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This invention relates to an improved combi 
nation pouch and shopping bag. 
In particular, my invention relates to improve 

ments in a combination pouch and shopping 
bag of the type disclosed in a United States patent 
to S. L. Pincus, No. 2,493,085, issued January 3, 
1950, entitled “Combination Pouch Shopping 
Bag.” 
In accordance with my invention, I provide a 

pouch having a top wall with an opening therein, 
and means for releasably closing said opening. A 
?exible shopping bag is attached to the pouch 
and is adapted to be positioned within said pouch 
when it is not in use. 
In the previously cited patent to Pincus, it is . 

necessary to turn the pouch inside out when it is 
desired to use the shopping bag. - 
An important object. of my invention is to pro 

vide a combination pouch and shopping bag in 
which it is unnecessary to turn the pouch inside 
out when it is desired to use the bag for shopping 
purposes. Another important object of my inven 
tion is to provide a combination pouch and shop 
ping bag in which the pouch is adapted to serve 
as a stiffening member for the bottom of the bag 
when the latter is in use. 
In accordance with my invention, I make the 

pouch of a fairly stiff, but ?exible and resilient 
material, such as one of the vinyl plastics which 
are currently in widespread use. Furthermore, I 
secure the bottom of the bag to the upper face 
of the bottom wall of the pouch, said bag being 
secured only to a small central area of said bottom 
wall of said pouch. Therefore, when it is desired 
to use a bag, it is only necessary to pull the 
bag out of the opening in the upper wall of’ the 
pouch and turn the bag inside out so that the 
pouch is located inside the bag and rests upon 
the bottom wall thereof. 
Other objects and advantages of my invention 

will become apparent from the following descrip 
tion, in conjunction with the annexed drawings, 
in which a preferred embodiment is disclosed. 
The drawings are substantially to scale of a work 
ing model of my invention. 
In the drawings, ‘ 

Fig. 1 is a top plan view of a pouch in accord 
ance with my invention, said pouch being partly 
opened and my improved shopping bag being 
shown pulled out of the opening in the pouch. 
The shopping bag is partly broken away. 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the pouch with the 
top thereof partly broken away to show its in 
terior construction. The bag is partly broken 
away. 

. . . . 5 Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the combmation 
pouch and shopping bag, showing the bag opened 
up for use. The bag is partly broken away. 

Fig. 4 is a side elevation of the combination 
pouch and shopping bag, showing the bag 
opened up for use. ‘ 

Fig. 5 is a section on line 5—5 offFig. 1, the 
shopping bag being broken away. 
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Upon reference to the drawings in detail, it 

will be noted that they show a shopping bag I 
which is attached to a pouch 2. Said shopping 
bag I in the embodiment shown, comprises a plu 
rality of strands 3 which are interwoven and 
for need into knots 4 at the intersections thereof, 
in a conventional manner, to form a netting. 
When bag I is held in an upright position, as 
taken in Fig. 4, said bag I is generally tubular in 
shape. Bag I is closed at the bottom thereof 
and has an open top. Optionally, drawstring 5 
may be extended through the top loops of bag I. 
Pouch 2 is generally elliptical and flat in shape. 

Pouch 2 comprises an outer bottom wall 6, an 
inner bottom wall ‘I and a top wall 8. Each said 
wall is preferably made of a stiff,'but flexible 
and resilient, material such as a vinyl plastic. 
Said walls are respectively elliptical in shape. 
In the assembly of the combination pouch and 

shopping bag, I prefer ?rst to secure the bottom 
of bag I to the upper face of inner bottom wall 
‘I. In this ?rst step in the assembly, Ijmake use 
of an insert disc which is designated in the draw 
ings by the reference numeral 9. As is clearly 
shown in Figs. 2 and 5, disc 9 is substantially cir 
cular and is considerably smaller than wall ‘I. 
Preferably, disc 9 is made of the same material 
as the walls 8, 6 and ‘I of pouch 2. 
The bottom of bag I is placed against the upper 

face of inner bottom wall ‘I, at the center thereof. 
Disc 9 is inserted within bag I and against wall ‘I. 
Disc 9 is secured to wall ‘I by a seam I!) which 
extends around the circumference of disc 9 slight 
ly inwardly of the peripheral edge thereof. Pref 
erably, seam I0 is formed by a conventional heat 
sealing process. Disc 9 is centrally located with 
respect to wall ‘I. 

After disc 9 is secured to wall ‘I, walls 6, ‘I and 
8 are secured together, preferably by a conven 
tional heat-sealing process, at the peripheral 
edges thereof, the edge seam of pouch 2 being 
designated by the reference numeral II. Walls 
I3. ‘I and 8 are in substantial transverse registra 
tion in the assembled pouch. 
Upper wall 8 has a longitudinally extending 

opening I2 in order to permit insertion and with 
drawal of bag I from pouch 2. I provide any 
suitable means for releasably closing said open 
ing I2. In the embodiment shown, said closure 
means comprises a pair of longitudinal tapes III 
and I5, which are respectively secured to the 
upper wall 8 adjacent the longitudinal edges of 
opening I2, forming respective seams I3. Pref 
erably, tapes I4 and I5 are made of the same 
material as the walls of pouch 2, so that seams 
I3 may be formed by a conventional heat-sealing 
process. Slider It is mounted on the inner edges 
of tapes M and I5 for longitudinal movement 
thereon, and said inner edges of said tapes It 
and I5 have any suitable cooperating shapes such 
that movement of slider I6 in one direction re 
leasably engages said inner edges of said tapes 
I4 and I5 to close opening I2, and movement of 
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slider I6 in the other direction disengages said 
tapes I4 and I5 to permit access to the interior 
of pouch 2. 

- My improved combination pouch and shopping 
bag is adapted to be used in the following man 
ner: 

Initially, bag I is located entirely within pouch 
2, and opening [2 is closed. In this position, 
pouch 2 may be carried inconspicuously by the 
user. 
When it is desired to use bag l, pouch opening 

I2 is opened, and bag I is removed as much as 
possible from pouch 2, in the manner shown in 
Fig. 1, until only the bottom wall of bag I and 
the lower portion of the peripheral side wall of 
bag I are located within pouch 2. Bag I is then 
turned inside out to the position shown in Figs. 3 
and 4. In this position, bag I has a bottom wall 
whose central portion is held between disc 9 and 
pouch wall ‘I, and which extends through the 
opening between tapes I4 and i5 and under pouch 
wall 8. In this position, therefore, bag I has a 
bottom wall which conforms in periphery to the 
periphery of pouch 2, and which is stiffened by 
said pouch 2. 
When shopping bag I is no longer to be used, 

it is only necessary again to turn bag i inside 
out, after which it can be readily re-inserted 
within pouch 2. 
The use of outer bottom wall (5 is optional, but 

is highly preferred because the lower face of 
inner bottom wall ‘I is likely to be marred when 
disc 9 is heat-sealed thereto. 

It will be apparent that in the use of my com 
bination pouch and shopping bag, it is unneces 
sary to turn pouch 2 inside out at any time. This 
makes it possible to make pouch 2 of relatively 
stiff material, so that it serves as a stiffening 
insert for bag I when the latter is used as a 
shopping bag. 
Another important feature of this invention is 

that disc 9 may be relatively small in area, in 
comparison to the area of wall l. The reason 
for this is that in use, the combination pouch 
and shopping bag has a bottom wall whose pe 
riphery is de?ned by the periphery of pouch 2, 
and is therefore independent of the area or pe 
riphery of disc 9. The small size of disc Q makes 
the operation of securing disc 9 to wall 'I, along 
seam I0, an extremely simple heat-sealing opera 
tion. 
While bag I may be made of any suitable ma 

terial, it is preferable that the strands 3 be of 
sufficiently small diameter and sufficiently spaced 
so as not to interfere appreciably with the heat 
sealing process by which disc 8 is secured to 
wall ‘I. 
While I have disclosed a preferred embodiment 

of my invention and have indicated various 
changes, omissions and additions which may be 
made therein, it will be apparent that various 
other changes, omissions and additions may be 
made in my invention without departing from 
the scope and spirit thereof. 

I claim: 
1. A combination pouch and shopping bag com 

prising an axially elongated, substantially hol 
low bag formed of relatively open-work net-like 
fabric, said bag being open at the top thereof 
and having a closed bottom end, and a pouch, 
said pouch having a bottom wall and a top wall 
secured to said bottom wall, said top wall having 
an opening which serves as the only means of 
access to the interior of said pouch, said Pouch 
also including a substantially planar insert mem 
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4 
her of smaller size than said bottom wall, the 
bottom portion of said bag being located within 
said pouch in abutment with said bottom wall 
of said pouch, said insert member being also lo 
cated within said pouch and overlying the bottom 
portion of said bag, and means securing said in 
sert member to said bottom wall of said pouch 
so as permanently to secure said bag to said 
pouch, said pouch being made of a material 
which is stiff and which is also somewhat ?exible 
and resilient, whereby said bag is adapted to be 
releasably retained within said pouch and is also 
adapted to be withdrawn from said pouch through 
the opening in said top wall, said bag being then 
adapted to be turned inside out so that said 
pouch serves as a stiffening insert for the bottom 
of said bag, the periphery of the bottom of said 
bag then substantially conforming to the periph 
cry of said pouch. 

2. A combination pouch and shopping bag 
comprising a pouch which has a top opening, 
said pouch being made of a material which is stiff 
and which is also somewhat ?exible and resilient, 
a bag comprising an axially elongated, substan 
tially hollow main body portion formed of rela 
tively open-work net-like fabric, said bag being 
open at its top end, and having a closed bottom 
end, said bag being adapted to be releasably re 
tained within said pouch, and means ?xedly se 
curing the central portion of the bottom end of 
said bag to the‘ central portion of the bottom 
wall of said pouch, whereby said bag is adapted 
to be substantially withdrawn from the interior 
of said pouch and turned inside out, said pouch 
then serving as a stiffening insert for the bot 
tom of said bag, the bottom of said bag then sub 
stantially conforming in periphery to the pe 
riphery of said pouch. 

3. A combination pouch and shopping bag 
comprising an axially elongated, substantially 
hollow bag formed of relatively open-work net 
like fabric, said bag being open at the top there 
of and having a closed bottom end, a pouch, said 
pouch having a bottom wall and a top wall'secured 
to said bottom wall, said top wall having an open 
ing which serves as the only means of access of 
the interior of said pouch, the bottom portion of 
said bag being located within said pouch in abut 
ment with said bottom wall of said pouch, and 
means securing the central portion of said bot 
tom end of said bag to said bottom wall of said 
pouch, said pouch being made of a material which 
is stiff and which is also somewhat ?exible and 
resilient, whereby said bag is adapted to be re 
leasably retained within said pouch and is also 
adapted to be withdrawn from said pouch 
through the opening in said top wall, said bag 
being then adapted to be turned inside out so 
that said pouch serves as a stiffening insert for 
the bottom of said bag, the periphery of the bot 
tom of said bag then substantially conforming to 
the periphery of said pouch. 
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