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This invention relates to a playing card, and 
particularly to playing cards that bear a letter 
or number or other indicia. 
One object of my invention is to provide a play 

ing card of unusuai shape whereby, when a plu 
rality are held in the hand slightly spread out in 
overlapped relationship, the identi?cation mark 
on each card is clearly visible at a glance and 
the card may be easily grasped and with 
drawn from the 
Another ob“ t is to provide such a card with 

a le line w ch readily leads the eye of the 
player to the indentifying mark on the card at 
one corner where a plurality of cards are held in 
the hand slightly spread out as aforesaid. 
A further object is to provide identi?cation 

marks of two kinds such as a numeral and a de 
sign side side at one corner of the playing 
card, so that both the number and the design 
can be read in one glance directed horizontally 
across said corner. In games where a large num 
ber of cards are held in the hand, such an ar 
rangement makes the identi?cation marks on 
more cards visible while occupying a minimum 
amount of space in their spread-out relationship. 
A still further object is to provide playing 

cards which will better serve their purpose as 
such, and yet, because of their unusual outline, 
are made with less material than that required 
for ordinary cards. 
The foregoing and other objects which will ap 

pear as the nature of the invention is better un 
derstood, may be accomplished by an arrange 
ment such as is disclosed by the drawings. The 
nature of the invention is such as to render it sus 
ceptible to various changes and modi?cations, 
and, therefore, I am not to be limited to the con 
struction disclosed by the drawings nor to the 
particular arrangement described in the speci? 
cation; but am entitled to all such changes there 
from as fall within the scope of my claims. 
In the drawings: 
Figures 1, 2 and 3 are front elevational views 

of playing cards embodying various features of 
my invention. 

Figure 4 is a front elevational View of a plu 
rality of cards, such as shown in said Figure 3, 
spread apart slightly as held in playing position. 
As illustrated, my playing card C may be used 

to play various games requiring identi?cation 
marks such as numerals, letters, designs and suits. 
It is usually made of a flat piece of paper, linen or 
plastic. Its upper edge or line is extends diag 
onally upward from left to right, and also its 
lower edge or line 12. The two sides, left and 

ll) 

20 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

(01. 273-1521) 
2 

right, it and I5 respectively, preferably are verti 
cally parallel. In the upper left and lower right 
corners an obtuse angle is formed, while in the 
upper right and lower left corners an acute an 
gle is formed. For instance, said right side line 
l5 extends upwardly at an angle of approximately 
100 degrees to said lower edge 5?.’ and likewise 
said left side line iii to said upper line H}. Said 
upper line I!) extends at approximately an angle 
of 80 degrees to right side line i5, while said lower 
line or edge l2 likewise so extends to said left side 
line or edge M. 
Each said card C, as shown, is in the form of a 

rhoniboid, although the outline of the card need 
not necessarily be that. However, the upper line 
or edge I0 should always extend diagonally, al 
though a left-handed player may prefer said line 
18 to extend diagonally upward from right to left, 
which is the opposite to that shown in the draw 
ings. 

The card C shown in Figure 1 of the drawings, 
has an identi?cation marking ll, shown as a 
number and suit, in the usual positions, namely 
in the left upper and right lower corners. In 
said Figure 2 a line 29 is drawn on the face of the 
card adjacent the upper edge from the identi 
?cation marking H in the upper corner, to the 
opposite upper corner, and likewise at the lower 
edge. This line 20 is considerably of an aid to the 
eye in following the desired card from its upper 
outside edge to its identi?cation marking l1. 
With the usual playing card it often happens that 
the ?ngers mistakenly grasp an undesired card 
because of the difficulty the eye has in following 
along from the right corner, where the ?ngers 
grasp the card, to the opposite corner where the 
identi?cation marking usually is printed. Said 
line 20 is a substantial visual aid. It may be of 
the same color as that of the identi?cation 
marking H. 
In Figure 3 of the drawings my card C‘ is pro 

vided with a visual marking 22 in the upper right 
corner as shown. It should be noted that the 
letter is followed by a design which, as shown, is 
the diamond suit at the side of the A, the two 
parts of this identi?cation marking 22 being in 
side-by-side relationship, instead of placing one 
below the other. This is made possible because of 
the diagonally extending upper edge or line H) 
which makes more of the upper right corner visi 
ble than is visible when the card has the usual 
horizontal line extending across the card. Hence 
the card shown in said Figure 3 enables the play 
er to have the identification markings 22 of more 
cards visible in the same space, In other words, 
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he does not have to spread or fan his cards out 
so much, which is objectionable, especially in 
games where a large number of cards are held in 
the hand at once, the identi?cation mark of each 
of which should be visible. 

It will thus be seen from the foregoing that 
not only does my card have the advantages set 
forth above; but it also requires less material 
while providing a card extending the same dis 
tance between the lower left corner and the up 
per right corner as the usual rectangular card. 
Thus the card can be grasped at the lower left 
corner as easily as the ordinary rectangular card 
while at the upper right corner it can be with 
drawn more easily from the others in the hand. 
oftentimes one or more cards will be acci~ 

dentally turned face-up in the pack which will 
not be noticeable in the ordinary pack of cards 
until they are dealt. Due to the unusual shape 
of my card, however, a card that is face-up in the 
pack will immediately be seen since it cannot be 
stacked evenly with the other cards that are 
face-down. 
What I claim is: 
l. A complete deck of playing cards having up 

per and lower edges which extend diagonally 
upward from left to right and opposite side edges 
which extend vertically parallel to each other be 
tween said upper and lower edges, said cards 
having an identi?cation marking thereon in an 
upper corner and a lower corner at opposite sides 
thereof each marking embodying two parts in 
side by side arrangement, said cards having other 
identi?cation markings in the other upper corner 
and the other lower corner- thereof each embody 
ing two parts which are identical to the ?rst 
mentioned two parts and are in vertical arrange 
ment, the ?rst of said second-mentioned two 
parts being larger than either of the ?rst-mew 
tioned two parts, said side by side upper and 
lower identi?cation markings being respectively 
higher than and lower than the said other upper 
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and lower identi?cation markings when the cards 
are held in playing position, whereby said upper 
corner higher identi?cation markings, when a 
plurality of cards are held in a predetermined 
position in overlapping, vertical alinement, will be 
fully visible while said larger ?rst part in the 
other said upper corner of a card is partly cov 
ered by the next card in front of it. 

2. A complete deck of playing cards having up 
per and lower edges which extend diagonally 
upward from left to right and opposite side edges 
which extend vertically parallel to each other be 
tween said upper and lower edges, said cards hav 
ing an identi?cation marking thereon in an up 
per corner and a lower corner at opposite sides 
thereof each marking embodying two parts in 
side by side arrangement, said cards having other 
identi?cation markings in the other upper cor 
her and the other lower corner thereof each em 
bodying two parts which are identical to the ?rst 
mentioned two parts, the ?rst of said second-men 
tioned two parts being larger than either of the 
first-“nentioned two parts, said side by side upper 
and lower identi?cation markings being respec 
tively higher than and lower than the said other 
upper and lower identi?cation markings when 
the cards are held in playing position, whereby 
said upper corner higher identi?cation markings, 
when a plurality of cards are held in a prede 
termined position in overlapping, vertical aline 
ment, _will be fully visible while said larger ?rst 
part in the other said upper corner of a card 
is partly covered by the next card in front of it. 
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