled toward said free 
‘ end of the ?ap-so ‘as to" engage it and effectively 
Close the bag, i. . , _ 

It shoul'd‘also be noteatnat the system of the 

Thus the system of the present invention provides both a 
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4 
present invention may be employed in association 
with a bag of the hereinabove mentioned prior 
art type which has the customary selectively 
openable means at one end thereof. This may be 
for the purpose of allowing the entry hole of the 
present invention to be employed under certain 
circumstances and to allow the customary end of 
the bag to be opened when it is desired to remove 
or pour the entire contents thereof into a dish or 
other receptacle. This combined form of the 
present invention thus has multiple uses and in 
dividual advantages. 
With the above points in mind, it is an object 

of the present invention to provide a system for 
opening a bag in a manner whereby convenient 
access to the contents thereof will be facilitated. 

It is a further object of the present invention 
to provide a system for opening a bag in a manner 
whereby convenient access to the contents there 
of will be facilitated virtually without substan 
tial entry into the interior of the bag. 

It is a further object of the present invention 
to provide a bag having selectively operable 
means adapted to produce a convenient. access 
hole thereinto in a manner whereby the bag will 
be capable of acting as a containing and dispens~ 
ing dish. 

It is a further object of the present invention 
to provide systems of the character set forth in 
any or all of the three above mentioned objects 
wherein the bag is provided with additional clo 
sure means adapted to be manually opened when 
desired. 

It is a further object of the present invention 
to provide a system of the type mentioned in any 
or all of the above mentioned objects wherein the 
bag is adapted to be provided with closure means 
at one end thereof arranged to be manually 
opened when desired. 
Qther and allied objects will be apparent to 

those skilled in the art after a careful perusal, 
examination, and study of the accompanying 
illustrations, the present speci?cation, and the 
appended claims. 
To facilitate understanding, reference will be 

made to the hereinbelow described drawings, in 
which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective View of one illustrative 
form of the present invention shown in partially 
open position. ' 

Fig. 2 is a front elevational view of the form 
of the present invention shown in Fig. 1 but be 
fore the bag is opened through the use of the 
present invention. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary, sectional 
view taken in the direction of the arrows 
III-III in Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary, horizontal, 
sectional view taken in the direction of the arrows 
IV—IV in both Figs. 2 and 3. 

Generally speaking, the system of the present 
invention for opening a bag (usually a sealed 
bag) in a manner whereby convenient access to 
the contents thereof will be facilitated, includes a 
thin longitudinal tensile member adapted to be 
mounted (as by suitable cementing or the like) 
on the inside surface of a bag made of thin tear 
able material with at least one portion of said 
tensile member passing through aperture means 
in said bag from the interior to the exterior 
thereof whereby said portion of said tensile mem 
ber can be manually grasped and pulled to effec 
tively sever selected portions of the bag lying 
over said tensile member thus providing a con 
venient entry hole into said bag. . ., ., . 

Inthe speci?cexample described and illus 
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trated herein, the thin longitudinal tensile mem 
her is fastened to the inside surface of one side 
of a bag between the ends thereof and is in the 
form of a generally oval loop provided with ends 
passing virtually together through the aperture 
means in said bag from the interior to the ex 
terior thereof whereby said ends may be manu 
ally grasped and pulled to effectively cut out any 
desired portion of the bag lying immediately over 
and within the virtually oval loop to provide a 
convenient access hole into said bag from one side 
thereof. 
In the speci?c example described and illus 

trated, the bag is of the type adapted to be closed 
at one end and adapted to be provided with sealed 
closure means at the other end which are in 
tended to be manually opened when a perishable 
food means contained in the bag is to be removed. 
In the specific example described and illus 

trated, the bag is indicated generally at l. The 
closed end is indicated at 2 and the sealed clo 
sure means at the other end adapted to be manu 
ally opened is indicated at 3. The bag I has a 
front side £2 and a similar back side (which is 
not shown in detail since it is not necessary for 
an adequate understanding of the present inven 
tion). The front and back sides 4 and 5 of the 
bag are joined by suitable lateral edges such as 
the near edge 5 and a similar far edge (not shown 
in detail) which are adapted to be slightly in 
wardly pleated or folded with respect to the edges 
of the front side a and the back side 5 of the 
bag I. . 

In the specific example described and illus 
trated, the thin longitudinal tensile member ar 
ranged in substantially oval looped form is in 
dicated at l and is suitably cemented or fastened 
adhesively, cohesively or otherwise to the inside 
surface of the front side 1i of the bag 5 by means 
indicated at ‘EB in Fig. Zl with the two ends YA ex 
tending through suitable aperture means in- 
dicated generally at 8 connecting the interior and 
the exterior of the bag. In the speci?c form 
described and illustrated, the aperture means 3 
is provided with sealing means 9 adapted to seal 
the interior of the bag from ambient atmosphere 
so as to prevent deterioration of the perishable 
food contained in the bag. 
The operation of the system of the present in 

vention may be very briefly described as follows. 
The bag of potato chips shown in Fig. 2 may be 
grasped in one hand (usually the left) and either 
or both of the ends ‘M of the tensile member ‘I 
can be grasped, either simultaneously or sequen 
tially, and pulled. This will cause the portions 
of the front side i of the bag lying immediately 
over the tensile member l to be severed as best 
shown in Fig. 1. The severing operation can be 
continued to any desired extent. Thus the flap 
H can be only partially severed from the front 
side It of the bag or can be completely severed and 
removed therefrom, if desired. The bag i can 
then be placed with the rear side 5 resting upon 
a horizontal flat surface such as a table or the 
like, which will cause the access hole provided by 
the removal of the ?ap i l to be positioned at the 
top of the bag in the general position shown in 
Fig. 1, thus causing the bag to act an an accessible 
potato chip containing and dispensing dish, in 
effect. The advantages of this arrangement are 
obvious since it will make it possible for any 
number of people standing or sitting around the 
bag to reach the potato chips it to obtain and re 
move a desired quantity thereof without the nec- ' 
essity of reaching inwardly through the narrow 
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6 
open neck of the potato chip bag in the customary 
prior art manner, which is both unsanitary and 
liable to soil the hands or sleeves of the person 
doing so with the grease employed in making 
potato chips. 

It should be understood that the arrangement 
of the present invention, as above described, is 
primarily intended for use at picnics, parties, din 
ners and the like, where virtually the entire con 
tents of the bag will be consumed at one sitting. 
However, if it is thought that less than the com 
plete contents of the bag will be consumed at one 
sitting, the l i can be only partially severed 
as shown in Fig. 1 (although probably severed to 
a somewhat lesser extent) and after partial re 
moval of the potato chips is the flap H can be 
replaced in its former position and the top por 
tion 3 of the bag I can be downwardly rolled so 
as to engage the upper free end of the ?ap ll 
thus effectively closing the bag. 

Ordinarily when it is thought that less than 
the complete contents of the bag will be used at 
one time or when the contents of the bag are to 
be removed and placed in another receptacle, the 
ordinary sealed closure means 3 at the upper end 
of the bag i may be opened and used, and the 
flap H need not be severed from the front side 
d of the bag I. In other words the two opening 
means provided in the improved bag of the pres 
ent invention are independent, can be individually 
used, and each has its own particular advantages. 
Numerous modifications and variations of the 

present invention will occur to those skilled in 
the art after a careful study hereof. All such 
properly within the spirit and teachings hereof 
are intended to be included and comprehended as 
fully as if speci?cally described, illustrated, and 
claimed herein. 
For example, while the bag of the present in 

vention is preferably made of a paper (usually 
transparent) which may be made of wood pulp 
products or various plastics or the like, suitably 
impregnated with wax, paraflin, or other sealing 
agents, I do not limit the present invention to 
such an arrangement. Any material may be used 
which is capable of being torn by drawing the 
tensile members therethrough. This also in 
cludes boxes and the like. Furthermore, I do not 
limit the present invention to a bag of the type 
described herein. Any desired type of closed con 
tainer may be employed and the term “bag” as 
used herein is to be understood to have such a 
broad meaning. Furthermore, I do not limit the 
present invention to an arrangement wherein the 
tensile member is positioned in an oval loop with 
two separate ends extending through the aper 
ture means. The tensile member may be ar 
ranged to cut any desired type of line, curve, or 
?gure which may be two dimensional as illus 
trated herein, one dimensional, or in certain 
cases, three dimensional. In certain forms of 
the present invention the tensile member may be 
in the form of an endless loop not having two 
free ends. 

Various types of sealing means may be em 
ployed for sealing the aperture or plurality of 
apertures through which the tensile member eX 
tends, and in certain cases the sealing means 
may be eliminated, if desired. The tensile mem 
ber may be fastened to the inside of the bag in 
any desired manner such as by glue, para?in, or 
various other adhesive or cohesive means, or var 
ious mechanical fastening means may be em 
ployed at desired points or regions. In certain 
cases, the tensile member need not be positioned 
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under the surface of the bag to be severed but 
may be positioned actually in said surface or on 
the outside of said surface and arranged to ef 
fectively sever said surface along the tensile 
member when the tensile member is grasped and 
pulled. In some cases the surface to be effec— 
tively severed may actually be precut along the 
severing line, and the longitudinal tensile mem 
ber may be suitably cemented or otherwise fas 
tened along the cut so as to seal same until the 
longitudinal tensile member is grasped and 
pulled, which will effectively cause the severing 
of the bag surface along the precut line. It 
should also be noted that the severing arrange 
ment of the present invention may be modi?ed as 
to position with respect to a bag to accomplish 
any desired dispensing purpose. The severing 
tensile member of the present invention may be 
made of string, thread, wire or any other desired 
type of tensile member capable of functioning in 
the above described manner. 
The present invention is not limited to the ar 

rangement speci?cally described and illustrated 
herein including the auxiliary opening of the 
present invention in addition to the standard 
sealed closure means at one end of the bag which 
is adapted to be manually opened when desired. 
The system of the present invention may be used 
with any desired number of any desired type of 
other openings or opening means, or, if desired, 
can be employed by itself with no other opening 
means being provided. 
The exact composition, con?guration, and rela 

tive positioning of the various component parts 
of the present invention are not critical and can 
be modi?ed substantially within the spirit hereof. 
The embodiments of the present invention de 
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scribed and illustrated herein are exemplary 
only and are not intended to limit the scope 
hereof, which is to be interpreted in the light of 
the prior art and the appended claims only, with 
due consideration for the doctrine of equivalents. 

I claim: 
A system for opening a sealed bag made of thin 

tearable material and of longitudinal shape and 
having at least two sides, in a manner whereby 
convenient access to the contents of said bag 
through one of said sides will be facilitated, com 
prising: a thin longitudinal tensile member con 
tinuously adhesively fastened along a predeter 
mined loop-like severing line to the inside sur 
face of one side of a bag and within the con?nes 
of the bag at a point virtually intermediate the 
ends of said bag and in the form of a loop 
provided with actuating ends passing together 
through sealed aperture means in said side of 
said bag from the interior to the exterior thereof, 
whereby said ends can be manually grasped and 
pulled to effectively out out along said predeter 
mined severing line any desired portion of said 
side of said bag lying immediately over and within 
the confines of said loop to provide a convenient 
access hole into said side of said bag. 
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