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To all whom it may concern : 
Be it known that I, ALFRED T. DEWEY, of 

the city and county of San Francisco, and State 
of California, have invented a Removable 
Book-Cover and File-Binder; and Ido hereby 
declare the following to be a full, clear, and 
exact description thereof. 

_ My invention relates to that class of book 
covers which are specially adapted to receive 
and bind successive numbers or ?les of books, 
pamphlets, or papers for preservation and con 
venience in reference, and are commonly 
known as “ ?le-‘binders.77 ' 

My invention consists in the novel arrange 
ment of the binding-string which passes 
through and secures the papers or pamphlets, 
the object being to obtain simplicity with ef 
fectiveness and durability. 
As periodicals are issued it is an object to 

preserve them and have them in convenient 
shape for reference, and for this purpose re 
movable covers have‘ been employed. The 
general principleof construction and opera 
tion of devices of this description is well 
known, there being stiff covers, as in case of 
an ordinary book, and a ?exible back, together 
with some means for ‘securing the papers to be 
bound therein. These means are various, 
some having a spring-back, which clasps the 
backs of the papers, and others a string, which 
is passed through them in various ways and 
secured. The object to be'obtained, when a 
string is used, is simplicity of direction with 
security, and also a certain elasticity, in order 
that the ?exible back may the more perfectly 
be made to fit and clasp the papers both when 
closed and when in progress of opening. 

Referring to- the accompanying drawings, 
Figures 1 and 2 are views of my invention. 
Figs. 3, 4, and 5 are details of construction. 
Let A represent the front cover of the binder, 

and B the back cover. These are made of 
suitable material, as in the case of ordinary 
book-covers, ‘and may have any suitable color 
and device upon their outer sides. Their inner 
sides may be lined with paper. These covers 
are secured together by ‘a ?exible back, C, 
which is a part of'the outside covering of the 
lids with the pasteboard or sti?'ening omitted. 
1n the front cover, A, are made two holes, out, 
near the inner edge. These are preferably 

protected by metal eyelets. In the cover 13 
are two corresponding holes, I) b, with eyelets. 
These are directly opposite holes a a, and are 
as near the edge as it is safe to put them. In ' 
cover B, at the top and bottom, are two holes, 
0 0, set a little farther back than the holes 12b. 
The paper or pamphlet to be secured is laid 
between these covers, its back being far 
enough beyond the holes a and b to allow the 
string, which passes through them, to obtain 
a secure hold. The loose ends of the strings 
are provided with metal tips 2', to perforate the 
papers and insure an easy passage through. 
Looking now at Fig. 1, being the outside of 

the front cover, A, let E represent a string or 
cord, and E’ another. Their ends are secured 
to an india-rubber band, F. The cord E is 
passed throughthe upper hole, a, through the 
back of the paper or pamphlet, and through 
the upper hole, I), in the back cover, B, to the 
other side of the binder. The cord E’ is passed 
in like manner through the lower holes, a and 
b, and the paper, and passed out at the back. ‘ 
The front side of the binder therefore pre 
sents the appearance shown in Fig. 1, the rub 
ber band F being in the center and imparting 
elasticity to the string. Through the holes 0 c 
of cover B are passed india~ruhber bands D 
D’ ,_upper and lower, respectively. ‘Their ends 
are secured on the inside of the cover in any 
practical manner-as, for instance, as shown 
here by pegs d d. Their outer ends are pro 
vided with rings 6 c, for convenience in pass 
ing the cords E E’. These cords, after pass 
ing out, as hereiubefore described, extend in 
opposite directions, pass through rings 6 e, and 
are brought together about the middle, where 
they are tied in a convenient knot. Itwill be 
seen that the binding-string thus has all the 
elasticity- required, and the rubbers are placed 
in better positions than in cases where they 
are placed transversely about the middle of 
the cover. The strain or tension of the strings 
is here directed in the best possible manner, 
being in a line up and down the edge, and 
they are therefore not liable to be pulled out. 
For this reason I am enabled to put the holes 
as near the edge as the cover will stand, which 
is an advantage, as I can secure the papers in 
side with better effect, that they may be opened 
wider. By having the upper and lower holes, 
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00, of cover B a little out of line with the the lids 0r covers A and B, provided with 
holes I) b, as shown, I further this advantage holes a a, b b, and 0 c, in combination with 
of directing the strain or tension away from the rubber bands F, D, and D’, and strings E 15 
the edge, as it will be seen that the rubbers E’,_arranged and used together substantially 

5 pull at an angle away from the ?exible back. as herein set forth, and for the purpose de 
The direction of the binding-strings here scribed. 
shown is simple, being easily adjusted and In witness whereof I hereunto set myhand. 
very effective for the purpose intended. ' 
Having thus described my invention, WhatI ALFRED T‘ DEWEY’ 

10 claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters ‘ Witnesses: 
Patent, is—- FRANK A. BROOKS, 

In a removable book-cover and ?le-binder, S. H. NOURsE. 


